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SIMPLY CLEVER 



Combining aii the practicaiity of a famiiy vehicie with the appeai of an SUV, this 
is a car buiit for adventure. Designed around the timeiess characteristics of the 
Octavia Wagon, the Octavia Scout 4x4 is refined in appearance, but sturdy and 
robust to cope with a variety of conditions. Aii it needs is a destination - where 
wiii you take it? 


Visit your local dealer for a test drive today. 



European quaiity without the European price tag. ' 


Skoda AUTO 

IbU SIMPLY CLEVER 
YEARS siNCEiags 


PARTNER OF I skoda.com.au 
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Member of the Volkswagen Group 



Editor’s letter 


GLENN BUTLER 


WE^RE ALL EXPERTS, RIGHT? DOYENS OF THE DAY- AFTER DISSEGTION. AFTERMATH 
AUTHORITIES WITH ALL THE ANSWERS. WE KNOW EXAGTLY WHERE THE GEO WENT 
WRONG, AND WHY HIS GOMPANY GRASHED. AND WE’LL TELL YOU, IN THREE EASY 
STEPS. HOW OUR PLAN WOULD HAVE SAVED THE DAY 


Such is the benefit of hindsight. Imagine if you 
could witness a strategy’s impact before putting 
it into action; teleporting into the future, taking 
notes, and returning to the present to fine-tune 
your master plan. 

And yet that’s how we judge the actions of car 
industry CEOs. We watch as they implement their 
business blueprints, and observe the outcomes 
dispassionately. Then we assess and critique with 
vigour and with hindsight. 

What if you were the CEO, with thousands of 
employees looking to you for job security and 
prosperity? With millions of dollars riding on every 
signature? With overseas bosses focused on profits, 
expecting you to grow them, axe-wielding when 
you don’t? Could you make those far-reaching 
plans without the benefit of hindsight? 

Could you bring the curtain down on 68 years 
of manufacturing? Put the sword to nameplates 


The ownership experience is changing rapidly. 
More and more Australians care less how a car 
drives, so marketing pied pipers must play a new 
tune to lure buyers. What good is ‘Zoom Zoom’ in a 
world dominated by autonomous boxes? Who cares 
about steering feel if there is no steering wheel? 

These transformations won’t happen overnight, 
but make no mistake: the rate of change in the 
automotive world is accelerating. Today’s leaders 
face more challenges with greater ramifications 
than any before them, in a more discerning yet 
disengaged and ever-fragmenting marketplace. 

I cannot imagine the stress or the personal toll 
that comes with running Eord, Holden, Toyota or 
any of Australia’s import-only brands. I do not envy 
Bernhard or Whickman the challenge of cracking 
the code for automotive success. It’s a tempestuous 
time to be at the helm, particularly for these two 
brands in Australia. 


It's a tempestuous time to be at the helm of a 


car company, particularly Holden and Ford 


embedded in a nation’s identity? Would you back 
yourself to make such momentous decisions? 

If we could jump back to 1995 and take the helm 
of Holden, Eord, Toyota or Mitsubishi, we’d know 
exactly what to do, right? Because we’ve seen 2015. 

What if you were Graeme Whickman, Eord’s 
new CEO, who succeeded the indefatigable Bob 
Graziano in April. Or Mark Bernhard, who takes 
Holden’s helm in July. What decisions would you 
make today to position your brand for the future? 

Personally, I don’t envy these corporate leaders, 
or Toyota’s Dave Buttner. Each is faced firstly 
with respectfully shuttering local manufacturing 
operations without adversely impacting brand 
image or sales of import models. Secondly, they, 
like all local automotive CEOs, are faced with an 
emerging generation of Australian consumers who 
simply don’t care about cars or driving as much as 
their parents did. 

Then there’s the electric propulsion revolution 
that’s gathering steam. Not to mention the 
insidious invasion of the autonomous car, which 
will take the wheel-nut (AKA you and me) out 
of the safety equation. Out of the equation 
altogether, in fact. 


I’m sure both these blokes have bold 
plans for their respective brands. They 
need to, because their rivals won’t cut 
them any slack. And I look forward 
to watching as these visions are 
implemented. 

Hmmm. I wonder what they’d pay 
for a Tardis... 
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Bon voyage, Bob 

FORD Australia CEO and 
president Bob Graziano called 
time on March 31, not just on 
his stint leading the Blue Oval 
in Australia, but on a global 
career with Ford spanning 32 
years. I first met Bob when he 
came to Australia in 2008, and 
spent some time with him ‘off 
the clock’. There, the taciturn 
and tightly controlled Bob took 
a back seat to a bloke with 
passion, enthusiasm and a love 
of life’s little pleasures. Good 
luck in retirement. Bob. You’ve 
earned it. 



Love the new 
car smell but 
not the new 
car price? 

Like it Lease it 


If you lease it with LeasePlan, you get all the new car benefits 
without the hefty price tag. Use Wheels to choose the best car 
for you. Then find out how much money you can save by visiting 

leaseplan.com.au /wheels 


LeasGPfan 


/f 's easier to leaseplan 
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WWW. I Amar ok. com. au 

the new 
Amarok Core 4x4. 



I Am I Am*' ' I Am : 

the biggest rear diff lock " off-road ABS 
tray in clas^ ^ . 



I think, therefore I Amarok. 

Tough to its very core, introducing the Volkswagen Amarok Core 4x4. Built on a robust ladder chassis frame and 
distinguished hy high standards of German engineering — with 16” alloys, Pirelli ATR tyres and rear differential lock 
- it’s the Amarok you’ve been waiting for. Packed with smart technology, clever and efficient bi-turbo power, 
Bluetooth facility, multifunction trip computer and cruise control, the Amarok Core 4x4 combines the best and most 
solid aspects of a range that led this multi-award winning ute to the rank of Carsales’ Best Tradie Vehicle for 2014. 
Available in both manual and 8-speed automatic, the new Core 4x4 is the ute for all forms of work and play. 

To find out more visit IAmarok.com.au or your nearest Volkswagen Commercial Vehicle dealer. 



Redline 

NEWS, VIEWS AND A BRUSH WITH THE LIMITER 


The comeback king 

The original NSX conquered the supercar world. Now Honda 
wants to do it again with a hyper-hybrid aimed at the Germans 


The car that tamed Godzilla 



TALK about having big shoes to fill. The original 
Honda NSX won Wheels Car of the Year in 1991, 
knocking off a premium field that included the 
legendary R32 Nissan GT-R. "That the NSX is 
the best built, most inviting, least intimidating 
supercar the world has ever seen is beyond 


rational dispute," the COTY jury concluded. 
"Dynamically, the car is close to flawless in 
all but the most extreme on-track situations." 
Big wraps for the NSX, and an accolade by 
association for the car that shared Wheels' 1991 
COTY gong: the Nissan N14 Pulsar. 


THE Honda NSX is back. 

Well, almost. After years 
of static motor show displays 
and heavily camouflaged 
test mules, the 2015 global 
launch of Honda’s reborn 
supercar is closing fast. Then, 
finally, we will discover not 
only whether this high-tech 
Japanese hybrid has the 
firepower to battle Germany’s 
elite, but also whether the 
struggling carmaker has indeed 
rediscovered its mojo. 

The stormtrooper-white 
NSX in our pictures is the 
production version of Honda’s 
reborn Ferrari-fighter. 

Wheels sources tell us that, 
when it lands Down Under 
next year, it could carry a 
$350K price tag - crucially 
undercutting its Euro rivals. 

Unlike the original NSX, 
which hunted high-priced 
Italian stallions, this time 


it’s the Germans that are in 
Honda’s crosshairs. 

“The key competitors are 
911 Turbo, [the Audi] R8 VIO, 
as well as looking up to the 
Ferrari 458 Italia,” NSX project 
leader Ted Klaus told Wheels. 

The large and lucrative 
North American market will 
be the first to welcome the 
21st-century NSX, with pricing 
expected around $US150K. 

Right-hand drive markets 
like Australia will most likely 
have to wait until 2016. But 
if everything we know and 
understand about Honda’s 
reborn supercar is true, the 
wait will be worth it. 

Honda hasn’t left anything 
to chance to ensure the NSX 
has the tech weapons to nail 
its targets. Indeed, one reason 
details have been scarce is that 
Honda has been continually 
refining the vehicle’s 


parameters during its very 
public development. 

For example, at the Detroit 
show in 2007, then-CEO Tetsuo 
Iwamura confirmed Honda 
would build a new supercar 
based on its Advanced Sports 
Car Concept with a VIO. 

The January 2012 NSX 
concept - the first to wear that 
name - featured a transversely 
mounted V6 engine. The 
production version on these 
pages has a longitudinally 
mounted V6, assisted by two 
turbos and three electric 
motors, pushing outputs well 
beyond the original’s then- 
impressive 206kW and 294Nm. 
How far beyond? Honda isn’t 
saying, exactly. Just that it will 
boast a total system output in 
excess of 410kW. 

Engine power will be fed 
exclusively to the rear wheels 
via a nine-speed double-clutch 


transaxle, boosted on demand 
by an electric motor. Two 
additional motors will drive 
the front wheels, effectively 
making this the first all-wheel- 
drive NSX. 

This hybrid drivetrain is 
expected to propel the NSX 
to lOOkm/h in well under four 
seconds; it will have to if it’s 
to match Porsche’s 911 Turbo 
claim of 3.2sec. 

The NSX will be capable 
of running purely on electric 
energy during more sedate 
driving, but we don’t know 
what accelerative punch this 
mode will offer, or what range. 
Plug-in recharging of the NSX’s 
lithium-ion battery pack is not 
part of the plan. 

Underneath the NSX’s 
striking supercar silhouette sits 
a lightweight carbonfibre floor, 
aluminium spaceframe and 
super-thin high-strength steel 



NSX is 
about the 
same width and 
height as the new 
Ferrari 488, but at 
k 4.47m is 98mm 
^ shorter A 
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Red link 
between the 
tail-lights is a 
nod to the original 
NSX. Quad pipes 
aren’t 


Weight kept 
in check thanks 
to aluminium, 
high-strength 
steel and 
carbonfibre 



Vale Malcolm Fraser, Wheels supporter 



MALCOLM Fraser, Liberal Prime Minister from 
1975-83 who ramped up protection of the 
Australian car industry, has died aged 84. An 
avid Wheels subscriber, he used his influence 
to increase import tariffs and local content 
levels. In an interview with Wheels early last 


year, Fraser said he used the magazine to keep 
abreast of developments in the automotive 
world. He featured in two Wheels stories, road 
testing the locally made Ford LTD in 1976 and 
Fairlane in 2008. For footage and more on 
Fraser's contribution, head to WheelsMag.com. 




Honda claims the NSX 
is designed to reward 
drivers of all skill levels 


A-pillars. Aluminium is another environmentally friendly 
inter-generational touchpoint: issues,” Arai said. “We want the 

the 1990 original was the challenge to develop the new 

world’s first aluminium- power unit, and apply that to 

monocoque production car. future road cars.” 

The NSX rides on 19in front Honda has also agonised over 
and 20in rear wheels that packaging. This production 

house carbon-ceramic brakes. NSX is 80mm longer than 
Inside are body-forming the 2013 concept, primarily 

race seats and a steering wheel to accommodate the engine 
designed to fit the human hand reorientation, even though the 
like no other; Honda claims body design had already been 

the NSX is designed to reward signed off by company chiefs, 

drivers of all skill levels. And don’t think for a moment 

More aluminium is used for it will be a one-model range, 
the suspension, which will be Project chief Ted Klaus says 
‘conventional multi-links’ with this car is just the beginning of 
magnetorheological dampers. the NSX story. 

Honda’s R&D and motor “Our team is focused on this 

sport chief, Yasuhisa Arai, told model, but at the same time 

Wheels the NSX, and indeed we would personally dream ... 

the company’s entire road car the next team will come in and 

business, will benefit directly take what we’ve established to 

from the technology being another level,” Klaus said, 

tested in FI by Fernando The new NSX is Honda’s way 

Alonso and Jenson Button. of shifting the focus from the 

“The hybrid sports car is past to new glory. Later this 

one part of Honda DNA, and year we’ll know if they’ve been 

the Formula One regulations successful, 

have more stringent, damion smy 



High-strength 
steel A-pillars 
are super-skinny 
to provide better 
vision 


Dry sump, 
twin-turbo 
V6 and 9-speed 
transaxle with AC 
motor drive the 
L rear wheels j 
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Muir 


Target idiots, not cars: 

SENATOR Ricky Muir used his maiden speech 
to parliament to call on government to focus 
on the idiots behind the wheel, and not to 
legislate enthusiast drivers out of existence. 
The Australian Motoring Enthusiast Party 
senator said he represented a number of 


voices wanting to make a stand against "unfair 
stereotyping and media sensationalism that 
motoring enthusiasts are all too often caught 
up in ... We came together to get a voice to stop 
unfair legislation being brought in with little or 
no consultation with our community". 




Built: Tochigi, Japan (1990-2005) 
Layout: Mid-engine, rear-wheel drive 
Engine: 2977cc 90-degree V6 
Transmission: 5-speed manual 

Power: 201kW @ 7100rpm 
Torque: 284Nm @ 5300rpm 
Weight: 1351kg 
0-100km/h: 5.6sec 

Price: $159,900 (Feb 1991) 


Electric 
motors drive 
the front wheels, 
providing the 
traction of all- 
wheel drive 


Local hero 

HONDA Australia boss Stephen 
Collins knows what the original 
NSX means - his first job at Honda 
Oz was NSX product manager. 

“I remember driving it home, 
parking it on my gravel driveway 
- 1 didn’t have a garage or even a 
carport - and it was worth more 
than my house!” he says. 

“For me, it showed what Honda is 
capable of, and really left a lifetime 
impression on me in terms of 
technology and performance. It was 
all-aluminium - I’d never driven a 
car like it before - and ever since 
that time I’ve loved sports cars. I do 
have a choice of what I drive, and 
every time I can, I pick a sports car.” 


Batteries sit 
behind seats, 
high-voltage 
power electronics 
along centre 

tunnel x ’ 
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Civic Type R a one-off 

HONDA Europe executive Philip Ross has said 
there are no immediate plans for more Type R 
hero models. Previously, Honda has offered a 
range of R-badged performance models covering 
Civic, Integra, Prelude and NSX. For now, that 
leaves the Civic Type R at the top of the brand's 


performance tree as the sole Type R model, at 
least until the new NSX supercar arrives here in 
2016. Ross said there are "no plans at the moment 
to do any other Type Rs". "[The Civic] has taken us 
a while to develop, and this is what we're focused 
on ... it's so exceptional it's good for us now." 



► MAY 2015 





SUCCESSORS FOR ALL ASTRA'S CURRENT 
BODY STYLES WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR 
AUSTRALIA. HOLDEN HAS SO FAR ONLY 
CONFIRMED THE THREE-DOOR 



Chevrolet Camaro reveal 

THE next Chevrolet Camaro will be shown for the 
first time on May 16. Holden has confirmed it will 
have a V8-powered, rear-wheel-drive, dedicated 
sports car in its future line-up, with the new sixth- 
generation Camaro a potential choice. Rumoured 
to have 338kW from its Corvette-sourced 6.2-litre 


Gen V V8 - more than the Ford Mustang GT's 
303kW 5.0-litre V8 - Camaro will ride on GM's 
new lighter and stiffer Alpha platform. While 
the Camaro is not confirmed for Australia, the 
Mustang arrives in December from $45K. Head to 
WheelsMag.com.au on 16 May for Camaro details. 


Holden’s Astra 
attack revealed 


Euro-sourced Astra key to Holden’s plan to 
be Australia’s top-selling brand by 2020 







ASTRA’S 

AUSSIE 

ATTACK 




REBADGED Opels will spearhead 
Holden’s all-out Australian market 
assault to increase sales by 
50 percent and reclaim the number 
one spot from Toyota by 2020. 

GTC and VXR versions of the 
new Holden Astra coupe - last sold 
here as Opels in 2012 - arrive this 
month, followed quickly by the 
Insignia mid-size sedan mid-year. 

But the real volume surge comes 
next year when Holden’s ability to 
challenge Australia’s best-selling 
small cars, the Mazda 3 and Toyota 
Gorolla, steps up considerably. 

Wheels has learnt the Astra 
range will expand to include 
five-door variants with the arrival 
of a next- generation model in 2016. 

Despite the continued strength 
in SUV sales, the small-car 
segment remains the biggest by 
a margin - almost double the 


volume of the light, medium SUV, 
large SUV and 4WD ute segments. 

Rarely does a brand lead the 
entire market without winning 
or being strong in the small-car 
segment, something Holden has 
struggled to achieve for more than 
a decade. 

“If you’re going to win in the 
Australian market, you’ve got to 
win in four or five key segments,” 
Holden’s executive director of sales, 
Peter Keley, told Wheels. 

He said that, while Astra will 
underpin Holden’s resurgence, it 
will not do the job alone. 

“The diversity of the market is 
that you don’t have a dominant 
single brand in your range. 

Having three or four vehicles at a 
similar volume . . . provides great 
continuity and confidence around 
the brand.” 
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Jaguar XF hardens up 

IT MIGHT look almost the same, but Jaguar's 
all-new XF sedan is a radical departure from 
the previous model. Featuring more lightweight 
aluminium than before, the BMW 5-Series/ 
Mercedes-Benz E-class fighter sheds a massive 
190kg in the leap to its second generation. Part of 


the change is the adoption of Jag's new Ingenium 
engines, which in the XF will introduce a 2.0-litre 
turbo-diesel. There will also be a twin-turbo V6 
diesel, a supercharged V6 petrol and potentially 
a range-topping supercharged V8XF-RS. The XF 
goes on sale here in 2016. 




Replacement for the Banna 
will keep the Corsa name. 
Range will be topped by a 
VXR performance model 


GTC IS the moniker for the 
three-door. Turbo VXR 
(pictured) rival to Megane RS 
and Focus ST planned 


Low-volume Astra-based 
convertible will add spice to 
the range as a cut-price 
Audi A5 alternative 


Not successful here when 
sold as an Opel as it competed 
with Commodore. It will soon 
be a Malibu replacement 


The Next Commodore 

CM REGIONAL boss Stefan Jacoby said the next 
Commodore - expected to be a rebadged version 
of the Opel Insignia that will draw inspiration 
from this Monza concept car - is already being 
developed here. “We are driving this car already 
in Lang Lang,” he revealed. 


CONFIRMED 
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Range Rover Evoque Convertible is go 


RANGE Rover has confirmed that it will build 
the Evoque Cabriolet revealed at the 2012 
Geneva Motor Show. Land Rover says the 
convertible, which boasts a weather-proof cloth 
folding roof, "explores the potential to further 
extend the nameplate's appeal by giving 


existing customers more choice, whilst at the 
same time reaching out to a completely new 
customer base". The fashion-conscious drop- 
top will be on sale in both Europe and Australia 
in 2016 and is likely to command a premium 
over the hardtop that starts at $49,995. 



The Opel Corsa light hatch and 
Cascada convertible will also come 
to Australia, taking Holden’s Opel 
count to four models. And of those 
four, the Astra and Corsa will drive 
the majority of Holden’s projected 
50,000 per annum sales growth. 

Not all current Holden models 
will survive the invasion, however. 

Wheels understands the slow- 
selling Malibu is on borrowed time. 

Likewise the locally produced 
Holden Cruze, which will end with 
the Elizabeth factory closure in 
2017. The Cruze wagon, currently 



imported from Korea, will make 
way for the European-sourced 
Astra wagon. 

The last time Holden sales 
exceeded 150,000 was in 2005. Last 
year, Holden sold 106,092 cars, 
making it the nation’s number 
two brand. But that volume was 
only just ahead of growing brands 
Mazda and Hyundai, which both 
also posted six-figure years. 

The last time Holden led the 
market, in 2002, almost half of its 
models - nine of 19 - were Opels, 
with the top-selling Commodore 
flanked by the Euro-sourced Astra 
and XC-model Barina, the 2001 
Wheels Car of the Year. 

Holden hopes its input into 


the Opel models destined for 
Australia will help increase their 
showroom appeal. “We’re going to 
be able to assist Opel in getting a 
critical mass of volume for certain 
products,” Keley said. “As part of 
that, naturally our voice will be 
listened to about powertrains, 
technology . . . it’s what will make a 
successful product.” 

While being European still 
has cachet, it’s a busier sector 
than ever, with Volkswagen now 
commanding a significant slice of 
the sales pie after solid growth. 

“The marketplace has changed,” 
Keley said. “Premium brands 
continue to come down in the 
marketplace, making greater 


awareness in that type of product. 
European heritage of the vehicle 
plays nicely into that from a 
consideration point of view.” 

Holden’s general manager of 
marketing communications, Teresa 
Basile, is also confident the new 
breed will appeal to buyers. 

“European does stand for quality 
and style,” Basile said. “Holden in 
the past has been very successful 
with Euro-sourced products such 
as Astra. The sentiment around 
Astra is still very, very positive.” 

Holden will also use Opel as 
a source for new commercial 
vehicles, likely to see the return of 
the Combo and large Vivaro van. 

TOBY HAGON 


The last time Holden led the market, 
almost half of its models were European 




MALIBU 


CRUZE 


Holden needs Opel needs Holden 

BELIEVE it or not, Holden has posted a profit much more recently 
than Opel. The Euro arm of GM hasn’t recorded a profit since 1999, 
haemorrhaging $20.3 billion since. Holden’s last recorded profit was 
in 2011. Under Karl-Thomas Neumann (pictured right), installed 
in 2013, Opel aims to return to profit in 2016. Part of that process 
includes pulling the Chevrolet brand out of Europe, closing Opel’s 
Russian manufacturing and flogging boatloads of cars to Australia. 
Holden needs Opel’s products to boost its post-local manufactur- 
ing line-up, and Opel/Vauxhall needs every euro, pound and Aussie 
dollar it can get to climb back into the black. 


A slow seller in a declining 
segment, absolutely 
decimated by the Toyota 
Camry and Mazda 6 in 2014 


Cruze has already been 
wound back, with the diesel 
and 1.4 turbo dumped. Astra 
will replace some variants 


The name alone is enough to 
have Shazza bolting for the 
nearest Toyota dealer; city 
cars bring little profit 


Meriva and seven-seat Zafira 
(above) no chance for this 
generation because they’d 
likely be swamped by SUVs 


ENDANGERED 


NOT LIKELY 
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A touch of Geoff 

"THE last new CEO of a company in Australia 
who predicted their position got fired six months 
later." Whickman is batting back a reguest for 
sales projections with a subtle dig at cross-town 
rival Holden. It's also an example of a sense 
of humour that popped up repeatedly in our 


interview. At times he was also stern, annoyed, 
serious and even relaxed. He championed the Blue 
Oval cause, but never rambled, obfuscated or hid 
behind jargon. Ford Oz has been through four 
leaders since the late, great Geoff Polites (left), but 
Whickman seems the first with similar character. 



Changing focus 

New Ford boss wants a different type of buyer: You 


IF GRAEME Whickman saw any 
dark irony in starting his new job 
as president and chief executive of 
Eord Australia on April 1, he’s kept 
it well hidden. 

No wonder. Considering the state 
of Eord’s local arm after almost a 
decade of slumping sales and rivers 
of red ink, he’d more easily be seen 
as the victim of an April Eool’s joke 
than the perpetrator. 

Now that his predecessor, 

Bob Graziano, has shifted his 
retirement forward, 47-year-old 
Whickman has inherited the task 
of ushering the Blue Oval through 
the traumatic “transformation” 
from manufacturer to importer. 

Originally Graziano, who oversaw 
the decision to close ford’s two 
Australian manufacturing plants 
in October 2016 and kill off the 
falcon, committed to seeing that 
process through to the end. 

His premature departure 
rekindled speculation the 
Broadmeadows assembly line 


and Geelong engine plant would 
shutter early. Dismal sales for the 
new f GX falcon have done nothing 
to discourage that line of thought. 

Yet Whickman, who served as 
Graziano ’s marketing, sales and 
service VP, rejects such thinking. 
“Categorically not. [The two are] 
completely unrelated,” he insists. 

“Our plan for the cessation of 
manufacturing remains as we 
committed. Nothing is sitting in the 
background that would prompt Bob 
to make a decision and move on. 

“Our plan is the plan. We have a 
build and a sales rate that support 
our commitment. Our commitment 
remains the same.” 

Whickman is an unabashed 
Graziano fan, praising his work 
and legacy. Plenty of ford and V8 
Supercars fans may disagree, but 
Whickman says Graziano did a 
hard job as well as possible. 

“He fixed the fundamentals, 
made some tough decisions and 
dealt with reality in a way that 


was very dignified and very 
respectful of people. It was 
recognising our organisation 
needed to transform, build our 
brand back and make some really 
cool decisions around being a 
pioneer in customer experience. 

Graziano often recruited people 
he had worked with previously. He 
and Whickman had been together 
in China, and when Graziano’s call 
came from Melbourne, he says 
there was no hesitation. 

“I want to be part of this 
turnaround,” Whickman says. 

“I believe in the brand, I believe in 
the product and I believe we have a 
really cool road to drive down.” 

He’s not kidding about needing a 
turnaround. In 2014, ford Oz sold 
79,703 vehicles, its lowest total 
since 1966. falcon sedan and ute 
sales, at 9134, were the lowest since 
the model was introduced in 1960. 

This year is not off to a great 
start, ford registrations for the first 
two months are down 20.7 percent. 


“The nature of the sales we have 
and the type of sales and who we 
sell them to are just as important 
to us as the total is to some 
others,” Whickman counters. “So 
the quality and the richness of our 
business is the first port of call in 
terms of success.” 

In other words, ford is chopping 
mass fleet deals that create volume 
over profit. Private buyers are 
now the Holy Grail. Still, a climb 
in volume is expected as all-new 
Mondeo, Everest and Mustang roll 
out, with updates for Ranger and 
focus, and 20 new models by 2020. 

“There will be an expectation 
that we would have a different 
number than we have been selling 
in recent years, but I am not going 
to make any crazy predictions,” 
Whickman says. “I am going to 
sit quietly and hopefully achieve, 
with a bit of humility and respect, 
and then when we get there I’ll be 
happy about it.” 

BRUCE NEWTON 



1999 2004 2009 2014 
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Could Graziano’s departure 
hasten Ford’s factory closures? 
“Categorically not,” says new 


CEO Graeme Whickman 



I 




THROUGHOUT his five-year term as Ford 
Australia’s top salesman, Bob Graziano 
(pictured right, speaking to the author) 
hated going off-script and refused to drop 
his guard with media; the tape recorder was 
a flame thrower, its operator the enemy. 
Journalists were always trying to drag him 
into the weeds, he said, and his job was to 
stay out of them. 

The trouble was - and remains - the closure 
of Ford’s two Australian plants and the end 
of Falcon could never be encompassed in a 
press release, TV appearances and constant 
use of the word “transformation”. Those who 
got to know Graziano talk of his warmth, 
humour, compassion and integrity, and being 
the right man for a very hard job. We never 
got to see that. 

Farewell, Bob, it would have been nice 
to know you. 



► MAY 2015 


Toyota pay deal 

TOYOTA has locked in a pay deal with its workers 
that guarantees conditions and pay until the 
end of local production in 2017. The Australian 
Manufacturing Workers Union, which announced 
the landmark agreement for the Altona plant's 
2000 employees, said nine out of 10 had voted 


in favour of the last-ever agreement. "Now that 
the union has secured certainty over the closure 
arrangements, we will be putting all our efforts 
into working with governments and industry to 
create alternative jobs," AMWU national vehicles 
secretary Dave Smith said. 


viewa 


COMPETITION OPENS 1/04/15 AND CLOSES 25/05/15. FOR FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS, PLEASE VISIT WWW.WHELSMAG.COM.AU/BMWDRIVEDAY 


TAKE THE 
WHEEL 

Scan this page 
with the viewa 
app to watch M 
Division's wildest 
animals in action 




Join Wheels at a 
BMW track day 

Here’s your chance to track-test a fleet 
of tyre-shredding BMW M cars 


THIS 
COULD 
BE YOU 


IF YOU want to do more than 
simply read about the world’s 
latest and greatest sportscars, pay 
attention: here’s your chance to 
drive them. 

Wheels is teaming up with 
BMW Australia to offer 19 of our 
readers the chance to cut loose in 
a fleet of the Bavarian company’s 
newest machinery. 

And we’re not talking about 
threading a 1 Series through 
some witches hats here. Think 
400kW-plus, rear-drive monsters, 
exclusive use of an empty Sydney 
Motorsport Park for an entire day, 
and expert tuition that actually 
encourages you to perform tyre- 
shredding drifts. 

The lucky winners will be 


flown to Sydney and put up for 
the night to take part in BMW’s 
Intensive Driving Experience, 
which doesn’t only aim to 
teach you the fundamentals of 
performance car driving, but 
includes access to some of the 
best machinery ever to wear the 
hallowed M badge. 

That includes the new 4.4-litre 
twin-turbo V8 M6, which shifts 
a colossal 412kW/680Nm to the 
rear wheels via a trick M Active 
differential. You’ll also get to play 
with two of the greatest German 
sports stars on sale; the new, 
twin-turbo M3 and M4 twins. 

Winners will also drive the 
most powerful BMW on sale: 
the new 423kW/750Nm X6M. 


Competitive types are f 

also catered for,, with all 
participants offered the H 

chance to take part in a timed B 
slalom exercise, I 

And the best bit? Wheels ■ 

will be there, too, not only 
to rub shoulders and share 
war stories, but to document your 
exploits in the magazine. 

Of course, honing your oversteer 
skills is hungry work, so BMW will 
provide breakfast, morning tea, 
lunch and afternoon tea to keep you 
going between exercises. 

So how do you win this mouth- 
watering opportunity? Simply scan 
the Viewa app on this page with 
your smartphone and follow the 
link. Then fill in your details and, in 


25 words or less, tell us what the 
power of M means to you. 

Or head to WheelsMag.com.au 
where you will find the 
competition entry page, and the 
latest breaking motoring news, 
features and exclusive videos. 

The BMW M Experience 
takes place on June 18 at 
Sydney Motorsport Park. Entries 
close late-May, so get in quick, 
and good luck! 
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amocESTonE 

Your Journey. Our Passion 




Be driven by 

pure adrenalin 



Predsion handling. Maximum control. 


Bridgestone Australia Ltd. 

For your nearest Bodgestorve Authorised 
Dealer visit our website 


bridgestone.com.3u 



Tesla’s cure for anxiety 

TESLA says the latest software for its Model S 
saloon "eliminates range anxiety" for good. Far 
from being a huge leap in battery technology, 
the solution from the California-based company 
is its new Trip Planner' app. The app will direct 
the driver to the nearest Telsa rapid charging 


points (dubbed Superchargers) within current 
range if your final destination is beyond 
the battery's remaining capability. More 
importantly, the new software also provides the 
Model S with automatic emergency braking and 
blind-spot warning safety systems. 




The end 
of rang^anxiety 


Leaf to sway buyers 

THE Nissan Sway concept 
revealed at the Geneva show 
in March is widely tipped to 
spawn the next-generation 
Leaf due in 2016. Officially, 
Nissan senior executive Shiro 
Nakamure would say only that 
the Sway “gives a hint of a 
next-generation hatchback”. 


Electric vehicle makers say a fix for ■ 
running out of charge is almost here 



THE world’s top carmakers know 
range anxiety is a major obstacle 
to EV acceptance. So leaders in 
the battery EV business are racing 
to do something about it. 

Nissan-Renault chief Carlos 
Ghosn tersely confirmed the 
range-doubling goal for the 
second generation of the world’s 
biggest-selling EV, the Leaf, on 
late-night Japanese television in 
December (see sidebar). 

Japan-based automotive 
website Daily Kanban followed up 
Ghosn’s interview, and a senior 
Nissan spokesman was explicit 
about the company’s aims. “We 
continue our R&D efforts because 
we believe that we can do more 
with battery electric, and very 
soon take the issue of range off 
the table,” said communications 
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chief Jeff Kuhlman. “In other 
words, cars with a comparable 
range to today’s petrol vehicles.” 

How will they do it? While 
there’s almost daily news of some 
miraculous lab breakthrough 
in battery tech, even the most 
promising of these are years from 
industrial-scale production. Our 
prediction is that Nissan will 
use lithium-ion cells, but with 
greater energy density packing 
more kilowatt-hours into a given 
amount of space. The current Leaf 
has a 24kWh battery pack. Double 
this and you also double range. 

Tesla’s Elon Musk has already 
confirmed the company’s third 
mainstream car will have a 
48kWh battery pack. Envisaged 
by Musk as a BMW 3 Series- 
beater, it’s due in 2017 and will 


have a “realistic” 320km range. 
Musk also promises a $US35,000 
($A44,700) starting price for 
the car before a $US7500 tax 
incentive. That compares to the 
Model S’s $US71,010 for a 305km 
range and 60kWh battery. 

Such a price looks like brilliant 
value compared with the other 
anxiety-ending EVs on the way. 
After confirming the Aussie- styled 
Chevrolet Bolt will be put into 
production, CM has estimated a 
range of 320km and a target price 
of $US30,000 after incentives. 

All three cars are likely to make 
it to Australia (if CM decides to 
build the Bolt in RHD). Here, as 
elsewhere, they’ll change how 
people think of EVs, if they can 
deliver on their range promises. 

JOHN CAREY 


To the point 

here’s exactly what Carlos Ghosn 
told a Tokyo Business News channel 
interviewer about the next Leaf: 

Q: Is Nissan working on new batteries? 
Ghosn: Yes. 

Can you tell us more? 

No. 

Will the range double? 

Yes. 

That means more than 400km? 

Yes. 






Date set for Cactus 

CITROEN will launch its funky C4 Cactus 
here in January 2016, targeting the Mazda 
CX-3, Renault Captur, Honda HR-V and 
Peugeot 2008. Dubbed C4 (despite using 
the 'PF1' underpinnings of the smaller C3), 
the high-riding five-seat, five-door hatch is 


likely to land offering a pair of turbo engines; 
one petrol and one diesel. It should mirror 
rivals by sitting in the $25-35K bracket. "The 
C4 Cactus has the potential to be our most 
popular model,” Citroen Australia general 
manager John Startari told Wheels. 




Marketplace 

A record February and it’s not a leap year 


HIGHLIGHTS A figure of 90,424 new vehicles sold in the second month of 2015 
makes it the best sales result for February on record. It was 3606 more than 
February 2014, and overwhelms the 0.2% decline in January for a year-to-date 
growth figure of 4.2%. Yet again, it’s SUVs leading the charge with the small-SUV 
sector posting 50% growth, medium 14% and large 19%. Amazingly, private SUV 
purchases grew by 24.3% over February 2014. 



Incoming 



LOWLIGHTS The passenger vehicle segment fell 6.6% as the SUV takes over the 
Aussie motoring landscape like a feral rabbit. And it’s business that’s holding back, 
with a 3% fall in contrast to private purchases that were up 6.1%. Even the Mazda 3 
suffered. Though it remained our second-best seller, its 3598 sales were down from 
3969 in February last year. The Toyota Corolla, Camry and Volkswagen Golf were 
the only cars in the top 10 to increase sales. 

L 

HYUNDAI ix35 

It’s hard to believe the 1x35 is near the end of its life 
given its sales success. It sold 1856 in February, up 
from 1636 in January, and its 16.9% year-to-date sales 
increase puts it second only to Mazda’s CX-5 (2085). 





Selling only 240 Kugas in February (282 in January) is a far 
cry from this time last year, when 508 were sold, but Ford has 
pinned its hopes on new diesels - which have been restricted 
in supply - reigniting Kuga’s spark over the next few months. 


DECREASE 


■■ Corolla ' 
makes up a 
quarter of 
Toyotas 
t sold . ^ 


FORD KUGA 


TOP 20 


TOYOTA YTD SALES 


77,814 

Passenger & SUV sales - Feb 2015 


TOTAL SALES 


PASSENGER CARS 

1. Toyota Corolla 

2. Mazda 3 

3. Holden Commodore 

SALES 

3939 

3598 

2517 

RANK SALES 

(JAN '15) (FEB '14) 

2 3332 

1 3969 

5 2777 

4. 

Hyundai i30 

2126 

3 

2372 

5. 

Mazda CX-5 

2085 

6 

1752 

6. 

Hyundai ix35 

1856 

7 

1491 

7. 

Toyota Camry 

1767 

13 

1891 

8. 

Nissan X-Trail 

1742 

11 

616 

9. 

Volkswagen Golf 

1735 

8 

1780 

10. 

Toyota RAV4 

1453 

9 

1614 

11. 

Mitsubishi ASX 

1451 

20 

571 

12. 

Mazda 2 

1301 

10 

1242 

13. 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 

1134 

15 

1370 

14. 

Toyota Yaris 

1242 

14 

954 

15. 

Nissan Qashqai 

1126 

26 

- 

16. 

Holden Cruze 

1109 

4 

1433 

17. 

Toyota Kluger 

1099 

24 

589 

18. 

Toyota Prado 

1040 

18 

1275 

19. 

Hyundai i20 

1018 

19 

1165 

20. 

Suzuki Swift 

930 

16 

558 


90,424 

February 2015 


Toyota 

16,243 

Mercedes-Benz 

2744 

Mazda 

9057 

Kia 

2527 

Hyundai 

8003 

Jeep 

2380 

Holden 

7809 

BMW 

1812 

Mitsubishi 

6242 

Audi 

1699 

Nissan 

5984 

Suzuki 

1490 

Ford 

5022 

Isuzu Ute 

1490 

Volkswagen 

4889 

Renault 

749 

Subaru 

3223 

Lexus 

630 

Honda 

2901 

Peugeot 

405 


APRIL-MAY 2015 

Audi A3 e-tron; BMW X5M and X6M; Citroen 
DS3 update; Ford Mondeo; Holden Astra 
GTC and VXR, Insignia VXR and Cascada; 
Hyundai i30 Series II; Kia Sorento; Land Rover 
Discovery Sport; Mitsubishi Outlander update; 
Nissan Micra and Juke facelifts, Pulsar SSS 
sedan and Navara; Mercedes-AMG S65 Coupe; 
Volkswagen Polo GTI 

Nissan Navara 

You could call 2015 the Year of the Ute, with 
a new Toyota Hilux, updated Ford Ranger 
and new Nissan Navara arriving in Aussie 
showrooms. Designated D23, the 12th-gen 
Navara will be looking to close the gap to its 
more popular rivals. It comes with a 2. 3 -litre 
Renault-Nissan turbo-diesel four in two 
forms: a 118kW/403Nm single-turbo version, 
or a 140kW/450Nm twin-turbo that easily 
outmuscles the V6 diesel it replaces. 

JUNE 2015 ONWARDS 

Audi A1 update and Q3 facelift; BMW 6 Series 
facelift; Infiniti Q70; Kia Proceed GT update; 
Mercedes-AMG G63 S and GT S; Mini Gooper S 
JCW; Range Rover Sport SVR; Skoda Fabia; 
Suzuki Vitara; Toyota Aurion update, Gamry 
facelift and Prius V update 

Mercedes-AMG C63 S 

It rarely gets better than this: the C63 S, the 
most potent version of the all-new C-CIass 
sedan and wagon. We Aussies buy more AMG 
products per capita than any other market, 
yet we miss out on the lesser-powered 340kW 
entry-level G63. Instead, we get the stonking 
375kW version, badged ‘S’, with a O-lOOkm/h 
claim of 4.0sec. To make the new G63 even 
better, it weighs less and is even more fun to 
drive than its predecessor. Yet it’s the same 
price as the G36 of 1995, at $154,900. Wow. 
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Keep it short and sweet (no more than 200 words) and please include your suburb 
if via email. You can also have your say on Facebook (search for Wheels Australia) 






TIME MACHINE 

MY APRIL edition of Wheels has just arrived, 
and as I had a quick thumb through, I stopped 
dead at Bucket List. Here’s why. 

England, 1963. 1 was 22 years old when my 
sister’s boyfriend in Rome asked if I would 
like his old Lancia Aurelia GT, a 1953 silver 
fastback coupe minus bumpers, grille and 
hubcaps, with cracked and faded paintwork. 

All sporting Lancias were RHD, a throwback 
to the days of horse-drawn carriages. The 
driver’s window was wired shut as the winder 
was broken, and the indicators didn’t work. 

But she started and ran beautifully. 

I started a complete rebuild. I took the front 
axle to Lancia in London and had it rebuilt. 

I stripped off all the paint revealing bog and 
dents. Did you know that the handsome front 
end shown on the main photo in Wheels was 
welded together from several small hand- 
beaten panels? 

The highlight of the renovation was when my 
sister married in England, her husband drove 
them away on honeymoon in his old Lancia, 
which was now my concours Aurelia GT. 

In 1971, 1 was offered a job in Adelaide, 
so I had to sell the Lancia. In 1995 I tracked 
her down to a barn just south of the Scottish 
border. She was now a tragic, dilapidated old 
lady. I could have cried. I envied your drive. 

J. Grahame Booth, via email 




MORE BUCKETS, 
PLEASE! 

THE April issue of Wheels had 
just arrived and was dutifully 
handed over to the household 
revhead. No sooner had I 
torn-off the plastic wrap and 
flicking through the pages 
I came across the Bucket List. 

I’m of Peter Robinson’s 
vintage and an avid reader 
of Wheels for over 50 years. 
Your Bucket List took me back 
to yesteryear of some of the 
great and interesting motor 
cars, some that readers are 
less familiar with. Only the 
Eord Model T had an earlier 
gestation and birthdate than 
this revhead! 

I look forward to the next 
issue of Wheels with the 
continuation of the Bucket 
List. Whilst I never fulfilled my 


Bucket List I can only sit back 
and admire the owners of those 
cars who have. But hey, one 
can still dream courtesy of a 
Wheels magazine! 

Des Neagle, Macleay Island, Qld 

SPARK PLUG 

I SEE that you’ve copped a bit 
of flack over this year’s COTY 
choice - what else is new? As a 
Wheels reader of 50 years. I’m 
as much a petrolhead as the 
rest of your readers, although 
I have become a bit partial 
to the torque of a good turbo 
diesel lately. 

However, the writing is on 
the wall. We’ve really enjoyed 
the fossil-fuelled party, but it’s 
coming to an end. Now is the 
time to start cleaning up the 
mess and think about getting 
back to a more sustainable 


lifestyle. Given the pace of 
technological change we’ve 
seen over the past 10 to 
20 years, we can barely 
imagine what the next 10 
to 20 will bring, but I’m sure 
electric propulsion will 
feature strongly. 

Congratulations on the 
leadership and making 
another brave decision. 

Ron Glanville, 
Essendon, Vic 


’STRAYA, MATE 

I AM curious about the 
term, “built or designed 
for Australian conditions”, 
frequently used to flog cars 
in Australia and the fact that 
many of them seem entirely 
unsuitable. Eor one, 

considering the massive 
distances between 


AUSTRALIAN MADE 
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Write & win 


Letter of the month prize 


Classic cars, eh? A nostalgic). Grahame Booth 
takes home Tony Davis’s latest books that yank 
the handbrake on automotive history, Total 
Leadfoot and Total Wheelspin. 


major cities and large towns in 
most of this country, to me, one 
of the first necessities is a real, 
full-size spare wheel. Maybe 
one in five new cars and SUVs 
have them. 

I’d hate to travel the 
Nullarbor with a part-time 
spare in the back. Many cars 
I’ve encountered on the road 
are in for a nasty surprise if 
they ever get a puncture or 
shred a tyre 300km from a 
town and need to rely on a 
space saver to complete 
their journey. 

I think designers in Europe, 
where most of our cars seem 
to be designed these days, 
are confusing Australia 
with Austria. 

David Fiuellen, Perth, WA 


LOST CAUSE 

I AM thinking of buying an 
SUV and keep on referring 
to the August 2014 issue of 
Wheels that had value-for- 
money medium SUVs. I have 
recently found out that while 
Toyota have capped price 
servicing for the warranty 
period (in my case, $170 per 
service) they charge $320 to 
update the GPS maps. 

If, for some reason, you 
needed accurate GPS maps, 
capped price servicing 
becomes a sideshow to the 
cost of keeping the maps up 
to date. Not to mention that 
for $320 you can buy a very 
good portable GPS (with free 
updates). 

Roger Ladbrook, via emaii 


PICK, AXE 

WE’VE been led to believe 
that moving to a full import 
business will allow Holden to 
pick from the best vehicles 
across GM’s global range. 

Judging by the comments of 
GM design boss Ed Welburn 
on the Buick Avenir {Wheels, 
March 2015), “This is too 
swoopy to wear a Holden 
badge”, it looks like it is 
going to be a long, hard 
road for Holden. 


RACE RELATIONS 

SEEING the El paddock 
thundering down the 
Harbour Bridge would be 
spectacular (Sydney makes 
bid for Australian Grand Prix, 
WheelsMag.com.au). Good luck 
to [NSW Premier Mike] Baird, 
but it’s gonna be tough stealing 
it from Melbourne. Get ’em up 
to Bathurst, I say! Eacilities are 
all there and it can hold a few 
hundred thousand more than 
Albert Park. 

Adrian Byrne, via Facebook 


UGLY MOOD 

EVERYBODY knows that 
Cadillacs, Camaros and 
Corvettes are GM brands, and 
not Holdens. So why not just 
sell them as Chevrolets? 

Benefits will include great 
cost savings from not having 
to rebadge cars. And that 
ugly front view {Wheels, 

March 2015) is simply what an 
Australian car brand would 
not do. The outer shell of the 
Cadillac CTS looks more like 
the ugly sister of a Subaru. 

Graham Cartwright, Richmond, l\ISW 


So Holden won’t get access 
to anything remotely stylish, 
and Australia will be served 
up nothing more that run-of- 
the-mill Vauxhalls and Opels. 
With a full import portfolio we 
should expect more, not less, in 
the Holden range. 

Robert ins, Haberfieid, NSW 


A 


“Designers in Europe, 
where most of our cars 
are designed these days, 
are confusing Australia 
with Austria” 






johnCarey 

ON BEAUTY AND SAFETY ^ 


CARS WERE BEAUTIFUL WHEN THEY WERE DEADLY. THE TROSSI MERCEDES, FOR 
EXAMPLE. THIS ONE-OFF TWO-SEAT SPORTS CAR, BUILT ON THE CHASSIS OF A 
1928 SSK RACER AND NAMED FOR THE ITALIAN NOBLEMAN WHO COMMISSIONED 
IT IN 1930, IS GORGEOUS ENOUGH TO MAKE YOUR GUMS AGHE. 


It’s fairly safe to assume that the Trossi’s rare 
beauty is the reason Ralph Lauren decided to buy 
it. But seen with modern eyes, this four-wheeled 
work of art is dangerous. It’s easy to imagine the 
unrestrained driver being impaled by the car’s 
lance-like steering column in a serious head-on 
impact. It’s equally easy to visualise the passenger 
being flung to a nasty demise in a rollover. And 
what the sharp-edged radiator shell and glass- 
lensed headlights would do to a pedestrian is 
awful to contemplate. 

No one would dare suggest winding the safety 
clock backward to Count Trossi’s time. We’ve 
all gradually accepted it is worth sacrificing 
some beauty for greatly improved safety. The 
creativity of today’s car designers is certainly 
somewhat stifled by the legal requirements that 


Yet isn’t this exactly what pedestrian 
protection regulations do? Designing and 
testing cars to ensure they meet legal ped-pro 
standards also adds cost. So does hardware 
favoured by premium carmakers, such as active 
bonnets and external airbags. 

In Australia, pedestrian fatalities are 
outnumbered by driver and passenger deaths 
by roughly five to one. Data also suggests that 
about one-third of the pedestrians killed are 
affected by alcohol (as in above the legal limit 
for driving). 

A cold-hearted cynic would ask: “Why should 
I pay to mitigate the injuries of an irresponsible 
drunk who steps off the footpath without 
looking?” It’s a good question. 

Cars today may not be as beautiful as they 


Why should I pay to mitigate the injuries 


of an irresponsible drunk? 


ensure a high minimum level of safety in every 
car on the market. 

There’s another price we pay. Safety costs 
money. Each car buyer covers part of the 
expense of installing belts, bags and brakes, 
and they also pay for the engineering hours 
to develop and test safety systems that are 
properly effective. 

It’s sensible to pay this protection money. The 
risk of being involved in a really serious crash 
is slim, but should it happen it’s a guaranteed 
catastrophe. The logic here is similar to buying 
home insurance. It’s not very likely your house 
will burn down, but if it does... 

Sticking with this analogy, how would you feel 
about being forced to also pay for the insurance 
of your next-door neighbour’s house? Or that 
of some stranger in a distant city? Outrageous! 
Being made to pay for something that can only 
benefit someone else? No way... 


once were, but there are limits to what can be 
expected when it comes to making them safer. 

Pedestrians are supremely vulnerable, and 
nothing can change this fact. As studies from 
Sweden suggest, avoiding impact altogether or 
reducing impact speed is likely to save more 
of them than the best pedestrian-friendly nose 
design. Shockingly, according to the Swedes, 
half the drivers of cars that kill pedestrians 
either do not brake at all before impact or slow 
only slightly. 

Autonomous car tech can change that. 
Dramatically. And once autonomy is perfectly 
reliable, there’s no reason why cars couldn’t be 
safe and beautiful, is there? 


Good form 

ANCAP has been 
conducting pedestrian 
safety tests since 2000. 

Of the many technological 
advances in that time, 
the organisation believes 
daytime running lights to 
be the biggest contributor 
to pedestrian safety 
cutting daytime fatalities 
by 12 percent. 

Despite the advances 
in front end designs and 
autonomous braking 
systems, a vehicle only 
needs to achieve an 
Acceptable’ pedestrian 
protection rating to be 
eligible for an overall 
five-star safety rating. 
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TMKE IT TO THE 










step it up with the new limited edition D-MAX X-RUNNER. A next level .r;c 
4x4 ute finished in unique lapis blue or silky pearl white paint. The '/V 
X-RUNNER comes fully loaded with great features like a passive entry 
and start system, touchscreen sat nav and leather seats' plus loads more. ■ 

I T 

Discover more at xrunner.com.au or visit your Isuzu UTE Dealer. 


^Private and ABN holders only, excludes government, fleet, rental & non-profit buyers, includes one year business vehicle registration, CTP insurance, dealer delivery and statutory charges, automatic transmission. Available while stocks last. Not available with other 
offers. -Leather on body contact areas of the seats. >The Capped Price Servicing Program applies to eligible Isuzu UTE vehicles with a warranty start date after 1 January 2015. The program covers the first 6 scheduled services in line with the scheduled service intervals. 
Program price subject to change. For full terms & conditions and current pricing go to isuzuute.com.au/service-plus. ''5 years/130,000km whichever occurs first, for eligible customers. Excludes trays and accessories. #Competition final entries close at 11:59pm AEST 
on 31/05/15. Terms and conditions apply, see www.xrunner.com.au for details. Permit/Licence Numbers: ACT TP 15/04766, NSW LTPS/15/01139, SA T15/259, VIC 15/308. 
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Stephen 

GETS ELECTRIFIED 


IT CAN BE HIGHLY FRUSTRATING TO PICK UP ON THINGS SLOWLY. FOR EXAMPLE, 
I ONLY JUST FOUND OUT THAT JUSTIN BIEBER IS A BOY AND NOT THE NEW BOY 
GEORGE. OR THAT ANYONE BESIDES THREE-YEAR-OLD GIRLS LIKED KATY PERRY. 


Similarly, I’ve been behind the curve on 
electric cars, mainly because the first one I drove 
was an i-MiEV, Mitsubishi’s attempt to convince 
the world that the future would be a horrible and 
dull place in which to commute. 

Even when I drove a couple of good EVs 
- Nissan’s Leaf and Renault’s tres chic Zoe - I 
just couldn’t warm to the idea of silent running. 
It’s like a really nice, calming video of water 
cascading over pebbles, with the sound off. Or 
sport without the commentary. 

As a result, I never bought into the whole 
Tesla idea. Then it started winning awards from 
robust American journalists, yet I still figured it 
wouldn’t be my cup of tequila, like sporty SUVs. 

And then Byron called. The highly excitable 
Mr Mathioudakis, who’s into cars the way rabbits 
are into breeding, was still in the effervescent 
glow of COTY testing, babbling at me non-stop 


Best of all was the way it drove, which was 
so astonishing I barely thought about the lack 
of engine noise. The Model S has the kind 
of ceaseless thrust only big torque-monster 
engines used to have, only it’s better, because it 
doesn’t have to change gear. 

I should have known I’d love this car because 
I’m a big fan of its creator, the slightly bonkers 
billionaire Elon Musk - also of Paypal and 
SpaceX fame - who often seems to know the 
future before it happens. 

Which is why we should all be a bit alarmed, 
because Musk is extremely concerned about 
the rise of artificial intelligence, and not just 
the kind that will no doubt soon roll out in 
his cars. If you’ve seen any of the Terminator 
films, you know he’s thinking self-awareness, 
Armageddon, hurty robots. 

“I think we should be very careful about 


If Apple had gotten in first, it might have 


built something like the Tesla 


about the Tesla in particular. Then I spoke to 
Butler, who went all doe-eyed over its levels of 
mid-corner grip and acceleration. 

A week later I was sliding into a Model S P85-I- 
for the first time. As I suspected, the geek-boy 
part of my brain was in raptures. The giant 
touchscreen is so fabulous that when I got home I 
couldn’t even make eye contact with my iPad. 

I loved the fact that the car remembers where 
you’ve used the air suspension to get over a 
difficult driveway, and automatically raises the 
nose the next time you approach that address. 
Then there’s the feel and the look of the whole 
package, which is just... cool. If Apple had 
gotten in first, it might have built 
something like the Tesla. 


artificial intelligence,” Musk warns. “If I had to 
guess at what our biggest existential threat is, 
it’s probably that. With artificial intelligence, 
we are summoning the demon.” 

Yes, he does sound batty, but superbrain 
Stephen Hawking agrees, saying AI “could spell 
the end of the human race”. 

Even Ashton Kutcher is interested in AI, 
apparently. Whoever he is. 


Car nut 

ELON Musk loves cars, so 
much so he bought a McLaren 
LI when he was flush with 
cash from the sale of PayPal. 
He wrote it off, spinning it 
“through the air like a discus” 
while showing off to a friend. 
It was uninsured. 

The South African-born 
43 -year-old Californian is also 
good for a quote, claiming 
that his Tesla would “crush a 
Porsche” on a race track, and 
pointing out that now really is 
a good time to live in history: 
“Life sucked in the old days. 
People knew very little, and 
you were likely to die at a 
young age of some horrible 
disease. You'd probably have 
no teeth by now.” 
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TIMING 


FOR CHAMPIONS 


The Dakar - The world's greatest car 
race and human adventure. The new 
Edox Chronodakar 111 Limited Edition 
is made of the strongest titanium. The 
Chronodakar iii Limited Edition is a 
1000-piece limited edition and reflects to 


perfection the attributes of the world's 
greatest drivers: sound, robust and reliable. 
Edox is the official timekeeper for the 
Dakar Rally, the Extreme Sailing Series'^” 
and the World Curling Federation 
(WCF), Edox - Timing for Champions. 
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NathanPondiard 

MAKE IT A MANUAL 


A LOT CAN HAPPEN IN 15 YEARS. BABIES BECOME LITTLE ADULTS, SUPPRESSED 
NATIONS TRANSFORM INTO WORLD SUPERPOWERS, AND TECHNOLOGY 
REINVENTS ITSELF AT SUCH PACE THAT BUILT-IN OBSOLESCENCE NOW APPLIES 
TO COMPUTERS, NOT CARS. 


Yet here I am, bashing away at a keyboard with 
the same four fingers I’ve always used, wondering 
where the flippin’ heck time went. Down the 
gurgler along with Saab, Oldsmobile, Hummer, 
Pontiac, Daewoo, Rover, MG, Plymouth, and fax 
machines apparently. 

But hopefully not the manual transmission. 
Speaking to Tobias Moers from AMG the other day, 
he said to me “no one misses the manual gearbox”. 
Um, I’m sorry, mate, but that’s bullshit. No one 
misses a column change without synchromesh on 
first, but many people still love a great manual. 

Mazda’s new SkyActiv-MT in the 2, 3, CX-3, base 
CX-5 and new-gen MX-5 is such a tactile delight 
it somehow manages to take the shine off the 


I hearted the original VW so truly, madly, deeply 
that I once kept a short-sleeved blue polo shirt 
knitted by my Aunty Val (it was the mid-70s) for 
years after it no longer fitted me, simply because 
the three top buttons were little plastic Beetles. 

Thinking back to some of the turgid shite I’ve 
driven over the last 15 years, like the N16 Pulsar 
sedan, the first Rio, several non-Ralliart Lancers 
(and the actual Lancer Ralliart, which was 
terrible), they’re the reason many people simply 
don’t enjoy driving modern cars. Colourless, 
personality-deprived, low-brow appliances. 

But for every beige-mobile Swiss Family 
Robinson GLXi, there’s an underdog with a 
sparkle in its eye, like Suzuki’s scorned-from- 


My VW Beetle keeps motoring real... until one 


day it flips over and bursts into flames 


similarly impressive SkyActiv-Drive auto. Then 
there’s Porsche’s sublime six-speed manual in the 
Boxster/Cayman, and even the sweet little manual 
in Volkswagen’s sadly departed Up. 

After nearly 50 years of driving, my 67-year-old 
mother has never owned an automatic. She may be 
the exception to the rule these days, but I’ll take 
to the streets and protest if the manual looks like 
going the way of Red Tulip After Dinner Mints. 

It’s almost laughable what we didn’t take for 
granted in bread-and-butter cars back in 2000. 
Air-conditioning, power windows, cruise control, 
ABS brakes, more than two airbags and even 
traction control, not to mention ESC. 

For years, I disabled every electronic driver aid 
in everything I drove, simply because I knew how 
rubbish most of them were if push came to shove, 
and I rated my own chances of performing a rescue 
a whole lot better - especially in Korean cars. 

We were used to having cars slide and slither 
about, which was really good practice for throttle 
control. To that end, my 1966 VW Beetle with 
15-year-old Michelins, drum brakes and rear swing 
axles keeps motoring real for me... until it one day 
flips over and bursts into flames. 

My multi-hued, unintentionally rat-rodded 
Beetle reminds me of why I love cars. Obsessed 
as a child by air-cooled anything, especially drum- 
braked Beetles and Kombis with domed hubcaps. 


birth Celerio, which is so much better than any 
of us expected it to be, despite some (now fixed) 
braking issues. 

And that’s what still keeps me interested. 


Ferocious feedback 

MY DEBUT Wheels piece - a 
breakout on the history of 
the WRX for the May 2000 
Subaru Impreza 22B cover 
story - coincided with Cristian 
Brunelli’s debut (he shot the 
22B feature). Big Gull and I 
had both escaped from Hot 4s 
magazine in Sydney’s western 
suburbs, each driving loud, 
heavily modified cars. 

In my first few months on 
staff at Wheels, someone wrote 
in saying “send him back to 
loud fours and stereos where 
he belongs”, which John Carey 
told me was a compliment: 

“If you don’t get at least three 
letters complaining about 
something, you’re not doing 
your job properly.” 
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KE SHANNONS 
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Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like: 


■ Choice of repairer ■ Agreed value ■ Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts 

■ Limited Use & Club Plate cover ■ Laid up cover ■ One excess free windscreen 
claim per year ■ Total Loss Salvage options ■ Home Contents Insurance 
including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your collectables & tools 

■ Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage ■ Pay by the month 
premiums at no extra cost 

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or your 
home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast. 

Join the Shannons Club today! Get connected 
and share your passion - shannons.com.au/club 




SHARE THE PASSION 


INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU 

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not taken 
account of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy. 
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. ^ Download the new uiewa augmented reality 

^ app to access eight exclusive videos for your 

VI6WO phone or tablet - it’s fantastic and it’s free! 
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BMW M Fest 

Your chance to get sideways in the 
latest cars to wear an M badge 




Fiat 500X 

American bones and Italian looks 
for new mini SUV 




Mazda CX-3 

Hiroshima’s baby SUV tested in the 
urban jungle 
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Bucket List bonanza 

Wheels journos track test their 
dream machines 


□ Available on the 

App Store 


iPhone is a trademark of Apple Inc., ^ - uiewa is available 

registered in the U.S. and other countries, CjOOQIC D ! 3 V Android devices, 

App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. J versions 2 . 2 - 23.7 
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Porsche 

Cayman 

GT4 

Analogue sports car for 
today’s digital age 


Model Porsche Cayman GT4 
Engine 3800cc flat 6, dohc, 24v 
Max power 283kW @ 7400rpm 
Max torque 420Nm @ 4750rpm 
Transmission 6-speed manual 
Weight 1340kg 
0-100km/h 4.4sec (claimed) 
Economy 10.3L/100km 
Price $190,300 

. Jpsale Second half 2015 " 


“THE simple things 
are often the best,” 
says Andreas 
Preuninger, 
Porsche’s manager 
of motorsport 
and high-performance cars. And 
after just a quick scan of the new 
Cayman GT4’s specs, it’s difficult 
to argue the point. 

Instead of adding complexity 
to the Cayman GTS to create the 
GT4, Preuninger and his team 
have inserted performance 
simplicity. A bigger 3.8-litre 
engine pretty much straight from 
the 911 Carrera S; brakes and front 
end from the GTS; an aero kit 
that brings downforce front and 
rear; gearbox restricted to a six- 
speed manual only. And, presto, a 
$190,000 entry level to Porsche’s 
GT range for buyers with every 
intention - or perhaps just the 


vaguest daydream - of heading 
trackside in something ready to 
race straight out of the box. 

Make no mistake, the Cayman 
GT4 is a hardened sports car 
in the old-fashioned sense. No 
turbochargers, no automated 
gearbox, just a 283kW flat-six, a 
clutch pedal and 1340kg of weight 
to shift via the rear wheels. 

Starting on the outside, there 
are three big inlets in the front 
airdam to feed the radiators, a 
trademark Porsche GT outlet 
just ahead of the bonnet catch, 
extensions to the side scoops to 
force more air into the engine, 
and a big wing on the back. The 
380mm brake discs are so big they 
require 20-inch rims. 

Inside, the seats and 918-style 
steering wheel are trimmed in 
Alcantara for grip. More heavily 
bolstered lightweight seats cost an 
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extra $6890 and a half roll-cage, 
harnesses and fire extinguisher 
are another three grand. 

Suspension is Porsche’s 
active PASM set-up with two 
levels of stiffness (effectively 
firm and hard). You can hit a 
button to (quite delightfully) give 
automatic blips of the throttle 
on downchanges, but otherwise 
the Cayman GT4 experience is 
arguably analogue. And always, 
when you’re behind the wheel, 
in your face. 

There are decibels of pure, not 
synthesised, engine noise, and 
by ripping out sound insulation 
from the engine bay Porsche has 
also brought back transmission 
whine, at least when there’s a 
load on the drivetrain. Which 
would be most of the time, 
because there’s very little 
incentive to drive the GT4 slowly. 

The 3.8-litre Carrera S engine 
is remarkably unchanged in the 
GT4. Outputs are down by llkW 


and 20Nm compared to the 911, 
but being lighter helps the GT4 to 
a O.Ssec-quicker O-lOOkm/h time. 

Perhaps more impressively, 
the extra capacity gives an added 
dose of flexibility across the 
7800rpm rev range, despite a 
high torque peak of 4750rpm. In 
third gear, for instance, the GT4 
will pull without hesitation from 
speeds not much beyond walking 
pace to deep into three figures. 

In sixth gear on the highway, 
shuffling back a couple of gears 
might be good fun for the extra 
urge and the crackle of the 
exhaust, but it’s barely necessary 
given the instant throttle 
response in the highest ratio. 

Acceleration through the gears 
is relentless, but not beyond 
the Cayman’s levels of traction, 
bolstered by 295/30ZR20 rear 
rubber. Porsche admits the 
O-lOOkm/h time of 4.4 seconds 
could have been bettered by 
fitting a seven-speed PDK, but 


reckons there’s a market for a 
manual-only sports car. 

There’s no doubting the 
chassis set-up is stiff, and over 
bumpy roads the front end bucks 
and weaves, and braking points 
need to be adjusted accordingly. 
Get it right and the GT4’s ultra- 
sharp steering reacts intuitively, 
the body sits flat, grip is absolute 
and there’s never any doubt 
about the right power to cleanly 
exit a corner. 

If you want to fool about with 
overcoming those limits, the 
balance is such that backing off 
and powering on will tuck in the 
front end and move the tail out 
with delicious ease. 

Like any Cayman or Boxster, 
however, it’s for the most part 
a neutral handler with little in 
the way of understeer. The GT4 
gives the distinct impression that 
all four corners - including the 
245/35 front hoops - are sharing 
the load lightly, though the limits 


are higher, and there’s bulk power 
and torque to make exits quicker 
and the next corner arrive faster. 
Porsche’s stability control is finely 
attenuated to allow some lateral 
free -play before gently negating 
sideways slip. 

Those big brakes can take any 
amount of punishment and in 
such a lightweight sports car, 
effect impressive stopping power. 
But if someone is thinking of 
competing in a 24-hour enduro 
in their Cayman GT4, ceramic 
composite discs are optional at a 
cool $17,990, or almost 10 percent 
of the purchase price. 

While the noise, the firm ride 
and even the lack of rearward 
visibility (that massive wing) 
can make road use tiring at 
times, the Cayman GT4’s lust for 
hardcore driving is, on the whole, 
totally addictive. 

The recipe might seem simple, 
but the results are glorious. 

JONATHAN HAWLEY 


There are decibels of pure, non-synthesised engine 
noise and Porsche has brought back gear whine 
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Front airdam features three big 
openings to feed the radiators 
and cool the brakes. Like the 4 
GTS, there’s an exit slot ahead 
of the bonnet catch that also 
adds to downforce. The extra 
plastic adds 34mm compared * 
with the Cayman GTS. 


The 3.8-litre flat six borrowed 
from the 911 Carrera S has been 
rotated 180 degrees to suit the 
Cayman’s mid-engined layout, 
with drive heading rearwards. In 
this guise it produces llkW and 
20Nm less, but Cayman GT4 is 
around 75kg lighter. 


Standard brakes are 380mm 
ventilated discs all round - that’s 
50mm (front) and 80mm (rear) 
bigger than Cayman GTS’s. 

In addition to adding yellow 
calipers, PGGB ceramics are 
lighter, grippier and, at 410mm 
and 390mm, even bigger. 





HE Exige may come from 


left field, but with its 3.5-litre 
supercharged Toyota V6 pumping 
out258kW, this is no Aurion. At 
1176kg, it’sabare-bones racer 
and 0-100 in a claimed 4.0sec 
makes it quicker than the GT4. 



Jaguar F-iype R 
Coupe 

■ $21^00 


ANOTHER pumped-up coupe, 
but with grand touring rather than 
racetrack aspirations. Still, the 
E-Type’s 5.0-litre supercharged 
V8 with 404kW is hardly short of 
mumbo, getting to 100 in 4.2sec. 



PORSCHE says 80 percent 
of Cayman GT4 customers 
will find themselves on a 
racetrack at some stage. 

To that end, a ‘Track 
Precision’ smartphone app 
is available with the $3990 
Sport Chrono package 
that enables you to not 
only time laps but also 
compare inconsistencies 
with a perfect reference 
lap and, of course, the 
obligatory ability to share 
and analyse data with 
fellow gentleman racers 
after a track session. The 
app relies on pre-loaded 
GPS data from a variety of 
racetracks globally and, 
while Australian circuits 
haven’t yet been mapped, 
the process isn’t a 
difficult one. 
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Suzuki Celerio 
998cc 3cyl, dohc, 12v 
50kW @ eOOOrpm 
90Nnn @ SSOOrpm 
CVT automatic 
860kg 

13.5sec (estimated) 
4.8L/100km ' 
$13,990 driveaway 


Suzuki Celerio 


Look beyond the infamy, and you’ll be surprised 


like the VW Up, Fiat Panda and 
Hyundai ilO. Cars we’d buy. 

So take the Celerio’s styling 
(please!). Short overhangs, a 
glassy turret and an Austin 
Metro-esque boxy shape gel in a 
function- over- form, anti-fashion 
statement, brilliantly fitting the 
city- car brief. That’s in stark 
contrast to the trendy Alto’s tiny 
windows and fat pillars. 

And Celerio’s aesthetics literally 
improve out of sight once you’re 
seated in its far-from-nasty cabin. 
It benefits from a user-friendly 
interface, with light flooding in on 
a pretty Swift-esque dash defined 
by crisp controls and fiercely 
effective ventilation. 

Suzuki says Celerio is the 
roomiest sub-B class combatant 
available anywhere, the upshot 
of ‘inside-out’ engineering and 
a wheelbase just 5mm short of 
the Swift’s. So four adults can 
sit in spacious surrounds, with 
Conehead-pleasing headroom 
and sufficient legroom out 


back, while the 254-litre boot 
borders on big, supported by 
split/folding backrests. 

Classy detailing abounds, like 
the Lena Dunham-esque polka- 
dot seat and door patterns, and 
Celerio’s doors don’t sound tinny. 
The only serious blot is front 
seat headrests that foul bouffant 
hairstyles, and an overly reclined 
and semi-convex rear backrest. 

Alert performance is another 
Celerio highpoint. Addressing 
one of our biggest Alto issues, the 
50kW/90Nm 1.0-litre three-pot 
actually idles smoothly, though 
the lumpiness is still there just 
as power is applied. As you do, 
a slight shudder is accompanied 
by a momentary delay before 
smoothing out again. Pushing the 
Sport button that locks out the 
top ratio helps, but the hiccup can 
be irksome if you’re in a hurry. 

Suzuki’s pleasingly smooth 
CVT is remarkably linear, always 
lively, and not too droney, with 
ra oomph in the upper 


Value for money; performance 






reaches of the rev range adding to 
this drivetrain’s can-do appeal. 

That’s worth keeping in mind, 
for a stable roadholding attitude 
means Celerio can be driven flat- 
out through corners like one of 
the better city cars, supported 
by sharp steering that allows for 
precise handling. But stability 
nannies do butt in frequently. 

Conversely, that same helm 
astounds with ultra-tight 
manoeuvrability. And the 
suspension soaks up city bumps 
like a much bigger car’s. The 
catch? Some body roll, but then 
the Celerio kind of rolls with the 
punches anyway. And the disc/ 
drum brakes never failed us once. 

So Suzuki’s sub-B troublemaker 
easily outstrips expectations. 
Five-star safety should be a given, 
but Celerio’s perky performance, 
happy handling, relative 
refinement and sizeable spec 
deserve to make waves... once 
people see past all the notoriety. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


So how is this Celerio CVT, at 
$13,990 driveaway, one of this 
year’s surprise packages? Do we 
have a death wish? Or has the 
bad boy of the baby car brigade 
seduced us, like Grease’s Danny to 
our wide-eyed Sandy? 

Suzuki’s beauty school drop- 
out was developed in Japan - not 
India like the Alto it replaces - by 
an engineering team that actually 
gives a damn. It sprung from a 
four-year development program 
benchmarking sub-B superstars 


AFTER the pert Euro- 
market Splash turned 
into the gawky Celerio, 
many eyes bled, 
prompting the question 
“was Subaru involved in the 


styling?” Next, early versions 
attracted poor crash-test ratings 
(since improved but still not ideal) 
before total brake failure during 
independent testing, er, stopped 
Celerio sales dead. Suzuki blamed 


a faulty pedal bracket, which has 
since been fixed. 





Friendly styling, eager 


performance, fun handling and a 
roomy cabin make Micra one of 
the more palatable micros. But 
its miserable interior ambience is 
enough to wipe the smile off even 
Mary Poppins’face. 



No other micro-class autos are 
recommended, meaning buyers 
need to seek a used jewel, like 
a current-shape two-year old 
Swift auto. Like theCelerio, it’s a 



surprisingly spirited performer, 
with the added refinement of a 
zesty 1 .4-litre four-pot drivetrain. 


In January, UK magazine 
Autocar experienced 
two separate total brake 
failures while performing 
emergency stop testing 
in the Celerio, prompting 
Suzuki to instantly halt 
sales worldwide. Days 
later it transpired that in 
right-hand drive cars, a 
metal piece in the pedal 
linkage designed to break 
away in a serious frontal 
impact to avoid foot 
trauma would also do 
so if the driver stomped 
hard enough on the pedal. 
A thicker replacement 
piece has resulted - but 
one that’s still sensitive 
enough to dismantle as 
originally engineered to. 


Suzuki’s beauty-school drop-out was 
developed in Japan, not India like Alto 





PT T o 

Sound not up to AMG standard; seeing a C63 S will have you pining g 


Quality interior; smooth and classy twin-turbo V6; nicer ride than C63 S 


Mercedes C450 AMG 4Matic 

Affalterbach turns on the lite for this six-pack stormer 



IS BIGGER always better? 
Not if it’s a boil on your 
neck, obviously, or a 
bear that’s attacking 
you, but when it comes 
to cars (and televisions) the 
accepted wisdom is that more of 
everything is our global desire. 

It was interesting, therefore, to 
drive the new Mercedes-Benz 
C450 AMG 4Matic just one 
day after the world launch of 
the angry C63 S, which has 
embiggened itself to a colossal 
375kW and 700Nm. 

The C450 is very much ‘AMG 
lite’ by comparison, and priced at 
a more aspirational customer (no 
official word, but we’re tipping 
about $110,000) who can’t quite 
stretch to more than $150K. 

Theoretically, the ‘cheap’ 

AMG is relatively puny, with just 
270kW and 520Nm from its 
3.0-litre twin-turbo V6. And 
while it makes a fine selection of 
spirited, slightly whiney noises 
- with some charming crackle 


backfires on the overrun - it does 
sound meek after the mad metal 
sounds of the C63. Switching 
to the C450 is like going from 
Metallica to Mumford and Sons. 

In isolation, on a different day. 
I’m sure it sounds sporty, which 
would reflect its character. Less 
powerful and cheaper it might be, 
but on the brilliant, climbing and 
spiralling roads of Portugal where 
we drove it, 1 would choose the V6 
model because it simply felt more 
competent, better weighted, less 
intimidating and more fun than 
the barking V8 C63 S. 

On a drag strip, of course, it 
would be embarrassed, being 
almost a second slower to 
lOOkm/h than the big-daddy 
AMG, at a still spry 4.9sec (O.lsec 
quicker than BMW’s M235i). 

Theoretically, it also loses 
some driver involvement by 
being all-wheel drive rather than 
rear-wheel slidey. But the 4Matic 
system is so clever you really 
don’t lose much aside from lurid 


drifting action, with its standard 
rear-biased torque set-up of 33:67 
providing both balance and fun. 

With its full 520Nm available 
from 2000rpm to 4200rpm, the 
C450 proves more than fast 
enough to frighten the hell out of 
yourself as you whip from short 
straight to unfamiliar hairpin 
corner. It’s so stable, sharp and 
easy to control, however, that 
you just keep pushing harder, 
because getting better at driving 
it is so easy. 

AMG’s Ride Control is a 
brilliant system, understeer 
is near imperceptible, and the 
steering is almost flawless, 
except that it could do with a 
trip to the gym. More weight 
and more feedback would be 
welcome, which AMG can do 
brilliantly; witness the SLS. 

After two days of joyous 
driving, 1 was not the only one 
who dared to whisper that they’d 
choose the ‘lite’ C450 AMG and 
pocket the change. You certainly 


lose little in terms of interior 
sparkle, which is C-Class 
impeccable, and the ride is more 
forgiving of bumps, and would be 
better day to day. 

The C63 S would make you 
wake up in the morning thinking 
about shredding your licence, 
and it will drink like an oilaholic 
(regardless of what the official 
figures say) while the C450 won’t 
be quite as far away from its 
claimed 7.6L/100km. It’s also the 
kind of performance you can live 
with; there when you need it, but 
not shouting in your ear every day 
on the commute. 

The problem is, you’ll have 
to wait, because the C450 AMG 
won’t arrive on our shores until 
next year, despite already being 
available in Europe. 

If it does manage to arrive 
at around the $110,000 mark, it 
will be a tempting proposition. 

If there’s one area where bigger 
isn’t better, it’s price. 

STEPHEN CORBY 
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e-lite group. You won’t 
hear anyone describing 
them as cheap, though; 
they’re simply “aimed at 
a broader customer base” 
and provide “an attractive 
point of entry into the 
world of AMG”. 

AGLE450 AMG will be 
unveiled in September, 
with an E450 AMG to 
follow, possibly next year. 

Mercedes’ growth 
in Australia has been 
astonishing. Who would 
have believed, even five 
years ago, that it would 
be in our top 10 for sales 
(as in November 2014), 
with one in 10 being a 
performance variant? 
Australia is AMG’s biggest 
global market per capita, 
and the fifth-largest in 
total volume. 



SEDAN practicality with AWD and 
serious stonking ability: it’s as if 
Audi was expecting this particular 



challenge from Mercedes-Benz. 
The supercharged S4 is the quiet 
achiever in this little niche, and 
definitely at its best with $4700 
worth of sports steering and diff. 



THE battle between the Benz, the 
S4 and this highly enjoyable BMW 
might be too close to call, but 


you can bet the 335i’s rear-drive 
layout and more tactile steering 
would arouse plenty of comment. 
But you have to go for the M Sport 
pack to look the business, which, 
surprisingly, is a no-cost option. 






Peugeot 308 GT 

Return-to-form hatch gets warm, not hot 


DRIVE 


IN THE context of Peugeot’s 
return to loping ride 
quality and long-haul 
jY^ comfort with the 308, 
‘GT’ seems like the 
right badge for a warm 
variant. This, stresses the French 
manufacturer, is not a GTI. 

However, the problem with 
making that distinction is that 
today’s highest profile GTI - 
the Golf - has built a legion of 
devotees by delivering its corner- 
carving ability with comfort. The 
‘I’ is irrelevant (it originally stood 
for ‘injection’); the Volkswagen is 
a grand tourer. 

By the same broad modern 
definition that allows a hot hatch 
to be a GT (‘grand tourer’ once 
called for two doors and two 
seats), the base 308 is already 
halfway there. It rides well, but 
needs some speed. 

The GT’s high-output 1.6-litre 
turbo-petrol and, to a lesser 
degree, the 133kW 2.0-litre 
turbo-diesel duly elevate outputs 


into the warm hatch realm. 

The 1200kg six-speed manual 
petrol version is light, and with 
ISlkW and 285Nm, feels bang on 
Peugeot’s 7.5sec O-lOOkm/h claim. 
The venerable PSA 1.6 turbo is 
effective, if not exactly effusive. 

The 308’s excellent cabin 
noise suppression means the 
GT demands - and receives - a 
sound- augmentation system that 
plays through the cabin speakers. 
The rortiness is synthetic, and 
without it (when Sport mode isn’t 
engaged), the GT is all too quiet. 

The diesel version’s backing 
track sounds like a metallicky 
three-pot, or even an oil- 
burning bent-eight, and it feels 
heavier on its front tyres. With 
400Nm underfoot, visceral 
thrills ultimately give way to 
effortlessness. The oiler’s six- 
speed auto has the smarts 
(mostly), but not a true manual 
mode, despite a DIY shifter plane. 

Stiffening of the pseudo -strut 
front and torsion-beam rear 


suspensions is small (10 percent 
petrol and 20 percent diesel), but 
with the upsize to 18 -inch wheels 
and tyres, and a slightly lower 
ride height, the GT inevitably 
trades some of the mainstream 
308’s long-travel absorbency to 
deliver heightened cornering zeal. 

It sits flat, turns in quickly via 
a small, sculpted steering wheel 
and is possessed of palpable 
balance and cohesion, with 
only the odd mid-corner bump 
prompting a squiggle from the 
rear to ruffle its composure. 

Peugeot is right, then. The 308 
GT isn’t a GTI because it’s not 
as much fun as Volkswagen’s 
benchmark hot hatch. It largely 
rides like a GT should, but, 
perhaps unavoidably, it doesn’t do 
so with the comfort or polish of 
the more softly sprung, smaller- 
tyred 308 variants. 

That’s a quality that, given 
how long it took the brand to 
re-embrace, we’re reluctant to lose. 

JAMES WHITBOURN 


Button hole 

SIMILAR to any all-rounder 
these days, the 308 GT can’t 
do it with just one set of 
calibrations. The ubiquitous 
centre console Sport button 
brings weightier steering and 
a sharper accelerator map 
(and gearbox calibration in 
the automatic diesel), as well 
as synthetic engine noise and 
red instrument illumination, 
but no Audi-style ‘Individual’ 
mode that might let you have, 
say, the drivetrain tweaks on 
their own. 


Neither engine sparkles; artificial backing track sounds synthetic 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Chassis balance and lack of roll; solidity and refinement; styling 


Model Peugeot 308 GT 
Engine 1598cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
Max power 151kW @ SOOOrpm 
Max torque 285Nnn @ 1750-4500rpnn 
Transmission 6-speed manual 
Weight 1200kg 
O-IOOkm/h 7.5sec (claimed) 

Economy 5.6L/100km 
Price $41,990 
On saie Now 






PLUS & 
MINUS 


Not as characterful as three-pot; terse ride comfort on 18s 


Peugeot 308 Allure Touring 
1598CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
110kW@ 5000rpm 
240Nnn @ 1400-4400rpnn 
6-speed automatic 
1315kg 

8.8sec (claimed) 

6.5L/100km 


1.6T petrol reduces wagon entry price; small performance gain 


Peugeot 308 1.6T 

COTY star scores turbo-petrol four 



YOU MIGHT reckon we 
journos enjoy giving 
sub -par cars a kicking. 
Well, there might be 
an element of truth in 
that when it becomes clear 
that executive-level cynicism 
is behind a dud drive. But when 
it comes to once-great marques 
that have lost their way, there’s 
no joy in slagging yet another 
disappointment. 

When a brand with a back- 
catalogue of icons returns to form, 
however, applauding the result is 
a source of job satisfaction, and 
I’m not the first to get pleasure 
from praising Peugeot’s second- 
generation 308 small car. 

In the sense that the recently 
arrived 1.6 -litre turbo four- 
cylinder variants - and a top-shelf 
specification level called Allure 
Premium - add strings to the 308’s 
bow, they’re welcome additions to 
the mainstream line-up. 

However, there’s also some 


argument, given how trim, taut 
and terrific the three-cylinder 308 
is, that we didn’t really need the 
four, which slots into the range 
beneath the newly released GT. 

There is one exception. 

The turbo 1.6 Allure Touring 
introduces a petrol option while 
dropping the 308 wagon entry 
ticket by $2K compared with the 
excellent 2.0-litre turbo-diesel. 

The turbocharged 1598cc four- 
cylinder, co-developed with BMW, 
offers the same llOkW and similar 
outright acceleration as the diesel, 
though not near its frugality or 
torque-laden effortlessness. 

By removing around 60kg, the 
new turbo-petrol has the effect 
of enlivening the wagon’s nose, 
helping a keen driver point Benson 
- the Peugeot logo lion, didn’t you 
know? - at a corner apex. 

It’s a different story for the 
hatch, in which the polite four- 
cylinder has nothing on the 
triple’s warbly warmth. Weight 


increases by 100kg, much of which 
is located over the front wheels, 
and there is some sense it doesn’t 
point as sweetly as the 1.2 triple, 
which is only a bit less accelerative 
(0.6sec slower to lOOkm/h). 

The 17s and 18s worn in 
Allure and Allure Premium spec 
undermine the 15-inch-tyred 308’s 
rediscovery of French ride quality, 
while the broader footprint can 
exaggerate the rear- end’s subtle 
torsion-beam quirks. The stickier 
rubber does bring noticeably more 
grip and precision, though, which 
makes the 308 a sharp urban tool. 

The 1.6-litre turbo-petrol 308 
argues a less-than-convincing 
case for looking beyond the 
excellent entry-level 1.2. Unless 
you’re considering the 308 
Touring, that is, in which case 
the petrol version trades some of 
the turbo-diesel’s stump-pulling 
strengths, but brings others to 
earn a pat on the back. 

JAMES WHITBOURN 



Price of a lure 

HOW much extra Allure does 
the Premium tag bring? Well, 
$3650 worth to be precise. 
That buys you active cruise 
control, emergency collision 
alert and collision braking 
systems, keyless entry and 
push-button start, a blind- 
spot monitoring system, 
auto-park assist, 18-inch alloy 
wheels, a panoramic sunroof, 
power lumbar and massage- 
function front seats, and 
Alcantara trim. 
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Kia Carnival 


Korean ‘breeder bus’ majors on functionality and space 



PLUS & 
MINUS 


still drives like a small bus; the full suite of safety features ain’t cheap 


IN A move that will puzzle 
McDonalds marketers, 
the just-launched 
2015 version of Kia’s 
popular people-mover 
has dropped its established 
‘Grand’ prefix to become, 
simply, the Carnival. 

While this third-gen offering 
may not sound as sumptuous as 
its predecessor, Kia has thrown 
the lot at its ‘breeder bus’ to 
deliver a package sure to prove 
more satisfying for big families. 

This new Carnival completes 
the successful design overhaul 
of Kia’s range by German styling 
whiz Peter Schreyer, who dropped 
the van’s height by 55mm and 
adopted blockier SUV-like styling 
to create its sleeker silhouette. 

The effect is, shall we say, 
ruggedly handsome, and while 
we doubt anyone is going to think 
you’ve bought a Jeep, the new 
look may help shake some of the 
negative baggage usually ascribed 
to this vehicular genre. 


With a kerb weight of 2100kg 
and the potential to haul several 
hundred more kilos of human 
payload, the Carnival demands 
gutsy powertrains, and making 
the case for spark ignition is 
Kia’s Lambda 11 3.3-litre GDI V6, 
which musters a respectable 
206kW/336Nm while returning a 
combined average of 11.6L/100km. 

Compression ignition is catered 
for by a carryover 2.2-litre turbo- 
diesel four that’s had a freshen-up 
to modestly boost its outputs to 
147kW/440Nm. We like the more 
instant throttle response of the 
V6, but the torquier diesel would 
get our vote for its 7.7L/100km 
efficiency and greater driveability. 

Both engines drive the front 
hoops via a respectably smooth 
and responsive six-speed auto 
with a pseudo-manual shift mode. 

Space and functionality are 
paramount in this category, and 
Carnival’s 40mm of additional 
wheelbase translates into extra 
legroom for all three rows. 


The range of seating 
configurations is impressively 
versatile, including a 60/40-split 
third row that folds flat into the 
floor, innovative new ‘stand-up’ 
seats in the second row make 
it easier to get in and out, and a 
removable centre seat enables a 
walk-through configuration... or 
a game of 10-pin bowls. 

If shifting house is more your 
thing, the Carnival has this 
covered, too, with 960 litres of 
boot space available with all 
seats in position, expanding to 
2220L with the third row folded, 
or a truly cavernous 4022L with 
all seats stowed. We recommend 
leaving a trail of bread crumbs if 
heading back there. 

There’s a motherload of storage 
compartments, chilled glovies 
and cupholders (10!). But only the 
full-fat Platinum unlocks blind- 
spot monitoring, active cruise, 
lane-departure warning and 
forward collision warning. 

Suspension guru Graeme 


Gambold helped tune the 
Carnival’s strut front and multi- 
link rear suspension for local 
conditions, his efforts ensuring 
a decently disciplined ride and 
handling balance. The ride errs on 
the firm side when unladen, but 
settles down nicely with a load 
on board, while the steering is 
accurate enough, though light and 
largely feel-free. 

A slippery test route over 
cyclone-soaked back roads in 
south-east Queensland and 
northern NSW showed that the 
big Korean can be hustled along at 
a decent clip without endangering 
life or limb. But the reality is that 
buying this big, blocky beast is 
more about channelling your 
inner school-bus driver than it is 
about nailing apexes. 

So, dad, if you’re late with the 
school lunches. Just take a chill 
pill and enjoy the enhanced 
ambience of the quieter, calmer 
Carnival cabin. 


GED BULMER 


Acres of space; torquey diesel; decently refined; versatile seating 


LIKE IT? LEASE ITi 

Use the free viewa app to scan this 
page and check out how. 


viewa 


Model Kia Carnival SLi 
Engine 3342cc V6 (60‘’), dohc, 24v 
Max power 206kW @ 6000rpm 
Max torque 336Nm @ 5200rpm 
Transmission 6-speed automatic 
Weight 2100kg 

0-100km/h lO.Osec (estimated) 
Economy 11.6L/100km 
Price $49,990 
On saie Now 
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BIG GIRL 


FOR something a little different, 
try the Grand 04 Picasso, with 
its catwalk style, innovative 
interior design and excellent 
110kW/370Nm turbo-diesel four 
with six-speed auto. Yet it’s the 
Citroen’s 600kg weight saving over 
the lardy Kia that makes the car. 


IN A testament to the 
vagaries of ANCAP crash- 
test ratings, had Kia’s 
new Carnival launched 
in 2014, it would have 
achieved five stars, not 
the four-star rating it now 
wears. In practical terms 
the car is no less safe, 
but new ANCAP rules 
mean that, to achieve 
the top star rating, cars 
must have seatbelt 
reminders for every fixed 
seat. A Kia spokesman 
said the second-row 
seatbelt warning was not 
a requirement for other 
markets, so had to be 
engineered specifically 
for Australia. There had 
also been some confusion 
over classification of the 
new ‘stand-up’ seats in 
the second row and the 
removable centre seat, as 
the latter does not require 
a seatbelt reminder under 
the new rules. Kia is 
confident that Carnival 
will have five stars by 
August, when Oz-specific 
second-row seatbelt 
reminders will debut. 


FIONDA’S Odyssey was once the 
stand-out in this category by virtue 
of its edgy, low-slung styling and 
car-like dynamics. Flowever, the 
fifth-generation model in late 2013 
brought conventional people- 
mover proportions, a tall, ungainly 
body and inferior suspension. 


She*s still a big girl, the new 
Carnival. Wheelbase has 
swollen to 3060mm, yet it’s 
the same width as the old 
shed (1985mm) and slightly 
shorter (5115mm). Forward 
planning might help when 


' ‘‘Useful features include electric 
sliding doors and an auto- 
opening tailgate on SLi and 
Platinum models that activates 
simply by standing behind the 
car for a few seconds with the 
key in your pocket. 


CarnivaPs eight-variant range 
starts at $41,490 for a V6 S and 
tops out at $57,490 for the V6 
Platinum. The diesel adds $2500 
to each, meaning the range- 
topping Platinum diesel is a 
wallet- wounding $59,990. 


Citroen Grand 
C4 Picasso 

■ $43,990^^H 


Honda Odyssey VTi-L 


$46,040 


CLEVER GIRL 


FANCY GIRL 





Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Kerb weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


Mazda CX-3 Akari AWD 
1499CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, TD 
77kW@ 4000rpm 
270Nm@ 1600-2500rpm 
6-speed automatic 
1368kg 

ll.Ssec (estimated) 

5.1L/100km 

$37,690 

Now 




O 

vie\/m 

CX-3 CITY TESTED 

Use the free viewa app to scan this 
|Page and watch the video. 





Leisurely diesel; petrol noisy at high revs; FWD not as dynamic as AWD 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Great styling; poised AWD chassis; vibrant interior; efficiency; value 


Mazda CX-3 


Huge range offers real highs, and the odd low 


PLEASE don’t bag out 
the small SUV. After 
all, it doesn’t matter 
how much we whinge 
about the compromises 
of becoming taller, heavier, 
and less good, people keep buying 
them by the container load. So if 
you’re going to have an SUV, may 
as well make it a small one. Other 
drivers might hate you less. 

We covered the CX-3’s DNA 
extensively in February, but here’s 
a quick recap. Based on the Mazda 
2 platform, the CX-3 is 215mm 
longer, offers slightly more rear 
leg- and knee-room, and a larger 
264-litre boot. Its petrol engine 
- a 109kW/192Nm 2.0-litre - is the 
same as that used by the base 
Mazda 3, including six-speed 
manual and auto ’boxes, though 
the CX-3’s 1.5-litre turbo-diesel 
four is a newcomer to Australia. 

Available in either front- drive 
Maxx or AWD sTouring and 
Akari variants, solely with the 
six-speed auto, the 77kW/270Nm 


diesel won’t attract performance 
enthusiasts. But its 4.8L/100km 
fuel number puts it right at the top 
of the baby SUV class (5.1 for the 
AWD). The petrol is quite frugal 
too, spanning 6.1L/100km (FWD 
auto), 6.3L/100km (FWD manual) 
and 6.7L/100km (AWD auto). 

Kicking off at $26,790 for the 
Maxx, the turbo-diesel CX-3 is a 
well-mannered little thing. You 
can tell it’s a diesel at slow speeds 
but skipping along at three -figure 
velocities, you’d honestly never 
know. With plenty of torque - 
270Nm from 1600-2500rpm - it’s 
incredibly tractable and devours 
undulating terrain effortlessly, yet 
there’s something deceptive about 
its performance. Changing up 
well below the 5000rpm redline, 
it demonstrates the beauty of 
long legs, even though perceived 
acceleration is leisurely. 

It’s the front- drive diesel’s 
damping that raises an eyebrow 
or two. While the Maxx’s ride on 
215/60R16 Bridgestone Turanzas 


is quieter than expected, it feels 
underdamped at the front, as 
if the CX-3’s long nose and the 
diesel’s 36kg weight gain over 
the petrol somehow expose a 
lack of damping resistance. It 
nods over undulations more than 
it should, and it lacks front-end 
point in corners. 

Riding on 215/50R18 Toyo 
Proxes rubber, the front- drive 
CX-3 s-Touring petrol manual 
($26,990) feels noticeably more 
dynamic. Its sportier tyres 
produce a little more noise, but 
they also introduce a keener 
feel, as if the petrol front-driver 
has a sportier suspension tune. 

It doesn’t, but the perception is 
definitely there. 

What the FWD petrol on 
18s shares with the diesel on 
16s is a slight discrepancy in 
steering response. It feels a little 
disconnected with a quarter- 
turn of lock on, and slightly 
viscous too, as if consistency in 
weighting and steering response 


haven’t quite been finessed. The 
CX-3’s steering is certainly not as 
crisp and natural as it could be. 

Besides more performance, 
the petrol does have one game- 
winning ace up its sleeve - a 
manual ’box (see sidebar). Thing 
is, you can’t get a manual CX-3 
with all-wheel drive, and that’s a 
shame because the AWD version 
has easily the best chassis. 

With meatier, more consistent 
steering, real chassis poise and an 
involving feel as the AWD’s semi- 
independent de Dion back end 
drives the nose into bends, the 
CX-3 AWD disproves the notion 
that base is best. 

So, despite moments of 
brilliance, only careful selection 
from the CX-3’s vast range will 
deliver a sweet spot. Its styling, 
driving position and seats are 
spot on, and the AWD version is 
excellent, yet there’s still some 
finessing to be done. Won’t stop it 
selling like crazy though. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 
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HELLO NEO 


RANGE-topperfrom Mitsubishi is 
half a size bigger than CX-3, but 
it’s smack-bang in Akari’s price 
class, without offering any of the 
Mazda’s cabin class. Its 2.2-litre 
turbo-diesel four is much gruntier 
though, with 110kW/360Nm. 


AGEING but still highly capable 
Yeti flagship has little of the 
CX-3’s sex appeal, but a whole lot 
of quirkiness going for it. A fun 
chassis, punchy 103kW/350Nm 
2.0-litre TDI and unbeatable 
practicality boost its appeal. 


MAZDA’S SkyActiv-MT 
six-speed manual 
- available only on the 
front-drive CX-3 petrol - 
is a bloody ripper, with 
fabulous precision and 
an oiled weightiness that 
makes it feel like it’s come 
from a sports car (like, 
say, the new MX-5...). 
Combine that with the 
2.0 -litre SkyActiv-G’s 
lively enthusiasm and the 
CX-3’s superb three-spoke 
leather steering wheel 
(on Maxx, s-Touring and 
Akari) and it’s a baby SUV 
with rare panache. 


GX-3*s pricing and equipment 
are A-grade. Cue the $22,390 
Maxx’s standard sat-nav, 
rear-view camera and parking 
sensors, 7.0-inch touchscreen, 
leather steering wheel, cruise 
control, telescopic steering, 
Bluetooth, the list goes on. 


In swish Akari guise, the CX-3 
is a seriously luxe little tinker, 
complete with leather trim and 
just about every safety bleeper 
known to man. It transcends 
the class divide, and would look 
just as at home in Double Bay as 
it would in Doonside. 


Most affordable CX-3 will be 
the entry-level Neo, available 
only as a front- drive petrol and 
starting at $19,990 for the six- 
speed manual. Production won’t 
begin until April, however, so 
expect Mazda’s hubcapped price 
leader to land in May/June. 


Skoda Yeti Outdoor 
103TDI 4x4 


NICE PRICE 




Mitsubishi ASX XLS 
4x4 Diesel 

$36,490 


Do it yourself I 


SWEET SEAT 
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VALVOLINE SYNPOWER 

flows faster to all parts of 
the engine for the power 
man instinctively craves. 



Vahmline. 
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Subaru 

Successful SUV 


Forester MYlSa 

finally plugs a glaring gap 




Low-rev torque; no rear vents; no EyeSight or idle-stop on diesel 


IS THERE a more beautiful 
SUV... said nobody ever? If 
that cheap jibe is the only 
major missive aimed at 
the long-overdue automatic 
version of the Subaru Forester 
diesel, then the latest addition in 
a subtly revised range might get 
ugly indeed for rivals. 

The $35,490 2.0D-L CVT and the 
more salubriously specified 2.0D-S 
for $7K extra broaden the already 
popular Japanese medium SUV’s 
appeal. And it shouldn’t surprise 
that its allure is in the way the 
newcomer looks and feels from 
behind the wheel. 

As with all MY15 models, the 
Forester’s cabin has been deftly 
enhanced with pricier plastics, a 
slick new integrated touchscreen, 
voice-recognition tech, improved 
multimedia, and digital graphics 
that no longer look pilfered from a 
Laserdisc player. 

All build on a continuing mix of 
adult-friendly comfort and space. 


and family-aiding practicality, 
though the lack of driver’s lumbar 
support and rear-seat vents, and 
an oddly high cargo floor (covering 
a full-size alloy spare) still need 
correcting. And the clever EyeSight 
preventative safety tech remains 
the provenance of petrol models. 

Meanwhile, the world’s sole 
horizontally opposed diesel steps 
up to Euro 6 emissions compliance 
thanks to a thorough makeover, 
scoring efficiency and NVH- 
mitigating measures that create 
an uncannily quiet operator. 

Weighing up to 1667kg, the 
diesel auto is no waif, and with 
identical 108kW/350Nm outputs to 
the continuing six-speed manual, 
off-the-line performance isn’t 
blistering. However, speed builds 
strongly with revs, enhanced 
by the satiny smoothness of the 
intuitively responsive CVT, so it’s 
capable of swift progress. Largely 
normal in behaviour, there’s 
virtually no lag or slippage 


detectable in this lively drivetrain. 

Throw in balanced (if overly 
light) steering, measured 
handling and always-dependable 
roadholding from the beautifully 
planted permanent AWD chassis 
(particularly on gravel, where ESC 
intervention is nicely calibrated) 
and the diesel delivers the same 
dynamic prowess as its impressive 
petrol siblings, even if the 
2.0D-L is saddled with unrefined 
Yokohama Geolander tyres. 
Despite riding on Bridgestone 
225/55R18S, the 2.0D-S maintains 
Forester’s supple ride quality. 

There’s a compelling new value 
story, with range-wide price cuts 
of between $1500 and $3500. The 
base 110kW/198Nm 2.0i-L manual 
petrol is now $29,990, while the 
popular 126kW/235Nm 2.5i-L CVT 
petrol is $2K cheaper at $32,990. 

So never mind the face. The 
2.0D CVT Forester is like Miss 
World winning on brainpower. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


Shifty business 

TO MINIMISE undesirable 
‘flaring’ at speed. Forester’s 
CVT transmission adopts 
a stepped seven-speed 
shift control when more 
than 65 percent throttle is 
applied in Drive, prioritising 
acceleration and sporty 
feel. Below that level of 
throttle application, Subaru’s 
Lineartronic CVT lives up 
to its name with a constant 
stepless operation designed 
for maximum efficiency. 


Refinement; dynamics; packaging; vision; value; quality; efficiency 


viewa 


LIKE IT? 
LEASE IT! 

Use the free viewa 
app to scan this 
page and check 
out how. 


lodel Subaru Forester 2. OD-L 
Engine 1998cc flat 4, dohc, 16v, TD 
Max power 108kW @ 3600rpm 
Ifta: 350NtTi @ 1600-2400rpm 

am CVT automatic 

1578kg 

9.9sec (claimed) 
6.3L/100km 
$35,490 
Now 
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Fiat 500X 


Italian style meets American engineering 




PLUS & 
MINUS 


Ride over sharp bumps; tight rear seat; lateral support in front seats 


GETTING noticed in the 
small-SUV segment is a 
lot harder in 2015 than 
it was a year or two ago. 
Talented new arrivals 
packed what was 
previously a largely neglected 
niche segment to the gunwales. 

But Fiat thinks it has the trick 
with its 500X, which will land 
in Oz in the third quarter. Part 
Jeep but with healthy lashings of 
Italian style, the 500X borrows 
design themes from the tiny 500 
and is Fiat’s retro-infused take on 
the booming segment. 

Underneath, it shares 
components with the Jeep 
Renegade but brings a distinctive 
design and city-focused flavour. 
Built in Italy alongside the Jeep, 
the 500X is a soft-roader for those 
chasing a little pizzazz. 

While it shares almost nothing 
with the cutesy 500 city car other 
than part of its name, the ‘X’ bit 
signifies Fiat’s first-ever crossover 
SUV - if, for a blissful moment. 


we can pretend the Europe-only 
Sedici (a badge-engineered Suzuki 
SX4) never existed. 

As is the case with so many 
Italian cars, aesthetics are key. 

The 500-esque headlights and 
curvaceous high-riding lines 
define a vehicle dreaming of big 
things. But whereas the MPV-ish 
five-door 500L looks bloated and 
awkward, the 500X gets much 
closer to proportional acceptance 
with a high-rider wagon body. 

Inside, there’s lots to like. A 
simple 6.5-inch touchscreen atop 
the dash (entry models get a 
5.0-inch unit) and partial digital 
instrument cluster (Jeep drivers 
will recognise the fonts) add 
the requisite tech for what Fiat 
promises will be a well-specified 
car. Silver finishes lift the tone, 
although it would be better if they 
were closer to real metal; the door 
handles in particular feel cheap. 
Top-spec 500X variants pick up 
boomy ‘Beats by Dre’ stereos 
perfect for Millennials. 


Rear-seat occupants need to be 
below-average adult dimensions 
because legroom is tight and 
headroom only adequate, but at 
least there’s good side vision and 
a decent view forward. Sitting 
high gives an SUV feel, but the 
lack of upper body support 
soon becomes apparent when 
changing direction. 

It’s a shame because the 500X 
is dynamically capable. The 
fully independent suspension is 
taut and Jars over sharp-edged 
bumps, but remains compliant 
and well- controlled over larger 
ones. On Northern Italy roads at 
the tail end of ski season, our car 
wears winter tyres, but grip from 
the 18-inch rubber is acceptable, 
the front gently sliding wide as 
you push on. 

The electrically assisted 
steering is overly light and 
doesn’t offer much meaningful 
feedback, but is devoid of 
unwanted kickback and it 
responds faithfully. 


Fiat’s familiar 1.4-litre turbo 
four is available in two tunes, but 
it’s the low- output lOSkW version 
we’re testing here. Unspectacular 
power is backed up by a more 
than generous 230Nm that arrives 
low in the rev range* Acceleration 
to 100km/ h is claimed to take 
9.8sec and it feels snappy enough. 
Even better is the low-rev muscle 
after a hint of turbo lag. 

There’s a wriggle of torque 
steer, albeit not the unwieldy, 
send-you- across-two-lanes 
type exhibited by some older 
hot hatches. But it’s not enough 
to spoil what is a thoroughly 
likeable car that promises to 
sprinkle some retro charm on the 
emergent small-SUV segment. 

While the ‘Old Gow’ dark tan 
leather trim, Reaming exterior 
door handles and metal-look 
interior finishes might tempt 
plenty, there’s no shortage of 
substance to a small wagon that 
also happens to be a big Fiat. 

TOBY HAGON 


Design touches; brave trim elements; torquey 1.4 turbo; dynamics 


Model Fiat 500X Lounge 
Engine 1368cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
Max power 103kW @ SOOOrpm 
Max torque 230Nm @ 1750rpm 
Transmission 6-speed manual 
Weight 1320kg 
0-100km/h 9.8sec (claimed) 

Economy 6.0L/100km 

Price $27,000 (estimated)-' 

On saie August 


WATCH HOW THE FIAT. 
SOOXPERFOI^ ^ ^ ' 

Use the free^Wei/tfiw)D to^an this i 


Use the free v/ei/ ^af bp to^an this f 
page and watch the video. ^ , 


viewa 
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CVT-only and no option of 
all-wheel drive, buttheHR-V 
brings excellent packaging, plus 
an upmarket interior and a quality 
feel. Distinctive styling and decent 
driving manners make it a solid 
small-SUV offering. 


Honda HR-V VTi-S 

£27.990 






Mazda CX-3 sTouring 

■‘126,990 j 


BROAD model range and 
competitive pricing team with 
excellent dynamics and a strong 
petrol engine to make the CX-3 a 



class standout. Not exactly roomy, 
though, which makes it more of a 
CDuple-plus-dog proposition. 


THE 500X will be available 
in four trim levels. The 
base Pop will come with 
the 103kW 1.4 turbo and 
is expected to get cruise 
control and reversing 
camera, while the Pop Star 
will share mechanicals 
but get more equipment 
and different wheels. 

The leather-clad Lounge 
gets a 125kW version of 
the same engine and 
all-wheel drive. There’s 
also optional active safety 
gear (partial auto braking, 
lane-departure warning 
and blind-spot monitor). 

The flagship is the Cross 
Plus (below), with some 
extra off-road hardware. 


500X is a much bigger car than 
Fiat’s three-door retro star. 
Measuring 4.25m long^ 1.8m 
wide and 1.6m tall, it’s broader 
than the small SUV norm, but 
sacrifices some boot space 
(350L) for sporty style. 


Well get 1.4L turbo petrol fours, 
not the turbo-diesels and atmo 
petrols sold elsewhere. The 103kW 
front-driver will offer six-speed 
manual or six-speed dual-clutch 
’boxes, while the 125kW AWD will 
get a nine-speed auto. 


In Europe, the 500X is highly 
customisable. Buyers choose 
from 12 colours, eight wheel 
designs for the 16 s, 17s and 
18s, plus seven interior 
configurations mixing fabric, 
leather and various colours. 


OPTION UP 


t 


GROWN UP 


POWER UP 


Going Pop 




Looks good; rides and handles better; offers decent value 


Kia Rio Si 

: ^ r: 1591CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v 
103kW@ 6300rpm 
>: 167Nm @ 4850rpm 
> 6-speed automatic 
1286kg 

Ill'll ^ 10.3sec (estimated) 

I MH; 6.1L/100km 
r-nci; $21,490 
On sale Now 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Flaccid four-speed still paired with 1.4; no manual with 1.6 


Local tuning transforms humble Korean light car 


^ THE CRUX of Kia’s Rio 
__ \ facelift is buried in the 
\ second-last paragraph 
of a one-page press 
release: “Across all grades 
^^^the Rio has benefitted from 
additional refinement of the 
ride and handling localisation 
program from Kia Motors 
Australia. Ride comfort and 
control have been improved 
while steering feel has been 
moved to a new level.” 

That’s it. That’s what a couple 
of years of number crunching 
and planning, and six months of 
negotiating, testing and tuning 
are reduced to. No mention that 
the power steering computer 
processor has doubled in capacity 
from 16- to 32-bit, meaning the 
old car’s notable step moving 
from centre has been tuned out. 
Nor that spring rates are lighter 
front and rear, and dampers 
retuned so the ride is smoother, 
especially on 17-inch tyres. 

Instead, Kia’s PR blurb focuses 
on the addition of a new model 


dubbed S-Premium, which sits 
between the carry-over S and Si 
models, while at the upper end, 
SLS is replaced by Sport, and the 
SLi continues. Also hyped are new 
front and rear bumper designs 
and a new grille pattern for the 
good-looking exterior, as well as 
a new centre fascia, audio unit 
design and “a touch of chrome 
around the air vent” for the 
functional and attractive interior. 

No surprise then that much 
remains familiar. The entry-level 
79kW 1.4-litre four still mates 
with either a six-speed manual or 
four-speed auto, while the more 
impressive 103kW direct-injection 
1.6 now drives solely via a six- 
speed auto as the manual has 
been dropped. The sedan has also 
been given the chop, while the 
more popular three- and five-door 
hatchback bodies continue. 

Pricing carries over, although 
with the manual gone, the Si we’re 
driving here now starts at $21,490 
rather than $19,490. The entry 
point continues to be the $15,990 


S three-door. Prices for Sport and 
SLi haven’t been announced as 
they’re yet to arrive. 

So far so ho-hum. But while 
KMA’s announcement officially 
plays it down, there’s no doubt 
the progress in ride and handling 
is where the real story is - for 
Wheels readers at least. 

The local chassis-tuning 
program has been around since 
2008 and has slowly grown in 
influence and reach, to the point 
where no car in the local line-up 
is untouched. This is the second 
crack at UB Rio and, after a back- 
to-back drive of old and new, 
the incremental but noticeable 
improvement is obvious. 

The Kia team - which works 
closely with independent 
ride and handling tuning 
consultant Graeme Gambold - 
has unquestionably smoothed 
the steering without dulling its 
immediacy, to the point where 
it’s a real highlight of the car. 
Light, yet positive, it twirls 
through one hairpin bend after 


another with ease. Suburbia is 
no challenge. 

The Rio feels tied down, as the 
suspension set-up targets are Euro 
stars led by the VW Polo. Some 
may find the tune of the front 
struts and rear torsion beam too 
terse because there is some bump 
intrusion, but it is well-contained, 
especially on the Si’s 16-inch 
rubber. Hit a big depression that 
would set some cars wobbling and 
the Rio Just keeps on tracking. 

Allied with a drivetrain that 
has good initial response and 
respectable performance, this 
suspension improvement makes 
the Rio Si a good drive. And 
there’s no need to affix a ‘for a 
Korean car’ rider. 

Add in the looks, a decent 
equipment level, efficiently 
utilised interior space and price 
competitiveness and the Rio’s 
credentials are strong. Not as 
strong as a Mazda 2 or Polo, but 
certainly better than a Yaris or 
Honda’s sadly underdone Jazz. 

BRUCE NEWTON 
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WITH an incredibly high standard 
of quality and technology, backed 
up by a thoroughly impressive 
driving experience and a recently 
refreshed interior, our 2010 COTY 
winner exemplifies the rational 
while still being desirable. 


WHO would’ve thought the best 
example yet of Mazda’s SkyActiv 
engineering ethos would be 
delivered in its smallest, cheapest 
car? A zestful engine that proves 
natural aspiration has a future is 
the heart of a package that fought 
so hard for our 2014 COTY award. 


BASELINE Rio continues to 
include six airbags, five- 
star ANCAP rating and a 
seven-year, unlimited- 
kilometre warranty. New 
S-Premium 5dr has the 
same 1.4-litre engine 
but adds 15 -inch alloys, 
front fogs, electric folding 
side mirrors, cruise, 
six-speaker audio with 
dual tweeters and a 
leather wheel and shift 
knob. Auto-only Si 5dr 
gets new-design 16s and 
boasts additional features 
including soft-touch trim, 
a sliding centre armrest, 
centre storage bin, metal- 
look highlights and a 
two -tone grey leather and 
cloth interior. 


Good-to-hold reach and rake 
adjustable steering wheel 
includes Bluetooth (standard 
on all models), cruise control 
(all models but S) and a leather 
rim on S -Premium and Si. 


Both the 1.4- and direct-mjection 
1.6 -litre engines run on regular 
fuel. Combined fuel consumption 
for the six-speed auto 1.6 is 
better than the 1.4-litre four- 
speed: 6.1 versus 6.3L/100km. 


All Australian Rios feature a 
full-size spare tyre, mounted 
on a steel or alloy wheel, 
depending on the model. 
Forthcoming Sport and SLi 
grades will get 17-inch alloys. 


Spicks and specs 


HAND SPAN 


SPARE A THOUGHT 


[tm 

GENERIC BREW 


VW Polo 81TSI 
Comfortline DSG 

$21,090 





' \ Volvo S60 High Performance Concept 
Englj^e 1969cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, twin-turbo + 
^ electric supercharger 

Ma" povvfer 330kW @ 6500rpm 
-Rlax topqBe 500Nm @ 6000rpm 
rffnsmission 8-speed automatic 
k^|i weight 1766kg (standard T6) 

C-^0km/Ji 4.8sec (estimated) 

EChnomy n/a 
"price n/a 
On sale Not yet 
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Loud exhaust; overworked auto; on-limit understeer 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Free-revving performance; linear response; interesting concept 


Volvo S60 HPC 

330kW from 2.0 litres. Madness, 



YOU can’t have too much 
power, right? But what 
about specific output - 
power-per-litre? In recent 
years, big manufacturers 
have got into an arms race 
over boosting smaller capacity 
engines to deliver unfeasible 
outputs, and Volvo has pretty 
much jumped past the sand with 
this, a 2.0-litre four-cylinder 
engine that produces 330kW 
thanks to two turbochargers and 
an electric supercharger. 

The Tri Boost engine is only 
a prototype at present, proof 
that Volvo’s modular Drive-E 
architecture can stretch this far, 
but also confirmation that the 
company’s switch to smaller 
engines - five- and six-cylinder 
units are set to be phased out by 
2017 - doesn’t mean an end to its 
performance ambitions. R&D boss 
Peter Mertens hints this engine, or 
something close to it, could well 
power a future Polestar model. 


The prototype engine is fitted to 
a hard-worked S60 development 
hack, which we’re driving at 
Volvo’s Experience Centre in 
Gothenburg. This is a short, twisty 
course that’s pretty much all 
corners - with a posted 80km/h 
speed limit that we completely 
ignore - but is enough to discover 
that the new engine feels as 
brawny as its numbers suggest. 

The Tri Boost uses two Borg- 
Warner turbos that are plumbed 
in parallel, with the electrically 
driven supercharger sitting 
upstream of these (and powered 
by a 48-volt supercapacitor pack 
in the boot). The supercharger 
doesn’t feed the engine directly - it 
switches out at higher revs - with 
its role being to pre-charge the 
intake air to help reduce turbo lag. 
The two turbos deliver up to 3.5bar 
of boost, and to keep up with them 
the fuelling side needs high-flow 
injectors and twin fuel pumps. 

It’s not lag-free; there’s a 



noticeable surge if you put in a 
big throttle input below about 
2000rpm. But once the turbos 
are spinning, the responses are 
impressively linear, and the 
engine pulls hard all the way to 
its 6700rpm limiter, without any 
of the top-end tightness you often 
get from modern turbos. 

Unfortunately, the prototype 
wears an over-loud exhaust that 
fills the S60’s cabin with droning 
harmonics, but the engine itself 
seems impressively refined 
considering the forces within it. 

The big question is whether 
Volvo can make a car that can 


A three-pot, too 

VOLVO has confirmed it 
will be downsizing with 
the launch of a new three- 
cylinder petrol version of its 
Drive-E engine. This 1.5-litre 
unit is claimed to deliver 
just 95g/km on the European 
consumption test and will 
be available with up to 
133kW. We drove it in a V40 
prototype, where it delivered 
decent performance, without 
the sort of thrumming 
soundtrack we’ve come to 
associate with three-pots. 


surely... 


keep up. The prototype’s auto 
’box showed signs of distress 
when asked to deal with throttle- 
requested kickdowns, and the 
chassis (based on an AWD T6) 
couldn’t deliver anything but 
understeer at the limit. 

But the engine is mighty: one for 
V8 Supercars’ post-V8 future? 

MIKE DUFF 
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Jaguar F-Type 

Manual ’box and AWD broaden its appeal 




THIS manual S Coupe could 
be the new sweet spot 
in Jaguar’s expanding 
F-Type line-up. And 
would you believe it’s the 
first three-pedal sports car 
from Jaguar since the E-Type? 

The six-speeder isn’t the 
sweetest ever made - it lacks the 
oily, metallic precision of the very 
best manuals - but at least the 
ZF’s lever throws are short and the 
shift gate well defined. 

While the new gearbox isn’t 
utter perfection and subtracts 
significantly from the car’s 
performance and fuel efficiency, it 
does add a dimension of intimacy 
to Jaguar’s gorgeous two-seater. 

The manual, which will be 
offered only in the rear- drive 
250kW base and 280kW S models 
with Jaguar’s snarly supercharged 
3.0-litre V6, is Just one of a bunch 
of F-Type updates for 2015. The 
other big news is an optional 
alTwheel-drive system. 

AWD will be offered in R models 


with the titanically torquey 
404kW supercharged 5.0-litre V8 
engine, and the S, but only with 
the eight-speed ZF automatic. 

The V8-engined Convertible, by 
the way, takes a step up in power 
from its previous 364kW S status 
to the full-house R spec. 

Adding the eight new manual 
and all-wheel-drive models to 
the existing line-up of automatic 
rear-drive Coupe and Convertible 
increases the number of F-Types 
to 14. Fresh variants are always 
needed to maintain market 
interest in a sports car as it 
grows older, and Jaguar clearly 
understands this reality as it 
strives to keep its 14,000-a-year 
F-Type production line running at 
close to full capacity. Jaguar sold 
11,500 F-Types in 2014. 

All updated F-Types adopt 
electric-assist steering. Jaguar 
engineers say it’s taken them 
seven years to develop a system 
that is, in their estimation, the 
equal of hydraulic. Their 



judgement is sound; all the 
updated F-Types steer with 
beautiful fluency. Feel, precision 
and weighting are all so good that 
you’d never guess electrons were 
involved in the system at all. 

Jaguar deliberately aimed for 
a rear-drive feel with its AWD 
set-up, and again they succeeded. 
That means the brutally butch R 
Coupe and Convertible still feel 
like they have too much torque for 
their own good, despite being able 
to distribute drive to their front 
axles when needed. 

The AWD S models are tamer 
and more sensible, but lack the 
charisma of the new F-Type with 
the greatest driver appeal. 

Combining the much greater 
stiffness and vastly improved 
usefulness of the hard-roofed 
body with a spirited but not silly 
engine and a decent manual 
transmission, the sweetly 
balanced S Coupe manual is the 
new pick of the F-Type litter. 

JOHN CAREY 


New electro-steer; satisfying manual; AWD doesn’t affect handling 


Planned four 

THE F-Type was designed 
from the start for all -wheel- 
drive, says Jaguar sports cars 
program manager Kevan 
Richardson. The 80kg of extra 
hardware is shared with 
systems already developed 
for the XF and XJ sedans. But 
the F-Type installation does 
mark the introduction of a 
more powerful electronic 
control system Jaguar calls 
IDD (Intelligent Driveline 
Dynamics). It’s especially adept 
at distributing torque between 
front and rear axles and also 
across the rear axle, retaining a 
rear- drive flavour. 





BRING YOUR M GAME AT 
THE BMW M DRIVE DAY. 

A BMW is at home on any road - but with BMW Driving Experience and 
the freedom to unleash on the racetrack with a team of expert instructors, 
you will experience the Ultimate Driving Machine in its natural habitat. 



Sheer 

Riding Pleasure 






HYUNDAI VELOSTER SR TURBO 

HYUNDAI beat Kia to the Korean coupe punch, and its 
single-spec $33K SR Turbo comes enviably equipped, 
boasting hill-hold, rear parking sensors and camera, auto 
headlights, six airbags, rain sensing wipers, cruise control 
and Bluetooth connectivity, as well as features only 
found on the top-spec version of the Proceed GT. 16/20 


SMALL-overhang Hyundai is 90mm shorter than the Kia, 
and 30mm lower, but identical wheelbase and similar 
width ensure the cabin proportions are close. Veloster is 
comfortable with sound ergonomics (if not as cool as 
Proceed), and brings added flexibility of kerb-side rear door. 
Size shows in smaller 320-litre cargo compartment. 14/20 

INTERIOR & 
VERSATILITY 

REGARO seats bring more than just a brand name; they’re 
more comfortable and offer better lateral support. Newer 
cabin adopts more modern design cues such as gloss black 
trim and a crisp central LGD instrument. Slightly taller 
body and less raked roofline give Kia more rear headroom 
and longer body brings 60L more boot. 15/20 

20 POINTS 1 

GIVEN its 1591CC capacity, the Hyundai mill would have 
seemed like a marvel not long ago. Its ISOkW and 265Nm 
help it sprint, though there is some turbo lag during more 
routine driving. Less weight gives Veloster Turbo better 
economy than its rival, at 6.8L/100km, or 7.6L/100km for 
the auto (the self-shifter costs $2300 extra). 14/20 

PERFORMANCE 
& ECONOMY 

POWERED by the same 1.6-litre twin-cam turbo as its rival, 
with identical outputs but a slightly different character. 

We prefer Proceed’s power delivery and note. However, 
while swift, neither has the last word on torque spread or 
sonic satisfaction. Kia is heavier (1340kg) and thirstier 
(7.4L/100km), but has a bigger tank - 53L plays 50. 15/20 

20 POINTS 

BOTH roll on low-profile 18s, yet ride reasonably well. 
The Hyundai, despite not being overly stiff, is a bit less 
comfortable to be in, at least partly due to its less 
sophisticated torsion beam rear end. The Veloster never 
completely settles, which is most noticeable at urban 
speeds, though the ride smoothes out at speed. 14/20 

RIDE & 
REFINEMENT 

IN A triumph of chassis tuning, the Kia’s suspension set-up 
is taut, yet absorbent enough to blot speed humps and 
back-road lumps. The Proceed also offers superior noise 
suppression, which contributes to a quieter, more refined 
drive. The form-fitting Recaros play to the Kia’s personality 
as the more polished sporty coupe. 15/20 

BOTH cars have motor-driven electromechanical power 
steering. The Veloster system feels a bit artificial, though 
well weighted and reassuringly responsive. Turn-in grip 
is reliable, though torque steer and wheelspin via the 
open diff can upset it, as can kickback and a lack of 
suspension travel and damping on gnarly roads. 14/20 

STEERING 
& HANDLING 

THE Kia has a couple of aces over its rival. The Euro- 
sourced Proceed gets a multi-link independent rear end 
(both have strut front suspension) and is shod with sticky 
Michelin rubber. Gombined with its well-judged spring 
and damper tuning, this results in a more satisfying steer, 
though still short of today’s hot-hatch benchmarks. 15/20 

20 POINTS 

72/100 

POINTS SCORE 

75/100 



PRICE & 
EQUIPMENT 



KIA PROCEED GT 

BASE Kia coupe undercuts its rival at $30K, and has much 
of its fruit, only missing niceties such as keyless entry and 
start, sat-nav and a powered panoramic sunroof. Sat-nav 
is offered in a pack that brings a 7.0-inch touchscreen, 
while other missing equipment relative to the Hyundai 
comes standard on the $35K ‘Tech’ variant. 15/20 


HYUNDAI has dabbled with sporty coupes longer than Kia (forgotten 
the S-Coupe?) and has some immediate advantages over its rival. The 
Veloster SR Turbo is available in just one well-priced spec that, in 
terms of equipment, has it all. It’s offered as an auto as well as a 
manual, and it brings a useful kerb-side rear door. Kia’s coupe 
counter-punches with a more sophisticated chassis that’s more 



fun to punt, a more appealing interior and a seven-year warranty 
against its rival’s five years. Its two-pronged model line-up means you 
can own one for less, and even the base model comes impressively 
well appointed. If you’re thinking of buying a Korean coupe, look in 
the direction of the Kia. Whichever Proceed you, erm, go ahead with, 
it’s the better bet. 
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4 

CARS THAT 

SHAPED 

OUR NATION 



Under the Southern Cross we stand, a proud nation in a big country that 
bred a deep love affair with transport. Join us in celebrating 
some of the great creations of our automotive pioneers 

WORDS MICHAEL STAHL 

ARL Benz’s automobile was just 10 years old 
when, in a suburban Melbourne workshop in 1896, 

Herbert Thomson and his cousin Edward Holmes 
built the steam-powered Thomson Motor Phaeton. 

At the same time, on the Murray River near 
Adelaide, agricultural inventor David Shearer built a 
different steam car, capable of 160km range at 25km/h. 

Melbourne inventor Henry Sutton built what’s 
believed to be the world’s first front-wheel-drive car in 
1899. The same year, outback surveyor Harley Tarrant 
built his first car, petrol-powered, and was getting into 


the swing of full local production by 1903 - the same 
year that Henry Ford founded his car company. 

Normality had been quickly achieved. And quickly 
surpassed. In 1907, brothers Felix and Norman 
Caldwell of South Australia patented a four-wheel-drive 
transmission coupled to four-wheel steering. 

Australia has always punched well above its weight 
for automotive innovation, becoming one of the few 
countries capable of creating mass-produced cars from 
a clean sheet of paper. Here, Wheels celebrates some of 
Australia’s automotive landmarks. 
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Ford 

V-8 Utility 


I NDUSTRIAL design doesn’t get much 
better than this. The V-8 Utility - the 
“ute” - brilliantly answered a need, was 
economical to build, attractive to look at 
and hugely successful in sales. The concept 
would spread across the world, and it all 
began in Geelong. 

In 1932, Louis Thornett ‘Lew’ Bandt was 
a 22-year-old draughtsman heading Ford 
Australia’s design department. He received 
a letter from a Gippsland farmer’s wife, 
complaining her Sunday best was routinely 
ruined by rain in the open-sided buckboard 
truck they used to take pigs to market. 

Bandt’s stroke of genius was to blend 
Ford’s Model A five-window coupe with 
a cargo tray, recognising the need for 
additional (concealed) strengthening 
behind the B-pillar, to create a sedan- 
comfortable workhorse. It wasn’t just the 
hogs he had to keep happy: in these 
post-Depression days, bank managers 
would refuse loans for sedan cars. 

Bandt sketched his designs on a 10-metre 
blackboard and two prototypes were built. 
The V8-engined ute provided bench-seat 
accommodation for three and a 1.65m-long 
tray boasting a payload of 540kg. 
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The Ford V-8 Utility was launched in 
May 1934 and was an instant hit with 
farmers and urban tradesmen alike. In 
1935, Bandt took two of his Geelong-built 
utes to Dearborn, Michigan, where he 
met Henry Ford, who dubbed the ute a 
“kangaroo chaser”. 

Bandt spent 46 years at Ford Australia, 
designing locally tuned variants of US and 
UK Ford products. Among them were a 
Zephyr Mkll station wagon that featured 
a wind-up rear window and, in 1965, a 
handsome Mkl Cortina fastback that 
did not make production. His last major 
design, the local Fairlane (ZA) of 1967, 
roughly coincided with Ford Australia’s 
founding of a dedicated design studio 
at Broadmeadows. 

Lew Bandt retired in 1975 and set to 
work building a road-going replica of his 
1934 V-8 Utility. In March 1987, the 
77-year-old design pioneer drove his 
beloved ute to be interviewed for an ABC 
TV documentary on the utility. On his 
way home, Bandt died in a collision with a 
sand truck on the Midland Highway near 
Geelong. The Lewis Bandt Bridge over the 
Moorabool River is named after him. 
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Holden 
Torana GTR-X 

HOLDEN’S Torana GTR-X concept has 
been forever hyped as the one that 
got away; even years after its 1970 
unveiling, punters prayed for it to 
reach production. The chisel-nosed 
coupe began as a sketch by Phil 
Zmood, who joined Holden straight 
from RMIT in 1965 and would spend 
37 years with the company. The 
GTR-X’s fibreglass body clothed XU-1 
mechanicals and a fully equipped 
interior. It may have sat uneasily 
among Holden’s Torana and Monaro 
ranges, but Datsun’s tearaway 240Z 
probably sealed its doom. 


FORD caught arch-rival Holden 
napping by building the world’s first 
ute. The General’s reply, based on the 
48-215 and codenamed 50-216, didn’t 
appear until 1951, 17 years after 
Ford’s coupe-utility. The tables have 
turned since; Holden sold twice 
as many utes as Ford in 2014. 








The ute concept would spread across 
the world, and it all began in Geelong 
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Hurricane 


olden’s pioneering design studio at 
Fishermans Bend was just five years 
old in 1969, the home-grown HK 
Monaro coupe had set the shape for 
Aussie muscle, and the LC Torana GTR - a 
Frankensteined Vauxhall Viva - defined 
the pocket-rocket coupe. 

Australia’s first concept car, the Holden 
Hurricane, blew into the Melbourne 
motor show in May of that year. In its 
supercar wedge shape and incredibly 
futuristic features, including pop-up 
canopy, oil-cooled front disc brakes 
and ‘Pathfinder’ navigation system, the 
Hurricane was the equal of anything out 
of Europe or North America. 

The Hurricane was a few millimetres 
lower, wider and a fair whack wedgier 
than Ford’s GT40. At the dawn of the age 
of the Boeing 747 ‘jumbo jet’, when few 


Australians would have seen a concept car, 
Le Mans racer or even a Ferrari road car 
up close, this was a real brush with exotica. 

And exotic it was. The identity of the 
Hurricane’s stylist was lost until our Peter 
Robinson, following the car’s resurrection 
by the Holden Design team in 2011, started 
digging in Detroit. He was helped by the 
legendary Leo Pruneau, who had left GM 
headquarters in 1969 to join Holden. 

The Hurricane had been styled in 
1968 in GM Detroit’s Advanced 2 studio. 
The renderings were picked up and the 
project approved as a concept car for the 
Aussie outpost. Design drawings and a 
scale model were dispatched to Holden’s 
research and development team, a hugely 
talented bunch mainly comprised of recent 
Detroit arrivals. 

They refined the RD-001 design and 


proceeded to construct the spaceframe- 
and-fibreglass beastie right there at 
Fishermans Bend. 

Its mission was to showcase the 
Australian-made 4.2-litre (253ci) V8 
engine to be launched later that year in 
Holden’s HT-series cars. 

Hurricane was never remotely intended 
for production. However, it gave Australia 
- not least Holden - an appetite for 
concept cars, tantalisingly evident in the 
following year’s Torana GTR-X. 

Australia’s automotive skills and the 
early adoption of new materials and 
techniques had progressed spectacularly 
during the 1960s. This set the stage for 
the proliferation of customising and even 
complete car-making in the 1970s, and a 
new generation of independent design 
and engineering talent. 
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HURRICANE’S iconic orange metalflake 
paint was almost lost forever when the 
concept was resprayed silver in the 
1980s, but fate had other plans. A 


CLOCKWORK 

ORANGE 




am 


MM 




Thomson 
Motor Phaeton 

MELBOURNE steam engineer Herbert 
Thomson was just 26 when, with his 
cousin Edward Holmes, he built a 
steam-engined car in his Armadale 
(Vic) workshop. By 1899, Thomson 
had refined and patented the six- 
seater, two-cylinder design, and 
in 1900 shipped (literally) the car 
to Sydney for agricultural shows. 
Encouraged by its smooth running, 
the car’s two creators drove it 
800km from Bathurst to Melbourne, 
a 56 -hour journey recognised as 
Australia’s first interstate car trip. 
Only another dozen Thomson steam 
cars were built. 


single flake of the original paint was 
found stuck beneath a 1/3 scale 


model, enabling the original 
hue to be recreated. 
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IT S not for sale, but the unique 
BT19 is worth a motza. Two other 
Brabham GP cars, a BT24 raced 
by Sir Jack and a BT20 steered by 
Denny Hulme to win the 1967 
world championship, recently 
sold at auction for $1.4m 
and $1.5m respectively. 


64 wheelsmag.com.au 





Brabham BTIB 


L et time never diminish the 

achievements of Jack Brabham and 
Ron Tauranac - the ‘B’ and T’ in the 
designation of Brabham racing cars. 
The two men had met in Sydney in 1951 
and had much in common, both being 
RAAF ex-servicemen, engineers and keen 
motor racers. Indeed, Tauranac in his 
home-built SOOcc special beat Brabham’s 
Cooper-Bristol 2.0-litre to win the 1954 
NSW Hillclimb Championship. 

Brabham went to England in 1955 to 
seek fame, fortune and, as it turned out 
fotjf year s later, a Formula One World 
Championship. Sydney-based Tauranac 
was instrumental in it, having secretly 
provided Brabham with sketches and other 
ideas that contributed to the success of the 
championship-winning Coopers. 

Brabham offered Tauranac a one-way 
ticket to England in early 1960. By day, 
Tauranac worked in Brabham’s garage, 
tuning Triumph Heralds and Hillman 
Imps. At night, in his tiny Surbiton flat, he 
designed the first car, the BTl, for their 
joint venture as racing car constructors. 

Fast forward to 1966. Brabham had 
built a winning relationship with Honda 
to develop Formula 2 engines, and on the 
FI front wrangled Repco (and the genius 
Phil Irving) to turn an alloy Oldsmobile V8 


block into a Tasman and FI contender. 

BT cars driven by Jack and New 
Zealander Denny Hulme won all but 
one round of the F2 championship. More 
famously, Brabham became the only driver 
to win the FI championship - and the title 
for constructors for good measure - in a car 
bearing his name. 

The vehicle for that FI record was the 
BT19. Just one chassis was built, Tauranac 
having designed it in 1965 for a 1.5-litre 
Coventry Climax flat-16 that was axed in 
FI’s switch to 3.0 litres. Tauranac modified 
BT19 for the Repco V8, but the car was 
noticeably smaller than its rivals. 

For the first time, BT19 included oval- 
section tubing in its spaceframe chassis, 
and the fibreglass bodywork’s downturned 
nose and upswept tail indicated Tauranac’s 
growing attention to aerodynamics. 

Toyota’s Australian design chief Nick 
Hogios is a fan: “It’s absolute art. It’s not 
clad with something else to look sexy. The 
chassis and engine and all the suspension 
components, wheels and tyres - it’s totally 
functional, yet it looks beautiful.” 

In the BT19, Brabham won four of the 
nine grands prix in 1966. Teammate Hulme, 
soon armed with the longer-wheelbase 
evolution BT20-Repco, couldn’t catch Black 
Jack... not that year, anyway. 


caldweU-Vale 

nped for a centre diff. ADout. 


Brabham 
became the 
only driver 
to win the FI 
championship 
in a car bearing 
his name 
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ELBOURNE brothers Campbell, 
Winston and Graeme Bolwell sat 
at an incredibly exciting junction 
of Australian automotive history. 

As schoolboys in the late-1950s, the trio 
experimented with home-made specials, 
continuing a tradition spawned in the 
post-war years and marvellously expressed 
in racing machines such as Charlie Dean’s 
Maybach Special. 

On the heels of fibreglass sports car 
pioneers Nat Buchanan and Bill Buckle, 
the Bolwells bridged to a new era. 

Campbell was just 20 years old when 
he founded Bolwell Sports Cars in 1963, 
offering the Mk4 sports-racer in kit form. 
Brother Graeme joined in 1966, bringing 
with him a wealth of ideas gleaned from a 
six-month stint at Lotus in the UK, working 
on the Europa. 

By then the attractive Mk7 kit-coupe was 
doing quite well, Campbell clued-in to the 


availability of donor Holden six-cylinder 
engines and suspension. But Graeme’s 
ideas for its successor would revolutionise 
the company and create an Aussie sports 
car icon: the Nagari. 

The Nagari’s Lotus inspiration was 
evident in a fibreglass body made in one 
piece, a perfect mate to Bolwell’s already 
preferred chassis of fabricated steel 
‘Y’-shaped backbone. 

A switch to Ford’s 4.9-litre V8, supplied 
new with gearboxes from the factory, 
further encouraged the Bolwell boys to 
elevate the Nagari beyond kit-car status 
and sell it as a turn-key production car. 

Launched in 1970, the Nagari offered 
world-class styling, Aussie-sized interior 
space (both Campbell and Graeme were 
tall) and stonking performance, with the 
standing quarter-mile in 14.8 seconds. 

A gorgeous roadster was added in 1972, 
though only 12 were made. 


The Nagari remains an icon of 
achievement, from its conception through 
to its styling and performance. Ultimately, 
however, only 140 examples were built 
(versus 400 for its Mk7 predecessor). 

The Nagari’s fate came not through 
market forces, but the introduction in 1974 
of new Australian emissions laws. Despite 
the Nagari’s proprietary Ford engine, 
bureaucratic insistence on re-testing the 
car - a $500,000 exercise for Bolwell - 
killed the Aussie beauty. 

A legacy of the Nagari was that Bolwell 
admirer Allan Purvis was inspired to 
secure the rights to a British-designed, 
canopy-roofed kit car, the Nova. 

In the face of the same bureaucratic 
obstacles, Purvis renamed the VW-based 
car the Eureka and, after launching it 
in 1974, continually refined the design. 
Almost 700 kits were sold before Eureka 
production ceased in 1991. 


Nagari offered world-class styling and stonking 
performance, with a 14.8sec standing quarter 
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BOLWELL revived the Nagari 
name in 2008 for an all-new 
mid-engined concept shown at 
the Melbourne motor show. It 
weighed just 900kg thanks to a 
carbonfibre tub and fibreglass 
panels, and power came from a 
supercharged Toyota V6. 


Hartnett Tasman 

ENGLISHMAN Laurence Hartnett was 
installed to head Holden shortly after 
its 1931 purchase by GM, and worked 
tirelessly to promote an all-Australian 
car. As 1948 neared, it became clear 
that Detroit was in charge. Hartnett 
was ousted in 1947 and realised his 
vision of a small, practical family 
car in the Hartnett Tasman, based 
on a design by Jean-Albert Gregoire. 
Only about 135 examples of the two- 
cylinder, front-drive Tasman (and rag- 
top Pacific) were built from 1949-56. 


wheelsmag.com.au 67 






I T’S a phrase that’s been attached to a 
number of car designs, including Sir 
Alec Issigonis’s Mini, but the Coke-bottle 
curves of the XA Falcon coupe really did 
originate in a restaurant ‘napkin sketch’. 

The restaurant was in Melbourne and the 
designer was Brian Rossi. The Englishman, 
with American boss Jack Telnack and 
Australian Allan Jackson, had plenty to 
chew over: the knowledge that the US 
Falcon, on which the Australian cars were 
based, would cease at the end of 1969. 

Ford Australia had been forced to do its 
own Falcon, the XA. The three designers, 
with only a small and understaffed studio 
in Geelong, spent May to October 1968 
in Dearborn designing a sedan, wagon 
and long-wheelbase Fairlane, using the 
floorpan, firewall and A-pillars of the 
superseded XY. 

In April 1969, Rossi idly penned a rear 
three-quarter view of a bold, broad-beamed 


hardtop. Instantly recognisable, even now, 
are the bulging flanks and angular kick-up 
of the side glass, or daylight opening 
(DLO). Current Ford Asia-Pacific design 
boss Todd Willing says: “It’s the best DLO 
we [Ford Australia] ever did.” 

The XA hardtop was launched in March 
1972, against a Holden Monaro already 
into its second generation (HQ), and a new 
contender in the Chrysler Valiant Charger. 
Three world-class V8-powered muscle 
coupes, absolutely unique to a nation of 
just 13 million people. 

One slightly disappointed XA customer 
was Rossi himself. He had sketched the 
hardtop as a fat-tyred GT with two-tone 
paint (as later appeared on the XB), with 
the even hairier GT-HO Phase IV in mind. 
Rossi would wince whenever he saw a base 
Falcon 500 hardtop wobbling along on its 
five-inch steel wheels. 

The hardtop’s performance future was 


almost stymied by the supercar scare in 
June 1972. Broadmeadows built just one 
Phase IV hardtop, in Calypso Green, but 
the regular GT still won Bathurst in 1973. 

The XA was the first all- Australian 
Falcon, the one that saved the nameplate, 
and the hardtop was done right here. 

Its other legacy was that it convinced 
Dearborn of the need for a full design 
studio to be built at Broadmeadows. 

This was an acknowledgment of the 
talent and resourcefulness of Australian 
designers, which at the time was equally 
and attractively embodied in the Holden 
Monaro, the Chrysler Charger and, in 1973, 
the Leyland Force 7. 

The Falcon hardtop, more than 
anything before it, would smash the 
idea of Australian cars into the world’s 
consciousness - courtesy of another talent- 
laden Australian industry and its hell-bent 
highway cop creation named ‘Mad Max’. 


The XA was the first all- Australian Falcon, 
the one that saved the nameplate 
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KING of the XA GT family 


is the hardcore, limited-edition 


(129 sedans, 130 hardtops) RP083. 


These were put together using parts 


purchased for the abandoned GT-HO 


Phase IV project, including a 780cfm 


Holley carb, racing exhaust 


manifolds and, on some carSj 


four-wheel disc brakes. 


Ford XR Falcon GT 

THE golden age of Australian muscle 
cars began on April 18, 1967, when 
Ford unexpectedly announced to its 
dealers a high-performance version of 
the XR Falcon. Flush from the success 
of the Bathurst-winning Ford Cortina 
GT project. Ford introduced the 
‘Mustang-bred’ XR GT, powered by 
the 289 cubic-inch (4.7-litre) Windsor 
V8 from the US. Ford Australia’s 
expat Canadian marketing chiepill 
Bourke made it happen; three-time 
Bathurst winner Harry Firth, who 
had engineered the Cortina GT, made 
it work. In October, Firth and Fred 
Gibson headed a 1-2 finish for the 
works Falcon GTs at Bathurst. 





SHin^ 


AUSTRALIA'S most iconic cars 
are on show in NGV Australia's 
exhibition Shifting Gear: Design, 
Innovation and the Australian Car 
at Melbourne's Federation 
Square until July 12. 













delivery 


What better car to spirit British aero parts 
'to an aviation museum than a 
$650K Rolls-Royce Wraith? 

WORDS MICHAEL STAHL 
PHOTOS THOMAS WIELECKI 
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N WAR-darkened towns across England they 
toiled, men and women shoulder to shoulder 
amid the stink and sweat of foundries, the skin- 
slashing metal shavings, the silent precision of engine 
assembly. With the words of Winston Churchill in their 
ears and the pride of Rolls-Royce in their hearts, they 
cast, machined, polished and tested the legendary 
V12 Merlin - the aero engine that was to have such a 
decisive influence on the Battle of Britain. 

The 60-degree, 48-valve, 27-litre Merlin had its star 
turn in the Supermarine Spitfire, poster-boy of World 
War II aircraft, and the even more effective Hawker 
Hurricane. Achieving, in some guises, the holy grail of 
one horsepower for each of its 1375 pounds in weight, 
the supercharged Merlin was deserving of its status. 

Britain may have won the war, but the engineers and 
workers who strove so hard were not rewarded with 
enduring success. And so, in 1990, former aviation arch- 
foes BMW and Rolls-Royce shook hands on a 
joint venture to produce jet engines. Thirteen 
years later, BMW took control of Rolls-Royce. 


The most powerful engine ever fitted to a production 
Rolls-Royce motor car is the one beneath the bonnet 
of the latest Wraith. The outward aggression of this 
$645,000 two-door fastback suggests that the Spitfire 
spirit lives within. 

And for our mission, no lesser car will do. We are 
delivering life-renewing components to one of the 
Wraith’s forebears, currently residing at the Royal 
Australian Navy’s large and modern Fleet Air Arm 
Museum near Nowra, 160km south of Sydney. 

In Sydney, we take delivery of a precious cargo. The 
alloy casting, measuring 1.3m long, looks like a small 
pig-feeding trough. It once fed half a dozen six-inch 
snouts that comprised one bank of a 37-litre Rolls- 
Royce Griffon, from which we also have the camshaft. 

The contents of three small, genuine Rolls-Royce 
spare parts boxes, ingrained with dust from their time 
on the shelves at the Navy’s Sydney storehouse, have 
not been revealed. 

The Wraith’s BMW-based 6.6-litre direct-injection 
quad-cam V12 configuration owes more than a nod to 



LEFT: SUMPTUOUS INTERIOR 
IS ACCESSED BY REAR-HINGED 
'STAGECOACK' DOORS; 
ABOVE CENTRE: OUR PRECIOUS 
CARGO; ABOVE: INTERIOR STARS 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY $20K 
WORTH OF OPTIC FIBRES 
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its distant forebears: 60-degree banks, four valves per 
cylinder and forced induction, here via twin turbos. 

Rolls-Royce Motors famously never quoted power 
outputs (remember “adequate, plus 50 percent” for the 
turbo Flying Spur?), but the Wraith openly boasts its 
465kW at 5600rpm, and SOONm from 1500-5500rpm. 
That helps the 2350kg Wraith in its sprint from 
O-lOOkm/h in 4.6sec; as does the eight-speed ZF 
transmission, which on the road overlays driving style 
with GPS information to anticipate hills, corners and 
motorway entrances. The driver need (and can) do 
nothing beyond selecting Drive, Park or Reverse. 

Same goes for the eerily effective, almost other-worldly 
air suspension, which allows the driver to select high 
and low ride heights at low speed, but has magic-carpet 
microchippery to continually control body movement in 
response to driving style and road conditions. 

At 5269mm from bumper to bumper, it’s 70mm longer 
than a long-wheelbase Range Rover. The fastback 
body still strikes an odd note, though there’s enough 
pillarless cool of 1960s Talladega that I like it. 









But photographer Wielecki was disappointed that the 
body’s pinlines were masked, not painted freehand. 

The whole point of the Wraith is to get onto the 
shopping lists of, well, not journalists, but younger, 
enthusiast drivers. Two years ago, there wasn’t a Rolls 
you’d line up against a Merc S63 AMG, Aston Vanquish 
or Bentley Conti GT Speed. Now there is. And with 
perhaps 1500 being built annually, you’ll probably 
never line up next to a similar one. 

That hand-crafted exclusivity is evident in the 
interior, accessed easily in even tight spaces thanks to 
the rear-hinged doors (with electric closing). Inside, 
classic R-R cues like chromed organ-stops and eyeball 
vents share space with BMW’s artfully submerged 
driver-assist technology. 

It’s about the appearance of grand, effortless motion. 
Instrumentation is kept elegant and simple, and 
includes an aero-throwback Tower Reserve’ in lieu 
of a tachometer. The head-up display ignites with a 
Rolls-Royce logo that looks like liquid sterling silver. 
The extensive (and welcomed) parking-assist systems 
include a bird’s-eye view of the car and adjacent 
objects. The seats are both plush and supportive. 

All of this comes at a price. The white leather is 
a $10,700 option, polished door sill plates $3300, 
18-speaker sound system $11,900. The crowning 
achievement is probably the Starlight roof, comprising 
more than 1300 hand-inserted optic fibres. That’s $19,400. 
So exquisite is the interior, I feel guilty farting in it. But 
then I don’t, because it has ventilated seats ($3700). 


Our car’s optional 21-inch wheels, with ContiSport 
Contacts rubber (255/40 front, 285/35 rear) add $19,500. 
And our Spirit of Ecstasy has a ghostly luminescence, 
being lit from beneath when at standstill. I presumed it 
to be Lalique crystal, but it’s not. At $10,700, let’s call it 
a space-age polymer resin. 

But our car’s driveaway price of $764,653.30 has to be 
seen in the context of spending the extra 18 percent to 
get the glass infinity option for the pool at home. It’s 
the logical thing to do. 

From the wheel, the Wraith seems to be scaled at 
120 percent. The driving position feels normal, but 
for the height above neighbouring drivers. The view 
rearwards is much better than anticipated, given the 
buttress-like C-pillars and tall rear bulkhead. 

It’s a gentle ride for the first hour or so. I seem to 
recall having prodded the Wraith’s throttle when I 
departed my driveway. Many kilometres later, I begin 
to contemplate a second, light application. The Power 
Reserve gauge seems to momentarily yawn. 

It feels like we’re permanently in a 40 zone. The 
Wraith’s root chakra is at 180km/h on the Brenner Pass, 
not on an over-policed Australian freeway. 

Through the Southern Highlands of NSW, rows 
of onlookers’ heads turn like laughing clowns at a 
sideshow. People gawk, because anybody in a Rolls is 
almost certainly somebody. 

Through the twisting, hilly roads of Kangaroo 
Valley, the Wraith is no less amazing from the inside. 
The steering is truly involving, perhaps because it’s 


People gawk, because anybody in a 
Rolls is almost certainly somebody 
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driven by an old-fashioned hydraulic pump. The ride is 
probably the best I’ve experienced; deeply imbued with 
what Rolls calls “waftability”, informed by a measure 
of welcome feedback from the low-profile Contis. 

The body control seamlessly sharpens when Sir sinks 
the slipper into those 12 cylinders. There are different 
kinds of thrust: big-bore Detroit V8s with grunt 
everywhere, rev-hungry European sixes, the mid-range 
urge of turbos, Italian V12s with operatic top ends. The 
Wraith is all of the above, served deliciously through 
eight thinly-sliced gears. 

In every aspect of the Wraith’s dynamic performance 
lies the aroma of an uncompromising approach to the 
quality of components, countless hours of developing 
and refining, and millions of continuous micro- 
processes making everything just... work. The Wraith 
does nothing beyond the realm of the earthly. But it 
does everything supernaturally well. 

Except the clock, which isn’t working. 

The Eleet Air Arm Museum, located within the 
RAN’s HMAS Albatross, houses more than 30 aircraft 
and hundreds of artefacts. All have been crucial in 
supporting a fleet dating back to World War I. But it’s 
far from a dusty dormitory of ghosts and aero-geeks. 

Terry Hetherington, the museum’s manager, is an 
aeronautical engineer and 44-year RAN veteran. He 
joined the service in 1966, aged 17 years and 17 days. 

Hetherington points to a large model of the 
HMAS Sydney III. Models of aircraft carriers are 
displayed in front of the aircraft that operated from 
them. “I did my first trip at sea in this thing,” he says. 
The Sydney was decommissioned in 1975 and sold to 
Korea for scrap. “She’s probably Hyundais now.” 

I’m gawking at a Douglas A-4 Skyhawk, a jet with 
wings so stubby (for parking on a carrier) that it just 


Head of 
the fleet 

OUR thanks 
go to Terry 
Hetherington, 
not only for his 
invaluable help 
with this story, 
but for a truly 
memorable day at 
the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum. 

The RAN Fleet 
Air Arm Museum 
is located at HMAS 
Albatross, 489A 
Albatross Rd, 
Nowra, NSW. It’s 
open seven days a 
week from 10am 
to 4pm. Admission 
is $10 for adults. 
Children under 16 
are free. Phone 
(02) 4424 1920. 
Web: www.navy. 
gov.au/fleet- air- 
arm-museum 
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from the South African Air Force. The air-racing Griffons 
are a Frankenstein of the best bits - type 64 crank, type 
57 conrods - combined with modern components to help 
sustain up to five-bar of supercharger boost. 

With speed a formula of power and aerodynamics, 
many still prefer the more compact Merlin. The 11-time 
US champion P-51 Strega makes 2850kW; Griffons go 
beyond 3000. 

“When they stopped building those in the late-1940s, 
everything went to gas turbine for aviation,” Terry 
Hetherington says. “There’s nothing that has come 
along that’s better.” 


The breed improves racing 

IT’S Still the fastest form of motor racing on earth - or, 
frighteningly, only 15 metres above it. And yet in the 
800km/h-plus Unlimited class of aircraft “pylon racing”, 
a 70-year-old Rolls-Royce Merlin or Griffon V12, some 
pushing out SOOOkW, is still the engine of choice. 

Modified “warbirds” like the P-51 Mustang feature 
clipped wings, streamlined fuselages and reinforced 
airframes to cope with the massive g-loadings of the 
nine-pylon course. Lap averages exceed 800km/h amid 
half a dozen other racers only a wingspan away. 

In the mid-1980s, specialist air-racing engine builders 

Griffon 58s 
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oozes sheer grunt. Hetherington watched one go under 
the HMAS Melbourne (II) in the South China Sea in 
1972, after a “cold shot” from the catapult. 

This is where I learn that carrier pilots’ oxygen 
masks and ejection seats aren’t just for altitude, but 
underwater. And why fighter jocks loved butt-ugly 
sea-rescue choppers like the Westland Wessex, Sea King 
and other trusty workhorses. 

It was ever thus. A model of HMAS Sydney (the 
first, 1913-1928) shows how the ship carried a single 
Sopwith Pup, which would take off from a three-metre 
wooden ramp above the forward gun. The landing plan, 
if it could be called such a thing, was to crash into the 
water alongside the ship. 

Then there’s the Merlin. The FAAM has a sectioned 
example of the engine, exposing one bank of the 
massive 5.4-inch pistons. At the rear of the mighty V12 
is a gargantuan, twin-choke updraft SU carburettor 
feeding into the supercharger. 

But we’d come to see a Griffon. Hetherington leads 
me to the Fairey Firefly, a 1940s single-engine fighter 
he describes as “a Spitfire on steroids.” Its handsome 
silhouette includes a greenhouse-style canopy for the 
second crewman. Within its proud nose is a Rolls-Royce 
Griffon 74. The engine has design similarities to a 
Merlin but is bulkier, and displaces 37 litres courtesy 
of six-inch bores. But the Griffon made almost double 
the power, upwards of 2350bhp (1752kW), and about 


6375Nm torque from its two major advances, fuel 
injection and a two-stage supercharger. 

Our spare parts had come from a Griffon 58, a 
simpler variant from the Avro Shackleton bomber and 
renowned for its bigger bearings, thicker billet cams 
and better valvetrain lubrication. 

Hetherington takes the three small, unopened 
parts boxes from the Wraith’s boot. One bears the 
date of May 1953. Inside, he tells me, are simple tab 
washers, spring washers and a water pipe fitting. All, 
Hetherington explains, are in “tropical packaging.” 

At the Rolls-Royce factory, workers individually oiled 
each washer, packed them in grease and wrapped them 
in lots of 10 with wax paper. Then they sealed them 
inside the small cardboard box and dispatched them to 
the far side of the world. 

It’s near midnight. Driving home through the pitch 
dark and eerie stillness of the Royal National Park, I’m 
somehow connected to those Rolls-Royce workers of 
more than half a century ago. I imagine their care as 
they handle those prosaic parts, ever mindful that lives 
might well depend on them. 

The words that would have echoed in their ears 
might have been Henry Royce’s: “Whatever is rightly 
done, however humble, is noble.” 

I have the same confidence in the Wraith, that the 
boys would brook no compromise in their contribution 
to a safe return from the mission. 
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NO FAMILY RESEMBLANCE 
AeRE; wraith SITS ALONGSIDE 
^ MERLIN V12 ENGINE, WITH ITS 
MASSIVE 5.4-INCH PISTONS, 
AT NOWRA'S FLEET AIR ARM 
MUSEUM 


Rolls-Royce Wraith^ 

6592CC V12, dohc, 48v, twin turbos 
465kW@ 5600rpm 
800Nm @ 1500-5500rpm 
8-speed automatic 
2360kg 

4.6sec (claimed) 

.14.0L/100km V 

$645,000 ' * — 


The power of one 

ROBERT Alexander Little was 
Australia’s greatest World War I 
fighter ace. He claimed 47 German 
aircraft before 27 May, 1918, when 
his Sopwith Camel was brought 
down in northern France. 

Shot through both thighs. Little 
survived the crash landing with 
a broken skull, but bled to death 
overnight in a field. 

Just one of hundreds of the 
treasures at the FAAM is a weather- 
beaten brown leather Gladstone bag. 
It had been found by a farmer at a 
rubbish tip in Texas, Queensland, 
in 2013. Inside, beneath a family 
of mice nesting in a tweed jacket, 
were Robert Little’s neatly folded 
waistcoat, tie and flying helmet, 
into which was sewn a photograph 
of his infant son. 

Any debate as to why we 
have museums, and dedicated 
enthusiasts like Terry 
Hetherington, ends here. 


Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 








Boom, boom, boom goes the baby SUV as Renault, Mazda and Honda 
throw sexy new metal into this fast-growing segment 

WORDS NATHAN PONCHARD PHOTOS THOMAS WIELECKI 


‘Fashion-forward’ is a rare phenomenon Captur’s removable, washable seat covers 

in the automotive world, but if the newest must be like the second coming for clean 
contenders in the baby SUV brigade are freaks, and likewise its Tardis-like boot for 

anything to go by, being cool doesn’t mean anyone into carrying stuff. Depending on 

you have to act dumb. the rear-seat position, it can vary between 

Renault’s Clio-based Captur is a striking 377 and 455 litres in size, and has a 
example of small SUV sculpture, especially removable floor that is rubberised on one 
the test Dynamique with its metallic side, and can be used as a partition to stop 

orange and cream two-tone paint playing stuff sliding about. 

up deeply scalloped flanks and its pert. Similarly arresting in style, yet arguably 

VER noticed how perceptions of Euro-chic rear end. Yet beneath all that even more of a head-turner than the 

size change over time? Suitably spacious Champs-Elysees glitz hides an incredibly Captur is Mazda’s CX-3. Sired by the 

and tasteful homes of the 1950s are often well thought-out package. Mazda 2 but sharing the 3’s 2.0-litre petrol 

deemed unworkable shoeboxes in this era With almost the longest wheelbase engine, the CX-3’s cab-rearward shape 

of the McMansion, seeing they need to (2606mm, just 4mm shy of the HR-V’s) but was clearly prioritised by Hiroshima’s 

accommodate super-sized kids that tower by far the least overall length (4122mm), fashionistas. Walk around the multi- 

over their bread-and-dripping ancestors, it’s admirable what Renault has squeezed surfaced Mazda and its shape constantly 

plus all the ‘stuff’ people need these days. into its compact little Captur. changes - making it difficult to convey on 

But what about the machines filling their By building up instead of out, and fitting camera - yet it has a visual identity that 

multi-car vehicle holes? a neat rear bench that slides fore-aft almost makes it classless. 

That’s where the rather clever small through 160mm, Captur’s cabin is far more Longer and almost as tall as the Captur, 

SUV steps in. In architecture terms, it’s a accommodating than a Clio’s. Ample leg the CX-3 favours sporting style over 

modernist slice of neat space utilisation and head room, 1.5-litre bottle holders in spacious accommodation. On the plus side 

versus the McMansion-esque slab of excess the front doors (though only 600ml slots in is a vibrant, individual interior that blends 

that is many medium to large SUVs. Born the rear) and a removable bin between the interesting trims and textures with Mazda’s 

in the back alleys of Europe, yet honed by front seats that looks like it could double usual high standard of build and trim 

the Japanese, the baby SUV has become as a container for crook kids headline the quality. CX-3’s soft, yet supportive chairs 

the little darling of 2014/15. Renault’s utility. take the ‘best seat’ gong in an extremely 




Champs-Elysees 
glitz is an incredibly well thought-out package 



ABOVE: CAPTUR'S INTERIOR 
A DEAD-RINGER FOR CLIO'S, 
THOUGH THE SUV VERSION 
TRADES MINIMALISM FOR 
IMPROVED STORAGE; IS 
BETTER-SUITED TO HAVING 
A BIG STEERING WHEEL. 
BELOW: ORANGE-AND- 
CREAM CAPTUR DYNAMIQUE 
IS A STRIKING PACKAGE ON 
ROAD, WITH A SURPRISING 
AMOUNT OF SPACE 





Tall oil 


TOP: BENEATH THE HR-V'S 
RATHER HEAVY TAILGATE 
HIDES A TERRIFIC BOOT 
WITH BENCHMARK SPACE 
AND BRILLIANT REAR- 
SEAT FLEXIBILITY. 
BELOW: IF YOU WANT TO 
MAKE A FIVE-DOOR SUV 
' APPEAR COUPE-ESQUE, 
HERE'S HOW TO DO IT 


AT PRESENT, the 
only diesel-engined 
variants among 
Australia’s burgeoning 
baby SUV brigade 
belong to the Mazda 
CX-3 (auto-only, 
front- or all-wheel 
drive), Peugeot 2008 
(manual- only, front- 
drive) and Skoda Yeti 
(dual-clutch, all-wheel 
drive) , though more 
are coming. The one 
we’re super-keen to 
drive is Honda’s HR-V 
diesel. Sharing its 
strong 88kW/300Nm 
1.6-litre turbo-diesel 
with the Civic, 
the HR-V oiler will 
also bring with it a 
manual. We reckon 
it’ll be the HR-V to 
have when it lobs 
around Christmas. 
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close fight with the cushy Captur, even 
though the sTouring variant’s ‘Maztek’ 
trim is a not-so-fancy title for sweaty vinyl. 
Even Mazda’s traditionally ice-cold climate 
control can’t compensate for man-made 
‘pleather’ on a 30-degree day. 

While clearly space-deprived compared 
to its expansive rivals, the CX-3’s plush 
rear seat is entirely liveable, though it’s the 
front-seat package that has received the 
most attention. The CX-3’s 264-litre boot is 
unable to fit even the smallest Mountain 
Buggy pram (what happened to good old 
strollers?), necessitating a folded backrest, 
and while there’s quite a bit of depth 
beneath its removable false floor, CX-3’s 
loading lip is high and its divider isn’t as 
useful as the Renault’s. 

Given some of Honda’s recent efforts, 
like the malformed Jazz/City and the dorky 
Civic, it’s quite a surprise to feel drawn to 
an H-badged design, espcially an SUV. But 
the new-generation HR-V is that car. 

Sweeping the body-side crease up and 
the window down to meet at the hidden 
rear doorhandle creates a coupe-like effect 
that really works. Unlike BMW’s distasteful 
X6, the HR-V manages to pull off a coupe 
look without compromising rear headroom 
because it’s all a visual trick. And even 
though we’re meant to ignore the test car’s 
17-inch ‘sports’ alloys - Honda could only 


provide a $32,990 VTi-L, not a $27,990 
VTi-S with less attractive 17s - they’re 
so cleverly styled, we had to check they 
weren’t 18s. 

The HR-V continues its revival of 
Honda’s fortunes inside. A beautifully 
rendered dashboard with the finest plastics 
quality, acres of space and a commanding 
rear seat package with a fabulous view 
forward raise the Honda to a level its 
rivals can’t match. Likewise its vast boot 
with ‘magic seat’ flexibility that is both 
breathtakingly simple, yet supremely 
effective in using the rear-seat folding 
mechanism to maximum effect. 

Yet the HR-V is a bit hit-and-miss. 

Its tailgate is heavy, its doors won’t 
take bottles any larger than 750ml, its 
front seats have short, flat cushions and 
inadequate adjustment, and its flimsy, 
mesh-like faux parcel shelf is a tragedy. 
Exactly why it’s so rubbish we can’t say, but 
you should at least be able to twist it and 
fold it away. Or pour kero on it and burn it. 

Erom left field in this five-star crew 
comes Suzuki’s underrated S-Cross. This 
replacement for the ageing SX4 has 
been with us for just over a year, yet it 
has hardly set the market ablaze. And 
part of the reason for that could be its 
relative normality. Unlike the slinky CX-3, 
coupe-like HR-V, catwalk-ready Captur or 


Holden’s tall-boy Trax, the S-Cross is simply 
a small mini-wagon, just like Peugeot’s 
2008 but without that car’s visual flair. 

Riding on a 2600mm wheelbase, the 
S-Cross is admirably spacious. Up front, 
you feel like you’re driving a car, albeit a 
Swift with a high seating position, while 
in the rear, a roomy, supportive bench, 
accompanied by doors that take 1.5-litre 
bottles (front as well), plus a dual-level 
430-litre boot with near fold-flat capability 
add to its multi-purpose dexterity. 

But - and it’s a big one - the S-Cross 
GLX tested here costs $30,465 driveaway, 
and that’s a sizeable wedge for what 
feels like an XL Swift inside. The S-Cross 
might be roomy, but its interior pales in 
comparison to the HR-V’s luxury, or the 
CX-3’s character, or the Captur’s colour. 
Given that so many parts are shared with 
its light-hatch sister, it’s no wonder the 
S-Cross struggles to escape its upbringing. 

Likewise the Trax. It’s almost two years 
since Holden’s Barina-based small SUV 
launched here, and it’s done quite well. 

But the Trax must’ve spent too much time 
sunbaking on the Gold Coast because some 
wrinkles are starting to appear. 

Outside, its chunky look remains a love- 
it-or-hate-it prospect, though at 1674mm 
tall, it clearly fulfils the faux-wheel-drive 
visual brief better than its more car-like 


CX-3, though the 


style over space is the 
rV manages to mix both 




compatriots. But at $29,990 for the range- 
topping Trax LTZ with its new 1.4-litre 
turbo engine, there’s a lingering sense of 
wanting more for the money, not just a 
neat set of 18-inch alloys. 

Inside, the cost-cutting scalpel is all too 
evident. While the Trax’s cabin is littered 
with useful storage compartments - some 
with rubberised mats - and cupholders 
aplenty (four in the centre console, two 
in the rear armrest, plus decent bottle 
holders in the doors), it’s the execution of 
its interior design that lets the side down. 

Unlike the S-Cross and CX-3’s hard 
cabin plastics, the Trax’s are horribly 
scratch-prone, like pretty much every other 
sub-Commodore GM product since the 90s. 
And the sticky, cloying feel of its ‘Sportec’ 
vinyl trim is barely mitigated by the push- 
button air-con’s effectiveness - the sole 
non-climate-control system here. It’s a 
shame, really, because Trax packs plenty 
into its compact shape, including decent 
seats and a well-shaped boot with a double- 
fold rear seat that forms a fully flat floor. 

Where the Lang Lang-tuned Holden 


fights back big time is in the dynamic 
department. Riding on excellent 215/55R18 
Continentals, the Trax’s chassis is taut 
and sweetly balanced, with inch-perfect 
steering precision and a newfound level of 
throttle adjustability thanks to the extra 
torque of its chubby turbo four. 

While some might find its relatively tall 
seating position initially a bit disconcerting 
in corners, the Trax imbues a level of 
confidence that allows you to push as hard 
as you please. Gone in too hot? Simply lift 
your right foot and the Trax obediently 
brings its Koala nose back into line. 

Similarly sporty but not quite as 
polished is the CX-3. It also has turn-in, 
balance and grip by the bucketload, though 
it feels a bit skittish over bumps at times 
and its steering suffers kickback through 
lumpy corners. Then there’s the matter of 
its damping, which doesn’t quite feel in 
unison front-to-rear, though four-up ride 
quality is excellent, offering arguably the 
best combination of comfort and control. 

The Trax is similarly well-disciplined, 
but a bit firmer, while the Captur is even 


cushier, though perhaps too supple for 
those who like a sporty ride. 

Refreshingly, the Captur feels very 
French at speed. The faster you go, the 
better its ride gets, absorbing bumps that 
upset the unladen Mazda, yet around town, 
the 17in-wheeled Captur Dynamique can 
feel quite firm. And quiet. 

The Captur’s forte is tackling big 
distances with all-pervading smoothness. 
Wafting on cushy seats, its supple ride 
blotting surface irregularities and its 
unobtrusive engine conjuring every ounce 
of mid-range torque, the Captur is a great 
mile-eater. Yet when the road starts to turn, 
its innate sense of poise reminds you of the 
excellence of its underpinnings. Refined, 
too, except for an unusual, whizzing whine 
from the drivetrain under hard acceleration 
that can be heard inside and out. 

Given the depressingly low dynamic base 
of its showroom buddies, it’s a surprise to 
discover the HR-V is 
decent to drive. While 
its steering can feel 
disconnected 


ABOVE: IF YOU SIMPLY 
WANT A CAR TO BE 
ROOMY AND RELIABLE, 
RATHER THAN STYLISH 
AND SEXY, THE 
S-CROSS IS THE CAR 
FOR YOU, AT A PRICE. 
LEFT: SUZUKI IS KINDA 
FUN TO DRIVE, AND 
ISN'T AS SLOW AS 
WE EXPECTED, BUT 
IT LACKS FINESSE 
IN A BUNCH OF KEY 
DYNAMIC AREAS 



Driver’s hip point is 100mm 
higher than Clio’s for great 
view forward. Plastics are 
hard, but it has personality 
in spades. Seat trim zips off 


Commanding, capacious, 
functional and cleanable, 
but not plush. Inexpensive 
trim looks and feels low- 
rent, though stereo is good 


Swift-gone-large cabin 
is simply too mundane 
for $30K. But it appears 
durable, is fairly roomy, and 
offers storage and vision 


Lovely dashboard, brilliant 
packaging and slick plastics 
are design highlights. 
Anorexic front seat 
cushions not so much 


Cool, classy and colourful, 
with excellent seat comfort 
and loads of gear for the 
price. But why have vinyl 
seats made a comeback? 
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and anaesthetised unless loaded up, the 
HR-V lacks the vagueness that blights the 
CR-V and Accord. Despite some roll in 
the front end, there’s a keenness you can 
coax from it that dispatches winding roads 
quickly, and quite confidently. But, unlike 
its better rivals, you have to set the HR-V’s 
chassis up for corners. Drive it badly and 
its handling becomes slovenly. 

The HR-V rides pretty well, though, with 
acceptable quietness and composure, and 
none of the CR-V’s nauseating body-control 
issues. But compared to the plush Captur 
and the polished CX-3, the HR-V’s ride 
can feel lumpy, and there’s noticeable tyre 
noise on some surfaces, probably because 
its cabin is otherwise library-quiet. 

Unexpectedly, the S-Cross is the dynamic 
duffer in this company. In isolation, when 
driven briskly the S-Cross feels like it’s 
blessed with Swift DNA, thanks to the 
suspension’s underlying suppleness and the 
adjustable nature of its rear end. But the 
more you ask of it, the worse it gets. 

Pile four adults into it and the Suzuki’s 
ride becomes unsettled, in contrast to 
how it behaves with just a driver. While 
its chassis balance and handling ability 
can both deliver some fun, there’s a lack 
of consistency and cohesion to its body 
movement that exposes its lack of dynamic 
finesse. By far the worst offender is its 
steering, which feels sticky and gluggy 


around straight ahead, yet sharp and 
over-light once you apply lock. 

Also lacking in driveability polish is 
the Suzuki’s CVT. The transmission lacks 
smoothness when accelerating from rest, 
and gives the impression that the drive 
belt is slipping occasionally under full- 
throttle acceleration. 

Yet there’s plenty of goodness. At decent 
speeds, Suzuki’s seemingly undernourished 
86kW/158Nm 1.6-litre atmo four is smooth 
and unobtrusive when whisking the lithe 
1125kg body along, though its quietness 
may have something to do with being 
drowned out by road noise. Then there’s 
the HR-V-beating acceleration to 60km/h, 
and its excellent test fuel consumption of 
just 9.0L/100km. 

But the economy prize goes to the 
Captur. While its 88kW/190Nm 1.2-litre 
turbo four has to lug 111kg more muffin 
top than a Clio Dynamique using the 
same engine, the Captur proves similarly 
exceptional in its frugality. And that’s with 
the test car being filled after it hammered 
through Sydney’s afternoon traffic to the 
northern beaches, whereas the others were 
gassed up at Marulan on the Hume. 

Renault’s 1.2 turbo is an admirably 
smooth and low-stressed engine, and 
doesn’t need revs to perform. In Drive, the 
six-speed dual-clutch ’box upshifts from 
first to second gear just under SOOOrpm, 


and at 5400rpm thereafter, yet it’ll hit 
GOOOrpm if you put it in the manual gate... 
and go slower. What spoils the fun, though, 
is the transmission’s lethargy. From 
standstill, Renault’s Getrag-developed 
dual-clutcher takes too long to engage, 
while at other times its throttle response 
has the immediacy of a cadaver. Captur’s 
plump mid-range is some compensation, 
though you often drive it flat to the floor. 

Next up the accelerative ladder is the 
HR-V. Its 105kW/172Nm 1.8-litre four 
can be quite vocal as the CVT sets max 
attack at a consistent 6500rpm, but it’s no 
slingshot from a standing start, and would 
be better served tied to one of Honda’s 
sweet-shifting manuals. Still, the HR-V 
has an effective Sport mode, which ramps 
up revs quicker and provides some engine 
braking, though neither transmission mode 
works well with the cruise control in hilly 
conditions. The speed inconsistency and 
flaring engine revs will soon have you 
doing your own throttle control. 

Decent economy of 9.9L/100km from 
the HR-V, though, given that at 1366kg it 
weighs quite a lot more than the S-Cross, 
Captur and CX-3. 

The 1226kg Mazda is not only more 
economical (9.3L/100km), but much 
quicker. A O-lOOkm/h time of 8.9sec and the 
standing 400m in 16.4 cement the CX-3’s 
sporting credentials, as does its excellent 




imbues a level of driver 


confidence that allows you to push hard 




why no Pug? 

HAVING won our 
January 2014 small-SUV 
comparo by a whisker, 
we chose not to invite 
Peugeot’s likeable 
2008, simply because 
the game has moved 
on. And its decrepit 
automatic drivetrain 
hasn’t. But good news 
is on the way. Late this 
year, the 2008 range 
(and the 208 hatch) will 
be transformed when 
PSA’s brilliant 1.2-litre 
three-cylinder turbo 
migrates from the 308 in 
an 82kW/205Nm tune, 
tied to a new-generation 
six-speed automatic, 
and hopefully a manual. 
Unless you’re happy 
with the current 60kW 
1.2 atmo five-speeder, 
which is a leisurely 
charmer, we’d hold off 
until the turbo -triple 
and new auto arrive. 



HOLDEN TRAX LTZ 1.4T 


HONDA HR-V VTi-L 




SUZUKI S-CROSS GLX 


RENAULT CAPTUR 


Performance 


Power to weight: 72kW per tonne 
Redline/cut-out: 6600/6500rpm 

Speed at indicated 100km/h: 97 


Speed in gears 


53km/h @ 6500rpm 


81km/h @6500rpm 




126km/h @6500rpm 


167km/h @ GSOOrpm 


185km/h ©SOOOrpm* * 


174km/h@3500rpm* 


Standing-start acceleration 
O-ZOkm/h: 1 Osec 



0-40kni/h: 2 2sec 

O-SOkm/h: 4 Osec 

O-SOkm/h: 6 5sec 

O-IOOkm/h: 9 3sec 

O-tZOkm/h: 13 4sec 

0-140kni/h: 19 1sec 

O-tSOkm/h: - 

0-400ni:16.7sec@132.8km/h 
Rolling acceleration: Drive 
SO-tZOkm/h: 7 Osec 

Braking distance 

lOOkm/h-0: 38 Om 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 21°C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard. 

* Estimated. 


Performance 


Power to weight: 77kW per tonne 

Redline/cut-out: G700/G500rpm 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 95 

Speed in gears 

190km/h© GSOOrpm* 







Standing-start acceleration 

1.3sec 

3.2sec 

5.1sec 

7.3sec 

10.2sec 

14.0sec 

19.5sec 

- 

17.5sec© 133.Gkm/h 

Rolling acceleration: Drive 

G.8sec 

Braking distance 


37.9m 


Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 22°C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard 
* Estimated. 


Performance 

Power to weight: 89kW per tonne 
Redline/cut-out: 6500/6700rpm 

Speed at indicated 100km/h: 98 
Speed in gears 

54km/h @ GSOOrpm 

94km/h @ GSOOrpm 

131km/h ©GSOOrpm 

190km/h ©GSOOrpm 

201km/h ©48S0rpm* 

19Skm/h ©4000rpm* 


Standing-start acceleration 
O-ZOkm/h: 1 Osec 

0-40kni/h: 2 4sec 

O-SOkm/h: 41 sec 

O-SOkm/h: G 2sec 

0-100km/h: 8 9sec 

0-1Z0km/h:12 2sec 

0-140km/h: 17Ssec 

O-IOOkm/h: 2S 3sec 

0-400m: 1G.4sec © 13G.8km/h 
Rolling acceleration: Drive 
SO-IZOkm/h: G Osec 

jraking distance 

100km/h-0: 38 4m 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 21 °C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard 
* Estimated. 


Performance 

Power to weight: 72kW per tonne 
Redline/cut-out: G000/G100rpm 
Speed at indicated 100km/h:9G 

Speed in gears 

4Skm/h©S000rpm 

74km/h © GOOOrpm 

113km/h©S000rpm 

1S7km/h ©GOOOrpm 

192km/h ©SSOOrpm* 

192km/h ©44S0rpm* 

Standing-start acceleration 

1.4sec 

3.1sec 

S.2sec 

7.9sec 

11.1 sec 

1S.8sec 

22.Gsec 

18.0sec©127.Skm/h~ 

Rolling acceleration: Drive 

7.7sec 

Braking distance 

38.9m 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 19°C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard 
* Manufacturer’s ciaim. 


Performance 

Power to weight: 7GkW per tonne 
Redline/cut-out: GOOO/GOOOrpm 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 94 

Speed in gears 

170km/h© GOOOrpm* 


Standing-start acceleration 
O-ZOkm/h: 1 4sec 

0-40km/h: 2 9sec 

O-OOkm/h: 4 9sec 

O-SOkm/h: 7 3sec 

O-IOOkm/h: 10 Ssec 

0-1Z0km/h:14 8sec 

0-140km/h: 21 8sec 

O-IOOkm/h: - 

0-400m: 17.Gsec © 129.Skm/h 
Rolling acceleration: Drive 
SO-IZOkm/h: 7 Gsec 

Braking distance 

100km/h-0T3L9m 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 19°C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard 

* Manufacturer’s claim. 
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SUV over MPV 


ABOVE: CX-3 IS THE 
BEST ALL-ROUND 
PACKAGE AND 
AN INTRIGUING 
LOOKER. RIGHT: 
TRAX'S UNUSUAL 
INSTRUMENTS 
POLARISE OPINION. 
FAR RIGHT: CAPTUR'S 
HAUTE-COUTURE 
SEAT-BACK POCKETS 


transmission with highly effective Sport 
mode. But the downside to the engine’s 
induction growl is the vibes you feel through 
the wheel and pedals as it spins the tacho 
needle all the way to 6700rpm. 

Revs are something Holden’s direct- 
injection 1.4 turbo certainly doesn’t need, 
seeing maximum power arrives at just 
4900rpm. The 103kW/200Nm donk in the 
Trax LTZ isn’t as refined as it could be, but 
it transforms the Trax’s accelerative ability 
compared to the loud and coarse 1.8. The 
boosted four slices over two seconds from 
its O-lOOkm/h sprint, though the drivetrain 
isn’t without its flaws. On light throttle 
at low rpm, there’s a torque hole that the 
driver can pedal around, but the cruise 
control certainly can’t as it puts the gearbox 
into ‘ditsy’ mode, hunting up and down on 
hills like a madman. And then there’s the 
awful pseudo-manual shift on the side of the 
gearlever, which only works when you shove 
the selector into ‘M’. 

What ultimately kills the Trax LTZ 1.4T, 
however, is its economy when driven hard. 

It might be semi-competitive when crusing 
with economy in mind, but if you attempt 
to use any of the available power, fuel use 
skyrockets, as its ll.lL/lOOkm average 
proves. As in Barina and Malibu, the trade- 
off for Trax’s strong body is weight, and its 
ageing drivetrain struggles to cope. 

But the Trax is a better car than the 
S-Cross, and arguably better value at an 
inflated $30K. While its plasticky interior, 
vinyl trim and equipment shortfalls put 
a big question mark next to its list price, 
no one can dispute the excellence of its 
handling, or its grunt and space. 


What Trax is crying out for is a facelift, 
and fast. The longer GM rests on Trax’s 
rapidly fading laurels, the more desperate 
its hand-waving will become as it watches 
newer competitors surge ahead. 

Unfortunately for the Suzuki, there’s no 
way its interior feels like 30 grand’s worth, 
certainly not after experiencing the sizzle 
of its best rivals for less money. But there’s 
an unpretentious charm about the S-Cross. 
While it isn’t perfect, we could understand 
why someone would buy one, keep it for 
a fault-free 15 years and love it. But that 
person would probably be buying the GL 
manual for $22,990 driveaway, not the 
overpriced and out-of-its-depth GLX. 

Which leaves the Captur, CX-3 and HR-V. 
Three highly impressive small SUVs, all with 
their virtues, but the Renault’s smoothness, 
comfort and efficiency aren’t enough to 
overcome the slothfulness of its transmission 
response. If Renault can find a fix, the 
Captur has a chance of nailing the brief. Its 
great style, intellectual interior and soothing 
dynamics certainly deserve as much. 

So, CX-3 or HR-V? Hate to say it, but 
it depends on your priorities because 
they’re so different. If the Honda offered 
the Mazda’s seats and dynamics, it would 
win because it’s such a versatile, stylish, 
beautifully built SUV. But the CX-3’s all- 
round ability, innate driver appeal and cool, 
classless design keep drawing us in. 

If you’ve been avoiding contraception and 
can only afford one car, the HR-V’s fabulous 
practicality walks it. But if your small-SUV 
fetish is in lieu of a regular hatchback, not a 
larger 4WD, then the CX-3’s blend of sex and 
sense scores. 


SMALL-SUV sales have™ 
jumped almost 35 percent 
this year, on the back of a 
16 percent rise in 2014, and 
the imminent Jeep Renegade, 
Peugeot 2008 update and 
quirky Citroen C4 Cactus 
(January 2016) can only add 
fuel to that fire. The casualty, 
of course, is the small MPV, 
whose popularity is waning 
in Europe and has dropped 
like a stone in Australia, 
despite being a more logical 
option for space-challenged 
families. Unfortunately for 
the baby MPV, the masses 
think they’re about as sexy 
as an orthopaedic sandal, 
though some find functional 
utility quite arousing. 
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front engine (east-west), front drive 


front engine (east-west), front drive 


Engine 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbocharger 

Layout 

front engine (east-west), front drive 

Capacity 

1.364 litres 

Power 

103kW@4900rpm 

Torque 

200Nm@ 1850rpm 

Transmission 

6-speed automatic 

Chassis 

Body 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 

L/W/H/W-B 

4278/1 776/1 674/2555mm 

Front/rear track 

1540/1540mm 

Weight 

1421kg 

Boot capacity 

356 litres 

Fuel/capacity 

91 octane/53 litres 

Fuel consumption 

11.1 L/1 00km (test average) 

Suspension 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: torsion beam, coil springs, 


anti-roll bar 

Steering 

electric rack-and-pinion '[ 

Turning Circle 

10.9m (2.7 turns lock-to-lock) 

Front brakes 

ventilated discs (300mm) 

Rear brakes 

drums (229mm) 

Tyres 

Continental ContiPremiumContact2 

Tyre size 

215/55R18 95H 

Safety 

NCAP rating 

★★★★★ (AUS) 

Verdict 

6.0/10 1 


8.0/10 


5.0/10 


Excellent interior; brilliant flexibility; 
space; vision; styling; build quality 


Horrible rear parcel 'shelf'; flat 
front seats; artificial steering 


Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. 

Service interval: 12 months/10, 000km. 
Redbook 3-year resale: 64%. 

AAMI insurance: $814. 

* Includes floor mats ($149) 


Smooth and supple; neat packaging; 
styling; efficiency; utility; refinement 


Gearbox iethargy; hard piastics; 
no rear-seat curtain airbags 


Warranty: 5yr/unlimited km. 

Service interval: 12 months/15, 000km. 
Redbook 3-year resale: 49%. 

AAMI insurance: $826. 

* Includes metallic paint ($800) and removable 
charcoal/orange seat trim ($300) 


91 octane/50 litres 


91 octane/48 litres 


95 octane/45 litres 


91 octane/47 litres 


$32, 990/As tested $33,139** ■ $28, 990/As tested $28,990 


front engine (east-west), front drive 

1.197 litres 


front engine (east-west), front drive 

1.586 litres 


86kW@6000rpm 

156Nm@4400rpm 
CVT automatic 


steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 
4300/1765/1575/2600mm 


9.9L/100km (test average) 


9.3L/100km (test average) 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: torsion beam, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


8.8L/100km (test average) 


9.0L/100km (test average) 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: torsion beam, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: torsion beam, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


B 


Hiiiiiiiac 


$29,990/As tested $30,540*^ 

Drivetrain 


$29,990/As tested $30,465** 


in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbocharger 


in-line 4, dohc, 16v 


105kW@6500rpm 

172Nm@4300rpm 

CVT automatic 




192Nm@2800rpm 


6-speed automatic 


88kW@4900rpm 


190Nm@2000rpm 


6-speed dual-clutch 


steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 


4294/1772/1605/2610mm 


steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 


4275/1765/1550/2570mm 


steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 


4122/1778/1566/2606mm 


1535/1505mm 

1125kg 


437 litres 


264 litres 


377-455 litres 


430 litres 


Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: torsion beam, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


ventilated discs (280mm) 

solid discs (281mm) 


i electric rack-and-pinion 


electric rack-and-pinion 

10.4m (3.1 turns lock-to-lock) 


ventilated discs (280mm) 

solid discs (259mm) 


1535/1540mm 


1525/1520mm 


1226kg 


1531/1516mm 


1215kg 


electric rack-and-pinion 


electric rack-and-pinion 

10.6m (2.8 turns lock-to-lock) 


10.4m (2.7 turns lock-to-lock) 
ventilated discs (258mm) 


10.6m (2.8 turns lock-to-lock) 

ventilated discs (n/a mm) 


★★★★★ (Euro) 

7.0/10 


★★★★★ (AUS) 


Fuel and space efficiency; mildy 
entertaining chassis; great vision 

Flawed CVT; sticky steering; plain 
interior; doesn't look or feel special 


$27, 990/As tested $29,090 


0 Engaging handling, steering and grip; 
roomy cabin; strong engine; vision 

El-cheapo trim; refinement issues; 

I — I rapidly ageing look; steep price 


Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. 

Service interval: 9 months/15, 000km. 
Redbook 3-year resale: 53%. 

AAMI insurance: $895. 

* Includes metallic paint ($550) 


Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. 

Service interval: 9 months/13, 000km. 
Redbook 3-year resale: 63%. 

AAMI insurance: $902. 


215/55R17 94V 


Toyo Proxes R40 

215/50R18 92V 


205/55R17 95VXL 


205/50R17 89V 


not tested 

8.0/10 


not tested 


drums (228mm) 

Continental ContiEcoContact5 


Continental ContiEcoContact5 


Superb seat comfort; good ride; keen 
chassis; grunt; style; value; resale 


solid discs (n/a mm) 

Dunlop SP Sport Maxx 050 


Steering kickback; engine vibes; 
vinyl upholstery; small boot 


Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. 

Service interval: 6 months/10, 000km. 
i^ook 3-year resale: 53%. 

|hI Insurance: $898. 
jHnfes premium paint t|475) 









SUBSCRIBE TO 



*4 



A 


and receive a Victorinox 
Sportsman or Classic Swiss Army 
Knife valued at $35.95 each 





sideTNaVS-' 


’'oifluSe' 




Subscribe for $ 84.95 and get: 
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Last month, we let six Wheels journos loose in the cars 
they’ve always wanted to drive, and somehow never had. 
Part Two of our Bucket List sees the other six starry-eyed scribes 
meet their heroes and fulfil their automotive dreams 
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IGHT from the moment I first saw the Citroen 
2CV, in imported British car magazines 
sometime in the mid-1970s, I wanted to drive 
it. To a teenager growing up in country NSW, 
it appeared alien, exotic and deeply, weirdly 
alluring. The fascination didn’t fade as I learned 
more about this car. 

The story of the 2CV’s WWII-delayed 
development, with patriotic Frenchmen hiding 
prototypes from nefarious Nazis, had all the drama of a 
black and white movie about plucky Resistance fighters. 
But it was the car’s design, in the end, that fascinated 
me most. Not design in the sense of styling, because the 
2CV wasn’t stylish, but in the sense of engineering. 

Compared with the first cars I owned, which were 


mostly conventional, second-hand Australian metal, 
including an EH Holden and a series of XP Falcons, the 
2CV was amazingly unorthodox. 

It weighed next to nothing, had a tiny air-cooled 
two-cylinder engine, a mind-warping gearshift 
mechanism, and the strangest suspension system I’d 
ever heard of. Metal cylinders mounted horizontal and 
lengthways beneath each side of the car contained coil 
springs. Rods from the spring boxes sprouted fore and 
aft, to connect the front and rear wheels of each side. 
Those wheels were mounted on pivoting arms, leading 
at the front and trailing at the rear. Dampers were 
mounted horizontally, adjacent to the pull/push rods. 

In my everyday world of live axles and leaf springs, 
this was crazy stuff. 





1 



But it gradually dawned on me that the 2CV was 
pure engineering brilliance. Citroen’s team had 
created a very useful car using the least amount of 
material possible. 

By this time I had become an admirer of Car 
magazine columnist Leonard John Kensell Setright. 

The scarily eccentric and formidably erudite LJK, 
who died in 2005, summed up the 2CV better than ITl 
ever be able to. It was, he wrote, “the most intelligent 
application of minimalism ever to succeed as a car” 
and “remorselessly rational”. Precisely... 

Though I once rode in a 2CV while living in London 
in 1982, the chance to drive one somehow never 
happened. Until now. 

Don Scutt’s very original 2CV 6, with the big-bore 
602cc engine, is, amazingly, the same colour as the one 
I rode in more than 30 years ago. 

The Citroen sinks on its suspension as we climb 
aboard. It’s a trip a long way backwards through time. 
The flat windscreen is close, the tiny number of gauges 
and switches are arranged without any apparent 
thought for ergonomics. 

The other thing that’s obviously missing is safety. The 
skinny steering wheel has no airbag and the steering 


column ignition switch seems perfectly placed to cause 
maximum damage to the right knee. 

But the sheer joy of driving the 2CV obliterates any 
namby-pamby concerns from the 21st century. My first 
surprise is that’s it’s not as slow as I’d expected. The 
chuffing little flat-twin seems almost eager, in the lower 
gears at least. The gearshift is light and has good feel, 
and after a very short while the loony shift pattern 
makes perfect sense. The brakes, inboard drums at the 
front, are relatively feeble. The 2CV’s legendary roll 
angles are awesome through Broadford’s corners, but it 
feels supremely stable even when listing a long way to 
port or starboard. 

But it’s the 2CV’s ride that is the most astonishing 
thing about it. The suspension weirdness works 
brilliantly, and on badly pockmarked Victorian country 
roads it feels more like a hovercraft than a wheeled 
vehicle. It’s vastly, supremely, incredibly superior to any 
modern light car in this respect. 

So now I’m wasting hours on the web checking out 
2CV specialists in Germany and the UK. Beginning 
with a brand-new chassis, these places can build you a 
better-than-original 2CV to order, for prices that aren’t 
insane. I’m tempted, sorely tempted... 








I Scutt, semi-retired 75-year-old metallurgist 
36 career has encompassed air crash 
stieation teaching materials science at Monash 
rerfity in Melbourne and ' 

jht his orange 2CV 6 new in the UK m 1976. 
ith Don his wife, two daughters and camping 

lS,itw>s™ed to MutEurope before^ 

,ped back to Australia. It remains in regular use 
Lcond car (the other one’s a Citroen too, a 
rear-old C3) . Having racked up more than 
000 miles, Don thinks it might be Jo^ 

rs eneine to be given a proper rebuild. Its made 
3 far with only a new set of piston rings, ® 
on likes the 2CV for exactly the reasons I find 
"oSLingcabltosimpli*^^ 

: the key characteristics at the core of his 39-year 

9CVandC3 Don has previously owned Light , 

S, GS and CX models. It’s the CX, though, not the 
V, that is his all-time favourite. 


Model 1976 Citroen 2CV 6 
Engine 602cc flat-twin, ohv, 4v, air-cooled 
Max power 21 kW @ 5750rpm 
Max torque 42Nm @ 3500rpm 
Transmission 4-speed manual 


Kerb weight 585kg 
O-IOOkm/h SS.Osec 
Economy 5.5L/100km 






by Michael Stahl 









I ’VE always had a thing for small cars and 

underdogs; technical savvy as a replacement for 
displacement. I could probably trace it to mum’s 
Minilite-shod, cage-equipped Escort Twin Cam, 
which would be thrashed around a circuit on 
Sunday and deliver us to school (noisily) on Monday. 

I’ve had a lifelong lust for two particular cars, 
the first being the Porsche 911, one of which I now 
own. Both it and the Alpine, as it happened, were born 
within 12 months of me, both would be giant-killers in 
racing and rallying during my fascinated childhood, and 
both happen to be rear-engined. 

The Alpine Renault AllO was launched at the 1962 
Paris Motor Show. An evolution of the A108, it was 
designed to accept the drivetrain from Renault’s new 
R8 rear-engined sedan. 

Capacities climbed from 1.1 to 1.6 litres during the 
AllO’s 16-year run and the AllO’s steel monotube 
backbone and fibreglass polyester monocoque body 
barely burdened the Alpine-tuned fours, with laughable 
kerb weights of between 565 and 750kg. 

The bodyshell is a bit of an oddity. In effect there 
are two pieces; upper and lower, which are glued and 
riveted to the backbone frame. The moulds were made 
by hand and, as a result, the bodies were never entirely 
symmetrical, requiring a lot of hand finishing to ensure 
a workable result. Still, symmetry’s really not the AllO’s 
thing. The engine is offset way to the left. I’d love to get 
one corner-weighted with a driver on board. 

None of this was an impediment to the AllO’s 
sporting success, though. What Alpine’s racing coupes 
were soon achieving at Le Mans, the AllO replicated in 
rallying. The AllO racked up a 1-2 at the 1971 Monte 
Carlo Rally, topping that with a 1-2-3 in 1973 - en route 
to winning the inaugural World Rally Championship. 

Ove Andersson, who helped steer Alpine to the 
International Championship for Manufacturers title 
in 1972, once said “you wear it like a glove”. The AllO 
is tiny, but quite accommodating once you’re inside. 
There’s even a pair of kid-sized rear seat cushions. 





The AllO was small, but incredibly labour-intensive 
to build. Each car constructed at Alpine’s small 
workshop in Dieppe required about 650 man-hours 

Renault’s (and rivals’) parts bins were raided for 
the AllO’s bumpers, turn signals, handles and 
switchgear. The signature inset driving lamps 
were introduced as an option from 1967 



“You up there - pull over!” In the late-1960s, the 
French motorway police’s rapid intervention team 
was equipped with Alpine AllOs good for 210km/h 







The cockpit looks to be at 90 percent scale, but the 
ambience is that of 1960s production racer, not kit car. 

Driving the Alpine was absolutely everything I’d 
hoped. This example, powered by a 1.4 derived from 
Renault’s R5 Alpine hatch, makes just 80-odd kW, but 
has only 700kg to propel. The power-to-weight ratio is 
about what you’d get in a contemporary Golf GTI, but 
it sounds and feels a lot faster than it is. What is going 
fast about, if not the feeling of going fast? 

The engine’s sexy, sucky induction growl is my idea of 
mechanical music, and each barely engaged slot in the 
quickish four-speed ’box launches another verse from 
the carburettor choir. 

The pedals are wildly offset to the right, but every 
control in the Alpine is just so beautifully, naturally 
weighted. The steering is the most deliciously direct 


I’ve ever experienced - not ‘kart-like’, because a 
kart’s is way heavier. I caught myself cornering 
with my tongue. 

It’s small enough to throw around and spooky 
enough to be hugely entertaining. The rear swing-axle 
suspension has a reputation to rival the early, short- 
wheelbase 911’s (and the Alpine’s wheelbase is 111mm 
shorter), and it was most noticeable in the rapid 
build-up of load on Broadford’s two longest corners. 
The rear end feel was probably exaggerated by the 
wet-compound tyres, squirming with the heat. 

I barely drove anything else on the day. Almost all 
were cars I had driven previously anyway, but I just 
wanted to spend all the time I had with the Alpine. I 
totally loved this car. There’s only one that I want to 
own more. And I can’t afford them both. 
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Model 1972 Alpine Renault A110 
Engine 1397cc 4cyl, ohv, 8v 
Max power 80kW @ 6400rpm (est) 
Max torque 120Nnn @ 4000rpm (est) 
Transmission 4-speed manual 
Kerb weight 695kg (est) 


O-IOOkm/h 8.0sec (est) 
Economy 10.0L/1 00km (est) 

Price when new FRF21.960 




alpine is synonymous ^ 

coastal town of Dieppe, *e AllO was 
also built under licence m Spam. Brazil and 

Mexico. Annual production generally topp d 

four figures, whereas Alpine s earlier A1 

and A108 models had totalled just a couple of 

'^a)hn Stark, of Australian Alpine speaahst 
Alpine Affaire, estimates there s now about 
20 AllOs in Australia. Most are Mexican- ui , 
Ssic in spec and fitted with 
12 engines. They’re less prized than Spanish 
cars Ind much less than French ones, capped 
by the Renault 16-powered WOOS^ 

The Alio was only ever built in left-hoo , 
but a RHD-converted, French example sold in 

Australia recently for $110K. 

Melbourne-based Greg La 
built 1972 Alio featured here is fitted with 
a 1397CC engine derived from the Renault 5 
Mpfne f ot Ltch. La Manna is a confessed car 
nm with an interesting and ever-chaiipng 
cSion. He’d only bought the AllO from 
Stark) a couple of weeks before our drive. 

And now he reckons I should buy it. 










I WANTED to be Steve Waugh, and Jon Bon Jovi, and 
Michael Jordan. To my testosterone-tortured teenage 
brain, these seemed like lofty but achievable goals, 
along with bedding Madonna and Samantha Fox, who 
stared down at me, slightly Blu Tack-stained, from my 
bedroom walls. 

But even that brain wasn’t stupid enough to think 
the Lamborghini Countach parked next to Madonna’s 
then chunky physique above me was a realistic goal. 

Fast forward a disturbing number of decades and 
the teenager who still lives in the sillier sections of 
my psyche is jumping for joy. A Countach, the 5000QV 
version no less, is parked in front of me and its owner is 
actually going to let me drive it. Never meet your heroes, 
they say, and it’s true. I met Steve Waugh once and I’m 


pretty sure he found the experience unsatisfactory, 
particularly when I tried to kiss his feet. 

I feel perilously close to making a dick of myself again 
by kissing the stunning looking vision before me, which 
has somehow driven through a worm hole from the 1980s, 
The naked woman on the bonnet appears to have fallen 
off, which is just as well because she wouldn’t have aged 
quite as well. 

I can’t bring myself to drive it just yet, because I’m 
scared. Not just of damaging this unfeasibly immaculate 
and still wondrous looking icon on wheels, but of 
tarnishing a fantasy held for so long. My colleagues 
hadn’t helped, with everyone who had previously tackled 
this poster car describing it as disappointing, or even 
“genuinely shit”. 



SEE CORES LIVE HIS DREAM 
WITH THE COUNTACH 

Use the free viewa app to scan this- 
pageand'watch the videor ■ ^ , 




s the better of me 


selerator to the floor 



But who really cares, I say, as long as you can 
see your reflection in plate-glass windows, and the 
delighted eyes of passers-by. 

Finally, swallowing fear, I roll cautiously out onto 
the Broadford track, and Fm immediately assaulted by 
contrasting feelings. Most overpowering of all is the 
pure joy of actually doing this, driving a Lamborghini 
Countach, hearing the clanging, blacksmith’s bellows 
coming from behind me, and the clashing-swords sound 
of each clunking shift through the gormless gated 
manual gearbox. 

It’s shockingly physical. Everything is strenuous: the 
arm-straining heaviness of the steering, the absurdity 
of the clutch, and the terrifying travel of the brake 
pedal, which seems to be only a millimetre from the 
throttle, which itself is about as delicate an instrument 
as a kick drum. 

Driving it smoothly is fiendishly difficult; driving it 
in traffic would be a hateful exercise. 

But my complaints are drowned out by a strange 
sound, a high-pitched, pre-voice-breaking “Yippee” that 
seems to explode out of my throat from my very soul. 


This is what I wanted, what I imagined; a hairy- 
handed supercar that takes every ounce of physical and 
mental effort to tame. A muscle car that’s genuinely 
muscular. I drive it like it might bite me - as I know 
it can, with no ABS and not even an inkling of the 
invention of stability control - for some time before 
the tiny teenager gets the better of me and I mash that 
weird, heavy accelerator to the floor. 

The 339kW/500Nm V12 engine howls almost loud 
enough to drown out my cackling laughter, the ancient- 
looking speedo spins to 180km/h down the back straight 
and I scare myself witless under braking, yet somehow 
survive, smiling like a loon. 

The rational, scientific part of my brain agrees with 
my learned friends; by any modern notion, driving this 
throwback from 1986 is like wrestling a giant white 
turd. And yet I love it, dearly and deeply. 

Driving the Countach is one of those things I never, 
even in my most fevered teen imaginings, thought 
would happen. But sometimes dreams do come true, 
and reality can be as good as fantasy. I can honestly say 
both I, and my teen self, feel truly blessed. 
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Incredibly, a Nero Black 5000QV, with the hideous US-spec bumpers 
and less than 600km on the clock, was sold for $US467,500 in January 
this year. Original LP400s routinely trade at over $lm 


Model 1986 Lamborghini Countach 5000QV 
Engine 5167cc V12 (60°), dohc, 48v 
Max power 339kW @ 7000rpm 
Max torque 500Nm @ 5200rpm 
Transmission 5-speed manual 
Kerb weight 1490kg 
OJQQkm/h 5.0sec 
Economy 18.8L/100km 
Price when new $285,000 
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MY FIRST question to Countach owner Domenic Quattrocchi 
IS the obvious one: “So, ever had a naked woman lie on it?” 

Nah, sadly not, but I hear my mechanic did, and he 
didn t even invite me to watch, the bastard,” he laughs 
Quattrochi, whose name suggests he was destined to own 
this Quattrovalvole version of the Countach, owns six 
Lamborghims, an indulgence he insists is the fault of his wife 
Marcela, who twisted his arm to buy this one. 

“Marcela is the driving force behind this; before she met 
me she didn’t know what a Lamborghini was, but now she 
loves them so much she’s the editor of the Lamborghini club 
naagazme, despite not even having a driver’s licence. 

My first Lambo was a V8 Urraco, and then I bought a few 
more, and an Espada, but Marcela talked me into getting this 
one, and I wasn’t sure. It took me a while to bond with it It’s 
very intimidating at first, but now I love it. It’s a joy everv 
time I drive it and it never fails to draw a crowd, ith like Ling 
a rock star being out in it. And just look at it. It’s a work of art ” 

he car is certainly appreciating like a work of art - he tells 
me It would have cost almost $120,000 new in 1986 but would 
now go for $500,000. 

Quattrochi, who runs an obviously very successful 
transport company, says he avoids driving the Countach in 
traffic, or when it rams, because it’s too scary. Most of the 
time he gets around in a Honda Civic. 

“I prefer to keep my private life separate from my work. I’m 
not a show off and I get a bit embarrassed. There are family 
members who don’t even know I’ve got this and if I took it to 
work, everyone would say ‘give us a pay rise’,” he laughs. 


This engine has four valves per cylinder - hence the QV for 
‘quattrovalvole’ - is bored and stroked to 5167cc and has its six 
Weber carbies moved from the side of the engine to the top for better 
breathing. This created a hump on the engine deck, reducing rear 
visibility from poor to non-existent 


This was the first time a US model was produced by the Lambo 
factory, and it had to be fitted with hugely ugly bumpers to meet 
US safety standards, which totally ruined the look of the car. 
American buyers reacted by ripping them off and binning them 




by Simon Telford 

Editor, Street Machine 
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[tt: HE Holden EFIJY concept car debuted by 
Holden at the 2005 Australian International 
Motor Show was the perfect storm of my 
childhood obsessions. I grew up around the first 
two Holden models, watching them get restored, 
hotted up and raced. 

When it came time to get my licence, my 
peers were getting excited about twin-cam 
Corollas, but for me there was never any question that 
an EJ would be my first ride. I also love American and 
Australian custom car culture of the 50s and 60s, and 
the creations of the Harris brothers, Ed Roth, Gene 
Winfield and their contemporaries. 

In EEIJY, Holden designer Richard Eerlazzo and 
his team melded these obsessions, re-imagining the 
iconic EJ Holden of 1953 as a longer, wider, lower and 
significantly slinkier custom show car. EEIJY took all 
of the EJ’s modest styling touchstones and made them 
sing, from the single chrome tail-light to the iconic 
toothy grille. Underneath, it was full of the best go-fast 
gear from the GM parts bin, including a Corvette 
chassis, transaxle and 6.0-litre V8. 

So, thanks to a group of passionate car heads at 
Holden, a surprised GM discovered that it had built one 
of the standout custom cars of the modern era. It won 
accolades around the world and was emblematic of the 
last great peak of Holden’s time as a manufacturer. 

And here I am, about to drive it! 

I’ve been fortunate enough to sit in EEIJY before 
and I’ve driven one of Holden’s other great concept 
cars, the GTR-X, but not this one, the ultimate EJ. 

I’ve geeked-out with Eerlazzo a few times in the past, 
but he’s as unflinchingly polite and happy to chat about 
it as ever. If he’s nervous about me driving it around a 
race track, it doesn’t show. Comfortingly, he confides 
that the car has had some upgrades to keep it running 
well, including new airbag suspension and refreshed 
Harrop brakes. 

Although it is more than five metres long, the car is 
strictly a two-seater and you sit low to the ground, like 
a real custom should. 

Eerlazzo talks me through the start-up procedure, 
which includes push-buttons for the ignition, handbrake 
and automatic trans. The car fires up - the exhaust is 






EFIJY’s Corvette chassis was easy to extend, but 
Ferlazzo was worried about sourcing a longer 
torque tube. Turns out Corvette torque tubes were 
manufactured in Melbourne - problem solved! 

Holden approached Street Machine for help building 
EFIJY. We were flattered, but had to admit it was 
out of our league at the time 

FFIJY produces the same amount of horsepower 
as 11 standard FJ Holdens 
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loud and the supercharger whine is noticeable, but 
being a modified car guy, this is entirely familiar and 
welcome. I would have been disappointed if it was 
production-car quiet. 

Everything about the car, from the door-shuts, the 
handling and braking is production standard, the only 
major compromise being the lack of side glass. The 
view through both the front and rear screens is like 
looking through a letterbox - as it should be in any car 
with a chopped roof. 

As we pull away, EFJIY is as tight as a drum, without 
any bangs, drones or clangs to break the spell. With 
a claimed 480kW, it hammers, too, though I take it 
nowhere near its limit, hyper-aware that I’m responsible 
for a one-of-a-kind work of art. All I want to do is drive 


out the gates and blast up the Hume to Sydney, so I can 
take my mates for a cruise through Kings Cross at night 
- this thing needs to be seen! 

Sadly, that isn’t going to happen, so we pull over and 
take some shots of the car beside my humble custom 
E J. Eerlazzo takes a liking to the E J’s trick bubble 
tail-lights, though he doubts they’d meet modern ADRs. 
This sparks off a discussion about photometries and 
EEIJY’s own trick lighting systems. The headlights, 
for example, consist of three fan-cooled high-intensity 
LEDs, surrounded by LED rings that flash amber as 
blinkers. All stuff that was new in 2005, but starting to 
surface in production cars today. 

EEIJY was as much about looking forward as it was 
about looking back. 
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RICHARD Ferlazzo has been Holden's design director 
since 2013, He has been involved with the design of 
every Commodore since the VN and was the chief 
designer for the VE and VF. He has worked extensively 
on US models and even redesigned the Holden Lion 
logo in 1994 - still in use today - but he will forever be 
known as the father of EFJIY. 

Although he dreamed only about Italian sports cars 
and Australian muscle cars as a kid, in the late-80s he 
was inspired by CadZZilla, a '48 Cadillac custom car 
built for Billy Gibbons of ZZ Top fame and designed 
by young CM designer Larry Erickson. Ferlazzo met 
Erickson at the GM Design studios, planting the seed 
that would become EFIJY. 

In the early 2000s, with the 50th anniversary of the 
FJ coming up, Ferlazzo sketched up his dream. Mike 
Sinacoe gave him the go-ahead to make a one-third 
scale model, then MD Denny Mooney approved the 
project - with a budget of just $200,000. That meant 
It would be a labour of love for Ferlazzo and his team 
something that shines through in the finished product 
It was the 2007 Concept Car of the Year and Hot Rod 
magazine’s Hot Rod of the Year. 

Ferlazzo takes obvious pleasure in his role as EFIJY’s 
it to car shows and exhibitions here 
and abroad. He also loves to drive it, giving it far more 
right boot around Broadford than I dared. 



by Matt Raudonikis 

Editor, 4X4 Australia 




f ith a late invite to Wheels' bucket list drive 
it was too late to dig out any of my absolute 
favourites, the BMW 328 and 507 roadsters. 
I’m not sure a 507 even resides on these 
shores, so it was with an open mind that 
I entered the halls of Motorclassica with 
Editor Butler to see if there was anything 
among the legions of forensically buffed 
classics that would deliver an authentic ‘once in a 
lifetime’ experience. 

In case you’re wondering how anybody could saunter 
past a Lancia Stratos and an Aston Martin DB2 and not 
cast a vote in that direction, it’s because Mercedes-Benz 
Australia pulled the sheets off something altogether 
rarer. An absolute one-off that comprehensively one-ups 
anything else we had at Broadford. It’s an original 
right-hand-drive 220SL. 

“That would do it,” I said to Butler without ever 
imagining we could arrange a drive of the car. The star 
of the show at Motorclassica carries a price tag of over 
$2m. We’d just been told this was the only surviving 
example of four 220SL prototypes made and is the 
sole right-hand-drive car in existence. It appeared 
I’d be more likely to be allowed to borrow the Mona 
Lisa for the weekend, but after a quiet drink with the 
220SL’s owner, Ray Eastwood, in the hotel bar later 
that evening, Butler had arranged the silver Benz to be 
delivered to our drive day. I’m still not sure how that 
happened, and neither he nor Ray is telling. 

While there were a couple of similar and earlier 
vintage European roadsters on my personal bucket list, 
I like to think I could be excused for not having the 
220SL among them. Until now I didn’t even know it 
existed. I don’t think too many other people did either. 

Sure, I’d admired the beautiful, classy lines of the 
little 190SL of the same era, and everybody knows the 
uniquely elegant 300SL gullwing coupe and its more 





Some Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts question the 
pedigree of the Eastwood 200SL and argue there was 
no reason for the factory to build a right-hand- drive 
prototype. Eastwood and Mercedes-Benz Australia 
have since verified the car with Stuttgart to be one 
of the four built and the only one known to remain. 

Testing the 220SL prototype at the Nordschleife in 
1956, FI ace Karl Kling lapped the famous circuit 
in llmin 25sec. Kling was also instrumental in 
developing the 300SL. 

A regular production six-cylinder SL finally made 
its debut in 1963 in the form of the W113 230SL. An 
instant success, the 230SL was succeeded by the 
250SL in 1967 and the 280SL in ’68. Today’s SL400 
retains the six-cylinder lineage, with 245kW helping 
it to a faster lap time around the ’Ring. 
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THE 220SL was an experiment to produce a 
car with more perforinance than foun 

cylinder 190SL, while being more affordable 
than the exotic 300SL. A digger engine 
was thought to be the answer and the six 
cylinder from the 220 sedan was trial fitted 
to a 190SL after massaging the engine bay < 

make the required space. built 

Four 220SL ‘prototypes were hand-built 
in to guise; three left-hand driye andjust 
one - our one - right-hand drive. Capacity 
issues at the factory scotched any hope of 
sertes production and two of the prototype; 
were destroyed. The RHD one was sent to 
Macau, possibly for the Grand P™ *ere^ 

1 1957, while the fate of the remaining LH ^ 


Model 1957 Mercedes-Benz 220SL prototype 
Engine 2195cc 6cyl, sohc, 12v 
Max power 97kW @ 6000rpm 
Max torque 189Nm @ 3900Nm 
Transmission 4-speed manual 
Kerb weight 1200kg (est) 

0-100km/h lO.Ssec (est) 

Economy 9.0L/100km (est) 

Price when new Not sold 




conventionally apertured roadster sibling, but the 
220SL was a great unknown. 

Now it’s a car I will never forget. 

The night before the drive day was like an 
automotive Christmas Eve for all of us. Broadford took 
the place of Christmas tree and I arrived to see the 
SL being lowered out of its transporter. With a puff of 
white smoke from its double barrel exhaust tips, the 
unmistakable sound of a straight-six burbled into life. 

Despite its age and sporty design, the ergonomics 
are surprisingly good. The thin wood-rimmed steering 
wheel and tall alloy gear lever sit comfortably in the 
driver’s reach, although the stubby windshield seems 
more of an afterthought than any kind of actual screen. 

Sure enough, as we pulled out of pit lane the wind 
buffeted my face and I had to resist a huge smile 
forming on my face so as not to catch too many bugs in 
my teeth. They feel like hailstones at speed. Happily, 


I couldn’t resist grinning as the six-cylinder engine 
wailed up through 4000rpm and I clicked through the 
four-speed gearbox. 

Broadford is one of the few tracks in Australia to 
offer any real relief in its topography yet it feels 
inadequate; this little roadster would be more at home 
barking its way through the hairpins and cols of the 
Swiss Alps than the undulations of country Victoria. 

Driving the 220 is remarkably easy. The steering isn’t 
sharp but turns precisely, the handling is predictable 
and the drum brakes are better than expected. 

It just shows how well a properly prepared and 
maintained classic car can perform - and this truly 
is a classic. The engine isn’t a strong puller but does 
well for its age. The smoke it blows at idle and the 
top-end misfire suggest it’s a bit tired, but its note is 
intoxicating and prompts me to change back a gear and 
let it sing its tune, over and over again. 
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by Ged Bulmer 


T ALL began with a poster of Allan Moffat’s 
emphatic Hardie Ferodo 500 victory in 1971. The 
striking black-and-white image of the Canadian 
driver’s muscular XY Falcon GT-HO Phase III 
thundering across the finish line at Bathurst stayed 
fixed to my wall for so long that, by the time the 
yellowed Sellotape crumbled, a ghosted outline 
remained etched on the wall. 

That victory and others like it helped enshrine the 
homologation-special Phase III GT-HO in the psyche of 
many local performance car fans, me included, as the 
high water mark of Aussie muscle-car development. 

It wasn’t, of course. There have since been many cars 
faster and more sophisticated, but the ‘Ho-ey’ wrote its 
own legend, securing a place in our motoring culture 
that nothing will ever surpass. 

With only 300 built, at least a third of which have 
gone to the great wrecking yard in the sky, the Phase III 
was already a near-mythical creature by the time my 


journalistic career steered me to the helm of Motor in 
the late 90s. 

The beast continued to evade me for another 20 years, 
including a near decade-long stint at Wheels, but today, 
46 years after Moffat’s famous Bathurst victory, I’m 
heading to Broadford to finally drive this giant of Aussie 
automotive folklore. 

To get into character, I’ve reread Mel Nichols’ 
seminal HO Down the Hume about driving the Phase III 
off-the-clock at 145mph on the Hume Highway. 

As I approach ‘my’ striking Yellow Glow Phase III, 
the irony isn’t lost on me that Broadford is just a few 
kilometres from where Nichols would have streaked 
past all those years ago in his yellow missile, the 
mighty Cleveland V8 hitting its 6150rpm electric rev 
limiter in top gear. Nichols called it “the fastest, most 
awesome car Australia had ever produced”, and I can 
scarcely believe that the planets have finally aligned to 
make my Bucket List wish a reality. 






WATCH GED 
LIVE HIS 
DREAM IN 
THE GT-HO 

Use the free viewa 
app to scan this 
page and watch 
the video. 
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be a relatively quicli way t- 


.971 Ford Falcon GT-HO Phase III 
5766CC V8 (90"), ohv, t6v;-. - ’ 
246kW @ 5700rpm (est.) " 
542Nm @ 3600rpm (est.) 

4-speed manual 
1524kg 

6.6seG ^ 

27.2L/100km (Wheels Oct 1971) 


I drop down into the softly sprung buckets, pausing 
for a moment to take it all in, inhaling deeply the 
heady mix of petrol, vinyl and patina. The interior 
is basic period-spec Falcon, the only obvious 
embellishments being the Mustang steering wheel with 
faux-wood rim, a GT-HO logo on the dashboard and a 
351 High Performance badge on the centre console. But 
look closer and there are clues to the Phase Ill’s serious 
intent in the SOOOrpm tacho, 140mph speedo, manual 
choke and trio of temp, oil and fuel gauges. 

The belts are lap-sash but there’s no inertia reel and 
virtually no side bolsters in the seats, so I snick the belt 
tight before turning the key. The starter churns the 351 
Cleveland into life and the signature Shaker air scoop 
rocks sideways as the iron beast awakes with a snarl. 
The note, described by Nichols as “a thunderclap of 
exhaust”, still gets your attention. The noise is strong, 
clean and potent, rising in intensity as I prod the 
throttle, the twin exhausts punching fat holes in the 
still morning air, the Shaker trembling as the Holley 
beneath it greedily gulps fuel. 

It’s still a serious piece of kit, but easing out the hefty 
twin-plate clutch, I immediately sense the lightness 
of the steering, directed via the overly large and thin- 
rimmed wheel. Out onto the straight and into the loud 
pedal and - whoa! - the rear squats, the nose lifts and 
the GT-HO surges forward with attention-grabbing 
urgency, the V8 bellowing like a wounded bull elephant. 

The powerful surge consumes gears as quickly as 
I can feed them in via the skinny floor-shift, my eyes 
and ears on the rev limiter. At the end of the straight, 
I’m onto the brakes, hard at first, then harder and... 
Bloody hell! The thing doesn’t want to stop. Or turn. 

The yellow beast’s nose points resolutely towards the 
outside of the bend as I saw on the unassisted wheel, 
standing harder again on the brakes before eventually 
muscling it through. Phew. 

“It’s like driving a thug,” owner David Frake laughs 
afterwards as we recall my laps, the physicality of 
muscling it through bends, the powerful acceleration as 
it lays back its ears on the straights, the epic old-school 
V8 soundtrack that makes you like you’re travelling 
three times faster than you really are. 

What was it like? Fabulous. Flawed. And frankly just 
as Nichols had so eloquently described it all those years 
ago. It really is a legend of a machine. 





The Phase III was a homologation special. The 351 V8 
came with a feisty 11:1 compression ratio, there was 
a choice of close- or wide-ratio four-speed manual 
gearboxes, multiple diff-ratio options, and a Detroit 
locker rear diff. 

To optimise it for Bathurst, Ford balanced and 
blueprinted the Cleveland, adding a big 780cfm 
four-barrel Holley, tuned-length HM extractors, 
baffled sump, solid lifters and cam, and toughened 
crankshaft. Other race bits included a twin-core 
radiator, 164-litre fuel tank and improved brakes. 

With a tested top speed of 141.5mph (228km/h), Wheels 
declared the GT-HO Phase III the fastest four-door on 
the planet in 1971, a claim no-one disputed. 







Did you miss Bucket List Ptl? 

Fear not! Read it now at 
WheelsMag.com. au/bucketlist 
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HOLIDAY FOR 2 


Purchase a Century Battery*, complete the entry 
form & go into the draw to win your choice of 


CRUISINC} THE CiRBBK ISLANPS 


an safari 
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Batteries that last and last 


Visit www.centurybatteries.com.au/experienceofalifetime 

Terms & conditions apply. 

VIC Permit No: 15/216, NSW LTPS/1 5/00756, ACT TP1 5/00330, SAT15/182. 
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Protect your Baby against cfirt, ctust, rain, U\/& Bird droppings! 

Ifiere* s never been a better time to buy a custom cover 


Custom covers fmm 


-Me 


The world's largest manufacturer of custom patterned - 
covers for classics, cars, utes, show cars and limos. 

Over 80,000 Patterns 1 2 different fabrics available. 





Australian 
Made 


WWW. covercraft-pacific. com 

Unit 69, 45 Powers Rd, Seven Hills NSW E: soles@covercroft-pocific.com 
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Covercraft Industries Pacific 


Tel: 02 9620 4000 
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Don't weight up 

AS IF the cabriolet's 130kg penalty over the sedan isn't enough, 
the guattro version is an additional 110kg over the front-drive 
version. At 1540kg, incredibly, my new long-termer is only 20kg 
lighter than my outgoing Mazda 6 wagon. Or is it? One day in, it 


started raining and axle-tramp announced that my A3 is not the 
guattro I was expecting. All good, my FWD cabrio is a handy $3K 
cheaper, lighter (at 1430kg) and officially a whole lot more 
economical than the guattro: 5.8 versus 6.6L/100km. 



Open for 
debate 

Whitbourn’s flash new 
long-term convertible 
sparks an image clash 


I FEEL like other drivers are silently passing 
Judgement, sniggering from their macho- 
mobiles. I mean, a car says a lot about its 
owner, and they don’t know it’s a press car. 
To them, it Just looks like I reckon this is the 
best way to spend $52K. 

Well, from the outset, let me say I don’t 
think that. In all likelihood, too, the majority 
probably see a good-looking compact Audi 
rag-top when they look at my new Scuba Blue 
long-termer. 

Either way, I begin three months with the 
A3 cabriolet like any good road-tester, with 
my mind as open as the cabin. 

It’s not that I have a problem with the A3’s 
image, more that it doesn’t match mine. 

I want my car to reflect my offbeat tastes 
and, ideally, the effort I’ve put into owning 


and customising something a bit different. 
Admittedly, this is difficult with a new car, 
especially a trendy one like this. 

What could I do to (reversibly) modify the 
A3, 1 wondered. Hubcap removal is a proven 
way to give a base hatch a bit of eff-off cool, 
but wouldn’t apply here, while a Nurburgring 
map decal has never improved any car. 
Perhaps a tongue-in-cheek ‘Real Aussies 
Drive Utes’ bumper sticker, though that 
might upset utilitarians as much as Audi HQ. 

Fortunately, the rest of the A3 line-up, 
including the cylinder-on-demand 1.4 TFSI 
sedan in which I’ll spend a second three 
months, is largely free of image issues. 

Paranoia aside, my initial impressions of 
the cabrio are that the A3 becomes less good 
along its roofless Journey. 
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Thirst impressions 

THE A3's fuel consumption hovered at around lOL/IOOkm in the 
initial days. I expected better, and blamed the weight and 
mechanical losses of the quattro system. As well, the quattro gets 
132kW and 280Nm while the front-drive is down 30Nm, with the 


same peak power. Discovering that I actually had the front-driver 
coincided with a trip to Canberra, which saw economy improve 
considerably to 6.7L/100km. The A3 cab can be economical then, 
and is not alone in being relatively thirsty in Sydney traffic. 



NEW 

ARRIVAL 




Purists may scoff but I don’t mind a 
sunroof. It can transform a claustrophobic 
cabin, brings great airflow, and can be nice on 
a summer night. But I usually draw the line at 
a moonroof. Convertibles I generally view as 
a body rigidity-reduction step too far. I don’t 
dig their look-at-me personality or getting 
sunburned while stuck in traffic. 

The can-openered A3 body isn’t floppy and 
neither should it be considering how much 
heavier it is than its siblings (presumably 
largely in chassis reinforcement). But over 
bumps it does do the torsional twist, which 
you might overlook if not for the loud 
creaking of the interior roof trim. 

And the stiff-legged low-speed ride doesn’t 
help because it transmits its harshness to the 
body as well as the occupants. 


Grace and Lucy have 
made that rookie 
road-testing error 
of being blinded by the 
A3’s touchy-feely 
interior 


However, the powered 
operation of the roof itself 
leaves little to be desired. 

It’s quick and, like most, can be 
opened and closed at low speeds (up 
to 50km/h). Whether it’s raised or lowered, 
the A3 is a crisply styled, sedan-based 
drop-top that’s much better looking than 
the previous hatchback-derived version. 

Having come to the conclusion that the 
modern dual-clutch is largely free of the 
dithering/abrupt clutch engagement that 
plagued early examples, I welcomed getting 
an ‘auto’ Audi. But so far the A3’s gearbox 
takes me back. Initial clutch engagement 
can be hesitant, which takes the sparkle off 
the turbo four’s bottom end and has left me 
hanging at intersections. 


The trick with the dual-clutcher 
is being decisive with the throttle, 
though that can result in a lurching 
getaway. But once into the 1.8’s mid-range, 
the A3 offers lively performance with good 
overall fuel economy, so far. 

It’s a bit of a mixed bag, then. So when 
friends enquire how my new car’s going, I 
don’t lie. I tell them that, if it was a manual 
shooting brake that rode well and had 
torque -vectoring AWD and a twin-turbo V6, 
it’d be faultless. 

Until such time as that niche has been 
filled. I’ll remain comfortable in the 
knowledge there’s one group of drivers on 
the road who won’t judge me - blokes in A3 
cabrios. Trouble is. I’ve yet to see any. 

JAMES WHITBOURN 
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BMW M4 COUPE 


Date acquired: January 2015 
Price as tested: $176,790 
This month: 710km @ 10.3L/100km 
Overall: 1608km @ 11.4L/100km 


WEEK 8 
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Drink up, Johnny! 

I CONTINUE to be amazed at how economical a high-performance 
car can be when driven on cruise control at our soporific highway 
speeds. I lent the M4 to regular contributor Rohan Olson and 
fellow journo Jimmy Whitbourn recently, in order for the boys to 


trek up to Port Macguarie and back (more old-car purchases our 
partners don't know about...) and there's the number above. This 
month's 10.3L/100km wasn't just freeway either; it involved my 
pleasant reacguaintance with nailing the throttle at low rpm. 



Change of pace 

Ponch grinds gears in search of contentment 


rVE been immersed in BMW M metal of late, 
and not just my own deliciously decadent M4 
manual long-termer. 

For an upcoming web feature, Alex and I 
spent time with an M4 M-DCT coupe - black, 
just like mine, but with a boring black interior 
and, deep breath, a bloody sunroof! - and 
a stunning E46 M3 CSL that BMW Australia 
cotton-balled away after it finished limited 
press loans back in 2004. 

You don’t have to be a Rhodes Scholar to 
work out that the CSL was incredible; even 
the old SMG gearbox has stood the test of 
time better than I thought it would. But what 
depressed me a little was how bored I was 
with the dual-clutch M4. 

Brilliantly efficient as the M-DCT gearbox 
may be, it isn’t a patch on the manual. 
Smoothness of operation and virtually 
imperceptible gearchanges might deserve 
big praise in a luxury car, but not an M car. 
Unless I was really pushing it, the dual-clutch 
M4 proved way too quiet, with none of the 


drama of an AMG, and little of the manual’s 
addictive low-rpm exhaust blare. On a great 
road, it’s the duck’s guts, but I want my 
hyper-coupe to be shit-hot all the time. Just 
like a manual M4 is if you short-shift and 
feel the noise. 

Next on my M itinerary was the M5 30 Jahre. 
With 441kW and 700Nm, the anniversary M5 
is about as unhinged as an M car gets, and 
when you start to get serious, it’s ballistic. 

Yet there’s something inherently detached 
about the M5 when you’re blatting about 
town, and no amount of output garnishing 
for the 30 Jahre makes a scrap of difference. 
Not in Sydney anyway. 

As soon as I slid back into my M4’s red 
Nappa leather seats, engaged first gear and 
released the clutch, I felt part of the action 
again. In fact, the M4 is a lot easier to drive 
than the M5 in the city simply because it isn’t 
so overpowered. And in Comfort mode, the 
M4’s suspension damping is actually rather 
excellent for a sports coupe, even though a 


colleague swears that its ride isn’t a patch on 
an E92’s on a really bumpy road. 

That may be so, but I like the fact that the 
M4 feels sportier more of the time. Its multi- 
setting dampers are far better judged than 
an MS’s, where the Comfort setting is too soft 
and pitchy over speed humps, and I can’t get 
enough of the M4’s ISOOrpm exhaust blare. 

Now, if only I could score one more drive 
in an E39 M5 manual. That was an M car 
worthy of worship. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 
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HOLDEN TRAX LTZ 1.4 TURBO 
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Downhill racer 

IN THESE days of draconian speed enforcement, where a bloke 
can be tasered and dragged behind a highway patrol car for a 
minor velocity indiscretion, a cruise control that can't hold 
your preset speed on downhill sections seems a bit like a door 


lock that opens when a burglar says "open!" When the Trax's 
cruise control, pre-set at 60 km/h, allowed me to hit 80 on a 
steep downhill section on a double-demerits weekend, I knew 
it was time to resume manual control. 



Time to make Trax, stage left 

Curtain comes down to a polite ripple rather than a standing ovation 


IF CARS were capable of feeling emotions, 

I wonder how the Trax would have coped 
last month. A former Wheels staffer and 
long-time mate was getting married in 
Melbourne, so rather than fly down for the 
wedding, my girlfriend and I decided to drive 
and make the most of the long weekend 
by taking the scenic route home to Sydney. 
Thing was, I passed over the Trax and 
borrowed James Whitbourn’s more frugal, 
way more comfortable Mazda 6 wagon that 
was nearing the end of its stint on the fleet. 

If the Trax could have understood this 
brushing, would it have been sooking in the 
garage, hurt and rejected that it had been 
passed over for one last road trip? Or quietly 
sighing with relief, perhaps penning me a 
polite note saying, “Ash, thanks for sparing 
me that long grind down the Hume, and 
I would have wilted like a bastard being 
thrashed over the Alps. Besides, I hate 
Victorian unleaded.” ^ 

I suspect the latter. While there’s nothing 
to stop a sub-compact SUV taking on a 


2000km haul over three days - people have 
completed way more arduous journeys on 
horseback, for Chrissake - the fact is it does 
fall slightly outside the basic design brief. 

The bluff front and high ride compromise 
aero efficiency at freeway speeds, increasing 
both wind noise and consumption. Higher 
sustained speeds also expose the effects of 
the Trax’s chubby sprung weight on a short 
wheelbase, exaggerating the sharp pitching 
and heaving of the body over undulations. 

So the little Holden sees out its stint where 
it started, and where it functions best; in the 
suburbs and on the commuter trail. 

Had my Trax time been limited to the 
blue atmo 1.8 I started with, heartfelt praise 
would have been difficult. This silver Turbo 
example has made the overall experience far 
more positive, as it has ample virtues. 

The boost in mid-range response made a 
big difference to general driveability; it just 
didn’t translate into much improvement 
in consumption, which remains a serious 
weakness. On smoothly surfaced roads. 


the Turbo LTZ is not devoid of driving 
enjoyment, and the ride, which still lacks 
suppleness, was mysteriously not as crashy 
as that of the atmo Trax wearing 18s. 

The reliability of both cars was almost 
perfect, a faulty volume switch on the atmo 
car’s steering wheel the only glitch. Plus 
points common to both are good cabin space 
within a compact footprint, a commanding 
driving position, seat comfort, HVAC 
efficiency and instrument legibility. 

My Trax’s last duty during its Wheels’ tour 
was this month’s small-SUV comparo 
(see p.78). I’ve not driven its rivals, so I’ll 
be reading the comparo as eagerly as you. 
Regardless of what emerges as the best sub- 
compact SUV, there’s one thing of which I’m 
pretty certain - none will be better than a 
similarly priced VW Golf or Mazda 3. 

ASH WESTERMAN 


THIRSTY 


Consumption is a 
serious weakness for 
the Trax considering 
its size. Our previous 
atmo averaged 
11.4L/100km.this 


turbo 


I 

^ 4 id 
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and consequently bouncy/jiggly ride and handling. Humble 
Korean brand Kia has successfully introduced a local 
development program; Jeep would certainly benefit from one. 
If not, perhaps there's a European spec we could get... 



Lost in suspension 

JEEP proved it listens to criticism by changing the transmission 
software and overcoming a major flaw in the Cherokee. Perhaps 
the Australian branch could now do something about the 
suspension tune to overcome the Cherokee's overly soft set-up 


Silver 

service 

Software update 
saves the day 
at the 11th hour 


WHO would have thought that a scheduled 
service could be a life-changing experience? 
Maybe not as dramatic as getting married or 
having kids, but certainly one that changes 
the way you experience daily existence. 

It all started innocently enough. The 
dashboard monitor advised it was time to get 
my Cherokee seen to. An appointment was 
made with Chadstone Jeep - conveniently 
located within walking distance of 
Wheels HQ. I dropped the car off and had 
a quick chat with the service manager 
about specific requirements. “Nothing big 
unless you feel inclined to fit a stiffer set of 
shocks, springs and sway bars.” My morning 
grumpiness was understandably ignored. 

Collecting the car later that day, not being 


the actual owner, I only half-listened as the 
service manager explained what had been 
done to my charge. Two words arrested my 
general disinterest: “Software upgrade”. 

Huh? What was that? “Yes, we performed 
a reflash on the transmission control module 
as part of a normal service program... blah 
blah blah...” 

Did you say transmission? 

Regular readers will know of my 
frustration with the transmission 
programming, which had impacted throttle 
control in such a way that I described it as 
bipolar. One moment there was nothing 
and the next it was manic. 

After leaving the service department that 
day, it was as if the drugs had suddenly 
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JEEP CHEROKEE V6 LIMITED 


Date acquired: November 2014 
Price as tested: $48,915 
This month: 327km @ 11.4L/100km 
Overall: 5314km @ ll.OL/lOOkm 
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Take the option to save 

OUR Cherokee Limited was additionally optioned with the 
Technology Group package, which includes technology du 
jour such as brake assist, lane-departure assist, automatic 
high beam, forward collision mitigation, adaptive cruise 


control, blind-spot monitoring with cross-path detection 
and an auto parking function. Having turned off most of 
these systems because they simply didn't work well 
enough, we'd elect to skip the option and save $3000. 


started working. Now the throttle was 
measured, the gears changed more smoothly 
and when you wanted them to, even 
accounting for hills and corners. So, Just like 
a modern electronic automatic should. 

It was nothing short of miraculous and 
instantly my attitude to IBR-8GJ changed for 
the better. I was able to enjoy the meaty and 
flexible 3.2-litre petrol V6, and the nine-speed 
auto, even if I never experienced eighth and 
ninth on my commute. 

With nothing more than a quick mating 
to a laptop computer or something, the 
Cherokee was suddenly attractive. I even 
began admiring its previously admonished 
chrome-embellished bodywork, painted in a 
metallic blue that reminded me of the much 


loved Team Penske racing cars of my youth. 

Having only a week or two earlier resolved 
my iPod compatability problems, I was also 
happily enjoying the potency of the mighty 
506-watt Alpine sound system pumping 
through nine speakers and a subwoofer, and 
the ease of use of the Uconnect media centre 
with its clear (and bigger in Limited spec) 
8.4-inch colour touchscreen. 

I was also in a better state of mind to 
appreciate the lovely heating and cooling 
functions of the soft leather-covered seats, 
and the automatic high-beam function 
for the effective projector headlights with 
auto levelling. Not to mention the electric 
opening and closing function for the tailgate, 
accessing a flat-floor cargo area of useful if 


not cavernous proportions. Even the nervous 
reverse auto braking stopped bothering 
me to some degree. I was in some kind of 
unexpected bliss. 

Then a call came through from Jeep HQ. 
The marketing department - yes, the very 
people I eulogised Just two months ago for 
making Jeep a brand phenomenon - needed 
the car. It had to go back, and in just a few 
days. How could this be? My pumpkin had 
become a golden coach at the 11th hour, and 
all of a sudden it was midnight? How cruel. 

So that software upgrade will indeed be 
a life-changing experience. Just not for me. 
And whoever ends up with this Cherokee will 
probably be none the wiser. 

DAVID HASSALL 
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You complete me, almost 

NORMALLY I find myself in long-termers that would never suit many school-running Foresters in my city that I'd feel like just 

my lifestyle, like a Hyundai i30, but the Forester is exactly the another harangued soccer mom, but I'd consider the cheaper 

size of car I need, for now, and provides the kind of driving diesel version, with the six-speed manual. Or maybe a WRX 

involvement I want, albeit in small amounts. There are so wagon... I reckon I could put up with that. 




Continuous love 

Transmission ends for our Subie wagon 


Wagon consumed iw' 
heaps of gear for a r j 
weekend away, but that 
low tailgate opening 
height annoyed to 
the end 


WHEN you love someone, or something, 
you forgive them all sorts of foibles, and 
even pretend their flaws don’t exist. My wife 
pretends I’m not fat, for example. 

Thus it’s a sure sign that I’ve had a lot of 
love for my now departed Subaru Forester, 
because it managed to distract me, right 
up until this goodbye letter, from the fact it 
possesses one of my most hated features: a 
Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT). 

The Forester XT comes with Subaru’s 
Lineartronic CVT, which must be one of the 
better ones because it really didn’t bother me 
much for almost four months of driving. 1 can 
only assume 1 was willfully overlooking it, 
blinded by my love for the mock SUV’s just- 
right size, ease of child loading, ruggedly not- 
awful styling and general practicality. 

When CVTs were first launched, 1 hated 
them with the kind of passion 1 normally 
reserve for South African cricketers who play 
for England, and did everything 1 could to 


avoid driving one, despite much 

car-company spruiking about how 

they were the inevitable future of everything. 

Fortunately things haven’t turned out 
that way; blessedly, CVTs, like this one, are 
getting better, less droney and buzzy and 
uninvolving. Indeed, on long trips and even 
in sporty driving - when you can choose to 
use the paddles and change through virtual 
gears to keep you interested - you really 
don’t notice it performing its function. 

Spend time doing nothing but inner- 
city schlepping, however, and that kind of 
pointless roar of spinny nothingness a CVT 
gives when you plant it off the line, or launch 
off another stinkin’ speed hump, starts to 
grind on you. I’d much prefer a manual. 

The school running I’ve done has not been 
kind to the fuel economy, either, with the 
last full tank getting me just 295km at the 
rate of about 18L/100km. 

The car’s thirst for premium unleaded can 


be unhealthy if you’re never really stretching 
its legs, but on longer trips it’s fine, and you 
enjoy the turbo 2.0-litre’s 177kW and 350Nm 
of enthusiasm when you do encounter a 
nice bit of road. Overall, I’d rate the economy 
issue as bearable, although I’d be very keen 
to see how the recently released turbo-diesel 
version compares. Its claimed figure is just 
5.9L/100km, compared to the Forester XT’s 
optimistic 8.1. 

Aside from the much-mentioned Eyesight 
technology, which most normal people 
would probably really appreciate, and the 
CVT, there isn’t much about the Forester 1 
didn’t love. And with its fruit-filled cabin and 
nice wheels, 1 reckon it’s pretty good value. 

I’ll be sad to see it go, as will my children, 
who have become very attached to Big Bluey. 

STEPHEN CORBY 
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VOLVO V60 D4 LUXURY 



Date acquired: December 2014 
Price as tested: $70,015 
This month: 910km @ 7.6L/100km 
Overall: 1683km @ 7.4L/100km 
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A boost for rear seat design 

ANOTHER great example of clever design is found in the rear 
seat, where a pair of integrated child booster seats has 
consigned my youngest daughter's grubby portable to the 
garage. The clever boosters feature two-stage height 


adjustment to ensure they can be positioned at the optimal 
seatbelt safety height for kids of various sizes, and they're far 
easier to use than the alternative. Cleaner, too, as the leather 
wipes down comparatively easily. 


Cargo culture 

The art of boot-packing challenges Father Bulmer 





NET GAIN 

Volvo proves the 
nice folk at Ikea are 
not the only Swedes 
capable of smart 
packaging 




mid-size wagon and is pitted against fellow 
European estates such as the BMW 3 Series 
Touring and Audi A4 Avant. In practical 
terms, this positioning ensures a not overly 
large 430-litre boot and a fairly compact rear 
seat, so our first family trip away in the D4 
long-termer was always going to be a test of 
carrying capacity, packing skills and patience. 

We Bulmers aren’t known for travelling 
light - we’ll take the kitchen sink and the 
blender too, given the chance - so a simple 
long weekend away can take on the logistical 
look and feel of a minor military manoeuvre. 

Hence why, halfway through jamming 
the intimidating pile of bags, scooters, 
skateboards and bazookas into the V60’s 
modestly proportioned derriere, 1 began to 
wonder if it was too late to add a roof pod 
to the options list. It was, so 1 unloaded and 
knuckled to the task of whittling down the 
load before repacking it. 

In the process, 1 was pleasantly surprised 
to discover something missed in my haste 


to pack and go - those clever Swedes have 
thought of just such an eventuality and 
built a neatly integrated cargo net into the 
backs of the rear seats. The net pulls up 
out of a cartridge that runs the width of the 
cargo bay, clipping into mounts in the roof 
lining. It’s a handy feature as it enhances the 
amount of available space by enabling you to 
pack higher without fear the kids will cop a 
Samsonite tattoo under heavy braking. With 
the help of the magic net, both the bocce set 
and the budgie cage made the cut. 

The Volvo V60 may not boast the 
pallet-swallowing ability of its box-like 
predecessors, but it has them well and truly 
covered in the style stakes, while also adding 
some neat practical touches. 

GED BULMER 


THINK Volvo wagons and the image that 
springs to mind, at least for those of us born 
before Gen Y, is of fridge -swallowing bricks 
on wheels that were long on practicality but 
short on style. The Volvo 740 could house a 
Euro-pallet in its luggage bay, for Pete’s sake! 

But the lumbering, underpowered and 
indestructible tanks of yesteryear have 
been replaced by modern machines that 
are more stylish affairs, thanks to Volvo’s 
determination to shake off its fusty image, 
with a focus on design that began with 
the hiring of talented crayon twirler Peter 
Horbury in 1991. The Brit has long since 
moved on, but his legacy lives on in a range 
of vehicles that boast a polished and 
distinctive design language. 

In the case of the V60, which is simply the 
handsome station wagon version of Volvo’s 
second-generation S60 sedan, this entails 
market positioning that’s more ‘sportwagon’ 
than load lugger. 

In industry parlance, the V60 is a compact 
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Shake that body 

THE project leader of the (Jazz-based) HR-V, Naohisa 
Morishita, told Wheels the rear-door shaking we experienced 
testing our hatch over rougher surfaces might be an early 
Thai-build manufacturing defect affecting a small run, rather 


than an inherent issue. Claiming he'd never heard of such a 
thing, the worried engineering veteran promised to look into it 
immediately. If your Jazz's back doors jingle over rough 
roads, our advice is to drop Honda a line straight away. 



Music to his ears 

Honda’s baby has crept under Byron’s skin 


TO PARAPHRASE the legendary Prince (via 
Sinead), as I write this, it’s been seven days 
and 15 hours since Honda took 518-TXQ away 
and, well, nothing compares to living with 
the latest Jazz. 

Like an earworm, the Vivid Sky Blue 
Pearlescent VTi burrowed deep into my daily 
routine, and made itself so harmoniously 
useful there’s now a 4m x 1.7m x 1.52m gap 
in my existence. 

This realisation dawned on me the moment 
a last-minute supermarket dash, just before 
dinner during a rainstorm in my inner-city 
suburb, highlighted how easy it all used to 
be. Usually, before even thinking about it. 

I’d be seated in the Jazz, unimpeded by the 
usual supermini obstacles like small doors 
and low roof, zipping to the shops and back 
in no time at all, aided by excellent vision, 
darty performance and a tiny turning circle. 
Once I did it inside the 5min 58sec duration of 
Blur’s Coffee & TV, as it was still playing on my 
return. Woo-hoo! 

Not now, though. Compact and 
manoeuvrable most rivals might be, but 
now they all feel cramped and restricted, 
especially by their urban-unfriendly, 
modishly slot-like windows. 

The point is, the Honda’s unique space- 
creating packaging has made it pretty much 
perfect for easy and effortless commuting. 

The Jazz was always our short-haul transport 
of choice, even when five of us needed to 
get somewhere quickly. And, as a makeshift 
panel van, those tuck-down ‘Magic Seats’ 
always surprised and delighted. 

Likewise, the Honda impressed on the 
open road for its responsive performance, 
relatively unobtrusive CVT, leggy cruising 
ability, consistently low fuel consumption and 
comfortable front seats. 

In six months in my care, not a single item 
broke, rattled, failed or fell off, even after 
two unsolicited assaults from foreign objects 
waylaid it for a few weeks. 

I can’t believe how much respect I have for 
518-TXQ right now. 

But love? The Jazz’s steering is too light and 
remote for that sort of intimate connection. 
Previously, I’ve also whinged about road 


noise intrusion on some highway surfaces, 
though after our supermini Megatest (Wheels, 
March 2015), the Jazz ain’t so bad, especially 
compared with the Mazda 2, or the humdrum 
Toyota Yaris and Holden Barina. 

Of more concern is Honda’s decision 
to drop the previous models’ rear discs 
for drums. While no braking issues arose, 
consider that this company used to make 
taking the technological high road its mantra. 
Safety cost-cutting is a disgrace. 

And that’s a curious thing because it’s not 
as if the Jazz is grudgingly equipped. Indeed, 
our $16,990 VTi CVT is staggeringly well 
specced, coming with a reversing camera, 
cruise control, Bluetooth telephone and 
audio streaming, a trip computer, audible 
speed warning, power windows all round, 
touchscreen multimedia system (albeit with 
annoyingly fiddly ‘capacitive touch’ for the 
volume), HDMI ports and two USB outlets. 

Note, though, that the six-month servicing 
requirement rather than 12 might be an 
inconvenience for some. 

In the final wash-up, the drum brakes 
sore point, along with the fact that here at 
Wheels we put a strong emphasis on dynamic 
capability and driving pleasure, means the 
latest Jazz would be a top buy for thousands 
of people, but not for me. 

What we have here is an outstanding- 
value everyday car for the realities of 
today. But Honda used to make 
outstanding premium vehicles 
for the dreamers of tomorrow. 

The world has changed and 
the company has adapted. 

At least there’s still enough 
differentiation in the Jazz 
to make it packaged like no 
other supermini. 

And that’s why I miss it. 

Rushing to finish this piece 
before darting out yet again 
to purchase the ingredients 
for dinner, nothing can 
chase away the blues I’m 
feeling now that my Jazz 
has gone away. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


Styling. There was no 
getting used to it 
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Prelude to a reality check 

BUYING and living with a halcyon-days Honda while testing the 
Jazz to see if it lives up to the brand's 80s hype was misguided 
in hindsight, like trying to compare Beyonce with Like a Prayer 
era Madonna. However, that my '89 Prelude auto feels slow. 


clunky and hard-riding compared to the VTi is shocking, since 
the former boasts double-wishbone suspension. As for the old 
four-wheel steering, it feels artificially gloopy and 
disconnectedly spooky. Still, the Prelude kicks arse for class. 
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Alfa Romeo 


3yr/100,000km 

www.alfaromeo.com.au 


Modern-day Alfasud with fewer bubbles 
^ Retro style, without actually being a remake of anything; Twin Air's value and character 
[x] Ride varies from brittle to teeth-rattling ; flawed ergonomics; stop-start still flawed 


Progression TwinAir 
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[ [Zl Engines; steering; suspension and handling. Cabin space, even. Finally, a ’proper’ Alfa! 

1 S Cabin’s lack of storage; plastics not to VW standard; our favourite hubcaps are dead 
* The Pick: Top-spec QV. Or the great-riding, torquey, freshly upgraded base model 

$29,000 

L4T 1.4 88 

215 

M6 

1259 

9.4 - 6.4 

95 

53 

F 

$33,000 

L4T 1.4 125 

250 

M6 

1269 

7.5 15.3 5.7 

95 

53 

11/14 F 

$35,000 

L4T 1.4 125 

250 

$6 

1284 

7.6 - 5.1 

95 

53 

F 

$39,000 

L4T 1.7 173 

340 

M6 

1299 

6.8 - 7.6 

95 

53 

03/11 F 

$42,000 

. L4T 1.7 177 

340 

$6 

1299 

6.0 - 7.0 

95 

52 

04/15 F 









! 4C 

H It's an Alfa, Jim, just as we knew them 


j ^ Lightweight carbon-fibre body; sharp chassis dynamics; bucketloads of charisma 
i [x] Firm seats; uninspiring exhaust noise in cabin; love-it-or-hate-it steering; zero storage 
The Pick: Save $30K and revel in the better-riding, siightly less hardcore standard 4C 

$89,000 

L4T 1.7 177 

350 

S6 

1025 

4.5 - 6.8 

95 


R 

$109,000 

L4T 1.7 177 

350 

S6 

1025 

4.5 - 6.8 

95 


02/15 R 


Aston Martin 


3yr/unlimited 

www.astonmartin.com 


Vantage 


Superstar styling, but ageing 


[ZI Stunning looks, spectacular-sounding engines, much rarer than a 911 
' \E\ Cabin dated and pretty tight; purists will prefer its sharper, newer rivals 

The Pick: Vanquish's V12 provides serious shove with little weight penalty 

$231,000 V8 4.7 313 470 M6 1630 4.9 - 13.8 95 63 08/07 R 

$246,900 V8 4.7 313 470 $7 1630 4.9 - 12.9 95 63 ^ 

$260,000 V8 4.7 313 470 M6 1690 4.9 - 13.8 95 63 R 

$273,800 V8 4.7 313 470 $7 1690 4.9 - 12.9 95 63 R 

$251,700 V8 4.7 321 490 M6 1610 4.8 - 13.8 95 63 R 


$267,600 V8 4.7 321 490 S7 1610 4.5 


12.9 95 63 


$280,600 V8 4.7 321 490 M6 1690 4.8 - 13.8 95 63 


$389,300 V12 5.9 421 620 S7 


3.9 - 14.7 95 63 


$418,525 V12 5.9 421 620 $7 1745 4.1 

Beauty, and beast 



Like Bond himself, the DBS is class; wailing V12 is a perfect car-chase accompaniment 
IK) Some interior details well below par; not as quick as V12 suggests; tight packaging 

The Pick: DBS coupe is sportier and sturdier than the slightly limp-wristed Volante 

$349,500 V12 

5.9 

381 

620 

A6 1785 

4.6 

14.3 

95 

58 

R 

$380,900 V12 

5.9 

381 

620 

A6 1890 

4.6 

14.3 

95 

58 

R 

1 Vanquish 

Q 

DBS replacement is a stunner y 




n 

Arguably the most beautiful modern Aston, still with tingly V12 and eight-speed tram 
[HI Lardy kerb weight; hefty consumption; more a GT than genuine sports car 

The Pick: In white, thanks, with black wheels and a Ben Sherman Union Jack pillow 

5 

$479,900 V12 

5.9 

421 

620 

A8 1739 

4.1 

14.4 

95 

58 



$517,000 V12 

5.9 

421 

620 

A8 1849 

4.3 

14.4 

95 

55 


R 



Super sedan 


(Zl Gorgeous Aston ‘sedan’ makes its Porsche Panamera rival look overfed and frumpy 
(x) It may look sexy but getting any in its cramped rear quarters would be an achievement 
The Pick: Good luck securing one - only a handful are coming here and the queue is long 

$378,500 V12 5.9 411 630 A8 1990 4.9 ^ 14.9 95’ 59 ~ 



3yr/unlimited 

www.audi.com.au 


1.2 TFSI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Attraction 
1.6 TDI Attraction 
1.6 TDI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Ambition 
1.4 TFSI Ambition 
1.4 TFSI Sport 
SI 


Audi 


A1 Sportback 


Baby got 'back 

Five-door practicality for same price as three-door A1 ; 1 .2 is most affordable Audi in Oz 
[x] 1 .2 is cheap for an Audi, but more expensive and much slower than a Polo 81TSI 
The Pick: 1.4 TFSi Sport could be worth the stretch - it’s a spirited and fun premium hatch 

$26,500 L4T 1.2 63 160 M5 1065 11.9 - 5.1 95 55 


$29,900 L4T 1.4 90 200 M6 1125 9.0 


5.4 95 55 


$32,250 L4T 1.4 90 200 S7 1125 8.9 - 5.3 95 55 

$29,900 L4TD 1.6 66 230 M5 1160 11.6 - 3.8 D 55 


$32,250 L4TD 1.6 66 230 S7 1185 11.6 


4.2 D 55 


^3^,450 L4T 1.4 90 200 

$357800 L4T 1.4 ' 90 200 ' 


M6 1125 9.0 

S7 1125 8.9 


5.4 95 55 

5.3 95 ' 55 


$39,900 L4ST 1.4 136 250 S7 1215 6.9 


5.9 95 56 



Eng Eng 

Price type size 

Kerb 0-100 

Power Torgue Trans, weight km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 

Resaie 

% 

tested 

Drive 


Slick conservatism for all-new A3 




1 


All-new platform means less weight, better handling. 

improved ride, stunning interio 

r 

EHSK 

[x]Golf outshines A3 in a few cabin details, yet costs less; new 
The Pick: Definitely the spirited, sporty 1.8 TFSI in either FWD 

styling is too Audi-generic 
or quattro form 

1.4 TFSI Attraction 

$35,900 L4T 1.4 

92 200 M6 1225 - 

- 

5.3 

95 

55 


F 

1.4 TFSI Attraction 

$35,900 L4T 1.4 

92 200 S7 1225 9.3 

- 

4.9 

95 

55 


F 

1.6 TDI Attraction 

$36,900 L4TD 1.6 

81 250 S7 1280 10.7 

- 

3.9 

D 

55 


F 

1.4 TFSI Attraction CoD 

$38,500 L4T 1.4 

110 250 S7 1235 8.2 

- 

4.7 

95 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$43,200 L4TD 2.0 

110 340 S6 1320 8.3 

16.0 

4.4 

D 

56 

08/13 

F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$43,100 L4T 1.8 

132 250 M6 1280 - 

- 

5.8 

95 

56 


F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$43,100 L4T 1.8 

132 250 S7 1280 7.3 

- 

5.6 

95 

56 


F 

1.8 TFSI quattro 

$46,100 L4T 1.8 

132 280 S6 1380 6.8 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 


A 

S3 

$61,100 L4T 2.0 

210 380 M6 1425 5.4 

- 

7.0 

95 

58 


A 

S3 

$61,100 L4T 2.0 

210 380 S6 1445 5.0 

- 

6.9 

95 

58 


A 


IVAG's premium MQB-platform sedan 


All the highlights of the Sportback, plus a decent boot; platform and interior both shine 
EHIChopped rear styling restricts headroom; added expense over equivalent A3 Sportback 


-The Pick: 1 

.8 TFSI is punchy and frugai, and available in front- 

or aii-wheei driv 

e 

1.4 TFSI Attraction CoD $40,100 

L4T 

1.4 

110 

250 

S7 1250 

8.2 

- 

4.7 95 

56 

F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$45,400 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

250 

S7 1295 

7.3 

- 

5.6 95 

56 

F 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$45,500 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

320 

S6 1340 

8.3 


4.4 D 

56 

F 

1.8 TFSI quattro 

$48,400 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

280 

S6 1395 

6.8 


6.5 95 

56 

A 

S3 

$63,400 

L4T 

2.0 

210 

380 

M6 1430 

5.4 

- 

7.0 95 

55 

A 

S3 

$63,400 

L4T 

2.0 

210 

380 

S6 1460 

4.8 

13.2 

6.9 95 

55 

09/14 A 


A3 Cabriolet 


. Manscaped sun-seeker 


liEmi 

[Z] Sedan-based styling much more masculine; strong body; lovely finish; refinement 
EHlAdults won't love the rear seat; Ikea fans may need a bigger boot; S3 feeis heavy-footed 


« The Pick: The 1 .8 TFSi front-driver delivers the best mix of grunt, kit. 

and value 



1.4 TFSI Attract' CoC 

I $47,600 

L4T 

1.4 

110 

250 

S7 1380 8.9 


4.9 

95 

56 

F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$52,200 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

250 

57 1430 7.8 

"D 

5.8 

95 

55 

F 

1.8 TFSI quattro 

$55,200 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

280 

56 1540 7.6 


6.6 

95 

55 

08/14 

A 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$52,200 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

340 

56 1480 8.8 

- 

4.7 

D 

55 

08/14 

F 

S3 

$70,500 

L4T 

2.0 

210 

380 

56 1620 5.5 


7.1 

98 

57 

01/15 

A 


1 A4 

1 Solid, smart, updated 


1^ Quattro-only for 2.0-litre models, with lower entry price for new Ambition variants 
[Kl S4 is now much cheaper, but still needs $7K worth of Sports diff to make it really handle 



The Pick: 2.0 TFSI manual, riding on the smallest wheels, or either S4 with a sports diff 


1.8 TFSI 

$55,500 

L4T 

1.8 

125 

320 

C 1470 8.3 

- 

5.8 

95 

55 

F 

1.8 TFSI Avant 

$58,500 

L4T 

1.8 

125 

320 

C 1530 8.4 

"D 

6.0 

95 

55 

F 

2.0TDI Amb.quattro$59,900 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

57 1595 7.9 


5.3 

D 

55 

A 

2.0 TDI quattro Sline$67,800 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

57 1595 7.9 


5.3 

D 

55 

A 

2.0 TFSI Ambqtr. 

$57,100 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

M6 1530 5.9 

"D 

6.6 

95 

55 

09/10 

A 

2.0 TFSI Ambqtr. 

$59,900 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

57 1570 6.1 

14.3 

6.7 

95 

55 

12/14 

A 

2.0TFSI Am.qtr.Av. $62,900 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

57 1610 6.5 

- 

6.9 

95 

55 

A 

2.0 TFSI S-Lineqtr. 

$65,000 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

M6 1530 5.9 

- 

6.6 

95 

55 

09/10 

A 



$49,990 L4T 1.4 170 370 M6 1340 5.9 - 7.1 95 59 12/14 


ACCOMPANYING tweaks to the 
A6 and A7 ranges are revisions to 
the RS7 Sportback, RS6 Avant and 
A6 Allroad - the latter two the only 
wagon models remaining in the 
respective ranges. 

Each gets styling revisions, 
predominantly with lights and 
grilles, and a revised interior that 


includes the brand’s new colour 
Driver Information System. 

Prices on the hotshot RS6 and 
RS7 models have risen $4500 and 
$3500 respectively, but the A6 
Allroad - now with less power 
from its 3.0-litre turbo-diesel V6 
engine - has benefited from a 
$6000 price cut. 


130 ^ wheelsmag.com.au 





















Showroom 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

2.0 TFSI S-Lineqtr. 

$67,800 

L4T 

'zo 

350 

~si~ 

1570 ' 

6.4 


6.7 

~95 

Is” 


'”a~ 

2.0 TFSI S-Ln.qtr.Av$70,800 

L4T 

2-P_ 

165 350 . 

SI 

J610 . 

6.5 

- 

6.9 

.95_ 

55 


A 

S4 

$105,000 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

S7 

1705 

4.8 

13.0 

8.1 

98 

53 

06/14 

A 

S4 Avant 

$108,500 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

S7 

1750 

5.1 

- 

8.4 

98 

52 


A 

RS4 Avant 

$149,400 

V8 

4.2 

331 430 

S7 

1795 

4.7 

- 

10.7 

98 

58 


A 



A4 Allroad 


Allroad stands tall, goes small 


F [3 Terrific drivetrain delivers strong torque and real-world economy; finish; ride height 

1 Sharply raked tail reduces luggage space; lacks the A6 Allroad's air suspension 

The Pick: Urn, the A4 Allroad. Probably not in black. Be brave and choose a colour! 


$69,900 L4TD 2.0 140 400 S7 1670 8.1 - 5.6 

D 

56 06/13 

A 


I Four-door coupe with five seats 


1.8TFSI 
2.0 TDI 

2.0 TDI quattro 
2.0TFSIquattro 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

3.0 TDI quattro 
3.0 TFSI quattro 
S5 


[ 13 Liftback versatility, with still-great styling; slick cabin; slick engines; lusty and lively S5 
[ [SI Not the last word in steering feedback, or ride finesse, but getting there 

The Pick: Manual 2.0 TFSI quattro is a sleeper. Supercharged S5 is a stonker 

$68,200 

L4T 

1.8 

125 

320 

C 

1525 8.4 - 

5.9 

95 55 

F 

$69,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

C 

1540 7.9 - 

4.8 

D 55 

F 

$76,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

$7 

1625 ' 7.9 - 

5.3 

D 55 

^ 

$75,400 

L4T 

' 2.0' 

165 

350 

M6 

1570 6.4 - 

“ 6.6 

95 55 

A 

$77,300 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

S7 

1615 6.5 - 

6.7 

95 55 

A 

$94,300 

V6TD 

' 3.0 

180 

500 

$7 

1695 5.9 - 

5.7 

D 55 

A 

$99,300 

V6S 

3.0 

200 

400 

S7 

1715 6.0 - 

8.1 

95 55 

A ■ 

$119,900 

'yes 

"3.0 

"245 

440 

S7 ' 

■ 1745 ' 5.1 - 

8.1 

* 98 54 

” A ' 


A5 Coupe 


Fresh face, still beautiful 


riOiOr 

Performance and economy from all engines; improved steering and suspension 

ES Still not as entertaining as a 4 Series coupe, or as fluent as a C-Class coupe 



The Pick: Blown V6 at $100K, or the much-improved RS5, which is now a 

real contender 

1.8 TFSI 

$68,200 

L4T 

1.8 

125 

320 

C 

1455 

8.2 

- 

5.8 

95 

55 

F 

2.0 TDI 

$69,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

C 

1495 

7.8 

- 

4.7 

D 

55 

F 

2.0 TDI quattro 

$76,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

$7 

1575 

7.8 


5.3 

D 

55 

A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$75,400 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

M6 

1510 

6.5 

- 

6.8 

95 

55 

A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$77,300 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

'S7 

1550 

6.4 

14.5 

6.8 

95 

55 

05/14 

A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$94,300 

V6TD 

3.0 

180 

500 

$7 

1640 

5.8 



5.7 

D 

55 


A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$99,300 

V6S 

3.0 

200 400 

S7 

1650 

5.8 


8.1 

95 

55 


A 

S5 

$119,900 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

S7 

1675 

4.9 

- 

8.1 

98 

52 

08/12 

A 

RS5 

$156,400 

V8 

4.2 

331 

430 

S7 

1715 

4.5 


10.5 

98 

54 

10/12 

A 


1 A5 Cabriolet 

y Soft top for smooth roads 







13 Usual A5 class and style, mixed with excellent drivetrains and high-quality roof 

El Body lacks coupe’s rigidity and its suspension can deliver a choppy ride 



The Pick: Base 1.8 TFSi 

-the 

more powerful variants highlight its rigidity 

issues 


1.8 TFSI 

$80,700 

L4T 1.8 

125 

320 

C 

1655 

8.9 

- 

6.2 

95 

55 



2.0 TDI 

$82,800 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

C 

1680 

8.3 

- 

5.0 

D 

55 


F 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$90,500 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

$7 

1735 

7.2 


6.9 

95 

55 

A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$107,200 

V6TD 

3.0 

180 

500 

S7 

1845 

6.3 

- 

5.9 

D 

54 

A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$111,400 

V6S 

3.0 

200 

400 

S7 

1850 

6.3 

- 

8.5 

95 

54 

A 

S5 

$129,900 

V6S 

_3.0^ 

245 

440 

$7 

_1880_ 

5.4 


8.5 

98 

52 

A 

RS5 

^76,400 ' 

V8 

4.2 

331 

430' 

S7 

1920 

4.9 

- 

10.7 

‘98 

55 

01/14 

A 


1.8 TFSI 
3.0 TDI quattro 
3.0 TDI Biturbo qttr o $124,900 
S6 

RS6 Avant 


1 1^ Great cabin presentation; strong and efficient engines; thrusty bi-turbo TDi, S6 and RS6 
^ \E\ Base wagons deieted; steering stiii not its strong suit; front-driver is a dynamic duiiard 
The Pick: Fiery RS6 is tempting but either of the quattro dieseis fit the biii 

$79,900 [?r 1.8 140 320 S7 1570 7.9 ^ 5?7 95 50 F~ 


$99,900 V6TD 3.0 160 500 S7 1765 6.6 


5.1 


49 


V6TTD 3.0 235 650 A8 1835 5.0 - 


49 


$169,900 V8T 4.0 331 550 S7 1895 4.4 - 9.4 95 51 



$229,500 V8TT 

f!t-r r r r affi 


9.6 95 52 


3.0 TDI quattro 
3.0 TDI Biturbo qtro $144,900 
S7 $179,900 

RS7 $242,000 


4.0 412 700 A8 1935 3.9 

A6 goodness, elevated 
Handsome; gorgeous cabin; iush ride quaiity; strong and siiky turbo-diesei V6 
El Ride height biunts on-road dynamics; definiteiy not an off-roader; depreciation 
The Pick: Stiii expensive despite price drop, but A6 Aiiroad is one of our favourite Audis 

3.0 160 500 S7 7.3 - 5.6 D 49 A 

^ Mix of A6 and A8, plus panache 

Adds hatchback versatility, A8-rivaiiing space and rakish rear styiing over an A6 
|£]S7 is ail about fast motorways, not tight mountain passes; sizeable premium over A6 
The Pick: Twin-turbo diesel delivers on torque and comes nicely loaded 
^,400 


$111,900 .■JV6TD 


A7 Sportback 


V6TD 3.0 160 500 S7 1825 6.8 


5.2 D 52 


V6TTD 3.0 235 650 
V8T 4.0 331 550 
V8TT 4.0 412 700 


1895 

1955 

1920 


5.2 - 

4.6 - 

3.5 - 


6.1 

9.3 

9.5 


52 

56 

55 10/14 


still one 
[x] Brilliant 

of the most beautiful luxury-sedan interiors; S8's astonishing thrust 

new S-Class makes the A8/S8 feel dynamically uninvolving and a bit last-decade 

- The Pick: Twin-turbo V8 diesel offers a seductive blend of quality, economy and grunt 


3.0 TDI quattro $195,000 

Wd 3.0 

190 

580 

A8 

1880 

5.9 

5.9 

D 

43 

07/14 

"a 

3.0 TDI quattro LWB $206,900 

V6TD 3.0 

190 

580 

A8 

1935 

6.1 

6.0 

D 

43 


A 

4.2 TDI quattro $249,900 

V8TTD 4.1 

283 

850 

A8 

2040 

4.7 

7.4 

D 

43 

12/13 

A 

S8 $279,000 

V8TT 4.0 

382 

650 

A8 

1990 

4.1 

9W“ 

98 

40 

12/13 

A 



TT take three, done better 
Engine flexibility; sweet six-speed manual ; quattro's all-paw traction ; that interior! 

[S Limited model range for start of third generation ; steering light in basic mode 
• The Pick: The manual Sport is tempting but the traction and pace of the quattro wins out 


$71,950 L4T 2.0 169 370 M6 1230 6.0 


5.9 95 62 04/15 F 


$74,950 L4T 2.0 169 370 S6 1260 5.9 - 6.3 95 62 



WORDS 


STEPHEN CORBY 



BMW 2 Series Active Tourer 

Dispatch it to the front 


TWO words that car company 
executives should never, ever use 
are “never” and “ever”. 

And yet those of us with fully 
functioning memories can clearly 
recall those very words being 
forcefully put many, many Mini 
launches ago, when someone 
dared to ask whether BMW would 
ever consider using the front- 
wheel-drive layout it was now so 
clearly capable of engineering in 
a car wearing the famous blue 
and white roundel. 

The company would “never, 
ever” do such a thing, we were 
told, because only rear-wheel 
drive can provide “pure driving 
pleasure” and BMWs are, and 
always will be, the “ultimate 
driving machine”. 

But diversification, niche 
mining, dumbing down, whatever 
you want to call it, has caused a 
lot of car companies to do a lot of 
things that previous executives 
may have found unpalatable 
(or possibly knew full well were 


going to happen but preferred not 
to talk about) . 

And thus BMW now finds itself 
making a tall, compact family 
wagon, which appeals to the kind 
of buyers who give not one toss 
whether the engine is driving 
the front wheels, the rear ones 
or a hamster wheel. They just 
want passenger space, visibility, a 
premium cabin and an expensive 
badge on their noses. 

The Active Tourer has nailed 
all that, but it has also driven a 
stake through the heart of the 
company, from a purist point 
of view. It has defied its driving 
pleasure mission statement and 
made all the things BMW has 
said about other companies’ cars 
being inferior because of their 
front-driveness look extremely 
silly indeed. 

The tall 2 Series might wear 
the BMW badge, but it will never 
drive like one, and thus it has 
shattered Munich’s drivetrain 
mould forever. 


LEAP OF FAITH TEST OF FAITH 

People will buy it, which ^ ni 1 10^ When your brand stands for 
makes BMW money it can iMiiV,j| rear-wheel-drive purity, it’s 
then spend on the M235is possibly not a good idea to 

and M3s of the future. ignore your own advice. 
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Price 


2.0 TFSI Sport q'ttro $77,950 
2.0 TFSIS Line 
2.0 TFSI S Line 


L4T 


2.0 169 370 S6 1335 5.3 - 6.4 95 62 04/15 A 


$78,450 L4T 2.0 169 370 M6 1230 6.0 


5.9 95 62 


$82,450 L4T 2.0 169 370 S6 1260 5.9 - 6.3 95 62 


2.0 TFSIS Line q'ttro$85,450 


L4T 2.0 169 370 S6 1335 5 .3 - 6.4 95 62 

Ageing R8 still a supermodel 



0 Supremely driveable supercar that still looks a million bucks; brilliant dual-clutch ’box 
[H] Steering requires plenty of lock to turn in; lacks 911’s feedback and Gallardo’s dartiness 
The Pick: The V10 Plus: lighter, louder and sharper, yet still liveable 

4.2 FSI quattro 

$279,500 

V8 

4.2 316 430 

M6 

1560 

4.6 

- 

14.2 98 58 


A 

4.2 FSI quattro 

$287,000 

_y8 

4.2 316 430 

S7 

1585 

4.3 

- 

12.4 98 58 


A 

5.2 FSI quattro 

$366,900 

V10 

5.2 386 530 

S7 

1645 

3.6 


13.1 98 58 


A 

5.2 FSI Plus quattro 

$408,200 

VI 0 

5.2 404 540 

S7 

1595 

3.5 

- 

12.9 98 58 

05/13 

A 



1.4 TFSI 
2.0 TDI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 
2.0 TDI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 
RS03 


2.0 TDI quattro 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

3.0 TFSI quattro 
3.0 TDI quattro 
305 


3.0 TDI quattro 
3.0 TFSI quattro 
4.2 TDI quattro 


GTCV8 
GTCV8S 
GTGW12 
GT Speed 


Mulliner 

Mulliner 


R8 Spyde 


Less roof, more exhaust noise! 


1 0 Takes the R8’s supercar sex appeal to a whole new level 
■ [E] Added 100kg and subtracted body rigidity affects dynamics (but only slighth 

/) 


• The Pick: Decisions, decisions (that we can’t afford to make). 

Hard to resist the V10 


$308,400 

V8 

4.2 316 430 

M6 

1660 

4.8 

- 

14.4 

98 

58 

A 

$315,900 

V8 

4.2 316 430 

S7 

1685 

4.5 

- 

12.6 

98 

58 

A 

$395,800 

V10 

5.2 386 530 

S7 

1745 

3.8 

- 

13.3 

98 

59 

A 

Q3 

■ 

First in Q to challenge XI 






1 0 Excellent 2.0-litre fours; classy cabin; surprisingiy agile dynamics; new base front-driver 

1 [El AWD variants are significantly heavier; lumpy ride; small rear doors; compact boot 

The Pick: Probably the 125kW petrol-turbo quattro, though the base diesel works well 

$42,300 

L4T 

1.4 110 250 

56 

1405 

8.9 


6.2 

98 

65 

F 

$47,500 

L4TD 

2.0 103 320 

$7 

1570 

9.9 

- 

5.8 

D 

66 

03/14 

A 

$47,500 

L4T 

2.0 125 280 

M6 

1510 

8.2 


7.3 

95 

65 

06/12 

A 

$49,450 

L4T 

2.0 125 280 

57 

1555 

8.2 

- 

7.7 

95 

65 

06/12 

A 

$55,000 

L4TD 

2.0 130 380 

57 

1585 

8.3 

16.2 

5.9 

D 

65 

07/13 

A 

$56,500 

L4T 

2.0 155 300 

57 

1565 

6.9 

- 

7.7 

95 

65 

06/12 

A 

$81,900 

L5T 

2.5 228 420 

57 

1655 

5.2 


8.8 

95 

63 

04/14 

A 


Style utility vehicle 

' 0 Class and quality with SUV space and versatility; punchy sixes; decent dynamics 
[El Steering feels artificial; SOS’s ride is poor; 05 doesn’t like getting its skirts wet off-road 
The Pick: There’s a trend with Audis: cheapest, lightest 2.0-litre turbo petrol is the go 




$62,600 

L4TD 

2.0 130 380 

S7 

1770 

9.0 

- 

6.1 

D 

66 


A 

$63,600 

L4T 

2.0 165 350 

A8 

1755 

7.4 

15.4 

7.9 

95 

66 

04/12 

A 

$75,000 

V6S 

3.0 200 400 

A8 

1840 

5.9 

- 

8.5 

95 

66 


A 

$76,100 

V6TD 

3.0 180 580 

S7 

1860 

6.5 

- 

6.4 

D 

66 


A 

$89,400 

V6TTD 

3.0 230 650 

S7 

1920 

5.1 

- 

6.8 

D 

62 

07/13 

A^ 


■ 

QE7, more like it... 







71 

1 0 Derived from Cayenne/Touareg but with seven seats standard; great drivetrains; interior 

1 [El Heavy styling betrays its weight, and it’s enormous - takes up an entire lane in city traffic 
The Pick: With mega-buck V12 gone, the smooth, frugal 3.0 TDI makes the most sense 

$90,500 

V6TD 

3.0 180 550 

A8 

2325 

7.8 

- 

7.8 

D 

59 


A 

$95,700 

V6S 

3.0 245 440 

A8 

2240 

6.9 

- 

10.7 

98 

57 


A 

$129,300 

V8TD 

4.2 250 800 

A8 

2450 

6.4 


9.2 

D 

58 


A 


Bentley 


3yr/unlimited 
www.bentley motors .com 


Continental G 


Enough grunt to go Continental drifting... 



0 Successfully fights 2.3-tonne heft with 700Nm of continent-shifting grunt 
[x] Suspension tries desperately hard to be dynamic, but it doesn’t quite win that one 


The Pick: Arguably the lighter, almost-as- 

■swift V8 over the monster W12 



$381,000 

V8TT 4.0 373 660 

A8 

2320 

4.8 

- 

10.5 

98 

63 02/13 

A 

$405,600 

V8TT 4.0 389 680 

A8 

2320 

4.5 

- 

10.6 

98 

63 

A 

$408,870 

W12TT 6.0 423 700 

A8 

2333 

4.6 

- 

16.5 

98 

63 07/11 

A 

$461,300 

W12TT 6.0 467 820 

A8 

2320 

4.2 

- 

14.5 

98 

- 09/14 

A 


Continental GTC 


An open display of wealth 


1 0 Pedestrian plebs can see the gorgeous cabin; top-down access to W12 decibels 
: \E\ Doesn’t quite handle like a land yacht but the Continental does drink like a sailor 

The Pick: Less than half the cost of a Phantom Drophead? We’ll take two 


$419,100 

V8TT 

4.0 

373 

660 

A8 

2485 

5.0 - 

10.9 

98 

62 


A 

$446,000 

V8TT 

4.0 

389 

680 

A8 

2485 

4.7 - 

10.9 

98 

62 

10/14 

A 

$449,500 

W12TT 

6.0 

423 

700 

A8 

2505 

4.7 - 

14.9 

98 

63 

07/12 

A 

$507,400 

W12TT 

6.0 

460 

800 

A8 

2495 

4.4 - 

14.9 

98 



A 


Flying Spur 


Upper-crust urgency 



0 Exquisite interior; jaw-dropping style, complete with muscle-car hips; high-speed calm 
\E\ All that heft ahead of the front axle line hampers its chances of being a driver’s car 

The Pick: Doesn’t handle like a 7 Series can, but looks and feels a million bucks 

$378,197 

V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 

A8 

2350 

5.2 

- 

10.9 

98 

- 


A 

$388,715 

V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 

A8 

2350 

5.2 

- 

10.9 

98 

- 


A 

$423,160 

W12TT 

6.0 460 

800 

A8 

2400 

4.6 

- 

14.7 

98 

- 

07/13 

A 

$448,820 

W12TT 

6.0 460 

800 

A8 

2400 

4.6 

- 

14.7 

98 

59 


A 

1 Mulsanne 

Captain capitalism 







1 0 Fuses contemporary tech with old-world craftsmanship; stonking twin-turbo V8 
[x] Ride on optional 21s not quite in keeping with ultra-luxe vibe; weight and consumption 
Pick: This new-age Arnage or a Rolls-Royce Ghost? Ah, what the hell - buy both 

$662,857 

V8TT 

6.8 377 1020 

A8 

2711 

5.3 

- 

16.9 

98 

54 

07/10 

A 


Wfi' 


^9 


BMW 


3yr/unlimited 

www.bmw.com.au 


116i 

118i 

118d 

125i 

M135i 


Price 

type 

sSe 

Power 

Torque 

Kerb 0-100 

Trans, weight km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 


rear drive continues 






0 The last rear-drive hatch, and all the better for it; now with brilliant petrols, decent ride 
[x] M135i feels overpowered on a racetrack; cabin quality and space can’t match B-Class 

The Pick: 116i is sweetly unpretentious; 125i a good match for GTi; M135i is a cracker 

$36,900 

L4T 

1.6 

100 

220 

A8 1310 8.7 

- 

5.6 

95 

53 


R 

$43,000 

L4T 

1.6 

125 

250 

A8 1315 7.2 

- 

5.8 

95 

55 


R 

$43,000 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

320 

A8 1345 8.3 

16.0 

4.4 

D 

56 

08/13 

R 

$51,000 

L4T 

2.0 

160 

310 

A8 1365 6.2 

- 

6.3 

95 

63 

09/12 

R 

$64,930 

L6T 

3.0 

235 

450 

A8 1430 5.0 

13.2 

7.5 

95 

60 

02/13 

R 



220i 

220d 


BMW rediscovers its talents 
Body control a vast improvement over 1 Series coupe; punchy engines; great handling 
[EIToo much equipment is optional - LSD, 19s and big brakes aren't standard on M235i 
The Pick: M235i howls a delicious straight-six wail, and has the grunt to match 

$51,000 L4T 2.0 135 270 A8 1365 7.0 - 6.0 95 


06/14 R 


$53,000 L4TD 2.0 135 380 A8 1390 7.1 


4.4 D - 




228i 

$64,400 

L4T 

2.0 

180 350 

A8 1405 5.7 

- 

6.3 95 

R 

M235i 

$79,930 

L6T 

3.0 

240 450 

A8 1470 5.0 

13.1 

7.6 95 

- 07/14 R 



33 A fresh breeze 



1 


0 Loads prettier than the 1 Series convertible it replaces; superb drivetrains; slick roof 
[x]You'll never find one with a manual gearbox; M235i's stiff ride; sizeable weight gain 


The Pick: In this guise, it's all about selfie sticks and top-down shots so grab the 228i 

220i 

$54,990 

L4T 

2.0 

135 270 

A8 1530 7.6 

- 

6.4 95 

R 

228i 

$68,900 

L4T 

2.0 

180 350 

A8 1555 6.0 

- 

6.6 95 

R 

M235i 

$85,800 

L6T 

3.0 

240 450 

A8 1620 5.0 

- 

7.9 95 

R 


Mini in a moo-moo 


' 0 One of the more athletic front-drive hatches on sale; BMW cabin quality, fit and finish 
[X)Late-to-the party B-Class rival doesn't feel like a BMW; packaging feels compromised 


The Pick: Turbodiesel makes the most sense, but we're 

yet to sample the three-pot petrol 

218i 

$44,400 

L3T 

1.5 

100 220 

A6 1360 9.2 


5.2 95 


218d 

$47,800 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 330 

A8 1410 8.9 


4.2 D 

10/14 

225i 

$54,900 

L4T 

2.0 

170 350 

A8 1430 6.6 


6.1 95 

10/14 


Carbon-chassied electric wunderkind 
0 Stunning design ; instant torque delivers grunty performance; our reigning COTY winner 
[ElOnly seats four, with a similarly compact boot; road noise; entry price 
The Pick: Don't bother with the range extender, you'll rarely need it. Go full EV instead 


$63,900 


125 250 A1 1195 7.2 


09/13 R 


Range Extender 


$69,900 L2H 125 250 A1 1315 7.9 0.6 95 01/15 R 

Getting there, but still not all 3 
i 0 Brilliant turbo fours and six; superb smooth-road handling ; new M3's wonderful agility 
‘ [ElBase 316i keeps standard suspension which is floaty; remote standard steering 
The Pick: 328i, now with extra gear and 19s, or the magnificent M3 


316i 

$53,800 

L4T 

1.6 100 220 

M6 

- 

9.2 - 

6.2 

95 

52 


R 

316i 

$53,800 

L4T 

1.6 100 220 

A6 

1385 

9.2 - 

5.9 

95 

53 


R 1 

320i 

$61,500 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 

1400 

7.3 - 

6.3 

95 

56 


R 

318d Touring 

$63,900 

L4TD 

2.0 105 320 

A8 

1475 

9.2 - 

4.7 

D 

54 


R 

320i Touring 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 

1465 

7.5 - 

5.6 

95 

54 

10/12 

R 

320d 

$63,800 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 

A8 

1420 

7.5 - 

4.6 

D 

57 

02/12 

R 


$70,400 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1430 6.2 14.3 6.4 95 55 12/14 



THE new C-Class has prompted BMW to throw 
more equipment at its 3 Series line-up. All now 
come with head-up display, lane- departure 
warning, reversing camera and pedestrian 
warning with light braking function. And all 
but the base 316i get adaptive dampers and 
lOmm-lower suspension (hooray!). Prices rise 
on most models by about $1000, although 
the 335i, Active Hybrid 3 and M3 dodge the 
increases. The 3 GT is now cheaper, narrowing 
the price gap to the 3 Series Touring to $2100. 
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Showroom 




Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resaie 

issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

328i Touring 

" $73,800 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1520 

6.0 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 


R 

335i 

$93,900 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1510 

5.2 

13.4 

7.9 

95 

52 

09/12 

R 

ActiveHybrid 3 

$100,200 

L6TH 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1655 

5.3 

- 

5.9 

95 

51 


R 

M3 

$156,900 

L6TT 

3.0 

317 

550 

M6 

1520 

4.3 

- 

8.8 

98 



R 


3.0 317 550 S7 1560 4.1 

Two-door 3 becomes 4 


08/14 R 



E Wide stance and adaptive dampers make 4 Series a proper driver's car - especially M4! 
El Electric steering doesn’t feel fluent in Sport mode; styling has lost some elegance 

The Pick: The excellent 428i is the sweet spot, but the firecracker M4 is dynamic genius 

420i 

$69,500 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 A8 

1465 

7.3 

- 

6.3 95 51 

R 

420d 

$72,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 A8 

1465 

7.3 

- 

4.6 D 53 

R 

428i 

$80,500 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 A8 

1470 

5.8 

/4./ 

6.4 95 54 

05/14 R 

435i 

$108,500 

L6T 

3.0 225 400 A8 

1525 

5.1 

- 

7.4 95 53 

09/13 R 

M4 

$166,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 550 M6 

1497 

4.3 

- 

8.8 98 

11/14 R 

M4 

$166,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 550 S7 

1537 

5.0 

13.0 

8.3 98 

09/14 R 



420i 

420d 

428i 

435i 


Liftback practicality; slick drivetrains; frameless doors; Audi A5-smashing dynamics 
(Ht Neither coupe-ish enough to be cool, or elegant enough to be beautiful 
The Pick: At just $500 than the two-door and kitted to the hilt, a 428i makes some sense 

$70,000 L4T 2.0 135 270 A8 1480 7.6 6.1 95 R 

$72,300 L4TD 2.0 135 380 A8 1510 7.5 


4.6 D 


$81,000 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1580 6.0 


6.4 95 


08/14 R 



$109,000 L6T 


4 Series Conv 


10 225 400 A8 1575 5^ 

Inherits coupe's dynamism 


08/14 R 


420d 

428i 

435i 

M4 Convertible 
M4 Convertible 


IZf Elegant rear deck enhances styling ; as quiet as the coupe; velvety petrol drivetrains 
Much heavier than the coupe, to the detriment of performance; small rear seat 
The Pick: 428i has everything most people could ever need, except for the 435i's six-pot 

$88,800 L4TD 2.0 135 380 A8 1690 8.2 4.8 D R 

$97,500 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1700 6.4 6.7 95 R 


$126,600 L6T 3.0 225 400 A8 1750 5.5 


7.7 95 


03/14 R 



320i 

320d 

328i 


$178,430 L6TT 3.0 317 550 M6 1750 4.6 - 9.1 98 ^ 

$178,430 L6TT 3 .0 317 550 S7 1790 4.4 - 8.7 98 11/14 R 

2 crosses over 

Riding on a 3 Series platform, but with a higher driving position and a stack more space 
[El It’s not what you’d call classically good looking, though at least it isn’t an SUV 
The Pick: The top-spec 328i - it’s much faster, yet barely any thirstier than the 3201 

$67,000 ~L4T 2.0 135 270" A8 - 1.9 - 6.2 95 60 R 


$69,300 L4TD 2.0 135 380 A8 


7.9 


4.9 D 63 


I $75,900 ^4T 2.0 180 350 A8 - 6.1 - 6.5 95 61 09/13 R 


Now with added maturity 



E Looks good in the metal; folding hard-top offers security; keen standard chassis 

[HI A Boxster is comprehensively better than the top models, which are heavy and ride firmly 


The Pick: Base turbo petrol with small wheels - 1 

the most pure and best-value Z4 


sDrive20i 

$79,900 L4T 2.0 

135 

270 

A8 1395 

6.9 

- 

6.8 

95 

54 


R 

sDrive28i 

$89,900 L4T 2.0 

180 

350 

A8 1400 

5.5 

- 

6.8 

95 

54 

02/12 

R 

sDrive35i 

$119,545 L6TT 3.0 

250 

450 

57 1525 

5.4 

13.6 

9.0 

95 

55 ' 

10/12 

R 



Not the leader it once was 

El Excellent drivetrains; nicely finished cabin; MS’s borderline-scary performance 
[El Standard suspension offers a startling lack of composure; MS too heavy and uninvolving 
The Pick: S28i a slick all-rounder; SSOi is a jet, but not worth the extra over S3Si/S3Sd 


520i 


$79,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 

1610 

8.0 

- 

6.7 

95 

58 


R 

520d 


$82,400 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A8 

1625 

8.1 

- 

5.2 

D 

61 


R 

520d Touring 

$90,900 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A8 

1715 

8.3 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 


R 

528i 


$97,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1620 

7.3 

15.4 

6.5 

95 

59 

08/12 

R 

535i 


$116,900 

L6T 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1700 

6.1 

14.3 

7.6 

95 

56 

08/10 

R 

535i Touring 

$122,900 

L6T 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1770 

5.9 

- 

7.9 

98 

55 


R 

ActiveHybrid 5 

$120,400 

L6TH 

3.0 210 450 

A8 

1925 

5.9 

- 

6.4 

98 

52 

11/12 

R 

535d 


$121,900 

L6TTD 

3.0 230 630 

A8 

1725 

5.5 

- 

6.1 

D 

55 

05/11 

R 

550i 


$159,900 

V8TT 

4.4 330 650 

A8 

1830 

4.6 

- 

- 

95 

51 


R 

M5 


$229,900 

V8TT 

4.4 423 680 

57 

1870 

4.4 

12.2 

9.9 

98 

49 

10/14 

R 



Badged 5, based on 7 









E Typically outstanding BMW drivetrains; spacious, flexible and comfortable interior 

El Love it or hate it styling ; feels big and cumbersome around town 

The Pick: 535i offers Club Class rear legroom for $1 K over sedan, but doesn’t drive as well 

520d 


$93,900 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 

A8 

1875 

8.9 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 


R 

530d 


$108,900 

L6TD 

3.0 190 560 

A8 

1940 

6.2 

- 

5.8 

D 

56 


R 

535i 


$117,900 

L6T 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1940 

6.3 

- 

8.2 

95 

56 


R 


6 Series Coupe 


640i 

650i 

M6 


Swings with drivers 

El 640i boasts one of the world’s greatest six-cylinder engines; improved styling 
[x] Not a car for driving enthusiasts, but the bigger boot will fit more drivers 
The Pick: Turbo-six is so good it renders the twin-turbo V8 almost irrelevant 

$177,800 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1660 5.3 ' - 7.8 95 56 

$231,800 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 1770 4.6 - 8.9 95 50 03/12 R 


$292,500 V8TT 4.4 412 680 S7 1850 4.2 - 9.9 98 47 



640i 

650i 

M6 


6 Series Conv 


Six in drop-top form 

E Shark-nosed presence, plush cabin, and superb engines combine beautifully 
[x] Dull dynamics will disappoint drivers; zero rear legroom will disappoint passengers 
The Pick: Why has the V8 been muted? Peachy six now the default pick 

$193,800 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1840 5.5 = T9 98 56 


$247,800 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 1940 4.6 


9.2 98 50 08/11 R 


$308,500 V8TT 4.4 412 680 S7 1980 4.3 - 10.3 95 47 













LEAP OF FAITH ^ ^ TEST OF FAITH 

Better than the movie it ■ ni 1 10 It still can’t drive itself like 
debuted in and, particularly Smith’s Audi in the 

with an open-gate manual, movie did... but, that may 

more of a collector’s item. well be its next trick. 


Audi R8 

Ingolstadt rediscovers vehicle dynamics 


as if Audi would actually release 
something that amazing-looking. 

But build it they did, and its 
very existence lifted the world’s 
appreciation for the brand no 
end. Merc (SLS) and BMW (i8) 
have since paid it the ultimate 
compliment by joining the 
supercar club as well. 

Perhaps the cleverest thing 
Audi did with the R8, though, and 
another way it broke the mould 
entirely, was borrowing a proper, 
rip-snorting VIO engine from its 
sister company, supercar legend 
Lamborghini. The 5.2 FSI quattro 
was unveiled in December 
2008, and for the first time it 
combined Germanic perfection 
and exactitude with a soulful and 
superb Italian heart. 

The R8 e-tron could even be 
said to have followed in its 
mould-breaking footsteps. 


I’LL never forget laughing right in 
the face of a lovely Audi PR lady 
after they'd taken us to see Will 
Smith’s I, Robot (not a biopic about 
his acting ability, sadly). 

We’d been dragged along to 
enjoy the few minutes of footage 
featuring a futuristic and 
fantastic-looking Audi, and when 
we asked why they’d bothered 
she told us - straight-faced - that 
we were getting a preview look at 
one of their new cars. 

I think a little bit of spit came 
out and hit her in the face, which 
is embarrassing, but really, 
how was I to know that Audi 
had already designed the R8 by 
then (2004), and would go on to 
actually sell it in 2007? 

Germans don’t - or didn’t - 
make supercars. Only Italians 
and some mad Nordics go in for 
that kind of business, so it wasn’t 
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6 Series Gran Coup 



9 (ZI Sexier than a 5 Series; better to drive than a 7 Series 






- 

H [x] still not as dynamic as a BMW should be; poorly packaged rear sei 

at 





The Pick: The six is lovely, but $68K premium over a 535i makes it questionable value 


640i 

$184,445 L6T 

3.0 235 450 

A8 

- 

5.4 

7.8 

98 

56 


R 

640d 

$184,800 L6TTD 

3.0 230 630 

A8 

1885 

5.4 

5.7 

D 

55 


R 

650i 

$238,800 V8TT 

4.4 330 650 

A8 

1945 

5.2 

132 8.9 

98 

50 

02/13 

R 

M6 

$299,500 V8TT 

4.4 412 680 

A8 

- 

4.2 

9.9 

98 

46 

- 

R 


4 7 Series 

Close, but no Presidential cigar 






^ Economy of 730d ; awesome V12, palatial cabin and pneumatic suspension of 760Li 
^ [^Dynamics not for drivers; resale scary for owners; ride too inconsistent for passenge 

rs 


The Pick: Too lacking in character to covet, but the 750i with every dynamic option works 

730d 

$206,200 L6TD 

3.0 190 560 

A6 

1840 

6.1 

5.6 

D 

48 

02/10 

R 

740i 

$212,275 L6TT 

3.0 235 450 

A6 

1825 

5.7 

7.9 

95 

43 


R 

740Li 

$227,275 L6TT 

3.0 235 450 

A6 

1845 

5.7 

7.9 

95 

43 


R 

750i 

$282,930 V8TT 

4.4 330 650 

A6 

1945 

5.2 

8.6 

95 

41 


R 

750Li 

$299,630 V8TT 

4.4 300 600 

A6 

1960 

5.3 

8.6 

95 

40 


R 

760Li 

$391,175 V12TT 

6.0 400 750 

A8 

2175 

4.6 

13.4 

95 

44 


R 

ActiveHybrid7 

$223,100 L6TT 

3.0 235 450 

A8 

1970 

5.7 

6.8 

95 

42 


R 

ActiveHybrid 7L 

$238,100 L6TT 

3.0 235 450 

A8 

1995 

5.7 

6.8 

95 

42 


R 



Hybrid performance hero _ 

Head-turning styling; scissor doors; throaty three-cylinder sound; potent performance 
[ZlTwice the price of an M4; undignified entry and egress; purists will shit-can the three-pot 
The Pick: If you're in IT, is there any other choice? 


$299,000 L3TH 1.5 266 570 A6 1485 4.4 - 2.1 95 


11/14 



Favours driving over packaging 


sDrivelSd 
sDrive 20i 
xDrive20d 
xDrive28i 


xDrive20i 
xDrive 20d 
xDrive28i 
xDriveSOd 


0 Brilliant steering and handling; car-like driving position; great for people without kid 
[EIToo small for families; average ride comfort; gutsy 23d no longer availble 

The Pick: Excellent N20 turbo-petrol fours, especially the rapid xDrive28i 

Is 

$46,300 

L4TD 2.0 105 320 

A8 1495 

9.9 - 5.0 

D 60 



$48,300 

L4T 2.0 135 270 

A8 1510 

7.7 - 6.7 

95 60 


R 

$56,900 

L4TD 2.0 135 380 

A8 1575 

8.1 - 5.5 

D 61 


A 

$59,900 

L4T 2.0 180 350 

A8 1595 

6.5 - 7.3 

95 61 

06/11 

A 

ax3 

H Exorcises the sins of the original 




1 IZ! Superb optional vario-ratio steering and pointy dynamics; 28i and 30d are fast, yet frugal 

1 [S] Styling as bland as the standard cabin is basic; manuals special-order; petrol six gone 
The Pick: The 30d torque-monster. Or, more likely, a Range Rover Evoque 

$60,900 

L4T 2.0 135 270 

A8 1720 

8.6 - 7.5 

95 


A 

$64,400 

L4TD 2.0 140 400 

A8 1725 

8.1 - 5.2 

D 


A 

$73,400 

L4T 2.0 180 350 

A8 1740 

6.7 - 7.5 

95 


A 

$77,400 

L6TD 3.0 190 560 

A8 1800 

6.2 - 6.0 

D 


A 



X6's prettier baby sister 


(21 Less bulk than gross X6 makes X4 a more socially acceptable coupe-SUV thingy 
(HI Deserves the 180kW turbo-four; cheaper X3 more practical; 4 Series coupe is sexier 
The Pick: Probably the 30d, seeing it weighs the same as the 35i but is much more frugal 



$69,900 L4T 2.0 135 270 A8 1735 8.1 


7.2 95 


$73,400 

L4TD 2.0 140 400 

A8 1745 

8.0 

5.2 

D 


A 

$83,900 

L6TD 3.0 190 560 

58 1820 

5.8 

5.9 

D 


A 

$87,900 

L6T 3.0 225 400 

58 1815 

5.5 

8.3 

95 

09/14 

A 

Mum's SUV goes large 

1 (Z Huge cabin with room for seven; excellent drivetrains and handling; mega M50d 

1 (H) Clearly styled for Americans; dead steering; third row seats unconvincing; feels heavy 
The Pick: That’ll be the xDrive30d with its smoother, punchier, more economical diesel six 

$83,900 

L4TD 2.0 168 450 

A8 1995 

8.2 

5.8 

D 

63 

06/14 

R 

$88,900 

L4TD 2.0 168 450 

A8 2040 

8.2 

6 

D 

63 


A 

$99,900 

L6TD 3.0 190 560 

A8 2070 

6.5 

14.7 6.2 

D 

63 

01/15 

A 

$106,900 

L6T 3.0 225 400 

A8 2030 

6.5 

8.5 

95 

63 


A 

$115,900 

L6TD 3.0 230 630 

A8 2110 

5.9 

6.2 

D 

63 


A 

$133,900 

V8TT 4.4 330 650 

A8 2175 

5.0 

10.5 

95 

63 


A 

$147,900 

L6TTTD3.0 280 740 

A8 2190 

5.3 

6.7 

D 

63 


A 


185,900 V8TT 


4.4 423 750 A8 2275 4.2 - 11.1 95 

Decently executed, shame about the idea 



n Staggering on-road ability; muscular engines; slightly less repulsive than the old one 

K ID Big, heavy and dubious in concept; agitated ride of M50d; hideous steering 


The Pick: If you really have to, the beaut-sounding 50i with an 

M Performance bodykit 

xDrive30d 

$115,400 

L6TD 

3.0 190 560 

A8 2065 

6.7 - 

6.0 D 62 

A 

xDrive 50i 

$151,600 

V8TT 

4.4 330 650 

A8 2170 

4.8 - 

9.7 98 62 

A 

M50d 

$157,900 

L6TTTD 

3.0 280 740 

A8 2185 

5.2 - 

6.6 D 62 

A 



$194,700 V8TT 4.4 423 750 A8 2265 4.2 


Caterham 


lyr/20, 000km 
www.caterhamcars.com.au 


The joy of simplicity 

(21 Ridiculously fast and fun ; unassisted steering a joy at speed; smokes GT3s at track days 
[X] Quality and reliability doubts; unforgiving ride; noABS; heavy steering; tight cabin 
The Pick: Superlight is Oz’s quickest new ’car’ under $100K. If it’s not raining, that is 


Roadsport SV120 
Roadsport SV175 
CSR175 
Seven 485 


$62,700 L4 1.6 85 155 M5 590 6.0 - 6.5 95 60 


$79,97^ 

$86,650 


L4 


2.0 127 177 
' 2.0 127 177 


M5 

M6 


600 

625’ 


4.9 - 

5.0 - 


7.7 

7.7 


95 60 
95" 60 


$108,990 L4 2.0 127 206 

1 34 ^ wheelsmag.com.au 


M6 600 3.9 - 7.7 95 60 



Chery 


3yr/100,000km 

www.cherymotors.com.au 


Not a guality choice 


(21 A surprisingly decent-looking small hatch for light-hatch money; six airbags standard 
EHlFrankly, the J3 is not cheap enough given its poor build quality and thirsty engine 
^ The Pick: None. A Honda Jazz is roomier, identically priced and leagues better 


$14,990* 

L4 1.6 

93 

160 

M5 1350 


8.3 

91 49 


F 

$16,990* 

L4 1.6 

93 

160 

C 1350 


8.7 

91 48 


F 

J11 

1 Mid-sized SUV for small-hatch money | 


[Zl Metal for money equation; drive-away pricing ; looks a bit like an old Toyota RAV4 
[HlLooks a bit like an old Toyota RAV4; performs like 4WDs from 20 years ago 
' The Pick: Bzzzt, again. Smart money buys a second-hand Subaru Forester or Outback 


$19,990* L4 1.6 

93 

160 

M5 1343 - 

- 

7.4 91 46 


F 

$21,990* L4 1.6 

93 

160 

C 1375 - 

- 

8.6 91 45 


F 



Chrysler 


3yr/100,000km 

www.chrysler.com.au 


Reprised (and re-priced) Yank sedan 



(^ Shock - new 300 steers and rides (on standard 18s) well, and the Pentastar 3 
[^Outmoded five-soeed auto in diesel and SRT8; not a dvnamic match for Hold 

.6 is a gem 
en’s VF 



^ The Pick: Petrol over the diesel, though SRT8 is 

lots of car and character for the money 

Limited 


$43,000 

V6 

3.6 210 340 

A8 

1801 

7.0 

- 

9.4 

91 

57 

09/12 R . 

Limited 


$48,000 

V6TD 

3.0 176 550 

A5 

1963 

7.8 

- 

7.1 

D 

57 

R 

C 


$46,500 

V6 

3.6 210 340 

A8 

1801 

7.0 

- 

9.4 

91 

57 

R 

C 


$51,500 

V6TD 

3.0 176 550 

A5 

1963 

7.8 

- 

7.1 

D 

57 

R 

S 


$47,500 

V6 

3.6 210 340 

A8 

1879 

7.0 

- 

9.4 

91 

57 

R 

C Luxury 


$51,000 

V6 

3.6 210 340 

A8 

1897 

7.0 

- 

9.4 

91 

56 

R 

C Luxury 


$56,000 

V6TD 

3.0 176 550 

A5 

2042 

7.8 

- 

7.1 

D 

55 

09/12 R 

SRT8 Core 


$56,000 

V8 

6.4 347 631 

A5 

1983 

4.9 

- 

13.0 

98 

56 

R 

SRT8Cr Satin Vap'r 

$56,000 

V8 

6.4 347 631 

A5 

1983 

4.9 

- 

13.0 

98 

56 

R 

SRT8 


$66,000 

V8 

6.4 347 631 

A5 

2012 

4.8 

12.9 

13.0 

98 

56 

10/12 R 






^ All you’ll probably ever want in an MPV: seven-seat space, practical features and torque 
[x] Average dynamics; bland image; sluggish performance; doesn’t feel like$58-78K worth 



The Pick: Fake your disappearance before surfacing in Spain as a farmhand called Pancho 

2.8 CRD LX 


$57,500 

L4TD 

2.8 120 360 

A6 

2100 

12.8 

- 

8.4 

D 

55 

F 

2.8 CRD Limited 

$77,500 

L4TD 

2.8 120 360 

A6 

2100 

12.8 

- 

8.4 

D 

55 

F 



Citroen 


6yr/unlimited 

www.citroen.com.au 


Pretty, but passive 


Delightful 1.2 triple; neatly styled French cuteness; fish-bowl vision ; step-into cabin 
(xjHideous four-speed auto is a boat anchor; no 1.6 manual for Oz; should be cheaper 
The Pick: Definitely the 1.2 manual, though we can think of better ways to spend $20K 


$19,990 L3 

1.2 

60 

118 

M5 1050 

12.3 

- 

4.5 95 

51 


F 

$22,990 L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 1164 

10.9 

- 

6.6 95 

51 


F 

$25,990 L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 1164 

10.9 

- 

6.6 95 

50 


F 

[DS3 

r Citroen finds form 

(^ Brilliantly anti-retro styling; peppy turbo four; 

1 [^DStyle’s standard four-speed auto; road noise 
The Pick: DSport is the only choice, but what we 

excellent handling; impressive ride quality 

; Racing Edition isn’t for Oz 

really want is a Racing Edition. Please? 

$27,740 L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 1164 

10.9 

- 

7.0 95 

52 


F 

$29,740 L4T 

1.6 

115 

240 

M6 1165 

7.7 

15.7 

6.7 95 

51 

03/11 

F 



DS3 Cabriolet 


Rooflessly French 


0 Fold back roof retains the DS3’s cool lines and retracts at up to 120km/h 
(^When folded back the roof blocks the driver’s rear vision 
« The Pick: The extra grunt and manual gearbox makes the DSport the one to buy 


$30,990 L4 1.6 88 160 A4 1208 


6.7 95 52 


$32,990 L4T 


1.6 115 240 M6 1231 

French vanilla 


5.9 95 52 


Seduction 
Seduction 
Seduction eHDi 



DStyle 
DStyleHDi 
DSport 
DSport 
DSport HDi 


1 (Z Frugal engines, decent handling, pleasant ride. Corolla-style pricing 
[ [HlLacks the dynamic cohesion of Focus and Golf, and where’s the visual character? 

The Pick: Seduction HDi offers more torque and thrift than similarly priced Japanese rivals 

$23,990 L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

M5 1280 

10.8 

- 

6.3 

95 

44 


F 

$25,990 L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 1345 

12.5 

- 

7.0 


44 


F 

$28,990 L4TD 

1.6 

82 

270 

S6 1365 

11.2 

- 

4.4 

D 

44 


F 

1 DS4 

Raised to be a hot-hatch 

1 0 Lifts C4’s presence and ride height; turbo petrol fours are great engines 

1 ^Steering and handling aren’t to DS3 (or Golf) standards; awful single-clutch gearbox 
The Pick: The DSport. Or for the sensible, a Golf GTI. Definitely not the slow eHdi 


$34,990 

L4T 

1.6 

120 

240 

A6 1284 

8.6 

- 

7.7 

95 

62 


F 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

'340 

A6 1300 

12.4 

17.8 

5.7 

'd 

60 


F 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 

120 

240 

A6 


7.7 

95 

60 


F 

$39,490 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

275 

M6 1316 

8.5 

15.8 

6.4 

95 

60 

10/12 

F 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

'340 

A6 - 



5.7 

'd 

58 


F 


























— NEW T- 
,/ ARRIVALS ^ 


New models 
\ for the month - 
highlighted 


Showroom 



Not as impressive as it looks 


0 Looks terrific; styiish cabin; superb wafting comfort 

[SD Doesn’t cope weii with sharp-edged imperfections at iow speed ; odd eiectric steering 
The Pick: Cheaper pricing means C5 now rivais Japanese mid-sizers 


Exclusive $45,190 

L4TD 2.0 

120 340 A6 

1658 10.0 

- 

7.1 

D 

43 


F 

Exclusive Tourer wgn $47,190 

L4TD 2.0 

120 340 A6 

1695 10.2 



7.1 

D 

45 


F 


Eccentricity returns! 


■ Etf] Looks fantastic in the metal; high-quality cabin with rich leather and cool instrumeni 
; (El Coupe-hatch styling affects rear headroom, and boot space isn’t great either 

The Pick: We haven’t driven one locally, but overseas reports are promising 

ts 

$48,990 L4T 1.6 

115 240 A6 

7.3 95 51 


F 

$51,990 L4TD 2.0 

120 340 A6 

6.1 D 51 


F 



Part hatch, part SUV, MPV genes 
Quirky styie; functionai and elegant interior; impressive fuel efficiency; fine dynamics 
[El Fairly pricey for what is effectively a spacious hatchback; will people get it? 

' The Pick: See below if you want a kid carrier, though this five-seater has Tardis-like room _ 

$40,990 L4T 1.6 121 240 A6 1310 9.3 - 5.6 95 44 04/15 F 

Pregnant supermodel 

Head-turning style; space-age cabin; cracker diesel; sharp dynamics; six-year warranty 
(El Essentially a five-plus two - back row only for adults under 180cm; seven-up boot space 
- The Pick: This stunning new-generation Citroen MPV over any of the turgid alternatives 

$44,990 L4TD 2.0 110 370 A6 1440 10.2 - 4.5 D 44 05/14 F 




Dodge 


Journey 


3yr/10 0,0 00km 
www.dodge.com.au 


Cross-bred MPV/SUV 


1 G3 Cabin offers seven seats, lots of clever storage; punchy, throaty new Pentastar V6 

1 [E3 Poor quality of cabin plastics and finish; non-existent dynamics 

The Pick: Attractive on-paper; much less so on the road. Buy a Ford Territory 


$32,500 

V6 3.6 

206 342 A6 

1942 

10.4 

91 

56 


F 

$36,500 

V6 3.6 

206 342 A6 

1942 

10.4 

91 

57 


F 



Ferrari 


3yr/unlimited 

www.ferrariworld.com 


Turbo charger 



0 More exciting, more engaging, more Ferrari; first Ferrari turbo a ripper 
(El Roofless cruising carries a weight penalty; not as sharp as other Ferraris 
' The Pick: One model fits all, now delivers what a Ferrari GT should 


$409,888 V8T 3.9 

415 755 .S7 J730 _3.6_ 

- 13.1 

98 


08/14 R 


Epic noise and dynamics set the current-day supercar standard 
_CEI Purists will lament the absence of an open-gate manual ; McLaren 650S ultimately quicker 
The Pick: Toss a coin between this and a McLaren. Heads buys the Ferrarj 

$526,950 V8 4.5 425 540 $7 1525 3.4 - 13.3 98 60 12/11 R 


Speciale 



$550,000 V8 4.5 445 540 57 1395 3.0 - 11.8 98 60 R 

■■ Italia with a shaved scalp 
Less tin on top allows more Italian horses into the cabin 
(El Gouge-tastic cost of equipment that should be standard, like the $7K reversing camera! 

• The Pick: Spider is insanely good, but there’s even greater driving purity in the stiffer Italia 

$590,000 V8 4.5 419 540 $7 1^ 3.4 - 11.8 98 61 


Speciale Aperta $635,000 


11.8 98 61 02/15 R 



4.5 445 540 57 1445 3.0 

All-four for all seasons 
0 612 replacement offers a superb combination of speed, balance and comfort 
(El A face only a Hyundai designer could love; tail-out heroics toned down 
The Pick: Drivers will pick this smaller four-seat GT over a same-price Mulsanne or Ghost 

$625,000 V12 6.3 486 683 S7 1880 3.7 - 15.4 95 53 06/11 A 

It's Robbo's favourite car 

0 New-age Ferrari flagship integrates tech and old-school emotion, with free servicing! 

\E\ We’re being picky but the steering wheel is too fussy; Ferrari isn’t doing long-term loans 
The Pick: F12 trounced Lamborghini’s Aventador in our exclusive compare 

$690,745 V12 6.3 545 690 57 1630 3.1 ^ 14.9 95 45 12/14 ~ 


Fiat 


3yr/100,000km 

www.fiat.com.au 


New line-up for 500 

0 Updated with new TFT screen ; all non-Abarth prices are drive-away ; S model’s verve 
Driving position itoo high; ‘Dualogic’ robotised ’box is appalling, cabin lacks storage 
• The Pick: Fiesty 50 0 S s ix-sp^ d m anual f or its c ombin ation o f sport s an d com fort 

$17,000*' L4 1.2 51 102 M5 905 12.9 - 5.1 95 F 


$18,500* L4 


1.2 51 102 55 940 12.9 


$20,000* L4 


1.4 74 131 M6 970 10.5 


$21,500* L4 1.4 74 131 55 980 10.5 


Pop 
Pop 
5 
5 

Lounge 

Abarth Turismo 
Abarth Turismo 

Abarth Competizione$36,500 L4T 1.4 118 230 M5 1035 7.4 


10/14 


5.8 95 


$23,000* L2T 0.9 63 145 55 980 11.0 


$33,500 L4T 1.4 118 230 M5 1035 7.4 


$35,500 L4T 1.4 118 230 55 1070 7.6 


5.3 98 


10/14 


Abarth Competizione$38,500 L4T 1.4 118 230 55 1070 7.6 



■if ■' ■ ^ ■ 

Porsche Boxster 

A bit off the top, please 


ALTHOUGH Porsche had a sneaky 
habit of bringing us occasional 
girly looking, essentially soft cars 
before the Boxster was launched 
in 1996 - think the 914 and 924 - 
this was the car that effectively 
saved the teetering company 
from folding. 

You could thank the Coxster - 
just one of its cruel nicknames, 
but not as common as “poor 
man’s Porsche” - for turning the 
Stuttgart-based former sports 
car company into the SUV-selling 
giant it is today. 

Sure, the original Boxster (it’s 
a clever mix of “boxer”, as in 
engine, and “roadster”) took 
7.6sec to get to lOOkm/h using its 
appalling yet innovative Tiptronic 
gearbox, and next to a 911 it was 
about as soft as a cup of Milo 
next to a block of chocolate, but it 


sure did part a lot of hairdressers 
from their hard-earned. 

And plenty of people with 
less-chatty jobs, too, because it 
suddenly made the Porsche badge 
seem almost attainable, at least 
to the kind of people who were 
well off, if not quite 911-rich. 

Critics at the time said it was 
cheapening the brand and was 
the death of the company’s 
purist creed, but the fact was 
that, while softer than a proper 
Porsche, it was still pretty bloody 
fabulous to drive. A Boxster won 
Motor’s PCOTY in 1997. 

There’s nothing girly about the 
latest and greatest 981 version 
of the Boxster; it’s just plain 
wonderful. We can also thank 
the Boxster for giving birth to the 
Cayman, which is wonderful with 
sugar on top. 


LEAP OF FAITH ... -T -. TEST OF FAITH 

Brought Porsche ownership ni NO ■- Put Porsche back towards 

to more bankers (or profitability and thus further 

something that sounds like model experimentation, 

that) than ever before. And the Cayenne. 
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The lid peels off this one 


Pop 

S 

Lounge 

Abarth Compet. 
Abarth Compet. 

Igp 


Pop 

Easy 

Easy 

Lounge 

Trekking 


Pop 

Pop 

Easy 

Lounge 


1 Essentially a 500 with a massive (easy to use) sunroof, but well-priced for a cabriolet 

E] Paying nearly $4000 to put the 500’s roof down, and the body flex when you do 

The Pick: The new Sport model, which is now cheaper than the base Cabrio used to be 

$21,000 

_L4 

1.2 51 102 

S6 

945 

12.9 

- 

5.0 

95 


F 

$24,000 

L4 

1.4 74 131 

S5 

1010 

10.5 


5.8 

95 


F 

$25,500 

L2T 

0.9 63 145 

S5 

970 

11.0 

- 

3.9 

98 


F 

$39,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 230 

M5 

1085 

7.4 

- 

5.4 

98 


F 

$41,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 230 

S5 

1085 

7.6 

- 

5.3 

98 


F 


An Italian favourite 



^ Interesting and individual design; fun to drive; perky 1.2 Fire and charming 1.3 diesel 
[El Too expensive for what it is; choppy ride; frustrating Dualogic gearbox; Twin Air’s vibes 
The Pick: At $16,500 driveaway, the base Pop has its appeal. But we like the Trekking too 

$16,500 

L4 

1.2 

51 

102 

M5 

950 

14.2 

- 

5.2 

91 

55 


F 

$19,000 

L2T 

0.9 

63 

145 

M5 

985 

11.2 


4.2 

95 

54 

12/13 

F 

$20,500 

L2T 

0.9 

63 

145 

S5 

985 

11.5 

- 

4.1 

95 

54 


F 

$22,500 

L2T 

0.9 

63 ' 

145 

$5 

990 

11.5 

- 

4.1 

95 

54 


F 

$24,000 

L4TD 

1.3 

55 

190 

M5 

1040 

13.2 


4.2 

D 

54 


F 

1 Punto 

1 Old, but has its charm | 

^ Comfortable, roomy, torquey, economical, customisable; Pop manual is a fine city c< 
I [x] Crappo Dualogic ’box; base Pop gets old Punto dash; where’s the 99kW 1.4 Multiair? 
The Pick: Pop manual is a likeable, old-school, pizza-delivery kind of city runabout 

it 

$15,900 

L4 

1.4 

57 

j15 

M5 

1024 

13.2 

- 

5.7 

91 

49 

12/13 

~T~ 

$17,400 

L4 

1.4 

57 

115 

S5 

1039 

13.2 

- 

5.4 

91 

47 


F 

$19,300 

L4 

1.4 

57 

J15 

S5 

1050 

13.2 

- 

5.4 

91 

47 


F 

$21,800 

L4 

1.4 

57 

115 

S5 

1050 

13.2 

- 

5.4 

91 

45 


F 



Fiat's first SUV (sort of...) 


Urban 

Lounge 

Urban 

Crossroad 



E Chrysler know-how means parent company Fiat gets to have its own MPV/SUV 
[El Brilliant value, but needs to be considering its Dodge Journey DNA 

The Pick: The base model version with its standard features is great value for money 

$27,000 

L4 2.4 125 220 

A6 

1874 

- 

- 

9.8 

91 

51 

F 

$29,000 

L4 2.4 125 220 

A6 

1874 

- 

- 

9.8 

91 

50 

F 

$32,000 

L4 2.4 125 220 

A6 

1874 



9.8 

91 

49 

F 

$33,000 

L4TD 2.0 125 350 

M6 

1874 

11.0 

- 

6.3 

D 

49 

F 

$36,500 

V6 3.6 206 342 

A6 

1820 



10.4 

91 


F 


Ford 


3yr/100,000km 

www.ford.com.au 


Fiesta 


The driver's light hatch 


^ Superb handling - especially ST; great steering; new dual-clutch is a gem; ST is a legend 
[Kl Lacks the space and versatility of Jazz, and the cabin class of just about every rival 
The Pick: Rorty-sounding, brilliant-handling ST is sensational - both for ability and value 


Ambiente 

$15,825 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

M5 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

68 


F 

Ambiente 

$17,825 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

S6 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

66 


F 

Trend 

$17,825 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

M5 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

66 


F 

Trend 

$19,790 

L4 

1.5 

82 

140 

S6 

1128 

11.3 

18.1 

5.8 

91 

64 

03/15 

F 

Sport 

$20,525 

L3T 

1.0 

92 

170 

M5 

1127 

10.3 

17.3 

4.9 

91 

63 

07/14 

F 

Sport 

$22,525 

L3T 

1.0 

92 

170 

S6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

63 


F 

ST 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 

134 

240 

M6 

1197 

7.0 

14.9 

6.2 

95 

63 

02/14 

F 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 


Focus 

1 

New engines coming 







E steering and handling exceiience; roomy, strong body; torquey turbo-diesei; warbiy ST 
[HJBoth atmo petrois iack torque; too heavy; Thai-buiit car inferior to 2012 German version 

The Pick: Duai-ciutch Trend with 2.0-iitre GDI four is respectabie vaiue 

Ambiente hatch 

Ambiente hatch 

Ambiente sedan 

Ambiente sedan 

Trend hatch 

Trend hatch 

Trend TDCi hatch 

Trend sedan 

Trend TDCi sedan 
Sport hatch 

Sport hatch 

Sport TDCi hatch 
Titanium hatch 

Titanium TDCi hatch 

Titanium sedan 
Titanium TDCi sedan 

ST 

$20,290 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

M5 

1311 - 

- 

6.2 

95 

54 

02/12 

F 

$22,590 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

S6 

1339 - 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 


F 

$20,290 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

M5 

1311 - 

- 

6.2 

95 

54 


F 

$22,590 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

56 

1339 - 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 


F 

$22,290 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

M5 

1348 8.3 

16.3 

7.2 

95 

55 

12/13 

F 

$24,490 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1382 - 

- 

6.6 

95 

55 


F 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1495 - 

- 

5.5 

D 

53 


F 

$24,590 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1382 - 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 

02/12 

F 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1501 - 

- 

5.5 

D 

53 


F 

$25,890 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

M5 

1368 - 

- 

7.2 

95 

54 

02/12 

F 

$28,190 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1401 - 

- 

6.6 

95 

53 


F 

$31,690 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1515 - 

- 

5.5 

D 

53 


F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1435 8.9 

16.5 

6.6 

95 

54 

12/11 

F 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1537 8.8 

16.5 

5.5 

D 

54 

10/11 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

56 

1436 - 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 


F 

1 $36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1543 - 

~ 

5.5 

D 

54 


F 

$38,290 

L4T 

2.0 

184 

360 

M6 

- 


7.4 

98 

55 

12/12 

F 


1 Mondeo 

I As roomy as Camry, but miles better to drive | 


E steering and handiing top-notch; gutsy 2.0 Ecoboost petroi and turbo-diesei fours 
\E\ Performance of base 2.3-iitre biunted by hefty weight; average interior quaiity 
• The Pick: Zetec is superb vaiue; almost-as-torquey 2.0 petroi more refined than 2.0 diesei 

LX hatch 

LX wagon 

LX TDCi hatch 

LX TDCi wagon 

Zetec Ecoboost htch 

Zetec TDCi hatch 
Zetec TDCi wagon 
Titanium Ecoboost h 

Titanium TDCi hatch 
Titanium TDCi wgn 

$31,490 

L4 

2.3 

118 

208 

A6 

1532 9.5 

170 

9.5 

91 

49 

06/08 

F 

$33,340 

L4 

2.3 

118 

208 

A6 

1552 - 

- 

9.5 

91 

49 


F 

$35,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1505 - 

~ 

5.9 

D 

49 


F 

$37,340 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1612 - 


6.2 

D 

49 


F 

$37,740 

L4T 

2.0 

149 

300 

56 

1581 7.9 

15.6 

8.0 

95 

49 

03/12 

F 

$39,740 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1613 - 

- 

6.2 

D 

49 


F 

$41,240 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1636 - 

~ 

6.2 

D 

50 


F 

$44,990 

L4T 

2.0 

149 

300 

56 

1591 - 

- 

8.0 

95 

49 


F 

$46,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1638 - 

- 

6.2 

D 

49 


F 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

56 

1649 - 


6.2 

D 

50 


F 


I Falcon 

1 New threads and tech for ageing sedan 

E Polished ride and handling; quick turbo six; punchy turbo four; up-to-date muitimedk 
EEl Dated cabin; compromised driving position; new XRS's very firm ride 

The Pick: Regular XR6 has long been the best Falcon, though possibly a G6E Ecoboos 

\ 

t 

Ecoboost 

EcoLPi 

G6E 

G6E Ecoboost 

G6E EcoLPi 

G6E Turbo 

XR6 

XR6 

XR6 EcoLPi 

XR6 Turbo 

XR6 Turbo 

$35,900 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

1710 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

42 



$35,900 

L4T 

2.0 

179 

353 

A6 

1648 6.5 

14.5 

8.0 

91 

42 


R 

$38,400 

L6 

4.0 

198 

409 

A6 

1757 - 

- 

11.7 

L 

44 


R 

$40,110 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

1756 7.3 

15.3 

9.5 

91 

51 


R 

$40,110 

L4T 

2.0 

179 

353 

A6 

1706 6.8 

14.8 

8.7 

91 

51 

02/15 

R 

$42,610 

L6 

4.0 

198 

409 

A6 

1798 - 

- 

12.6 

L 

52 


R 

$46,550 

L6T 

4.0 

270 

533 

A6 

1789 5.1 

13.3 

11.7 

95 

52 


R 

$35,590 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

M6 

1728 - 

- 

11.1 

91 

63 


R 

$37,790 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

1749 7.2 

15.2 

9.5 

91 

55 


R 

$40,290 

L6 

4.0 

198 

409 

A6 

1780 - 

- 

12.6 

L 

57 


R 

$42,990 

L6T 

4.0 

270 

533 

M6 

1769 - 

- 

12.0 

95 

63 


R 

$45,190 

L6T 

4.0 

270 

533 

A6 

1779 5.2 

13.4 

11.7 

95 

55 


R 



A MOVING 

EXHRHGe 

WHEELS iPAD APP, NOW 
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Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc. 
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Honda'S liacK 


















NEW 



Showroom 


XR8 

XR8 



EcoLPI 

XR6 

XR6 EcoLPI 
XR6 Turbo 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torgue 

Kerb 0-100 

Trans, weight km/h 

0-400 Fuei 
metres cons. RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested 

Drive 

$52,490 

V8S 

5.0 335 570 

M6 1858 - 

13.6 95 

63 


$54,690 

V8S 

5.0 335 570 

A6 1861 5.2 

13.3 13.7 95 

59 01/15 

R 

J Falcon ute 

■ Falcon gets uted, for the last time 



1 Same front end as sedan means accurate steering and decent turn-in ; muscular engines 

1 [HI Leaf-sprung rear end lacks grip on broken surfaces, compromises chassis balance 

The Pick: Base model is a fine workhorse. Turbo six can overpower the chassis 

$29,790 

L6 

4.0 195 391 

A6 1611 - 

91 

52 

R 

$32,290 

L6 

4.0 198 409 

A6 1678 - 

L 

52 

R 

$32,640 

L6 

4.0 195 391 

A6 1611 - 

91 

57 

R 

$35,140 

L6 

4.0 198 409 

A6 1672 - 

L 

54 

R 

$39,810 

L6T 

4.0 270 533 

A6 1816 5.5 

13.6 - 95 

59 07/11 

R 


EcoSport 


Fiesta in a leotard 


Ambiente 

Ambiente 

Trend 

Trend 

Titanium 

Titanium 


1 IZI Brilliant 1.0-litre turbo triple; impressive steering and handling; compact size; Fiesta DNA 

I [El Low-grade interior plastics; ugly spare wheel placement; gutless 1.5-litre; average tyres 
The Pick: The 1.0-litre manuai - smooth, characterful and effortless ... unlike the atmo 1.5 

$20,790 

L4 

1.5 82 140 

M5 1242 

13.3 

- 

6.5 

95 

57 

F 

$22,790 

L4 

1.5 82 140 

S6 1267 

14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 

57 

F 

$22,290 

L3 

1.0 92 170 

M5 1275 

12.7 

- 

5.7 

95 

57 

F 

$24,290 

L4 

1.5 82 140 

S6 1276 

14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 

57 

F 

$25,790 

L3 

1.0 92 170 

M5 1280 

12.9 

18.5 

5.7 

95 

56 

01/14 

F 

$27,790 

L4 

1.5 82 140 

S6 1289 

14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 

55 

02/14 

F 


Fresh engines bring renewed zing 



[Z] Upholds Ford’s great reputation for handling and steering; room; presence; value 
[x] No manual on AWD versions; average rear seat; not as frugal as some rivals 

The Pick: New 2.0 turbo petrol is a winner and makes it one of the better performing SUVs 

Ambiente FWD 

$27,490 

L4T 

1.5 110 

240 

M6 

1558 

- 

- 

6.3 

95 

59 


F 

Ambiente FWD 

$28,990 

L4T 

1.5 134 

240 

A6 

1595 

- 

- 

7.2 

95 

58 


F 

Ambiente AWD 

$31,490 

L4T 

1.5 134 

240 

A6 

1667 

- 

- 

7.4 

95 

58 


A 

Trend 

$36,490 

L4T 

2.0 178 

345 

A6 

1700 

- 

- 

8.8 

95 

58 


A 

Trend 

$38,490 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

400 

S6 

1749 

- 

- 

5.5 

D 

58 


A 

Titanium 

$44,990 

L4T 

2.0 178 

345 

A6 

1732 

- 

- 

8.8 

95 

57 


A 

Titanium 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.0 134 

400 

S6 

1782 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

57 


A 



Territory 


Great design is timeless 


TXRWD 
TXRWDTDCi 
TXAWDTDCi 
TSRWD 
TSRWDTDCi 
TSAWDTDCi 
Titanium RWD 
Titanium RWD TDCi 
Titanium AWD TDCi 



" ^ Diesel economy; petrol punch ; slick Titanium variant makes the most of its fresh styling 
[EItdV6 is an old engine; new electric steering lacks feel; hard, unappealing cabin plastics 
The Pick: Pragmatic TX is a family-car bargain, but suave Titanium is the most alluring 

$36,990 

L6 

4.0 195 391 

A6 

1967 

- 

- 

10.2 

91 

54 

06/11 

R 

$40,240 

V6TD 

2.7 140 440 

A6 

2021 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

54 


R 

$45,240 

V6TD 

2.7 140 440 

A6 

2107 

- 

- 

8.8 

D 

54 


A 

$41,740 

L6 

4.0 195 391 

A6 

2011 

- 

- 

10.5 

91 

56 


R 

$44,990 

V6TD 

2.7 140 440 

A6 

2072 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

55 

12/11 

R 

$49,990 

V6TD 

2.7 140 440 

A6 

2144 

- 

- 

9.0 

D 

55 

02/15 

A 

$48,490 

L6 

4.0 195 391 

A6 

2047 

- 

- 

10.5 

91 

55 

10/11 

R 

i $51,741 

V6TD 

2.7 140 440 

A6 

2109 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

55 


R 

i $56,740 

V6TD 

2.7 140 440 

A6 

2167 



9.0 

D 

55 

05/11 

A 


Great Wall 


3yr/100,000km 

www.greatwallmotors.com.au 


Pricing wall smashed 


X240 

X200 

X200 



Great pricing for a mid-sized SUV; torquey turbo-diesel tries to shift ali that weight... 
(x) ... but acceleration could be measured with an egg timer; refinement well below par 
The Pick: The diesel manual. Or just about any second-hand Japanese SUV 


$23,990* 

L4 

2.4 

100 

200 

M5 

1805 

- 

- 

10.3 

95 

45 


A 

$27,990* 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

310 

M6 

1890 

- 

- 

7.6 

D 

45 


A 

$29,990* 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

310 

A5 

1890 



9.2 

D 

44 


A 


3yr/10 0,0 00km 
www.holden.com.au 


Holden 


Barina Spark 


::,:^Cute, but clueless 

Cute styling will appeal to young women; frugal 1.2; ESC and six airbags standard 
[HI Neither a hot performer or a great handler; plasticky interior; oversized headlights 
The Pick: A three-cylinder Nissan Micra is miles better, as is a regular Barina 


$12,890 L4 


1.2 59 107 M5 967 12.4 18.7 5.6 91 62 04/11 


$15,090 

L4 

1.2 63 113 

A4 

981 

- 


- 

91 

60 


F 

1 Barina 

H ^ 

Styled by an Aussie 







Keen pricing, with alloys and cruise control standard; sharp styling; decent handling 

El Wheezy Family One engine: short-geared manual: unsettled ride; RS auto calibration 

The Pick: Much-improved over the iast model, but Barina remains an also-ran, not a leader 

$15,390 

L4 

1.6 85 155 

M5 

1193 

11.1 

17.8 

6.8 

91 

58 

11/11 

F 

$17,590 

L4 

1.6 85 155 

A6 

1249 

12.4 

18.6 

7.3 

91 

58 

03/15 

F 

$15,890 

L4 

1.6 85 155 

M5 

1208 

- 

- 

- 

91 

58 


F 

$18,090 

L4 

1.6 85 155 

A6 

1223 

13.1 

18.9 

9.5 

91 

58 

10/14 

F 

$20,090 

L4 

1.6 85 155 

A6 

1220 

- 

- 

- 

91 

57 


F 

$20,590 

L4 

1.6 85 155 

A6 

1235 

- 

- 

- 

91 

56 


F 

$21,390 

L4T 

1.4 103 200 

M6 

1249 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

56 

01/14 

F 

$23,590 

L4T 

1.4 103 200 

A6 

1275 



6.5 

91 

54 

01/14 

F 



Toyota RAV4 

The ongoing search for intelligent lifestyle 


TOYOTA may be seen as a 
slightly bland yet massively 
successful car company, but it 
has made bold moves in the 
past, like actually bringing the 
Prius to market. 

Mostly, however, it has made 
smart moves. Like looking at the 
Suzuki Vitara, a compact SUV 
first launched way back in 1988, 
and realising that, if they made 
a vehicle the same size but less 
focused on actually going off- 
road, they’d have a phenomenon 
on their hands. 

The result was the RAV4, 
launched in 1994 and generally 
acknowledged as the first 
‘crossover’ SUV, or soft-roader. 
Just look at how many rivals 
it has now, from the Nissan 
Qashqai to the Subaru Forester, 


and you can see what a profound 
effect it has had on the market. 

Toyota was smart enough to 
realise that jacking up a Corolla 
and putting some serious-looking 
plastic cladding on its flanks 
could be enough to open up a 
whole new market. 

RAV4 stands for Recreational 
Activity Vehicle with 4-wheel 
drive. But part of its genius was 
that it was also offered with 
front- wheel drive, making the 
supposedly off-road tech an 
option you didn’t have to pay 
for if you knew damn well you’d 
never use it. 

The RAV4 has grown, and 
grown less ugly, over the years, 
but its longevity is another 
marker of what a stand-out 
vehicle it has been. 


LEAP OF FAITH 

- ^ TEST OF FAITH 

High driving position and ■ 

PLUS world’s soft SUVs 

illusion of ruggedness ta 

rilMllfi^ exist because of the 

makes it extremely popular i 

RAV4. Could we have lived 

with female buyers. 

without them? Yes. 
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Equipel.8 sedan 
Equipe 1.8 sedan 
Equipe1.8 hatch 
Equipe 1.8 hatch 
CDX sedan 
SRi sedan 
SRi sedan 
SRi hatch 
SRi hatch 
SRi-V sedan 
SR-V sedan 
SRi-V hatch 
SRi-V hatch 
CD Sportwagon 
CDX Sportwagon 


Price 

type 

Eng 


Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 


Fuef 


% 

1= 


[ Cruze 


Built (mostly) by Aussies, mate 





E Simplified range for 2015; excellent handling of SRi and SRi-V models; impressive 
refinement; well-damped ride; value for money; decent boot; roomier than most rivals 

Harsh 1.8 petrol needs euthanising; cheap cabin; weight and thirst; ungainly new front 

The Pick: SRi manual or auto - both are good value and feature winning dynamics 

$19,890 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

M5 

1380 

- 

7.0 

91 

54 


F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

1402 

- 

7.4 

91 

53 


F 

$19,890 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

M5 

1391 

- 

7.0 

91 

54 


F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

1415 

- 

7.4 

91 

53 


F 

$24,840 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

1409 

- 

7.0 

91 

54 


F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

M6 

1450 

- 

7.4 

91 

55 


F 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

A6 

1479 

- 

7.9 

91 

54 


F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

M6 

1460 

- 

7.4 

91 

55 


F 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

A6 

1488 

- 

7.9 

91 

54 


F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

M6 

1465 

- 

7.4 

91 

53 


F 

$29,340 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

A6 

1493 

- 

7.9 

91 

53 


' F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

M6 

1474 

8.3 15.8 

7.4 

91 

53 

11/14 

F 

$29,240 

L4T 

1.6 

132 

230 

A6 

1503 

8.6 16.2 

7.9 

91 

53 


F 

$24,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

54 


F 

$26,840 

L4 

1.8 

104 

176 

A6 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

52 


F 



E Surprisingly pleasant ride and handling, good seats, big boot, sweet petrol drivetrain 
(H) Diesel a bit gruff, weight hampers performance and economy, horrible auto tip-shift 

The Pick: All are decent value, but the diesel is arguably the pick for its grunt and frugality 

CD 

$28,890 

L4 

2.4 

123 

225 A6 

1583 

10.2 

- 

8.0 

91 50 F 

CD 

$32,890 

L4TD 

2.0 

117 

350 A6 

1659 

9.9 

- 

6.4 

91 50 08/13 F 

CDX 

$32,390 

L4 

2.4 

123 

225 A6 

1610 

9.2 

16.6 

8.0 

91 50 08/13 F 

CDX 

$36,390 

L4TD 

2.0 

117 

350 A6 

1684 

9.9 

- 

6.5 

91 49 F 


VF Commodore 


Space, polish, panache 



E Benchmark ride/handling/steering; cabin space and class; Redline scores shift paddles 
[x] Evoke still looks like an austerity model ; wagons don’t get sedan’s aluminium bootlid 

The Pick: SS-V manual sedan, or the cracking Redline, or the brilliant-value Calais 

Evoke 

$35,490 

V6 

3.0 

185 290 

A6 

1622 

8.1 

15.9 

8.3 

91 

51 

07/13 

R 

Evoke LPG 

$37,990 

V6 

3.6 

180 320 

A6 

1704 

- 

- 

11.5 

L 

51 


R 

Evoke Sportwagon 

$37,490 

V6 

3.0 

185 290 

A6 

1717 

- 

- 

8.6 

91 

53 


R 

Evoke S'wgn LPG 

$39,990 

V6 

3.6 

180 320 

A6 

1800 

- 

- 

11.8 

L 

53 


R 

SV6 

$36,790 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

M6 

1688 

- 

- 

9.0 

91 

61 


R 

SV6 

$38,990 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1685 

- 

- 

9.0 

91 

55 


R 

SV6 Sportwagon 

$40,990 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1776 

6.9 

15.0 

9.3 

91 

57 

04/14 

R 

SS 

$42,990 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 

1729 

- 

- 

11.5 

91 

60 


R 

SS 

$45,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1744 

- 

- 

11.5 

91 

55 

07/13 

R 

SS Sportwagon 

$47,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1849 

- 

- 

12.2 

91 

56 

10/14 

R 

SSV 

$46,490 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 

1745 

- 

- 

11.5 

91 

61 


R 

SSV 

$48,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1754 

- 

- 

11.5 

91 

56 


R 

SSVRedline 

$52,490 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 

1766 

- 

- 

11.8 

91 

65 

09/13 

R 

SSVRedline 

$54,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1780 

5.7 

13.8 

11.8 

91 

60 

01/15 

R 

SS V Sportwagon 

$50,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1849 

- 

- 

11.7 

91 

57 


R 

SS V Redline S'wgn 

$56,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1851 

- 

- 

11.8 

91 

61 


R 

Calais 

$40,790 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1702 

7.1 

15.1 

9.0 

91 

50 

02/15 

R 

Calais Sportwagon 

$42,790 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1798 

- 

- 

9.3 

91 

50 


R 

Calais V 

$47,990 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1730 

- 

- 

9.0 

91 

51 


R 

Calais V 

$53,990 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1778 

5.6 

14.1 

11.7 

91 

51 

07/13 

R 

Calais V Sportwagon $49,990 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1808 

- 

- 

9.3 

91 

51 


R 

Calais V Sportwagon $55,990 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1866 

- 

- 

11.7 

91 

51 

07/13 

R 



E For what purports to be a commercial vehicle, the way it drives is exceptional 
[x]Tradies are turning towards cab-chassis utes, not this true-blue, truly talented steed 

The Pick: Anything with an ’S’ at the front - all of them are sports cars with massive boots 

Evoke 

$33,490 V6 

3.6 

210 

350 A6 

1656 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

57 

R 

SV6 

$33,490 V6 

3.6 

210 

350 M6 

1680 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

72 07/13 

R 

SV6 

$35,690 V6 

3.6 

210 

350 A6 

1681 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

62 

R 

SS 

$39,490 V8 

6.0 

270 

530 M6 

1720 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

66 

R 

SS 

$41,690 V8 

6.0 

260 

517 A6 

1733 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

58 

R 

SSV 

$42,990 V8 

6.0 

270 

530 M6 

1736 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

67 07/13 

R 

SSV 

$45,190 V8 

6.0 

260 

517 A6 

1749 - 

- 

11.5 

91 

59 

R 

SSVRedline 

$48,990 V8 

6.0 

270 

530 M6 

1739 - 

- 

11.8 

91 

65 

R 

SSVRedline 

$51,190 V8 

6.0 

260 

517 A6 

1753 - 

- 

11.8 

91 

57 

R 


JBw Same outside, fresh inside 






121 Tough elegance; great new interior; V8 brawn and burbie; incredibie vaiue for money 
[x] Badge snobs won’t iike it; measure your garage before buying this 5.2-metre behemoth 
The Pick: Refreshed Caprice V is a terrific sports-iuxury iimousine 



3.6 180 320 A6 1816 - 


9.3 91 43 


6.0 260 517 A6 185_^ - - 11.7 91 43 R 

Smart but expensive 
E Worthwhile eiectric (and petroi) range; admirabie efficiency; superb ride and refinement 
fxl Expensive; interior not $60K worth; economy figure not great when driven on petroi 
The Pick: Priced to compete with 320d and A4 1 .8T, but Voit doesn’t feei as premium 

$59,990 1.4 111 370 Al 172^ 9^2 16.7 1.2 91 43 10/12 



LS 

LS 

LTZ 

LTZ 


Price 

type 

Eng 


Torque 

t™. X. 

0-400 

Fuef 

% 



|Trax 


Trax marks the spot 






E Neatly packaged and styled; steering and handling; excellent auto; valuator money 
[MlHemmed-in rear seat; daggy-looking LS; 1.8’s raucous manners; LTZ’s awful vinyl trim 
The Pick: Considering its vastly superior engine, the LTZ 1.4T, hopefully with a discount 

$23,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

175 

M5 1356 - 

- 

7.0 91 

52 

10/13 

F 

$26,190 

L4 

1.8 

103 

175 

A6 1371 - 


7.6 91 

51 


F 

$28,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

175 

A6 1371 11.4 

18.0 

7.6 91 

51 

01/14 

F 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

200 

A6 1421 9.3 

16.7 

6.9 91 

50 

05/15 

F 


Compact price, not-so-compact size 



|i E Attractive Euro styling; decent smooth-road handling; reasonably roomy; cheap pricing 

1 EHlFour-pot petrol and diesel are both noisy; dated cabin ; choppy ride; lifeless steering 
» The Pick: Captiva is cheap (literally), but also old and underdone. Choose a CX-5 or Kuga 

LT 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 

123 

230 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

53 


F 

LT 

$28,190 

L4 

2.4 

123 

230 

A6 

- 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

52 


F 

LT 

$32,690 

L4TD 

2.2 

135 

400 

A6 

- 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

52 


A 

LTZ 

$31,690 

L4 

2.4 

123 

230 

A6 

- 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

52 


F 

LTZ 

$35,690 

L4TD 

2.2 

135 

400 

A6 

- 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

52 


A 



Nip-tucked and even more affordable 



E Lots of metal for the money; nine years old but decent to look at; seven seats standard 
(HICommodore-derived 3.0 V6 is thrashy; can’t match a Territory for dynamics or comfort 

The Pick: LT diesel is affordable, torquey and well-equipped, but Captiva is way past it 

$30,490 

L4 

2.4 

123 

230 A6 - 

- 

- 

9.1 

91 

60 

05/11 

F 

$33,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

135 

400 A6 - 

- 

- 

7.6 

D 

60 

A 

$36,490 

V6 

3.0 

190 

288 A6 - 

- 

- 

10.1 

91 

59 

A 

$37,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

135 

400 A6 - 

- 

- 

8.5 

D 

59 

A 

$40,490 

V6 

3.0 

190 

288 A6 - 

- 

- 

10.1 

91 

59 

A 

$41,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

135 

400 A6 - 

- 

- 

8.5 

D 

59 

A 


Seven-seat grand-daddy space master 
0 Better value than almost identical blood brother, the Isuzu MU-X 
@Not as cohesive and polished as the slightly smaller Captiva 7, and doesn't drive as well 
The Pick: If you're space-chasing, the entry level LT has all you need in terms of kit 

$47,490 L4TD 2.8 147 500 A6 2170 9.2 D 60 A 


$50,990 L4TD 2.8 147 500 A6 2205 


HSV 


9.2 D 60 


3yr/100,000km 

www.hsv.com.au 


Australia's Next Top Model 



E Superb drivetrains, especially ballistic GTS; much-improved agility and interiors 
[x{Value improved, still expensive for a Commodore, but cheap compared to Euros 



The Pick: Either the Clubsport R8 or 

the bahnstorming GTS ... 

with either transmission 


Clubsport 

$61,990 

V8 

6.2 

317 550 

M6 

1755 

- 

- 

12.6 98 

66 

R 

Clubsport 

$64,490 

V8 

6.2 

317 550 

A6 

1773 

- 

- 

12.9 98 

60 

R 

Clubsport R8 

$73,290 

V8 

6.2 

340 570 

M6 

1764 

5.0 

13.2 

12.6 98 

68 

07/13 

R 

Clubsport R8 

$75,590 

V8 

6.2 

340 570 

A6 

1782 

- 

- 

12.9 98 

63 

R 

Clubsport R8 Tourer 

$76,490 

V8 

6.2 

340 570 

A6 

1852 

- 

- 

12.9 98 

63 

R 

Senator Signature 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 

340 570 

M6 

1795 

- 

- 

12.6 98 

63 

R 

Senator Signature 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 

340 570 

A6 

1813 

- 

- 

12.9 98 

60 

R 

GTS 

$94,490 

V8S 

6.2 

430 740 

M6 

1881 

4.7 

12.8 

98 

61 

09/13 

R 

GTS 

$96,990 

V8S 

6.2 

430 740 

A6 

1899 

4.5 

12.6 

18.5 98 

57 

10/14 

R 



The Stealth Gen-F 


E Gen-F Grange scores full-fat 340kW V8, top-spec interior and lastest MRC suspension 
[xlMisses out on the aluminium bonnet/bootlid of VF-based sedans; looks unchanged 
The Pick: Australia’s take on an AMG S-class is a much-altered car beneath its familiar skin 


$85,990 V8 6.2 340 570 A6 1838 


12.9 98 49 


Business up front, party out back 



L E Sleeker styling and extensive hardware upgrades make this one very premium ute 
^ IE]Hard tonneau cover still looks bulky, despite attempts to trim it down 

The Pick: There’s no mistaking this bad boy for an SS, but is it worth the extra $20K? 


$58,990 V8 

6.2 

317 

550 

M6 1753 

- 

- 

12.6 

98 

68 


R 

$61,490 V8 

6.2 

317 

550 

A6 1761 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

62 


R 

$69,990 V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

M6 1787 

- 

- 

12.6 

98 

68 


R 

$72,490 V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

A6 1795 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

63 


R 


Honda 


3yr/100,000km 

www.honda.com.au 


Lower price, greater class 


1 ^ Ripper entry price for all-new Jazz; polished interior; superb packaging flexibility 
■ f^Messy styling: vague steering; numb handling; value dissipates at the top end 

The Pick: Either the entry-level VTi or possibly the neatly equipped VTi-S CVT 

$14,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

M5 1048 - 

- 

6.2 91 

66 

F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

C 1053 10.2 

17.3 

5.8 91 

66 

03/15 

F 

$19,790 

L4 

1.5 

88 

'l45 

C 1095 - 

- 

5.8 91 

64 

F 

$22,490 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

C 1130 - 

- 

5.8 91 

63 

10/14 

F 

|[CitY 


Booted Jazz, re-booted 





1 E Riding on an all-new platform, new-gen City is far from the putrid drive we expected 
! IHlNot pretty, but it's better in the flesh; VTi-L's wheels introduce some ride harshness 

The Pick: VTi manual if you have to, though the CVT ain't too bad if you don't like cars 

$15,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

M5 1082 - 

- 

5.8 91 

64 


F 


138 ; wheelsmag.com.au 






















Showroom 


$17,990 L4 


1.5 88 145 C 1103 10.7 17J 5.7 91 63 10/14 F 


$21,390 L4 


18 14^ C W7 - 

The more things change ... 


5.7 91 61 08/14 F 



[Z] Price and equipment; keen 1.8-and2.0-litrefours; competent handling 

HH (HiSame-again styling; ordinary refinement; average steering and ride; already dated 



The Pick: Civic sedan easily outclassed by VW Golf or Mazda : 

3 




Vi 

$18,490 

L4 

1.8 103 174 

M5 

1210 

- 

- 

6.8 

91 

64 

F 

VTi 

$20,490 

L4 

1.8 103 174 

M5 

1210 

- 

- 

6.8 

91 

64 05/12 

F 

VTi 

$22,490 

L4 

1.8 103 174 

A5 

1222 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

62 05/12 

F 

VTi-L 

$23,990 

L4 

1.8 103 174 

A5 

1245 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

61 08/12 

F 

Sport 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 114 'I88 

A5 

1290 

- 

- 

7.5 

91 

61 05/12 

F 


Civic hatch . 


The Pommy Civic 



IZI Makeover brings dynamics upgrade; clever seating; impressive drivetrains 
(Hi Messy dash arrangement; range-wide price rises make rivals more attractive 

The Pick: DTi-S manual, though Focus, Mazda 3 and Golf are all superior 


VTi-S 

$21,650 

L4 

1.8 104 174 

M5 

1265 

- 

- 

6.4 

91 

F 

VTi-S 

$23,950 

L4 

1.8 104 174 

A5 

1302 

8.8 

16.5 

6.6 

91 

61 12/12 

F 

DTi-S 

$27,990 

L4TD 

1.6 88 300 

M6 

1373 

- 

- 

4.0 

D 

60 06/13 

F 

VTi-L 

$26,490 

L4 

1.8 104 174 

A5 

1318 

- 

- 

6.6 

91 

59 

F 

VTi-L Navigation 

$30,590 

L4 

1.8 104 174 

A5 

1325 



6.6 

91 

- 

F 


The car that can steer itseif (sort of) 


, A-: S* 

IZI Quite stylish for an Accord Seppo; very refined; available with clever self-driving tech 
[H] A car for those who begrudgingly drive; dated five-speed autos ; as boring as a white wall 
- The Pick: If you can handle the Accord's appallingly vague steering, a 1959 US Pontiac 

VTi 

$31,490 

L4 

2.4 129 225 

A5 1510 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

61 

07/13 

F 

VTi-S 

$33,490 

L4 

2.4 129 225 

A5 1530 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

57 


F 

VTi-L 

$41,490 

L4 

2.4 129 225 

A5 1572 

9.0 

16.5 

8.1 

91 

59 

08/13 

F 

V6L 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 206 339 

A6 1667 

- 

- 

9.2 

91 

57 

07/13 

F 


Best Honda currentiy on saie 




0 Smart styling; generous equipment; 'magic seat' packaging cleverness; decent dynamics 
IE] Limited range (no 4WD, no manual); flimsy luggage cover; anaesthetised steering 

The Pick: Entry-level VTi offers a tempting package for a tasty price 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 105 172 

C 

1328 

- 

- 


91 


04/15 

F 

$27,990 

L4 

1.8 105 172 

C 

1366 

- 

- 


91 



F 

$32,990 

L4 

1.8 105 172 

C 

1366 

10.2 

17.5 


91 


05/15 

F 

ICR-V 

■ 

Smaller outside, bigger inside 




N 

IZI Strong diesel; sweet petrol drivetrains; roomy cabin and cargo space; ciever design 
|[H] 2.0-litre trades flexibility for economy; dull dynamics; patchy ride; vague steering 
The Pick: Punchy DTi-S manual is good value, with far superior economy and AWD gri 

P 

$27,490 

L4 

2.0 114 190 

M6 

1460 

10.0 

- 

7.8 

91 

62 


F 

$29,790 

L4 

2.0 114 190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

62 


F 

$32,790 

lA 

2.4 140 222 

A5 

1580 

- 

- 

8.7 

91 

62 


A 

$33,290 

_U 

2.0 114 190 

A5 

1488 

- 

~ 

7.7 

91 

62 


F 

$36,290 

L4 

2.4 140 222 

A5 

1580 

- 

- 

8.7 

91 

62 


A 

$39,290 

_L4 

2.0 114 190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

62 


F 

$42,290 

_U 

2.4 140 222 

A5 

1580 

11.3 

17.9 

8.7 

91 

62 

08/14 

A 

$38,290 

L4 

2.2 110 350 

M6 

1664 

9.7 

- 

5.8 

D 

62 

03/14 

A 

$40,590 

L4 

2.2 110 350 

A5 

1723 

10.6 

- 

6.7 

D 

61 


A 

$45,340 

L4 

2.2 110 350 

A5 

1770 

10.6 

- 

6.9 

D 

61 


A 


Odyssey becomes a breeder bus 


Odyssey 


E Tall, ungainly new body makes Odyssey a true Tarago alternative; improved economy 
[x] Everything great about the old Odyssey no longer applies - this one's a van with seats 
The Pick: Besides a vasectomy, probably the VTi for its additional seat and lower price 

$37,610 [4 2.4 129 225 C 1776 - ^ T6 9 ] 04/14 F 


$46,040 L4 


2.4 129 225 C 1819 


7.8 91 


04/14 F 




- . 5yr/unlimited 

HVUriClSll www.hyundai.com.au 


Fills the gap left by Getz 
[Z] Neat styling; keen pricing; quality interior design; eager 1.4 with six-speed manual 
[x) Not a patch on Fiesta for steering and handling; 1.6 dropped to make room for Accent 
The Pick: 1.4 Active 3dr manuai because it's the cheapest, but you're better off elsewhere 


$15,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

M6 

1121 

5.3 

91 

61 11/12 F 

$17,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

A4 

1145 

5.3 

91 

61 F 

$16,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

M6 

1117 

5.3 

91 

60 11/12 F 

$18,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

A4 

1145 

5.3 

91 

60 F 

$17,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

M6 

1117 

5.3 

91 

61 F 

$19,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

A4 

1145 

5.3 

91 

61 F 



I ' Still foreign to keen drivers 


i 0 Space, equipment and pricing argue a strong case; Oz-only SR adds sporty flavour 
] [x] Sadly, gluggy steering and restless chassis dull the shine for drivers 

The Pick: Either the cheapest Active manual, or something else entirely ... like an i30 

$16,990 

L4 

1.6 

91 156 

M5 

1115 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

61 

F 

$18,990 

L4 

1.6 

91 156 

A4 

1140 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

61 

F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.6 

91 156 

M5 

1115 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

61 

F 

$18,990 

L4 

1.6 

91 156 

A4 

1140 

- 

- 

6.4 

91 

61 

F 

$18,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

M6 

1115 

9.0 

16.5 

6.1 

91 

60 

04/14 

F 

$20,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1140 

- 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 

F 

$20,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1140 

- 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 

F 



Fiat Multipla 


Never mind the quality, feel the width 


FORTUNATELY it was never sold 
here, because someone at Fiat 
was wise enough to realise it 
would have had a negative sales 
impact. Apparently just looking 
at the Multipla can make you feel 
unkind about the whole brand. 

The five-door Multipla didn’t 
so much break the MPV mould 
as melt it, but only a ‘lucky’ few 
people at Wheels have driven one. 

The two rows of three seats, so 
that the driver sits in a jolly trio 
up front, was an unusual way of 
tackling the space race, but this 
also made it look quite wide. 

What’s hard to understand is 
why the designers then decided 
to add some ‘flourishes’ that 
make the Multipla look like it was 
based on the kind of creatures 
only found at the bottom of 
oceanic trenches. 

Surprisingly, it did appeal to 
some aesthetes and was even 
put on display at the Museum of 


Modern Art in New York in 1999, 
but then that museum also once 
featured a woman sitting in a 
chair for 750 hours. 

Those who've been in a 
Multipla have actually been quite 
complimentary about how it 
drives, and how practical it is, but 
then being inside a Multipla is the 
best way to appreciate it, because 
you can’t see it from there. 

Italians loved the car, of course, 
because it’s a Fiat, and you’ll see 
plenty of them zipping around 
Rome, spoiling the views. 

Global dominance did not 
result, however, and the car’s 
quirky three-plus-three interior 
is also yet to be widely taken up 
by other brands as a common 
passenger configuration. 

Still, the fact that it managed 
to sell from 1998 to 2010 is 
proof that quite a lot of people 
genuinely don’t care what their 
car looks like. 


LEAP OF FAITH , _ _ TEST OF FAITH 

Very useful for taxis (though r.'pi Fiat stylists, take a bow. 

it’s uncomfortable to sit ^rLUu^ There really isn’t a single 
so close to the driver) and thing you could do to 

people with four children. uglier. 
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HYUNDAI - JAGUAR 




Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuef 

RON 

Resafe 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 


1 Elantra 

■ 

Series 2 more than a facelift 




1 


El Updated styling; 
[^Electric steering 

newfound handling balance and country-road composure; 
lacks feel; ride too firm in town; engine lacks character 

equipment 


• The Pick: The entry-level Active - it’ 

s the best-riding and the best value 




Active 

$20,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

1231 

- 

- 

6.6 

91 

56 

03/14 

F 

Active 

$23,240 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1249 

- 

- 

_73 

91 

57 


F 

SE 

$21,750 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

1231 

- 

- 

6.6 

91 

56 


F 

SE 

$24,000 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1249 

- 

- 

7A 

91 

57 


F 

Eiite 

$26,840 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1309 

- 


_73 

91 

56 


F 

Premium 

$30,490 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1309 

- 

- 

7.1 

91 

55 


F 


[i30 

■ 

Steering aside, it scores 




i 



E Excellent cabin finish and kit; handsome styling; EU-sourced wagon scores IRS 

1 Engines lack Golf’s sweetness; dynamics lack polish; electric steering sub-par 



The Pick: Entry diesei remains excellent value - 

i30 works best at base level 



Active 

$20,990 

L4 

1.8 

107 

175 

M6 

1329 

- 

- 

6.8 

91 

58 

07/12 

F 

Active 

$23,240 

L4 

1.8 

107 

175 

A6 

1240 

- 

- 

7.1 

91 

57 


F 

SE 

$19,990 

L4 

1.6 

98 

163 

M6 

1329 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 

60 


F 

SE 

$22,240 

L4 

1.6 

98 

163 

A6 

1240 

- 

- 

6.9 

91 

59 


F 

Active CRDi 

$23,590 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

M6 

1388 

- 

- 

4.5 

D 

57 


F 

Active CRDi 

$25,840 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

A6 

1410 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

56 


F 

SECRDi 

$24,350 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

M6 

1388 

- 

- 

4.5 

D 

60 


F 

SECRDi 

$26,600 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

A6 

1410 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

59 


F 

Eiite 

$24,590 

L4 

1.8 

107 

175 

M6 

1329 

9.1 

16.6 

6.8 

91 

58 

12/12 

F 

Eiite 

$26,840 

L4 

1.8 

107 

175 

A6 

1344 

- 

- 

7.1 

91 

58 


F 

Eiite CRDi 

$27,190 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

M6 

1388 

- 

- 

4.5 

D 

57 


F 

Eiite CRDi 

$29,440 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

A6 

1413 


- 

5.6 

D 

57 

07/12 

F 

Premium 

$30,490 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1344 

~ 

~ 

7.1 

91 

58 


F 

Premium CRDi 

$33,090 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

A6 

1413 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

58 


F 

SR 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

M6 

1285 

8.1 

15.7 

7.2 

91 

57 

11/14 

F 

SR 

$30,240 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

A6 

- 

8.6 

16.1 

7.5 

91 

57 


F 

Active Tourer 

$24,990 

L4 

1.6 

98 

163 

M6 

1366 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 

57 


F 

Active Tourer 

$27,240 

L4 

1.6 

98 

163 

A6 

1394 

- 


6.9 

91 

57 


F 

Active Tourer CRDi 

$27,590 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

M6 

1467 



4.6 

D 

57 


F 

Active Tourer CRDi 

$29,840 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

A6 

1503 

- 

- 

5.8 

D 

57 


F 

Eiite Tourer CRDi 

$33,440 

L4TD 

1.6 

94 

260 

A6 

1503 

- 


5.8 

D 

58 


F 


[140 

■ 


Easily the most convincing Hyundai 





E Mixes style and space with decent dynamics and effective drivetrains 
Steering is lifeless; ultimately not that quick; Premium’s ride quality, and its 

price 



The Pick: Mid-spec 

; Elite, but all are 

better than Camry and Liberty (and an i45) 


Active sedan 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 

130 

213 

M6 

1547 

- 

- 

6.8 

91 

56 



Active sedan 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0 

130 

213 

A6 

1567 

- 


7.5 

91 

56 


F 

Active Tourer 

$32,590 

L4 

2.0 

130 

213 

M6 

1420 

- 

- 

6.8 

91 

56 


F 

Active Tourer 

$33,990 

L4 

2.0 

130 

213 

A6 

1441 

- 

- 

7.5 

91 

56 


F 

Active sedan CRDi 

$32,590 

L4TD 

1.7 

100 

320 

M6 

1617 

- 


4.7 

D 

56 


F 

Active sedan CRDi 

$34,590 

L4TD 

1.7 

100 

320 

A6 

1637 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

56 


F 

Active Tourer CRDi 

$34,590 

L4TD 

1.7 

100 

330 

M6 

1495 

- 

- 

4.7 

D 

56 


F 

Active Tourer CRDi 

$36,590 

L4TD 

1.7 

100 

320 

A6 

1514 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

56 

01/12 

F 

Eiite sedan 

$36,990 

L4 

2.0 

130 

213 

A6 

1567 

- 


7.5 

91 

56 


F 

Eiite sedan CRDi 

$39,590 

L4TD 

1.7 

100 

320 

A6 

1626 

- 

- 

6.0 

D 

56 


F 

Eiite Tourer 

$38,990 

L4 

2.0 

130 

213 

A6 

1441 

9.9 

17.1 

7.7 

91 

56 

03/12 

F 

Eiite Tourer CRDi 

$41,590 

L4TD 

1.7 

100 

320 

A6 

1514 

- 

- 

6.0 

D 

56 


F 

Premium sedan 

$42,990 

L4 

2.0 

130 

213 

A6 

1567 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

- 


F 

Premium sed CRDi 

$45,590 

L4TD 

1.7 

100 

320 

A6 

1626 

- 

- 

6.0 

D 

- 


F 

Premium Tourer 

$44,990 

L4 

2.0 

130 

213 

A6 

1441 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

- 


F 

Premium Tour CRDi 

$47,590 

L4TD 

1.7 

100 

320 

A6 

1659 

■ 

■ 

6.0 

D 

■ 

01/12 

F 



SMARTER & 
EASIER 

With news, reviews, 
videos, image galleries 
and plenty more! 
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Competent, conservative 


Smart styling; excellent road manners; generous rear seat and boot space 
CHIWell-built cabin lacks sophistication; doesn't have the safety kit of some rivals; thirsty 
The Pick: Elite, which gets the turbo donk and a decent amount of kit 


$29,990 L4 2.4 138 241 A6 1500 


8.3 91 56 


$36,990 L4T 2.0 180 350 A6 1560 


9.2 91 56 04/15 F 


$41,990 L4T 2.0 180 350 A6 1645 


9.2 91 56 04/15 F 


Hyundai's first true luxury car 


EZ] Excellent quality; luxury levels of refinement; impressive ride/handling mix; cabin space 
[^Ageing V6 is thirsty and a bit thrashy; expensive option packs undermine its value 
The Pick: Either the base Genesis or the $71 K Sensory model with premium leather 


$60,000 V6 3.8 232 397 A8 1890 6.5 - 11.2 91 


12/14 


Sensory 

Ultimate 


$71,000 V6 3.8 232 397 A8 1890 6.5 - 


1.2 91 


12/14 


$82,000 V6 3.8 232 39 7 A8 1890 6.5 - j1^ ^ _ 12/14 F 

Brave two-plus-one-door coupe 

(Z] Innovative design, keen pricing, individual styling and Korea’s first-ever dual-clutcher 
[ElMiles below the steering and handling excellence of CR-Z and 86/BRZ; atmo 1 .6 struggles 
The Pick: Kids and fashionistas will love it. Enthusiasts will wish they shopped elsewhere 

$24,990 14 1.6 103 166 M6 1230 9.8 76.9 6.4 91 54 04/12 F 


$27,290 L4 1.6 103 166 S6 1255 


6.4 91 54 


$29,490 L4 1.6 103 166 M6 1230 


6.4 91 54 04/12 F 


$31,790 14 1.6 103 166 $6 1265 


6.4 91 54 


SR Turbo 
SR Turbo 


$32,990 L4T 1.6 150 265 M6 1307 6.5 14.6 6.8 91 56 03/13 F 


$35,290 L4T 1.6 150 265 A6 1327 


6.8 91 56 



Petrols now direct-injection 


El Sharp pricing; six-speed auto and excellent diesel; much-improved Oz-tuned chassis 
IHIUpdated styling can’t hide its significant age; ugly dashboard; overly firm ride 
The Pick: It has to be the CRDi oiler. But Kuga, Forester, Tiguan and CX-5 are better options 


Active 

Active 


$26,990 14 2.0 122 205 M5 1470 


8.2 91 63 04/10 F 


$29,190 14 2.0 122 205 A6 1485 


8.4 91 63 


SE 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 122 205 

M6 

1484 



8.2 

91 



F 

SECRDi 

$37,190 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 

A6 

1708 



7.2 

D 



A 

Elite 

$33,590 

L4 

2.0 122 205 

A6 

1485 

- 

- 

8.4 

91 

63 


F 

Elite 

$35,190 

L4 

2.4 136 240 

A6 

1585 

10.3 

17.3 

9.8 

91 

63 

08/14 

A 

Elite CRDi 

$38,590 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 

A6 

1706 

- 

- 

7.2 

D 

63 

06/12 

A 

Highlander 

$38,190 

L4 

2.4 136 240 

A6 

1585 

- 

- 

9.8 

91 

63 


F 

Highlander CRDi 

$40,990 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 

A6 

1706 

9.7 

16.8 

7.2 

D 

62 

05/10 

A 


Much better than expected 


E Roomy cabin with seven seats standard; carry-over diesel is a torque monster 
E^Petrol will struggle with Santa Fe's weight; top models are expensive 



^ The Pick: Active CRDi auto is strong value, but also consider a Territory TDCi 



Active 

$38,490 

L4 

2.4 141 242 

M6 

1834 

- 

- 

9.0 

91 

59 


A 

Active 

$40,990 

L4 

2.4 141 242 

A6 

1864 

- 

~ 

9.0 

91 

59 


A 

Active CRDi 

$41,490 

L4TD 

2.2 145 421 

M6 

1927 

- 

- 

6.6 

D 

60 


A 

Active CRDi 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 145 436 

A6 

1968 

- 

- 

7.3 

D 

60 

11/12 

A 

Elite CRDi 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.2 145 436 

A6 

1968 

- 


7.3 

D 

62 


A 

Highlander CRDi 

$53,240 

L4TD 

2.2 145 436 

A6 

1968 

10.0 

- 

7.3 

D 

63 

12/14 

A 



Value-packed eiqht-seater 


2.4 

2.5 CRDi 



2.0 GT 
2.0 S 

2.0 S Premium 
2.2d GT 
2.2dS 

2. 2d S Premium 
3.5hS 

3.5h S Premium 



GT Premium 
S Premium 
S Prem. Conv. 


^ E Keenly priced; plenty of fruit, including twin sliding side doors and rear parking sensors 

1 EElConcerns over crashworthiness and dynamics; suffice to say it’s an LCV with extra seats 
The Pick: It’s roomy, but it's a van. Citroen's slick Grand C4 Picasso is the same money! 

$37,290 L4 

2.4 129 228 

A4 

2128 

- 

10.6 

91 63 

R 

$41,490 L4TD 

2.5 

100 343 

M6 

2215 


8.1 

D 63 

R 

Infinit 

• 




4yr/120,000km 

iwww.mfiniticars.com.au 

SB50 

Shoots for Europe, and falls short 


E Thrusty and efficient V6 Hybrid drivetrain; slick build quality; plush seats; rarity 

1 Ellll-conceived electronic systems and steer-by-wire steering spell dynamic confusion 

The Pick: One of the new 2.0-litre turbo-petrol fours without all the crappo techno stuff 

$50,900 L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

7.3 

95 - 

R 

$56,900 L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

7.3 

95 - 

R 

$60,500 L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

7.3 

95 - 

11/14 R 

$51,900 L4TD 

2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

5.2 

D - 

R 

$57,900 L4TD 

2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

5.2 

D - 

R 

$61,900 L4TD 

2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

5.2 

D - 

R 

$67,900 V6H 

3.5 

268 546 

S7 

1775 

5.4 

13.7 6.8 

95 - 

12/14 R 

$73,400 V6H 

3.5 

268 546 

S7 

1853 

5.4 

7.2 

95 - 

A 

iq6o 

Fine looks, heritage, character 



E Coupe’s driver appeal; standard equipment; muscular V6; terrific seats; great vision 
[^Convertible’s wobbles and stiff ride; foot-operated park brake 

The Pick: GT Premium coupe delivers BMW-style thrills for considerably less 

$63,900 V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 

1670 

5.9 

10.5 

95 53 

03/12 R 

$69,900 V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 

1692 

6.1 

14.2 10.5 

95 53 

05/14 R 

$77,400 V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 

1866 

6.4 

11.4 

95 53 

03/12 R 
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Showroom 



GT 

GT 


Japan's 5 Ser ies? Not quite 
Pacey, efficient hybrid; interesting iooks; interesting handiing; superb cabin quaiity 
[HI Super-light and strangely geared steering ; Hyundai Genesis is a better luxury sedan 
The Pick: Rivals a Lexus GS but won’t touch a 5 Series or E-Class 

$68,900 V6 3.7 235 360 A7 1652 6.2 - 10.2 98 46 11/12 

$68,900 V6TD 3.0 175 550 A7 1776 6.9 - 1.5 D 46 


S Premium 

$78,900 

V6 3.7 235 360 

A7 

1702 

6.2 

- 

10.2 

98 

46 

R 

3.0dGT 

$70,900 

V6TD 3.0 175 550 

A7 

1776 

6.9 

- 

7.5 

D 

46 

R 

3.0d S Premium 

$80,900 

V6TD 3.0 175 550 

A7 

1826 

6.9 

- 

7.5 

D 

46 

R 

3.5h Premium 

$82,900 

V6H 3.5 225 350 

A7 

1785 

5.5 

- 

6.9 

98 

46 

R 


?jQX70 

H Show-stopping style 






M IZ Roomy, luxurious and powerful soft-roader; plenty of grip and grunt; unique appearance 
y [HI Cargo capacity and visibility suffer for its style; intrusive tyre roar drowns out the V8 


The Pick: Diesel for torque, V8 for grunt, any of them for QX’s stand- 

apart styling 

3.7 GT 

$75,900 

V6 3.7 235 360 

A7 

1893 

6.8 

- 

12.1 

98 

59 

11/12 A 

3.7 S 

$82,900 

V6 3.7 235 360 

A7 

1893 

6.8 

- 

12.1 

98 

59 

A 

3.7 S Premium 

$85,900 

V6 3.7 235 360 

A7 

1908 

6.8 


12.1 

98 

59 

A 

3.0dGT 

$77,900 

V6TD 3.0 175 550 

A7 

2036 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 

A 

3.0dS 

$84,900 

V6TD 3.0 175 550 

A7 

2036 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 

11/12 A 

3.0d S Premium 

$87,900 

V6TD 3.0 175 550 

A7 

2051 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 

A 

5.0 S Premium 

$104,400 

V8 5.0 287 500 

A7 

1992 

5.8 

- 

13.1 

98 

56 

A 


tsuzu 



Isuzu 


5yr/130,000km 

www.isuzuute.com.au 


Ute with a kid-friendiy boot 


(Zf Ready for adventure; big towing capacity; interior kitted out with family in mind 
^ Bulletproof Isuzu engine lacks Colorado 7's grunt; lumbering separate-chassis ride 
The Pick: Range-topper adds a roof-mounted DVD player, which will mute the kids 


$40,500 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2000 


8.2 D 60 


$42,000 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2000 


8.2 D 60 


$45,600 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2040 


$47,100 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2040 


8.4 D 61 


$53,500 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2060 


Jaguar 


3yr/100,000km 

www.jaguar.com.au 


As good as, or better than, the Germans 


2.0T Luxury 
2.0T Premium 
2.20 Luxury 
2.20 Premium Lux 
3.0 Luxury 

3.0 Premium Lux 

3.00 Luxury 
3.00 Premium Lux 
3.00 S 

3.00 S Portfolio 

XFR 

XFR-S 


Slick exterior and interior banishes ye olde feel ; lovely ride and handling ; superb XFR 
I [HI Coupe-like roofline reduces headroom; rear seat set too low; diesel four is laggy 
The Pick: New 2.0T and 2.2D are brilliant value. As is the rapid twin-turbo 3.0D S 

$68,900 L4T 2.0 177 340 A8 - 7.9 - 8.9 95 50 R 


$75,500 L4T 2.0 177 340 A8 


8.9 95 50 


$69,900 L4TD 2.2 147 450 A8 1745 8.5 


5.2 D 50 01/12 R 


$76,500 L4TD 2.2 147 450 A8 1745 9.3 16.8 5.2 D 50 08/12 R 


$95,650 V6$ 3.0 250 450 A8 1690 5.9 


9.8 95 50 


$112,650 V6$ 3.0 250 450 A8 1690 5.9 


$93,900 V6TTD 3.0 177 500 A8 1810 7.1 


6.0 D 50 


$102,900 V6TTD 3.0 177 500 A8 1810 7.1 


6.0 D 50 


$115,500 V6TTD 3.0 202 600 A8 1810 6.5 74.6 6.3 D 50 08/10 R 

$132,500 V6TTD 3.0 202 600 A8 1810 6.4 - 6.3 D 50 R 

$189,900 V8S 5.0 375 625 A8 1842 4.8 12.9 11.6 95 50 04/12 R 


$222,075 V8S 5.0 404 680 A8 1987 4.4 


98 - 09/13 R 



Flagship from British India 


Traffic-stopping presence; sharp dynamics; stunning cabin; not a pipe or slipper in sight 
nm LWB models are getting expensive, S/C models can get thirsty; low-speed ride on 20s 
The Pick: Price no object? It has to be the long-wheelbase, supercharged Supersport 


3.0D Premium Lux $198,800 V6TTD 3.0 202 600 A8 1775 6.4 - 


6.1 


48 


3.0D PremLuxLWB $198,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 600 

A8 

1825 

6.4 

- 

6.1 

D 

48 

- 

R 

3. OS Premium Lux 

$198,800 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

3.0S PremLuxLWB 

$198,800 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

1765 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

3. OS Portfolio 

$222,245 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

5.0S/GS'sportLWB $298,000 

V8S 

5.0 375 625 

A8 

1915 

4.9 

- 

11.6 

98 

47 

- 

R 

5.0 S/G XJR 

$298,000 

V8S 

5.0 404 680 

A8 

1880 

4.6 


11.6 

98 

48 

- 

R 


1303 


S~ The E-Type's true successor 






mam 

0 Looks stunning, drives superbly, sounds incredible and has an addictive feel-good factor 
[Hi All-aluminium construction, but a bit tubby compared to a Porsche; near-useless boot 
The Pick: The mid-level V6 S has the best balance; only real power junkies need the V8 S 

Goupe 

$119,470 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

M6 

1577 


- 

9.8 

95 



R 

Goupe 

$124,470 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

- 

5.3 

- 

8.8 

95 



R 

Gonvertible 

$138,170 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

M6 

- 


- 

9.8 

95 



R 

Gonvertible 

$143,170 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

1597 

5.3 

- 

9.0 

95 

54 


R 

V6 S Goupe 

$151,770 

V6S 

3.0 280 460 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

9.8 

95 



R 

V6 S Goupe 

$156,770 

V6S 

3.0 280 460 

A8 

- 

4.9 

- 

8.8 

95 



R 

V6S Gonvertible 

$175,470 

V6S 

3.0 280 460 

A8 

1614 

4.8 

13.1 

9.1 

95 

53 

11/13 

R 

V6SAWD Goupe 

$172,470 

V6S 

3.0 280 460 

A8 

1674 

- 

- 

8.9 

95 



A 

V8 R Goupe 

$226,970 

V8S 

5.0 404 680 

A8 

1650 

4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 


08/14 

R 

V8 R Gonvertible 

$245,670 

V8S 

5.0 404 680 

A8 

1665 

4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 



R 

V8RAWD Goupe 

$242,670 

V8S 

5.0 404 680 

A8 

1730 

4.1 

- 

11.3 

95 



A 

VBRAWDG'tible 

$261,370 

V8S 

5.0 404 680 

A8 

1745 

4.1 

- 

11.3 

95 



A 



LEAP OF FAITH , _ - TEST OF FAITH 

Japan takes on the ^ rLUu . Why has it taken so 
world, and gives it a r[T]||lM|f2v replace such an 

damn good fright. indispensable brand icon? 


Honda NSX 

Even better than a Ferrari 348. No, really 


THE Japanese, under- achievers 
that they are, contributed 
nothing to the world of 
Impressionist Art, and they’d 
probably argue that it was more 
of a European thing. But then the 
same could have been said for 
making exotic, alarmingly quick 
supercars, until Honda let off the 
rocket that was the NSX in 1990. 

It’s not just the fact that this 
low-slung, sexy, V6-powered 
Honda halo car was good for 
its time, either. Talk to anyone 
who’s driven one and they still 
get starry-eyed today over how 
fabulous it was to steer. This is 
because a Japanese company 
boldly chose, for the first time, 
to try and do what Eerrari was 
doing, but do it better, cheaper 
and with something called 
‘reliability’ built in. 

There were plenty of firsts for 
Honda, of course, like the cab- 
forward E16 jet-inspired design. 


an all-aluminium monocoque, 
electric power steering and 
electronic throttle control. 

What it did most brilliantly, 
however, was tap into Honda’s 
formula One credibility, to give 
it the kind of cool that a supercar 
needs to compete in Rich World. 

There was plenty of talk about 
Ayrton Senna’s involvement 
in the proving process; he 
reportedly asked them to 
stiffen the chassis after early 
tests, and was then given three 
NSXs to drive around and be 
photographed in after its launch. 

Sadly, even Honda hasn’t 
followed its own groundbreaking 
lead since the NSX stopped 
production in 2005. But a new 
one is finally on the way and 
should be on sale here next year, 
powered by a twin-turbo V6 
hybrid with a nine-speed twin- 
clutch transmission. It might just 
change the supercar rules again. 
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Jeep 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.jeep.com.au 


Eng 

Eng 

Kerb 0-100 

0-400 Fuel 

Resale 

Issue 


Price type 

size Power Torgue Trans. 

weight km/h 

metres cons. 

RON % 

tested 

Drive 

[ Patriot B 

^ Cheap ... and feels it 





1 ES Sharpened prices make it one of the cheapest SUVs in Oz; plenty of standard equipment 

1 W Cheapest Patriot is front-drive only; just four airbags 

; hard and cheap cabin plastics 


The Pick: Base Sport’s price is super-sharp 





$25,700 L4 

2.0 115 190 M5 

1490 - 

7.6 

91 60 


F 

$27,700 L4 

2.0 115 190 C 

1525 - 

8.2 

91 60 


F 

$34,000 L4 

2.4 125 220 C 

1570 11.3 

9.1 

91 60 

09/08 

A 


Compass 



MhH Patriot-based with mini-Grand Cherokee looks; well- 

specced; Limited’ 

s cranking audio 


j [SI Underwhelming engines; interior plastics; no turbo-diesel; sub-par dynamk 

:s 


The Pick: Limited for kit and soft-roadability; FWD Sport for urban warriors 


Sport 

$27,000 L4 

2.0 

115 220 M6 

1437 - 

7.6 

91 

51 

F 

Sport 

$29,000 L4 

2.0 

115 220 C 

1437 - 

8.3 

91 

51 

F 

North 

$31,000 ^4 

2.0 

115 220 A6 

1449 - 

8.3 

91 

51 

F 

Limited 

$35,500 T4 

2.4 

125 220 A6 

1522 11.3 

9.0 

91 

51 

A 


Wrangler 



RD Strong outputs of Pentastar V6 and CRD oiler; worthy for off-road enthusiasts... 

[S .-but not for driving (or quality) enthusiasts; loose steering and cumbersome handling 

The Pick: Sport if you frequent sand dunes; Rubicon if you want to climb Uluru 

Sport 2dr 

$33,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

M6 

1913 - 

11.2 

91 

64 


A 

Sport 2dr 

$35,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

1924 - 

11.3 

91 

64 


A _ 

Sport CRD 2dr 

$39,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

410 

M6 

1858 - 

8.0 

D 

63 


A 

Sport CRD 2dr 

$40,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

460 

A5 

2000 - 

8.6 . 

D 

63 


A 

Rubicon 2dr 

$43,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

1919 - 

11.3 

91 

64 


A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$37,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

M6 

2073 8.6 - 

11.8 

91 

64 


A _ 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$37,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

M6 

- - - 

- 

91 

64 


A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$39,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

2053^- 

11.7 

91 

64 


A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$43,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

410 

M6 

1998' 11.1 - 

8.3 

D 

64 


A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$44,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

460 

A5 

1978 - 

9.5 

D 

64 


A 

Overland 4dr 

$47,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

2053 8.6 - 

11.9 

91^ 

64 


A 

Rubicon U'ted 4dr 

$49,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

2053 - 

11.9 

91 

64 


A 



Avant-garde Italo-American 







E3 striking appearance; strong drivetrains; off-road abiiity of Trailhawk; unique appeal 
[x] Limited rear-seat headroom under full-size sunroof; ninth gear too tall for Australia 



The Pick: Limited's 

; appointments and performance, unless you need Trailhawk's low range 

Sport 

$33,500 

L4 

2.4 

130 

229 

A9 

1738 - 

8.3 

91 


08/14 

F 

Longitude 

$39,000 

V6 

3.2 

200 

316 

A9 

1834 - 

10.0 

91 



A 

Trailhawk 

$47,500 

V6 

3.2 

200 

316 

A9 

1862 - 

10.0 

91 


08/14 

’ A " 

Limited 

$44,000 

V6 

3.2 

200 

316 

A9 

1834 - 

10.0 

91 



A 

Limited 

$49,000 

L4TD 


125 

350 

A9 

1854 - 

5.8 

D 


12/14 

A 


Grand Cherokee 


Finally worth checking out 


Laredo 
Laredo 
Laredo CRD 
Limited 
Limited CRD 
Limited Hemi 
Overland 
Overland CRD 
Overland Hemi 
Summit Platinum 
SRT8 


1 ^ ZF eight-speed auto is a sweet shifter; top value; great touchscreen 
[x] Gets a bit fumble-footed on really tight, broken roads; foot park brake digs into shins 
• The Pick: V6 petrol is attractively-priced, but the diesel is torquier; the V8 more excitini 

$44,000 V6 3.6 210 347 A8 1998 8.3 - 10.1 91 - 09/13 

9 

R 

$48,000 

V6 

3.6 210 

347 

A8 

2084 

- 

- 

10.4 

91 

59 ^ 


A 

$53,000 

V6TD 

3.0 184 

570 

A8 

2267 

8.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

57 


A 

$57,000 

V6 

*3.6 210 ' 

347 

A8 ' 

2169 

' 9.1 

- 

10.4 

'91 

59 ' 


' A 

$62,000 

V6TD 

3.0 184 

570 

A8 

2281 

8.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

58 


A 

$62,000 

V8 

5.7 "259 

520 

A8 ■ 

2302' 

"8.7 

- 

13.0 

91 

58' 


jA 

$67,000 

V6 

’ 3.6 21 o' 

347 

A8 ' 

2169' 


- 

10.4 

91 ' 

59 " 


A ’ 

$72,000 

V6TD 

3.0 184 

570 

A8 

2327 

8.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

58 


A 

$72,000 

V8 

5.7 259 

520' 

"A8 ■ 

2329 

‘8.7 

- 

13.0 ■ 

95 

58 ■ 

- 

‘a ' 

$78,000 

V6TD 

3.0 184 

570 

A8 

- 

8.2 

- 

7.5 

D 



A J 

$80,000 

V8 

6.4 344 624 

A8 

2336 

4.8 

- 

14.0 

98 

57 

- 

A 




Calculate your 
car’s CO2 output 


Take ADR fuel economy and multiply it 
by the relevant factor below to give 
grams of CO 2 per km. 

Petrol: 23.8 Diesel: 26.5 LPG: 16.1 

For example, if a car does 8.4L/100km 
and runs on petrol, CO 2 produced is: 

8.4 X 23.8 = 199.9g/km 

See, it’s easy when you know how... 



7yr/unlimited km 
www.kia.com.au 



Price 

Eng Eng Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuef Resafe 

type size Power Torgue Trans, weight km/h metres cons. RON % 

issue 

tested 

Drive 


Rio 

1 Sharp suit, neat dynamics 


n 

Crisp styling; roomy interior; fun handling on twisty roads; direct-injection 1.6 is quick 


Dated 1.4-litre engine and outmoded four-speed auto; fairly expensive for what you get 


The Pick: Wait for the soon-to-arrive Sport with 1.6 GDI, manual 'box and more 

gear 


S3dr 

$15,990 

L4 1.4 79 135 M6 1131 11.5 - 5.7 91 46 

04/15 

F 

S3dr 

$17,990 

L4 1.4 79 135 A4 1158 13.2 - 6.3 91 45 

’ 04/1 5 ' 

F 

S5dr 

$16,990 

L4 1.4 79 135 M6 1143 11.5 - 5.7 91 46 


F 

S5dr 

$18,990 

L4 1.4 79 135 A4 1170 13.2 - 6.3 91 45 


F 

S Premium 5dr 

$17,690 

L4 1.4 79 135 M6 1143 ' 11.5 - 5.7 91 45 


F 

S Premium 5dr 

$19,690 

L4 1.4 79 135 A4 1170 13.2 - 6.3 91 44 


F 

Si5dr 

$21,490 

L4 1.6 103 167 A6 1215 10.3 - 6.1 91 45 

04/15 

F 


Soul 

1 More rhythm, iess biues 


□ 


' Second-gen Soul maintains the original's look; improved handling; individual appeal 
j SI'Engine crying out for a bottom-end; firm ride; uninvolving steering; so-so performance 
The Pick: We'd opt for an entry-level Skoda Yeti, though Soul II is way better than it used to be 


$24,490 

L4 

2.0 113 

191 

M6 

1335 

10.4 

7.6 

91 

57 

05/14 F 

$26,490 

L4 

2.0 113 

191 

A6 

'1405' 

“10.2 

8.4 

91 

57 

'11/14 F 


A giant step forward for Kia 



Stylish and very roomy; ride/handling tuned for Australia; willing engines; good value 
[El Another feel-free Korean steering set-up; sioppy manual shift; not an enthusiast’s car 


The Pick: Base S is the best value, and the 1 .8-litre engine copes well enough 


S sedan 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 110 

178 

M6 1287 

"9.3 - 

6.6 

91 55 


S sedan 

$22,290 

L4 

J.8 110 ' 

178 

’ as' 1304 

' 10.2 - 

7.1 

91 ”55 ' 06/13 

' F 

S hatch 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 _I10_ 

178 

_M6_ 1308 

10.1 - 

6.6 

91 55 * 

_F _ 

S hatch 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 110 

178 

~A6 ' 1325 

' 9.7 16.9 

7.1 

'91 55 J2/13 

F " 

S Premium sedan 

$24,990 

L4’ 

1.8 110 ' 

178 

’'A6 1304 

10.2 - 

7.r 

91 55 ' 

F 

S Premium hatch 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 110 

178 

A6 1325 

9.7 16.9 

7.1 

91 55 ' 

F ' 

Si sedan 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 129 

209 

A6 1319 

9.0 - 

7.4 

91 54 

F 

Si hatch 

$28,990 

L4' 

2.0 129 _ 

209 

A6 1339 

■ 9.3 - 

7.4 

91 54 

F 

SLi sedan 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0 129’ 

209 

i21i 

9.0 - 

lA _ 

91 _^4j 

_F j 

SLi hatch 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0 129 

209 

A6 1339 

9.3 

7.4 " 

91 54 " ' 

F “ 

1 

1 Cerato Koup | 

Four-seat coupe bargain 





A proper four-seat coupe for peanuts; Turbo’s torque; all-new Koup’s all-round appeal 

Ride turns brittle on 18s; more a GT than a sports coupe; same cabin as regular Cerato 


The Pick: The Turbo manual mixes solid warm-hatch performance with coupe style 


SiGDi 

$24,190' 

L4 

2.0 129 

209 

M6 1314 

8.4 - 

7.3 

91 59 

F 

SiGDi 

$26,490 

L4 

2.0 129 

209 

A6 1337 

8.9 - 

7.4 

91 58 

F 

T-GDi Turbo 

$28,190 

j.4T 

1.6 150 

265 

M6 1370 

7.7 - 

7.7 

91 58 

F 

T-GDi Turbo 

$30,490 

l4T 

1.6 150' 

265 

A6 1380 

7.4 - 

8.0 

91 58 

F 

T-GDi Turbo Touring 

$30,690 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

M6 1370 

7.7 - 

7.7 

91 58 

F 

T-GDi Turbo Touring 

$32,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

A6 1380 

7.4 - 

8.0 

91 58 

F 


ike a Veloster, but better 


^ Grippy handling, cool styling, Recaro seats and great value define Kia’s first hot hatch 
[|!]Torquey engine should sound better; rubbery gearshift; chassis gets ragged at its limit 
The Pick: With multi-li n k IRS, Kia's Euro-sourced hot hatch wins over Veloster or Kou p 


GT 

$29,990 L4T 

1.6 150 265 M6 1359 7.7 - 7.4 91 - 

F 

GT Tech 

$34,990 L4f” 

1.6 150 265 M6 1359 8.4 16.0 7.4 91 - 04/14 

F 



No longer a relic, but still sub-par 

1 


Ei^ Handsome, roomy and loaded with gear (but that’s where the attractions end) 
I^Poor ride quality; road noise; engine lacks refinement; awful steering 

The Pick: Optima ranked last in our mid-sized Megatest. Try Mazda 6 or Liberty 


Si 

$31,490 L4 

2.4 148 250 A6 1551 - - 7.9 91 54 

" 7 ^ 

SLi 

$36,490 L4 

2.4 148 '250 A6 1551 9.2 16.7 7.9 91 54 01/12 

F 

Platinum 

$40,990 L4 

2.4 148 250 A6 1551 9.2 16.7 7.9 91 55 03/12 

F 



^ Diesel torque, ride/handling balance on 16s and good packaging flexibility 







The Pick: Diesel Si 

- it costs more than the petrol but pays it back in 

lucious torque 


Si 

$30,240 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 

A6 1582 

10.8 - 

7.9 

91 54 08/13 

F 

SLi 

$34,240 

L4 

2.0 122 ' 

213 

A6 1582 

10.8 - 

7.9 

91 54 

F 

Platinum 

$39,740 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 

A6 1582 

10.8 - 

7.9 

91 5“4 

F 

Si Diesel 

$32,990 

L4TD 

J.7 JOO' 

3'20 

A6 1652 

12.0 - 

6.4 

D 54 

F 

SLi Diesel 

$36,990 

L4TD' 

' 1.7 ' 100 ' 

320 

A6 1652 

12.0 - 

6.4 

D 55 

F 

1 " 

^ 1 Carnival 

1 

Eight is enough 






Vastly more refined and better built than the old heap; eight seats; frugal diesel 
^ lEl Still drives like a bus; thirsty V6; at 5.1m long, you'll need a McMansion to park it 



The Pick: A diesel Si, which adds sat-nav and a reversing camera over the base S 


s 

$41,490 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 2048 

- 

11.6 

91 - 

F 

SGRDi 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 ' 

A6 2092 

- 

7.7 

D - 

' F 

Si 

$45,490 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 ■ 

A6 2048 

- 

11-6 j 

91 - ■ 

F 

SiGRDi 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 2092 ' 


7.7 

D - 

F 

SLi 

$49,990 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 2048 

- 

11.6 

91 - 

F 

SLiGRDi 

$52,490 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 2092 

- 

7.7 

D - 

F 

Platinum 

$57,490 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 2048 

- 

11.6 

91 - 


Platinum GRDi 

$59,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 2092 


7.7 

D - 

F 
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^ NEW ^ 
, ARRIVALS 

New models , 
for the month 
‘ " highlighted ^ ' 



Showroom 



Sportage 


Refreshed and improved 


M 



1 GZ] Sharp looks; loaded cabin; torquey and thrifty turbo-diesel; nice handling balance 

1 (3 Ride is a little stiff; seats okay but nothing special ; petrol 2.0 tries hard but lacks muscle 
The Pick: Handles and steers so much better than it used to, while still looking funky-fresh 

$25,990 

L4 

2.0 122 205 M5 

1482 - 

- 

8.7 

91 

63 

F 

$28,190 

_L4 _ 

_ 2.0_l_22 205 A6 

J482 - 

- 

8.^ 

.■2L 

63^ 

F 

$29,990 

'l4 

‘ 2.0122 '205’ A6’ 

1482 - “ 

- 

8.7 

”91 

63 

F 

$34,990 

14 

2.0 122 205 A6 

1588 - 

- 

8.8 

91 

65 

A 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 A6 

1588 - 


7.2 

D 

64 

A 

$38,590 

L4 

2.0 122 205 A6 

1588 - 



- 

9.2 

91 

63 

08/14 A 

$41,590 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 A6 

1588 - 

- 

7.2 

D 

65 

10/10 A 

1 Sorentc 


■ Family value in a diesel 






, \S\ Flexible interior; wiling diesel is relatively frugal; huuuuuge warranty; 

< [S^Curtain airbags don't cover third row; average grip from tyres 

The Pick: Platinum loaded with the lot and great family transport 

generous gear 

$37,490 

V6 

3.5 204 335 A6 

1831 - 

- 

9.8 

91 

63 

F 

$40,490 

V6 

3.5 204 335 A6 

1831 - 


9.8 

91_ 

65 

F 

$38,990 

L4TD 

2.2 145 421 M6 

1926 - 

- 

6.6 

_D_ 

63 

A 

$40,990 

L4TD 

2.2 145 426 A6 

1959 - 

- 

7.3 

D 

65 

A 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 145 426 A6 

1960 - 

- 

7.3 

D 

65 

A 

$50,390 

L4TD 

2.2 145 426 A6 

1960 - 


7.3 

D 

66 

12/12 A 



_ • 2yr/unlimited 

LcLrUDOrSillXll www.lamborghini.com.au 


— Front up to the bull bar 
^ Quicker, more powerful and even more manic than the Gallardo it replaces 
More expensive than the Gallardo; loss of steering feel; nannies leave us alone! 

The Pick: The one the parking valet at the casino mistakenly hands you the keys to 

$428,000 V10 5 .2 449 ^0 ~S7~ U22 3.2 T2.5 98 08/14 A 

Waves the Italian flagship 

0 Italian heart with German (Audi) quality results in a winning new-age supercar 
tH] Not quite as savage as previous Lambo flagships; tali people get ready to duck down 
The Pick: Just buy one. Blue flames come out the exhaust. Flames! 

$761,500 V12 6.5 515 690 $7 1575 2.9 17.2 98 57 07/14 

$795,000 V12 6.5 515 690 S7 1575 3.0 - 17.2 98 57 11/12 A 



Land Rover 


3yr/100,000km 

www.landrover.com.au 





Kicks dirt in the face of soft-roaders 
Go-anywhere ability; retro appeal and authentic design; aluminium body (really!) 

[HI Slow, basic; world’s largest turning circle; interior feels decades old (oh, hang on ... it is) 
The Pick: The longer 110 is (marginally) more comfortable and with plenty of rugged charm 


90 Wagon 

110 Station Wagon 

$42,800 

L4TD 

2.2 90 

360 

M6 

1887^ 

15.8 - 

10.0 

D 

60 

A 

$47,500 

L4TD 

2.2 90 

360 

M6 

1^ 

15.8 - 

" 11.1 

D 

60 

A 


Freelander replacement scores 



~ 

^ Style; interior design, space and flexibility; dynamics and traction; competitive prices 
^ Engines will soon be replaced by Jaguar-LR's new (probably better) Ingenium family 

The Pick: Grab an SD4 with the nine-speed and choose between 5 or 7 seats 

TD4SE 

TD4SE 

$53,300 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

420 

M6 

1785 

11.7 - 

6.1_ 

D 



$55,800 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

420 

A9 

1805 

11.7 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

SD4SE 

$56,500 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

M6 

1785 

10.3 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

SD4SE 

$59,000 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

A9 

1805 

10.3 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

Si4SE 

$59,000 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A9 

1775 

8.8 - 

8.0 

95 


A 

TD4HSE 

$57,900 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

420 

M6 

1785 

11.7 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

TD4HSE 

$60,400 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

420 

' A9 

'1805 

11.7 - 

6.p 

D 


A ' 

SD4HSE 

$61,100 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

M6 

1785 

10.3 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

SD4HSE 

$63,600 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

A9 

1805 

10.3 - 

6.1 

D 


A 

SD4HSE Luxury 

$66,500 

L4TD 

2,2 MO 

420 

|yi6 

J785 

J0.3 - 

6.1_ 

D 


A 

SD4HSE Luxury 

$69,000’ 

L4TD' 

2.2 140 

420 

A9 

1805 

"0.3 - 

6.1 

D 


A 



Baby of the Range 


Pure eD4 
Pure eD4 Coupe 
Pure TD4 
Pure TD4 
Pure TD4 Coupe 
Pure TD4 Coupe 
Pure SD4 
Pure SD4 
Pure SD4 Coupe 
Pure SD4 Coupe 
Pure Si4 
Pure Si4 Coupe 
Dynamic eD4 
Dynamic eD4 Coupe 
Dynamic TD4 
Dynamic TD4 


t Fantastic looks, premium cabin, lovely ride and refinement - it’s a proper Range Rover 
! [g] steering lacks precision of X3; pricey options; rear visibility; 3dr cost $1500 more! ! 

The Pick: Pure Si4 - best-value spec teamed with the sweetest drivetrain of the range 

$49,995 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

5.0 

D 

65 11/12 

F 

$51,495 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

4.9 

D 

65 

F 

$53,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

$55,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9,. 

1685 

,9-6 . 

- 

6.0 

D 

_65__ 

A 

$54,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

$57,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

$57,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

J40 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0^ 

- 

_5.7 _ 

D 

66 

_ A 

$59,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

66 

A 

$58,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

66 

A 

$61,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 _ 

1685 

8.5 

- 

5.8 ^ 

D 

66 

A 

$61,419 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

$62,740 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

$63,815 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

5.0 

D 

65 

F 

1 $65,315 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

4.9 

D 

65 

F 

$67,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

$69,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 



Mitsubishi Magna 

Or how to get suckered by Japan’s Trojan horse 


IT’S probably not so popular any 
more, but plenty of people used 
to play The Magna (Same on 
long trips. Basically, as you set 
off, each of you tips how many 
Magnas you’ll see between points 
A and B, and the closest wins. I 
remember successfully predicting 
we’d see more than 60 between 
Canberra and Sydney. 

But the Magna didn’t just break 
the mould by splitting the sales 
dominance of Holden and Ford; it 
was more important than that. 

Conceived in sneaky South 
Australia, it was the world’s 
first wide-bodied, medium- 
sized sedan, and was quickly 
copied by Toyota with its Camry, 
which went on to dominate the 
American market and help to 
sink Aussie-built Commodores 
and Falcons. 

Yes, the Magna is essentially to 
blame for everything. 

But let’s not forget, as much of 


LEAP OF FAITH 


a simile for bland and common 
as the Magna became, it was 
a big leap forward when it was 
launched in 1985. 

Magna replaced the Chrysler 
Valiant and the size-smaller 
Sigma as Mitsubishi’s family car 
offering, and used both its 
front- drive layout and the extra 
66mm of width it spliced into the 
Galant sedan’s body to create a 
competitively roomy cabin. 

Mitsubishi Australia then went 
after its rivals on price, and when 
you could get a better-specified, 
more economical and refined 
package from the Japanese for 
less money than a Holden or Ford, 
plenty of people said a brusque 
farewell to tradition. 

And suddenly Magnas were 
everywhere, filling our roads 
for 20 years, until Mitsubishi 
broke the rules again with the 
impressive 380. Sadly, Aussies 
didn’t show it the same love. 


TEST OF FAITH 


Utility, refinement, quality, 
the Magna had it all, and it 
made everyone else work 
harder to compete. 


PI 11^ Driving the competent 

IV rTT-l ITT'-lIP T-1QT7QT- 


lj||i 


I Magna was never about 
excitement, so the Camry 
really did copy its essence. 
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Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel Resale Issue 

Trans, weight km/h metres cons. RON % tested Drive 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $68,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 400 

M6 1670 10.8 - 

5.7 D 65 A 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $71,195 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 1685 9.6 - 

5.8 D 65 A 

Dynamic SD4 

$71,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 420 

M6 1670 10.0 - 

5.7 D 65 10/11 A 

Dynamic SD4 

$73,695 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 1685 8.5 - 

6.0 D 65 A 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $72,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 420 

M6 1670 10.0 - 

5.7 D 65 10/11 A 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $75,195 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 1685 8.5 - 

5.8 D 65 A 

Dynamic Si4 

$75,040 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 1640 7.6 

7.8 95 66 A 

Dynamic Si4 Coupe $76,540 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 1640 7.6 

7.8 95 66 A 

Prestige eD4 

$69,295 

L4TD 

2.2 110 380 

M6 1595 11.2 - 

5.0 D 65 F 

Prestige eD4 Coupe $70,795 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 380 

M6 1595 11.2 - 

4.9 D 65 F 

Prestige TD4 

$72,695 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

M6 1670 10.8 - 

5.7 D 65 A 

Prestige TD4 

$75,175 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 1685 9.6 - 

6.0 D 65 A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe $74,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 400 

M6 1670 10.8 - 

5.7 D 65 A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe $76,675 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 1685 9.6 - 

5.8 D 65 A 

Prestige SD4 

$76,695 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 1670 10.0 - 

5.7 D 65 A 

Prestige SD4 

$79,175 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 1685 8.5 - 

6.0 D 65 A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe $78,195 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 1670 10.0 - 

5.7 D 65 A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe $80,675 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 420 

A9 1680 8.5 - 

5.8 D 65 A 

Prestige Si4 

$80,440 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 1640 7.6 - 

7.8 95 66 A 

Prestige Si4 Coupe $81,940 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 1640 7.6 - 

7.8 95 66 A 



B Lovely to look at, brilliant off-road 


S 0 Swish interior; briiiiant off-road taient; gutsy 3.0 diesel; cleverness everywhere 


^ [El Heavy and hard to park; lag from single turbo diesel; options can add up 


The Pick: Disco 4 kills Prado for polish and dynamics. SDV6 worth the step 

TDV6 

$69,200 

V6T 

3.0 

155 520 

A8 2558 10.7 - 

8.8 D A 

SDV6SE 

$84,900 

V6T 

3.0 

183 600 

A8 2558 9.3 - 

8.8 D A 

SDV6HSE 

$96,200 

V6TT 

3.0 

183 600 

A8 2558 9.3 - 

8.8 D A 

V6 S/C SE 

$84,900 

V6S 

3.0 

250 450 

A8 2558 8.1 - 

12.0 98 A 

V6 S/CHSE 

$96,200 

V6S 

3.0 

250 450 

A8 2558 8.1 - 

12.0 98 A 


Range Rover Sport 



0 Weight loss brings real dynamic cohesion; cabin feels special; great off-roai 
n?! Needs Terrain Response to really shine off-road ; third row seats tight 

d 



The Pick: The V8S if your wallet can 

handle it; otherwise the swift and accomplished SDV6 

STDV6 

$92,600 

V6TTD 3.0 190 600 

A8 

2115 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

D 

69 


A 

SETDV6 

$102,400 

V6TTD 3.0 190 600 

A8 

2115 

7.6 


7.3 

D 

69 

01/14 

A 

SE 

$108,800 

V6S 3.0 250 450 

A8 

2144 

7.2 

- 

11.3 

95 



A 

SESDV6 

$113,200 

V6TTD 3.0 215 600 

A8 

2115 

7.4 

15.4 

7.5 

D 


01/15 

A 

HSE 

$122,700 

V6S 3.0 250 450 

A8 

2144 

7.2 

- 

11.3 

95 

68 


A 

HSESDV6 

$125,400 

V6TTD 3.0 215 600 

A8 

2115 

7.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

68 


A 

HSETDV8 

$139,000 

V8TTD 4.4 250 740 

A8 

2398 

6.9 

~ 

8.7 

D 



A 

HSE Dynamic TDV8 

$145,900 

V8TTD 4.4 250 740 

A8 

2398 

6.9 


8.7 

D 



A 

HSE SDV6 Hybrid 

$146,900 

V6TTDH3.0 250 700 

A8 


6.7 

- 

6.4 

D 



A 

HSE Dynamic 

$161,200 

V8S 5.0 375 625 

A8 

2310 

5.3 


13.8 

95 



A 

Autobiography SDV6$145,100 

V6TTD 3.0 215 600 

A8 

2115 

7.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

68 


A 

A'biog SDV6 Hybrid 

$165,300 

V6TTDH3.0 250 700 

A8 


6.7 

- 

6.4 

D 



A 

Autobiography Dyn' 

$182,000 

V8S 5.0 375 625 

A8 

2310 

5.3 


13.8 

95 



A 


Range Rover 


TDV6HSE 
3.0SCHSE 
TDV6 Vogue 
TDV6 Vogue LWB 
3.0 SC Vogue 
SDV8 Vogue 
SDV8 Vogue LWB 
SDV8 Vogue SE 


The rock star's 4WD is reborn 

Hard to beat off-road; brilliant interior; superb engines; lush ride 
[x} Bloody expensive; petrol still thirsty; big Rangie still a bit cumbersome round corners 
The Pick: 4.4-litre SDV8 and eight-speed auto a superb combo, but all are desirable 

$170,400 V6TTD 3.0 190 600 A8 2160 1.9 - 6.9 D 61 A 


$170,400 V6$ 3.0 250 450 A8 2330 7.4 


11.5 95 60 


$180,400 V6TTD 3.0 190 600 A8 2160 7.9 


6.9 D 61 


$189,700 V6TTD 3.0 190 600 A8 2301 8.3 - 7.5 D 61 

$180,400 V6S 3.0 250 450 A8 2330 7.4^ - 11.5 95 60 


$197,100 V8TTD 4.4 250 740 A8 2360 6.9 


8.7 D 61 


$206,400 V8TTD 4.4 250 740 A8 


7.2 - 


8.7 D 61 


$219,100 V8TTD 4.4 250 740 A8 2360 6.9 - 8.7 D 61 05/13 A 


A8 


7.2 


8.7 D 61 05/13 A 


SDV8 Vogue SE LWB $225,600 V8TTD 4.4 250 740 

SDV8A'biography $236,100 V8TTD 4.4 250 740 A8 2360 6.9 - 8.7 D 61 

SDV8A'biogLWB $248,000 V8TTD 4.4 250 740 A8 7.2 - 8.7 D 61 

5.0 SC Vogue SE $231,900 V8S 5.0 375 625 A8 2330 5.4 - 13.8 95 61 

5.0 SC Vogue SE LWB$238,400 V8S 5.0 375 625 A8 2413 5.8 - 13.8 95 61 


13.8 95 61 


5.0SCA'biography $248,900 V8S 5.0 375 625 A8 2330 5.4 

5.0SCA'biogLWB $260,800 V8S 5.0 375 625 A8 2413 5.8 
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Lexus 


4yr/10 0,0 00km 
www.lexus.com.au 



Much more appealing than Prius 
0 Lexus quality and efficient hybrid tech in concentrated form 
[ElEiectric steering is disappointing; not as dynamic as BMW 1 Series; tight back seat 
The Pick: Prestige is the best vaiue, if Vaiium on wheeis is your thing 


250 Luxury 
250 F-Sport 
250 Sports Luxury 
300h Luxury 
300hF-Sport 
350 Luxury 
350 F-Sport 
350 Sports Luxury 



350 Luxury 
350 F-Sport 
350 Sports Luxury 
F 

F Carbon 


$37,990 L4H 

1.8 

100 142 

C 1465' 

10.3 

- 

4.1 95 

53 

06/11 F 

$46,990 L4H 

1.8 

100 142 

C 1465 

10.3 

- 

4.1 95 

54 

F 

$54,990 L4H 

1.8 

100 

142 

C 1465 

10.3 

- 

4.1 95 

55 

F 

j Takes fight to BMW 

f 0 Brilliantly balanced; crisp chassis and steering; excellent quality; likeable Hybrid; value 
^ [HICarry-over 2.5-litre V6 is thirsty and coarse, especially compared to the punchy hybrid 

The Pick: While we wait for the new four-pots, 300h Luxury offers unexpected appeal 

$54,000 V6 

2.5 

153 

252 

A6 - 

8.1 

- 

9.2 95 

57 

R 

$62,000 V6 

2.5 

153 

252 

A6 - 

8.1 

- 

9.2 95 

54 

R 

$74,000 V6 

2.5 

153 

252 

A6 1645 

8.1 

- 

9.2 95 

54 

R 

$57,000 L4H 

2.5 

164 

221 

c - 

8.5 


4.9 95 

58 

R 

$65,000 L4H 

2.5 

164 

221 

C 1720 

8.5 


4.9 95 

58 

R 

$62,000 V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 - 

5.9 

- 

9.7 95 

57 

R 

$70,000 V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 - 

6.6 

14.6 

9.7 95 

57 

09/13 R 

$82,000 V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 1685 

5.9 

- 

9.7 95 

57 

R 

mm 

Two-door with punch ... 

and a thirst 



1 0 V8 sounds fantastic; great balance; punchy V6 delivers on power 

J (HlHeavy and thirsty for a sporty two-door; on-centre play in steering ; interior lacks sparkle 
* The Pick: 350 F-Sport - much of the F's performance and appearance without the price tag 

$66,000 V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 1680 

6.1 


9.4 95 


R 

$74,000 V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 - 

6.1 

- 

9.4 95 


R 

$86,000 V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 1740 

6.1 


9.4 95 


R 

$133,500 V8 

5.0 

351 

530 

A8 1780 

4.5 


10.9 98 


R 

$147,500 V8 

5.0 

351 

530 

A8 1860 

4.5 

- 

10.9 98 


R 


Retiree's Lexus returns 



0 Typical Lexus build quality combined with golf-bag-friendly boot and refined drivetrains 
® Front-drive ES is the antithesis of the soortv IS and GS; smaller boot on hvbrid 


The Pick: Either the IS or GS, 

or buy Australian-made and go for a Camry/Aurion 

300h Luxury 

$60,500 

L4H 

2.5 

151 

213 

C 1685 8.5 


5.5 

95 

- 

01/14 F 

300h Sports Luxury 

$69,500 

L4H 

2.5 

151 

213 

C 1705 8.5 

- 

5.5 

95 

- 

F 

350 Luxury 

$62,000 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 1630 7.4 


9.5 

95 


F 

350 Sports Luxury 

$71,000 

V6 

1 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 1665 7.4 


9.5 

95 

- 

F 



0 Siick new interior teams with superb drivetrains and much-improved dynamics 
[ElSteering iifeiess; handiing one-dimensionai and hobbied by intrusive ESC 
e The Pick: 350 and 450h go hard, but highiight the chassis’ iimitations; 250 is sweet to drive 

$72,500 V6 2.5 154 252 A6 1720 8.6 - 9.3 95 49 R 


$80,500 V6 2.5 154 252 A6 1720 8.6 


9.3 95 49 


$75,000 L4H 2.5 164 221 C 1820 - 


5.2 95 


$83,000 L4H 2.5 164 221 C 1820 


5.2 95 - 12/14 


250 Luxury 
250 F-Sport 
300h Luxury 
300h F-Sport 

300h Sports Luxury $98,000 L4H 2.5 164 221 C 1820 

350 F-Sport 

350 Sports Luxury $107,500 V6 3.5 233 378 A8 1740 6.0 - 9.7 95 49 

450h F-Sport 

450h Sports Luxury $119,500 


5.2 95 


$96,000 V6 3.5 233 378 A8 1740 6.3 14.4 9.7 95 49 08/12 R 


$108,000 V6H 3.5 254 - 


1910 5.9 


6.3 95 46 07/12 R 


6.3 95 46 



460 F-Sport 
460 Sports Luxury 
600h F-Sport 
600hL 4-seat 
600hL 5-seat 


V6H 3.5 254 - C 1910 5.9 - 

Smooth-sailing flagship 

0 Mind-blowing tech ; f iawiess fit and finish ; eeriiy-quiet cabin ; siiky eight-speed auto 
[SlCoesn’t sound iike a V8 untii you get stuck into it; iacks personaiity 
The Pick: 600hL - uninspiring, but a 7 Series with this much kit wouid cost your first-born 

$183,000 V8 4.6 285 493 A8 2020 5.9 = 10.7 95 45 ^ 

$188,000 V8 4.6 285 493 A8 2080 5.9 - 10.7 95 45 ^ 

$210,500 V8H 5.0 290 520 A8 2340 5.7 - 8.6 95 42 R 


$251,000 V8H 5.0 290 520 A8 


8.6 95 42 


$241,000 V8H 5.0 290 520 A8 



Goes better than it looks 


200t Luxury 
300h Luxury 
200t Luxury 
300h Luxury 
200t F-Sport 
300h F-Sport 
200t Sports Luxury 



0 Eye-catching design; excellent interior; punchy turbo-petrol four-cylinder 
[Kl A 2005 RAV4 in drag, with uninspiring hybrid drivetrain ; smaller than rivals 

The Pick: New 2.0-litre turbo brings better performance, with F-Sport the sharpest 


$52,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1700 

7.3 

- 

7.7 

95 



F 

$55,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1740 

9.1 

- 

5.6 

95 



F 

$57,000 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1755 

7.1 

- 

7.9 

95 



A 

$59,500 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1800 

9.1 

- 

5.7 

95 



A 

$63,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1755 

7.1 

- 

7.9 

95 



A 

$66,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1800 

9.1 

- 

5.7 

95 



A 

$72,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1860 

7.1 

- 

7.9 

95 



A 

$75,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1895 

9.1 

- 

5.7 

95 



A 

1 RX 

I. Sharper nose, sharper F Sport variants 

0 Feels well put together; silky V6 ; bombarded with equipment 
[Kl It’s heavy and quite old ; ageing interior; front-drive four-cylinder RX270 bloody slow 
The Pick: 450h is quick, yet sips like a hatchback, but the petrol V6s are better to drive 


$64,500 L4 

2.7 

138 

252 

A6 

1950 

11.0 

- 

9.7 

91 

55 


F 

$73,500 V6 

3.5 

204 346 

A6 

2085 

8.0 

- 

10.8 

95 

68 


A 

$81,500 V6 

3.5 

204 346 " 

A6 

2085 

8.0 


10.8 

95 ’ 

68 


A 
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- NEW ^ 

' ARRIVALS 

L New models 
' for the month 
\ highlighted . 

Showroom 


$90,000 V6 3.5 204 346 A6 2085 8.0 


10.8 95 70 


$80,000 V6H 3.5 220 317 C 2205 7.8 - 6.3 95 56 


$87,000 V6H 3.5 220 317 C 2205 7.8 


63 95 56 


350 Sports Luxury 
450h Luxury 
450hF-Sport 

450h Sports Luxury $97,000 V6 H 3.5 220 3j7 C ^205 7.8 ^ 6.3 95 56 A 

LandCruiser with Lexus kit and thirsty V8 

1 1^ Clever suspension and crawl-control broaden LX’s skill set; bigger V8 and six-speed auto 
[x| Massive, truck-like to drive; no diesel option; expensive 
The Pick: A LandCruiser Sahara - better value, diesel engine and same off-road ability 

$134,700 V8 5.7 270 530 A6 2750 7.8 ^ 14.8 95 56 09/11 A~ 



Lotus 


2yr/unlimited 

www.lotuscars.com.au 



Cool looks; telepathic steering (at speed); suspension and brakes a joy (at speed) 

\E\ Cramped and noisy for day-to-day driving ; definitely intended as a track-day weapon 

The Pick: If you live next to a racetrack, the S. If you want peace and quiet, look elsewhere 


$74,990 

L4 

1.6 100 160 

M6 

876 

6.5 - 

6.3 

91 60 

R 

Club Racer 

$74,990 

L4 

1.6 100 160 

M6 

852 

6.5 - 

6.3 

91 60 

R 

S 

$84,990 

L4S 

1.8 163 250 

M6 

880 

4.6 - 

7.5 

95 61 

R 

S Club Racer 

$84,990 

L4S 

1.8 163 250 

M6 

880 

4.6 - 

7.5 

95 61 

R 


Race car for the road 



Blown Toyota V6 gives the Exige the performance to match its brilliant handling 
[El Not for claustrophobes, or conservatives, or anyone into the tactility of interior plastics 


The Pick: Go the Roadster - it’s a proper sports car and getting in with the roof down is easier 

S 

$132,990 

V6S 3.5 258 400 

M6 

1176 

4.0 

10.1 

95 

61 

R 

S 

$137,990 

V6S 3.5 258 400 

A6 

1182 

3.9 

10.1 

95 

61 

R 

S Roadster 

$132,990 

V6S 3.5 258 400 

M6 

1166 

4.0 

10.1 

95 

- 

R 

S Roadster 

$137,990 

V6S 3.5 258 400 

A6 

1172 

3.9 

10.1 

95 

- 

R 


Chassis smarts now with blown brawn 


- JM 

[Zf Exotic looks; individual appeal ; one of the best chassis' on the planet 
\E\ Start ticking options and price can soar to $200K; a Porsche is a smarter bet 



The Pick: Brilliant dynamics. 

but $200K is second-hand Carrera S money... 


s 

$152,990 V6S 3.5 258 

400 M6 1437 

4.8 - 9.1 

95 54 

R 

SIPS 

$161,990 V6S 3.5 258 

400 A6 1491 

5.0 - 9.7 

95 54 

R 



Maserati 


3yr/unlimited 

www.maserati.com.au 


Look out Germany! 


mm 

^ Finally, a talented, beautiful and fast Italian alternative to the default German luxo sedans 
\S\ Heavy; misses out on active safety tech of German rivals; classic V8 sound is no longer 

The Pick: Surely the throaty Ghibli S, though the thrifty Diesel offers tempting value 

Diesel 

$138,900 V6TD 3.0 202 600 A8 

1835 

6.3 

5.9 

D 51 


R 


$139,990 V6TT 3.0 243 500 A8 

1810 

5.6 

9.6 

98 51 


R 

S 

$169,900 V6TT 3.0 301 550 A8 

1810 

5.0 

10.4 

98 50 


R 


™ Luxo style at its finest 


0 Brilliant chassis balance; twin-turbo V6 a decent replacement for the previous V8 
I New engines sound dull compared with throaty old V8; Chrysler cabin bits; ride flaws 
The Pick: GTS remains the pinnacle of Italian luxury motoring 


$198,800 V6TD 3.0 202 600 A8 1885 6.4 


6.2 D 


10/14 


$240,000 V6TT 3.0 301 550 A8 1860 5.1 


10.4 95 - 06/14 R 


$319,800 V8TT 3.8 390 650 A8 1900 4.7 - 


1.8 98 - 03/14 R 



IZI Supremely capable grand tourer; useful rear-seat; oozes style and character 
(H) Base version lacks dynamic resolve beyond eight-tenths and needs more grunt 



The Pick: Stradale blends Italian-supermodel flair with 

a soundtrack to die (or kill) for 


Sport 

$308,000 V8 4.7 338 520 A6 

1880 4.8 

14.3 95 

48 

R 

Sport MC 

$345,000 V8 4.7 338 520 A6 

1880 4.7 

14.5 95 

48 

R 

MCStradale 

$345,000 V8 4.7 338 520 S6 

1880 4.5 

15.4 98 

48 

R 


Neo 

Neo 

Maxx 


0 Cloth 
[xlExpensr 

doesn’t add too much extra weight; glorious flood of V8 decibels with roof down 
i/e and doesn’t look great roof-up; dynamics still more cruiser than bruiser 
\r\ Italian supermodel with her top off? Hell, yeah... 

The Pick:) 

$328,000 

V8 

4.7 

323 490 

A6 

1980 4.8 

- 

15.2 

95 

50 


R 

Sport $338,000 

V8 

4.7 

331 510 

S6 

1980 4.7 

- 

14.5 

95 

50 


R 

MC $355,000 

V8 

4.7 

338 520 

S6 

1973 4.5 

- 

14.5 

95 

49 


R 



Mazda 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mazda.com.au 


My baby's all grown up! 

Sensational manual gearshift; stunning engine tractability; classy dash; fun handling 
lEl Steering should be sharper off-centre; no cruise control for Neo; firm ride 
The Pick: Maxx manual with the red trim option and extra safety kit - a superb little car 


$14,990 L4 1.5 79 139 M6 1027 - 


5.4 91 - 


$16,990 L4 1.5 79 139 A6 1045 10.7 17.5 5.5 91 


03/15 F 


$16,990 L4 1.5 81 141 M6 1037 - 



LEAP OF FAITH ^ ^ TEST OF FAITH 

Territory excelled with ■ ni NO After next year, we 
its passenger room, || } | |[ J won’t be making this 

engines and car-like deservedly popular car 

driving manners, any more. 


Ford Territory 

Terra Australis shows how it’s done 


WHEN something becomes 
entirely ubiquitous, it’s easy to 
forget what the world was like 
before it arrived. 

Families used to buy station 
wagons to haul kids, dogs and 
surfboards, but today’s soccer 
moms are a foot taller, at least in 
traffic, because they drive SUVs. 
The car that changed the playing 
field was the Ford Territory, 
which launched in 2004 and 
went on to win that year’s Wheels 
COTY, the first SUV to do so. 

But that’s how good the 
Territory was, what a leap ahead 
it was for this kind of vehicle. In 
the past, choosing an SUV meant 
trading more space for less driver 
enjoyment and involvement. 
Rough ride, rattly engines and 
sloppy steering were the median 
expectations. 

Yet straight out of the box, the 


Territory drove like a Falcon and 
was genuinely well designed, 
with an interior modeled on a 
Swiss army knife, according to 
Ford. It was also the first locally 
built car to have an electronic 
stability system. 

Ford spent $500 million on 
bringing the Territory to market, 
and did a truly great job of 
creating a car built for Australian 
conditions and families (and one, 
importantly, that women would 
want to buy and drive) . 

Perhaps one of the Territory’s 
most impressive tricks, though, 
was its timing. It might have 
been seen as a risk by some, but 
it managed to arrive at just the 
right time to take advantage of 
the move up into SUVs by local 
buyers. The Territory was the 
right car at the tight time in the 
right place and at the right price. 
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■ III 


MAZDA - MERCEDES-BENZ 




Maxx 

Genki 

Genki 


Neo hatch 
Neo hatch 
Neo sedan 
Neo sedan 
Maxx hatch 
Maxx hatch 
Maxx sedan 
Maxx sedan 
Touring hatch 
Touring hatch 
Touring sedan 
Touring sedan 
SP25 hatch 
SP25 hatch 
SP25 sedan 
SP25 sedan 
SP25GT hatch 
SP25GT hatch 
SP25GT sedan 
SP25GT sedan 
SP25 Astina hatch 
SP25Astina hatch 
SP25 Astina sedan 
SP25 Astina sedan 
XD Astina hatch 
XD Astina hatch 


$18,990 L4 


1.5 81 141 A6 1049 


$19,990 L4 1.5 81 141 M6 1046 - 


$21,990 L4 1.5 81 141 A6 1058 - 


- 10/14 


Popular appeal 


. Stylish and well-built; dynamics great when pushed to the limit; SP25's grunt and value 
I [El Ride and refinement still can’t match Golf; 2.0-litre lacks bottom-end torque 

The Pick: The SP25 GT manual - a fun, cool, sharp-handling, nicely kitted sporty hatch 


$20,490 L4 


2.0 114 200 M6 1271 9.2 16.5 5.9 91 - 03/14 


$22,490 L4 2.0 114 200 A6 1305 - 


5.8 91 - 


$20,490 L4 2.0 114 200 M6 1267 


$22,490 L4 


2.0 114 200 A6 1301 - 


$22,390 L4 2.0 114 200 M6 1266 - 


5.9 91 - 


$24,390 L4 


2.0 114 200 A6 1300 


$22,390 L4 2.0 114 200 M6 1262 - 


$24,390 L4 2.0 114 200 A6 1296 - 


5.7 91 - 


$24,790 L4 


2.0 114 200 M6 1271 


$26,790 L4 


2.0 114 200 A6 1304 - 


$24,790 L4 2.0 114 200 M6 1266 - 


$26,790 L4 2.0 114 200 A6 1300 


$25,190 L4 


2.5 138 250 M6 1308 7.9 15.5 6.5 


$27,190 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1339 - 


$25,190 L4 


2.5 138 250 M6 1302 


$27,190 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1334 - 


$29,790 L4 2.5 138 250 M6 1325 - 


$31,790 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1357 7.9 15.7 


$29,790 L4 2.5 138 250 M6 1320 - 


$31,790 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1351 - 


$35,040 L4 


2.5 138 250 M6 1342 


$37,040 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1373 - 


$35,040 L4 2.5 138 250 M6 1336 - 


$37,040 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1368 


$39,290 L4TTD 2.2 129 420 M6 1448 7.7 - 



$41,290 L4TTD 2.2 129 420 A6 1465 8.4 - 

Style and (subdued) sports 


IZl Looks impressive and handles well ; throaty petrol and gutsy diesel ; great economy 
[H) 19s spoil the ride a bit; heavy steering when parking; shallow boot in sedan 
The Pick: A wagon, due to its smarter packaging and slighty sharper responses 



5.8 91 - 



$32,540 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1462 8.2 - 6.6 91 56 03/13 F 


$33,840 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1484 8.2 - 6.6 91 63 F_ 

$37,280 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1471 76 15.5 6.6 91 62 02/15 F 

$40,480 L4TTD 2.2 129 420 A6 1541 8.4 - 5.4 D 62 F 

$38,580 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1494 8.2 15.9 6.6 91 62 04/14 F 


$41,780 L4TTD 2.2 129 420 A6 1561 8.4 


5.4 D 62 


$42,720 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1501 8.2 - 


$45,920 L4TTD 2.2 129 420 A6 1571 8.4 


5.4 D 61 


GLA200GDI 


$44,020 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1524 8.2 


$47,220 L4TTD 2.2 129 420 A6 1591 8.4 


8.4 D 61 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuei 

cons. RON 

Resaie 

% 

issue 

tested 

Drive 

$35,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 250 

A6 

1559 

9.3 

16.7 

7.4 91 

68 

08/14 

A 

$38,990 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 420 

A6 

1633 

8.0 

15.8 

5.7 D 

67 

06/12 

A 

$43,390 

L4 

2.5 

138 250 

A6 

1612 

- 

- 

7.4 91 

70 

03/15 

A 

$46,590 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 420 

A6 

1685 

- 

- 

5.7 D 

70 

06/13 

A 

$47,410 

L4 

2.5 

138 250 

A6 

1614 

- 

- 

7.4 91 

69 

A 

$50,610 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 420 

A6 

1687 

- 

- 

5.7 D 

69 

03/15 

A 


Seven-seat SUV has extra room to zoom 




1 Disciplined handling; stacks of space, even in third row; silken drivetrain 

1 [ElSharp-edged imperfections jar through firm suspension rates and low-profile rubber 

The Pick: New $44K front-drive Classic has its eye on Territory and Kluger 

$44,150 

V6 

3.7 

204 366 

A6 

1939 

- 

- 

11.0 91 

63 

F 

$52,530 

V6 

3.7 

204 366 

A6 

1966 

- 

- 

11.0 91 

65 

10/11 

F 

$56,990 

V6 

3.7 

204 366 

A6 

2070 

8.5 

16.2 

11.3 91 

64 

04/08 

A 

$62,470 

V6 

3.7 

204 366 

A6 

2086 

8.5 

- 

11.3 91 

65 

A 


McLaren 


3yr/unlimited 

cars.mclaren.com 


Even better than 12C 


IZI Same brutal twin-turbo V8 as 12C, with supposedly even finer ride, 
I EE] Arguably not as pretty as the 12C; we're yet to drive it locally but a 
The Pick: Always the coupe, for its purity and greater sporting focus 

handling and steering 
road test is coming! 

$441,500 V8TT 

3.8 

478 678 

S7 1330 3.0 10.5 

11.7 

98 

- 


R 

$486,250 V8TT 

3.8 

478 678 

S7 1370 3.0 10.5 

11.7 

98 



R 


Mercedes-Benz 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mercedes- 

benz.com.au 


Baby Benz goes hipster 



It may be conventional, but here’s an A-Class with some youth - and driver - appeal 
\E\ Lacks clever packaging of old As; no manuals for Oz; harsh ride may drive you nuts 
' The Pick: A250 Sport is terrific, though if you can stretch to the ballistic A45, do it! 


$35,900 

L4T 

1.6 

90 

200 

S7 1320 9.1 

- 

5.8 

95 

56 


F 

$41,800 

L4T 

1.6 

115 

250 

S7 1320 8.3 

- 

6.1 

95 

53 


F 

$42,300 

L4TD 

1.8 

100 

300 

S7 1400 9.2 

- 

4.6 

D 

56 


F 

$51,000 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

S7 1370 6.6 

- 

6.6 

95 

56 

04/13 

F 

$75,700 

L4T 

2.0 

265 

450 

S7 1480 4.4 

12.6 

6.9 

98 

64 

09/13 

A 


City almost meets country 

Think of it as a slightly larger, comfier, more practical A-Class - we actually like it more 
[ElNot a proper SUV by any means, with tight rear seat room ; turbo-diesel a bit gruff 
The Pick: The GLA250 4matic is a superb jacked-up driver's hatch 


$48,300 L4TD 2.1 100 300 S7 1460 9.9 - 4.6 D 


05/14 F 


$46,420 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1503 8.2 - 6.6 91 60 04/15 F 


$49,620 L4TTD 2.2 129 420 A6 1573 8.4 


5.4 D 60 


$47,720 L4 2.5 138 250 A6 1626 8.2 


$50,920 


L4TTD 2.2 129 420 A6 1594 8.5 - 6.0 D 60 

Our 2005 COTY still great to drive 


Roadster Coupe 



NeoFWD 
Neo FWD 
MaxxFWD 
Maxx FWD 
Maxx FWD diesel 
MaxxAWD 
sTouring FWD 
sTouring FWD 
sTouring AWD 
sTouring AWD dies 
AkariFWD 
AkariFWD 
Akari AWD 
Akari AWD diesel 


MaxxFWD 

MaxxFWD 

Maxx 

Maxx Sport FWD 


1 Absolutely sublime chassis and steering; engine is keen and rorty; a pure experienc 
' [x] Body a tad loose with the roof down; no more soft-top (hardtop only); expensive 
* The Pick: Still true to MX-5’s pure ethos, but expensive. And an 86/BRZ steers better 

e 

$47,280 

L4 

2.0 

118 

188 

M6 

1167 

7.9 

15.7 

8.1 

95 

59 

07/11 


$49,405 

L4 

2.0 

118 

188 

M6 

1167 

7.8 

- 

8.1 

95 

53 

08/12 

R 

CX-3 

■ 

Big range, with sweet spots 





^ 1 

Striking styling; broad model range; AWD’s balanced and involving chassis; cool factor 

1 \Z\ Front-drive diesel misses the dynamic mark; noisy petrol engine; rear-seat side vision 

The Pick: Either an sTouring or Akari petrol manual, or one of the great-handling AWDs 

$19,990 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

M6 

1193 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 



F 

$21,990 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

A6 

1226 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 



F 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

M6 

1193 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 



F 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

A6 

1226 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 



F 

$26,790 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1262 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 



F 

$26,390 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

A6 

1294 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 



A 

$26,990 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

M6 

1193 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 



F 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

A6 

1226 

8.9 

16.4 

6.1 

91 


05/15 

F 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

A6 

1294 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 



A 

$33,390 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1356 

- 

- 

5.1 

D 



A 

$31,290 

L4 

2.0 109 

192 

M6 

1219 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 



F 

$33,290 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

A6 

1252 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 



F 

$35,290 

L4 

2.0 109 192 

A6 

1332 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 



A 

$37,690 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1368 

- 

- 

5.1 

D 



A 

CX-5 

■ 

Class-leading compact SUV 






Excellent dynamics (and not just for an SUV); well-packaged cabin ; drivetrain efficiency 
' [E]2.0 petrol needs revs to perform; no rear-seat air vents; steering freeze under load 

The Pick: Diesei Maxx Sport is one of the best compact SUVs on-sale in Australia 

$27,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1443 

- 

- 

6.4 

91 

69 


F 

$29,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1475 

- 

- 

6.4 

91 

69 


F 

$32,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1556 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

68 


A 

$32,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1482 

- 

- 

6.4 

91 

68 


F 



MERCEDES-Benz has upgraded its B-Class 
with extra equipment, as well as revised 
bumpers and a new grille to create a fresh 
look. Standard fare includes a reversing 
camera, self-parking, sat-nav and partial 
autonomous braking (it doesn’t apply 
maximum brakes). All but the base 
B180 get LED headlights, while the B250 
flagship picks up 18-inch alloys (17s on 
the others), lowered suspension and an 
AMG bodykit. Prices have increased by 
between $500 and $3800, the latter for the 
B250 that picks up 4Matic all-wheel drive. 
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Showroom 


Eng Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel F 

size Power Torque Trans, weight km/h metres cons. RON 


GLA250 

$58,600 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

S7 

1430 

7.1 

7.0 

95 - 

A 

GLA45AMG 

$80,430 

L4T 

2.0 

265 

450 

87 

1510 

4.8 - 

7.6 

98 - 

12/14 A 


A-Class grows a tail 


CLA200 

CLA200S-Brake 
CLA200CDI 
! CLA200 CDI $-Brak e $52,900 
CLA250Spo^^t $64,900 
CLA250 Sport S-B " j66, 400 
CLA45AMG 


^ Frameless doors give it a coupe feel; uprated interiors of non-AMG CLAs; boot space 
[x] Tight rear headroom; uncomfortable backseat; trim rattles; price premium over A-Class 
The Pick: CLA200 i s ple asant , thou gh 250 Sport i^punchier, while A MG i s meg a-fun 

$50,900 L4T 1.6 115 250 $7 1355 8.5 - 5.7 95 60 12/13 F 

' .$52,400 . L4T 1.6 115 250 $7 1385 , - _ 95 60 ^ F 

$51,400 L4TD 2.1 100 300 S7 1525 9.8 - 4.0 D 


L4T.P_ 2.1 100 300 $7 1555 


54 

54 


2.0 155 350 S7 1405 6.7 - 6.1 95 60 


L4T 2.0 155 3^ S7 1435. 


95_ 60 


$88,400 L4T 2.0 265 450 $7 1510 4.6 12.8 7.0 98 59 07/14 A 


CLA45 AMG S-Brake $89,900 L4T 2.0 265 450 S7 1540 4.7 - 


98 59 05/15 A 



Still not quite A-grade 
0 Spacious mini-MPV now with quality and class; competitive drivetrains 
\E\ Jiggly ride quality on standard run-flat tyres; slightly odd styling 
• The Pick: Solid effort, but ride quality not great. Try a BMW 2 Active Tourer 

T4T 1.6^^ 200f^7^T42^'l0.2 - 5.5^95 55. 


$47,400 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 

$7 

1432 8.4 

- ^ 5?5 

95 

50 

06/12 

F 

$47,900 

L4TD 

1.8 100 

300 

87 

9.3 

4.2 

D 

54 

06/12 

F 

$54,200^ 

L4T 

'2.0 155 

350 

87 

6.8 

6.8 

95^ 

54 


A 


S-Class goes compact 
Aerodynamic style; punchy petrol engines; superb interior; dynamics 
[SiRear seat comfort not great; coil-sprung models don’t ride like the Airmatic versions 
The Pick: C250 sed an o r esta te with optional Airmatic suspension 


G200 

$60,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1465 

7.3 

- 

6.0 

95 

60 

10/14 

R 

G200 Estate 

$63,400 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1525 

7.5 

- 

6.2 

95 

60 


R 

G200 BlueTEG 

$62,400 

_L4TD 

t6 

,J00, 

300 


1505^ 

10.2 

- 

- 

D 

60 


R 

G200BlueTEG Est. 

$64,900 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

300 

, 

A7 

1580 

10.6 

- 

- 

D 

60 


^ R 

G250 

$68,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

A7 

1480 

6.7 

14.8 

6.0 

95 

60 

12/14 

R 

G250 Estate 

$71,400 

_L4T 

2.0 

155_ 

350 


1545^ 

6.8 

- 

_6.9 ^ 

95 

60^ 

jp/M 

^ R 

G250 BlueTEG 

$70,400 

L4TD 

".1 

150 

500 

, . 

A7 

1595 

6.6 

- 

4.5 

D 

60 


R 

G250 BlueTEG Est. 

$72,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 " 

1660 

6.9 

- 

'4.8 ■ 

D 

60 


R 

G300 BlueTEG Hyb. 

$74,900 

L4TDH 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

- 

6.4 

- 

4.0 

D 

59 


R 


C-Class Coupe 


* 0 Similar-to-sedan pricing; brilliant steering and ride quality; strong engines 

1 El Not as pin-sharp in the bends as 4 Series Coupe; looks too much like a two-door sedan 

The Pick: C63 coupe is one of the truly great AMGs, but even the C180 is a sweetheart 

$59,900 

L4T 

'1.6 

115 

250 

~W~ 

1505 

8.5 - 6.3 

95 61 

01/12 

R 

$70,900 

L4T 

1.8 

150 

310 

A7 

1550 

7.2 - 6.9 

95 60 

08/11 

R 

$72,900 

L4TD 

2.2 

150 

500 

A7 

1660 

7.5 15.5 5.1 

D 61 

05/14 

R 

$72,900 

V6 

3.5 

225 

370 

A7 


6.0 - 7.9 

95 61 

R 

$159,507 

V8 

6.2 

373 

610 

A7 

1730 

4.1 12.1 12.1 

98 60 

09/14 

R 


Roadster lets Its hair down 


/si 










70 

IT 1 ui uioy V/iiaiauici iciiiaiiio, uui vviiii luvciy iicvv uiicui iiijcuiiuii vu aiiu ii uyai vu 

\E\ Clumsy transmission and abrupt ESC are out-of-sync with refined C-Class; poor ride 


The Pick: SLK200 is a simpie, sweet around-town tool ; 

AMG only works c 

)n racetracks 

SLK200 

$87,200 

L4T 

1.8 

135 

270 M6 

1435 

_7.3 

6.8 

95 

56 

R 

SLK200 

$87,200 

T4T 

1.8 

135 

270 'A7' 

1470 

7.0 

- 6.9 

95 

'56' 

05/11 'R 

SLK250 

$96,500 

L4T 

1.8 

150 

310 A7 

1500 

6.6 

7.0 

95 

57 

R 

SLK350 

$125,400 

V6 

3.5 

225 

370 A7 

1540 

_5.6 

8.3 

95 

52 _ 

01/12 R 

SLK55 AMG 

$162,400 

V8 

5.5 

310 

540 Al ' 

’l610 

4.6 

12.6 8.5 

98 

■55 

'10/12 ' R " 


More than just a new set of hips 



0 Mild facelift hides lots of new tech, including brilliant E300 Hybrid and supersonic E63 S 
0 E500 discontinued, as is E63 wagon ; twin-turbo V6 is hugely effective, but it’s still no V8 


The Pick: E300 Hybrid is tomorrow s sedan, today; E63 S is an 

1 old-school hot-rod 


E200 

$80,400 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1580 

8.2 

- 

6.4 95 

55 

R 

E200 Estate 

$87,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1660 

8.3 

- 

6.7 95 

55 

R 

E220GDI 

$82,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

125 

400 

A7 

1660 

8.4 

- 

4.9 D 

59 

R 

E250 

$96,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

A7 

1605 

7.4 

- 

6.4 95 

57 

R 

E250GDI 

$99,400 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1700 

7.5 

- 

4.9 D 

58 

R 

E250 GDI Estate 

$107,900 ■ 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1810 

7.8 

- 

5.1 D 

58 

R 

E300 Hybrid 

$109,400 

L4TDH 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1845 

7.5 

- 

4.3 D 

56 09/13 

R 

E400 

$129,430 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7 

1710 

5.3 

- 

7.6 95 

56 

R 

E400 Estate 

$138,900 

~V^T 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7~ 

1810 ■ 

'TX” 

- 

“8T“ 95 


R 

E63AMGS 

$250,930 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

800 

Al 

1795 

4.3 

12.2 

10.0 98 

48 09/13 

R 


sTp; 


E-Class Coupe 


^ Revamped and refined 


E200 

E250 

E250GDI 

E400 


0 New E200 entry coupe means you can now get into a two-door E-class for under $80 
- Built for touring, not apex hunting ; manual transmission availability would be nice 
• The Pick: All are sophisticated grand tourers, but we like the E400 and its twin-turbo VI 

K 

3 

$80,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 Al 

1540 

_7^8 ^ 

6.0 

95 

55 


"r“ 

$97,700 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 Al 

'l560' 

7.1 " - 

6.0^ 

95 

56 


'h ' 

$99,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 Al 

1660 

7.3 - 

4.7 

D 

58 


R 

$130,900 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 Al 

1650 

5.2 - 

7.5 

95 

57 


R 



E-Class Cabrio 


E200 

E250 

E400 


E-Class's lid lopped 
0 Airscarf- and Aircap-equipped for top-down winter warmth ; terrific top-up refinement 
E! No rip-snorting V8 in the line-up any more; it’s a Benz for cruisers, not drivers 
The Pick: As in the Coupe, the E400 is hard to go past if you like convertibles 

$89,900 L4T 2.0 135 300 A7 1660 8.2 - 6.5 95 55 R 

$107,700 L4T 2.0 155 350 A7 1690 7.5 - 6.5 95 58 R 

$144,900 V6TT 3.0 245 480 A7 1770 5.3 - 7.7 95 57 R 



Toyota Prius 

Clooney, di Caprio, you. Pick the odd man out 


IT HAS inspired the spilling of 
plenty of bile, with its asthmatic 
performance and the fact that it 
seems to have been styled to look 
like a boot heel, but there’s no 
denying that Toyota’s Prius has 
been a world-changing vehicle. 

Its looks and slightly nerdy 
hybrid technology should have 
made it the shunned kid in the 
schoolyard from the moment 
it was launched in 1997. The 
Japanese loved it, though, and 
still do, and this emboldened 
Toyota to take it to the world, and 
the US in particular. 

Initial reviews of its 13-second 
O-lOOkm/h performance were 
not positive in America, but then 
something remarkable happened. 
Many of Hollywood’s richest and 
coolest celebrities started buying 
Priuses, partly to look green and 


planet-friendly, but also because 
they came with a sticker that let 
you drive in Los Angeles’ Express 
Lanes, even if you weren’t 
carrying any passengers. 

Once Americans saw that 
famous people were driving 
them, it was all gravy for Toyota. 

The Japanese carmaker recently 
racked up seven million hybrid 
sales worldwide. The Prius 
accounts for nearly half that 
total, with more than 3.36 million 
now sold. In Japan, hybrids now 
make up 40 percent of all sales, 
while globally they’re at 15.2 
percent and growing. 

The Prius, which is also 
regularly bought by many of 
your fellow Australians, takes 
responsibility for starting all that. 
Love it or hate it, you have to at 
least admire it. 


LEAP OF FAITH , TEST OF FAITH 

Saving the planet, one ■ rLUu ^ The styling’s still parked 
slow, quiet and boring mnOTfljl a long way from pretty. 

drive at a time. Perhaps a postcode away. 
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still the most credible four-door coupe 



E still-pretty looks; lovely cabin ; brilliant steering and Airmatic ride (even on CLS63 AMG) 
[El Petrol V6 can’t match the oiler; CLS63 AMG will never return 10L/100km; only seats four 
The Pick: 350 CDI over an A7 3.0 TDI ; storming AMG a coin-toss away from Jaguar XFR 

CLS250CDI 

$114,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1710 

7.5 

- 

5.4 

D 

52 


R 

CLS250CDIS-Brake$124,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1790 

7.8 

- 

5.6 

D 

52 


R 

CLS400 

$139,900 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7 

1815 


- 

7.8 

95 

46 


R 

CLS500 

$169,900 

V8TT 

4.7 

300 

600 

A9 

1815 


- 

6.8 

95 

46 


R 

CLS500S-Brake 

$179,900 

V8TT 

4.7 

300 

600 

A9 

1815 


- 

8.9 

95 

46 


R 

CLS63AMGS 

$249,900 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

00 

o 

o 

A7 

1795 

4.3 

12.2 

10.0 

98 

48 

10/14 

R 



Arguably the world's best sedan 


S350 BlueTec 

S350L BlueTec 

S400L 

S500 

S500L 

S600L 

S63AMG 

S63AMGL 

S65AMGL 



[ Ef Incredible combination of agility, ride comfort and silence; superb seats; keen steering 
[E] Some trim combinations are putrid - money can't buy taste; expensive 

The Pick: The SWB S500 with 20-inch wheels because the brilliant ride still works 

$196,500 

L4TDH 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

2015 

7.6 


4.5 

D 


08/14 

R 

$216,700 

V6TD 

3.0 

190 

620 

A7 

1880 

6.8 


6.0 

D 


02/14 

R 

$224,200 

V6TD 

3.0 

190 

620 

A7 

1900 

6.8 

- 

6.0 

D 

- 


R 

$231,300 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7 

1920 

5.3 

- 

7.9 

95 

- 


R 

$286,600 

V8TT 

4.7 

335 

700 

A7 

1920 

4.8 

- 

9.2 

95 

- 

02/14 

R 

$311,800 

V8TT 

4.7 

335 

700 

A7 

1940 

4.8 

- 

9.2 

95 

- 

09/13 

R 

$417,500 

V8TT 

6.0 

390 

830 

A7 

2110 

4.6 


11.3 

98 



R 

$387,300 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

900 

A7 

1970 

4.0 

- 

10.2 

98 

- 

11/13 

R 

$399,900 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

900 

A7 

2095 

4.5 

- 

10.2 

98 

- 


R 

$490,000 

V12TT 

6.0 

463 

1000 

A7 

2250 

4.3 

- 

11.9 

98 

- 


R 

[ S-Class Coupe 

1^ two-door German powerhaus 


I El New generation gets big lift in interior presentation; nine-speed debut for base V8 

1 [x] Pricing, plus the cost of rear tyres, and probably insurance; and is the V12 worth it? 
The Pick: New twin-turbo V8s promise better economy with still-brilliant performance 


$319,000 

V8TT 

4.7 

335 

700 

A9 

1955 

4.6 

- 

8.6 

95 



$422,465 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

900 

A7 

1995 

4.2 

- 

10.2 

98 


R 

$518,395 

V12TT 

6.0 

463 

1000 

A7 

2110 

4.1 

- 

12.0 

98 


R 


Sports luxury, maybe. Not light 


E Updated SL scores a twin-turbo V6, joining an existing suite of superb engines 

1 (HI Looks odd from some angles; it’s still heavy, thirsty, and not exactly dynamic 

The Pick: Deploy the 900Nm SL63 or lOOONm SL65 for the full SL effect 


$229,000 V6TT 

3.0 

245 480 

A7 

1685 


- 

7.8 

95 



R 

$312,000 V8TT 

4.7 

320 700 

A7 

1785 

4.6 


9.4 

95 

51 

10/12 

R 

$399,000 V8TT 

5.5 

430 900 

A7 

1856 

4.3 

- 

10.2 

98 

51 


R 

$481,000 V12TT 

6.0 

463 1000 

A7 

1950 

4.0 

- 

11J 

98 

53 


R 


All grand, more sport than tourer 

1^ Brilliant new twin-turbo V8; fantastic sound; arresting styling; excellent steering; drama 
[El Some ergonomic issues inside cabin ; Australia won’t see the more affordable base GT 
The Pick: Well, there’s only one of them, and it’s a shedload better than the polarising SLS 


$295,000 V8TT 


4.0 375 650 A7 1495 3.8 - 9.4 98 02/15 

Punchy, paunchy, yet judicious with fuel 



jEl Superb twin-turbo oiler; premium cabin ; lovely steering and ride quality 
|[x] Can’t escape its sheer size; not particularly well packaged; not pretty to look at 



• The Pick: Feels $20K more expensive than it is, with the ML400 arguably the sweet spe 

It 

ML250 BlueTec 

$83,900 

L4TD 2.1 150 500 

A7 

2175 

9.0 

- 

6.4 

D 

60 

06/12 

A 

ML350 BlueTec 

$101,900 

V6TD 3.0 190 620 

A7 

2175 

7.5 

15.4 

7.3 

D 

61 

01/15 

A 

ML400 

$103,900 

V6TT 3.0 245 480 

S7 

2174 

6.1 

- 

9.4 

95 

63 


A 

ML500 

$122,900 

V8TT 4.7 300 600 

A7 

2288 

5.7 

- 

12.3 

95 

54 


A 

ML63AMG 

$182,900 

V8TT 5.5 386 700 

S7 

2345 

4.8 

- 

11.8 

98 

55 

05/13 

A 



Army truck for the road 



Tough-as image; AMG’s ultra-cool side tailpipes and burly new twin-turbo V8 donk 
[HiG-Class BlueTec name is paradoxical; live front axle; woeful steering; bucking ride 
The Pick: The outrageous AMG has perverse appeal, but only the diesel makes any sense 

$151,000 V6TD 3.0 155 540 A7 2300 9.1 - 11.2 D 58 A 

$167,900 V8 5.5 285 530 A7 2530 6.1 - 14.9 98 57 A 

$234,300 V8TT 5.5 400 760 A7 2550 5.4 - 13.8 98 56 05/14 A 

Stands for Goliath 

CZI Third-row seat actually comfortable and almost roomy; big load capacity;engines 
[x] Gargantuan Class, more like it - it’s bloody huge and not easy to thread through the city 
The Pick: The torquey diesel V6 is sensible; the twin-turbo AMG is seductive 

$129,930 VOID 3.0 190 620 A7 2455 7.9 = 7J D 65 04/13 A 


$155,430 V8TT 4.7 320 700 A7 2455 5.4 


1.5 95 54 


Grand Edition 


$216,930 V8TT 5.5 410 760 A7 2580 4.9 - 12.3 98 64 0^13 A 

Budget big Benz 

^ A cheaper way to get into an eight-seat Benz (and out of a VW Multivan or Tarago) 

[El Like Viano, it’s a commercial van with bolted-in seats 
The Pick: This over its VW Multivan and Toyota Tarago rivals 

$54,490 [?fD 2.1 120 360 A5 2155 - = 82 D 54 ^ 

It's a big Benz bongo van 

El Enormously roomy, complete with limo-style, face-to-face rear seating 
(x) Sheer size makes it difficult to manoeuvre and park, which kinda defeats its purpose 
The Pick: V6 diesel is a good unit, but Viano struggles to hide its commercial origins 

$81Ti15 V6TD 3.0 165 440 A5 2235 9.1 - 8.6 D ^ ~ 



Mini 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mini.com.au 


Best Mini ever 



[ Ei Brilliant handling and super-sharp turn-in ; Cooper S’s great acoustics; improved cabin 
- \E} Puffy front not as pretty as before; thicker pillars; three-pot should sound fruitier 

The Pick: The excellent Cooper S manual on 17s with optional adaptive dampers 

$24,500 

L3T 

1.2 

75 

180 

M6 

1090 

9.9 

- 

4.9 

95 

- 

F 

$26,850 

L3T 

1.2 

75 

180 

A6 

1120 

10.2 

- 

5.0 

95 

- 

F 

$26,650 

L3T 

1.5 

100 

220 

M6 

1085 

7.9 

- 

4.7 

95 

- 

06/14 

F 

$30,100 

L3T 

1.5 

100 

220 

A6 

1115 

7.8 

- 

4.9 

95 

- 

F 

$31,800 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 

270 

M6 

1135 

9.2 

- 

3.7 

D 

- 

F 

$34,150 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 

270 

A6 

1150 

9.2 

- 

3.9 

D 

- 

F 

$36,950 

L4T 

2.0 

141 

280 

M6 

1160 

6.8 

- 

5.9 

95 

- 

06/14 

F 

$39,300 

L4T 

2.0 

141 

280 

A6 

1175 

6.7 

- 

5.5 

95 

- 

F 

$47,400 

L4T 

2.0 170 

320 

M6 

1205 

6.3 

- 

6.7 

95 

- 


F 


- $49,950 .L4T 


2.0 170 320 A6 1220 6.1 - 

Mini attempts a high-five 


5.7 95 - 


E Longer wheelbase and additional rear doors broaden the Mini's family-hatch appeal 
[ElBetrays the Mini's DNA; rear doors look piddly; isn't this what a Countryman is for? 

The Pick: A Cooper or Cooper D auto with the smallest wheels. The S doesn't deserve this 



$27,750 

L3T 

1.5 

100 

220 

M6 1145 

8.2 

4.7 

95 - 

F 

$30,400 

L3T 

1.5 

100 

220 

A6 1175 

8.1 

4.8 

95 - 

F 

$32,900 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 

270 

M6 1190 

9.4 

3.6 

D - 

F 

$35,550 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 

270 

A6 1205 

9.5 

3.8 

D - 

F 

$38,050 

L4T 

2.0 

141 

280 

M6 1220 

6.9 

5.9 

95 - 

F 

$40,700 

L4T 

2.0 

141 

280 

A6 1240 

6.8 

5.4 

95 - 

F 

Fabric and function 1 

El Neat fabric folding-roof mechanism; still drives like a Mini 



^Premium over the hard-top 

is excessive; unavoidable reduction in 

1 body rigidity 


^ The Pick: Base is too sluggish for the money - go the Cooper S or JCW 


$40,350 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 1165 

9.8 

6.1 

95 56 

F 

$44,250 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 1205 

9.8 

6.1 

95 56 

F 

$48,800 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

M6 1165 

7.3 

6.4 

95 57 

F 

$52,200 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

M6 1230 

7.7 

6.4 

95 57 

F 

$58,500 

L4T 

1.6 

155 

260 

M6 1240 

6.9 

7.2 

95 58 

F 


Not worth joining the Club, man 


s 

s 

JCW 


E Introduces extra rear-seat legroom and boot space to the Mini breed 

1 EHlUnlike a Hyundai Veloster, single rear door opens into traffic, not on the kerb side 
® The Pick: A Countryman if you need the space - it’s worth the extra $4K 

$34,900 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 1145 9.8 

- 

5.8 

95 

55 

F 

$37,855 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

A6 1175 10.9 

- 

6.8 

95 

55 

F 

$43,900 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

M6 1205 7.0 

- 

6.3 

95 

55 

F 

$46,855 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

A6 1230 7.7 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 

F 

$51,800 

L4T 

1.6 

155 

280 

M6 1205 6.8 

- 

7.0 

95 

57 

F 




[3 Plenty of driving fizz and Mini character in a more practical SUV-ish body 
[HjNeeds a 2.0-litre, or more boost, to deal with the extra weight 
The Pick: A fine drive, but the (more conservative) VW Tiguan is a smarter choice 



$34,150 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

M6 

1265 

10.5 

- 

6.5 

95 

58 

F 


$37,155 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 


1295 

10.5 

- 

6.5 

95 

59 

F 

D 

$36,950 

L4TD 

1.6 

82 270 

M6 

1310 

10.9 

- 

4.4 

D 

58 

F 

D 

$39,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

82 270 

A6 

1335 

11.3 

- 

5.6 

D 

58 

F 

S 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

M6 

1310 

7.6 

- 

6.6 

95 

59 

01/12 

F 

S 

$50,555 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

A6 

1335 

7.9 

- 

7.5 

95 

59 

F 

SALL4 

$45,500 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

M6 

1380 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

95 

60 

A 

SALL4 

$47,555 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

A6 

1405 

8.2 

15.9 

8.1 

95 

60 

06/11 

A 

SDALL4 

$46,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 305 

M6 

1395 

9.4 

- 

4.9 

D 

60 

A 

JCWALL4 

$56,900 

L4T 

1.6 

160 280 

M6 

1405 

7.0 

- 

8.0 

98 

60 

A 


■ :rPrTTTFri^M ■ Not just a Countryman coupe | 


E Sharp dynamics; cabin improvements; rear-seat space 

[El $2K extra for fewer doors ; Aussies miss out on fuel-saving tech ; slow base models 

The Pick: Take the Paceman S. More fun and worth the extra dosh 


$34,150 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

M6 

1255 

10.4 

- 

6.5 

95 

57 

F 


$37,205 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

A6 

1275 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

95 

57 

10/13 

F 

s 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

M6 

1380 

7.5 

- 

6.6 

95 

58 

F 

JCW 

$56,900 

L4T 

1.6 

155 280 

M6 

1400 

6.9 


7.4 

95 

59 

09/13 

A 


r 


k 

U 


_ • mm 5yr/130, 000km 

JVLltSUDlSill w w w.mitsubishi-motors .com . au 


Cheap, cheerless mini 

El Better-equipped than you’d expect at the price; long warranty; should be reliable 
[HlLeisurely pace; bouncy ride; tight rear seat; hideous sedan styling 
The Pick: The base ES manual at a bargain price. Or better still, a second-hand Mazda 2 


ES 

ES 

ES sedan 


$11,490 L3 


1.2 57 100 M5 865 


4.6 91 58 04/13 F 


$13,490 L3 1.2 57 100 C 


4.6 91 52 


$14,490 L3 


1.2 57 100 M5 925 
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Showroom 




Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Powei 

■ Torque 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$16,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

G 

940 

14.5 

19.6 

4.9 

91 

50 

10/14 

F 

$12,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

M5 

865 

- 

- 

4.8 

91 

52 

F 

$14,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

G 

890 

- 

- 

4.9 

91 

54 

F 

$17,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

G 

940 

- 

- 

4.9 

91 

49 

F 


ES Sport 
ES Sport 
GSR Sportback 
GSR Sportback 
LS sedan 
LS sedan 
XLS sedan 
XLS sedan 
Ralliart sedan 
Evolution MT sedan 
Evolution MR sedan 


Value or Evo - they're poles apart 
Neat styling; decent value; Evo’s go-kart handling and adjustability; MB’s Recaro seats 
O Lots! Non-Evo dynamics are rubbish; cheap interior; poor front seats; drony CVT... 
The Pick: A competitor - even a Korean one. Or the Evo if you're deaf 

$18,990 ' 


14 


2.0 110 197 M5 1285 9.6 - 6.9 91 57 



LS 
LS 
XLS 
LS4x4 
XLS 4x4 


$20,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

G 

1315 

10.3 



7.4 

91 

57 


F 

$21,990 

L4 

2.4 125 

226 

M5 

1370 



8.8 

91 



J_ 

$23,990 

L4 

2.4 125 

226 

G 

1400 



8.9 

91 



F 

$20,990 

L4 

'2.0 110 

197 

M5 

1325 

9.6 

^ ' 

6.9 

91 



F 

$22,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

G 

1355 

10.5 

- 

7.4 

91 

58 


F 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 125 

226 

M5 

1345 

9.1 


8.8 

91 

60 


F 

$28,490 

L4 

2.4 125 

226 

G 

1375 

9.8 

- 

8.5 

91 

59 

10/07 

F 

$37,990 

L4T 

2.0 177 

343 

$6 

1480 



9.6 

98 

56 

01/09 

A 

$52,990 

L4T 

2.0 217 

366 

M5 

1490 

" 6.3 

14.4 

10.2 

98 

51 

08/08 

A 

$58,990 

L4T 

2.0 217 

366 

56 

1520 

5.7 

14.0 

10.1 

98 

50 

T2/13 

A 

1 ASX 

■ 

Compact-priced SUV 







f R3 Exterior styling improving with age; keen pricing; torquey turbo-diesei 

F [3 Interior smaiier than SUV rivais; lacks refinement; Peugeot/Citroen clones drive better 
t The Pick: 2WD is cheap, aithough we'd prefer to step up to a 4WD diesei 

$24,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

M5 

1335 

- 

- 

7.6 

91 

60 


F 

$26,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

G 


- 

- 


91 

60 


F 

$31,490 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

G 

1375 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

61 



$31,990 

L4TD 

' 2.2 110 

360 

A6 _ 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

D 

- 

09/13 

A 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

360 

A6 ' 

1515 

— 

~ 

5.8 

D 

‘60 

09/13 

A 



You got seven seats in that? 


ES2WD 

ES2WD 

LS2WD 

ES 

LS 

LSTD 
Aspire 
Aspire TO 
PHEV 

PHEV Aspire 


A compact-ish SUV that squeezes in seven seats; smooth, quiet diesei; equipment 
\S\ Coarse-surface tyre noise; crappy seat comfort; Aspire’s putrid woodgrain dash inserts 
The Pick: An aii-wheei-drive LS turbo-diesei with six-speed auto 

$27,740 

L4 

2.0 

110 

190 

M5 1395 - 

7.0 

91 

59 

F 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

190 

G 1425 - 

7.6 

91 

58 

F 

$34,490 

L4 

2.0 

110 

190 

G 1425 - 

6.6 

91 

59 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.4 

124 

220 

G 1495 - 

7.5 

91 

57 

A 

$36,490 

L4 

2.4 

124 

220 

G 1530 11.0 

17.9 7.5 

91 

57 08/14 

A 

$39,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

360 

A6 1610 - 

5.8 

D 

57 03/13 

A 

$43,890 

L4 

2.4 

124 

220 

G 1530 - 

7.5 

91 

58 

A 

$46,890 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

360 

A6 1610 - 

5.8 

D 

59 

A 

$47,490 

L4H 

2.0 

149 

195 

A1 1810 ^ 

- J.9 

91 

A 

$52,490 

L4H 

2.0 

149 

195 

A1 1871 - 

- " 1.9 

91 

A 


t It's basically a Triton wagon 


l/l Wedges between Outlander and Pajero in the Mitsu SUV stabie; strong off-road abiiity 
[x] Crude separate chassis is shared with Triton, as is the budget-feeiing interior 
The Pick: Duai-range ’box and grunty diesel make it the SUV pick if you’re headed off-road 


$42,490 L4TD 2.5 131 400 M5 1990 - 


8.3 D 61 


LS 



$44,990 

L4TD 

2.5 131 400 

A5 

2000 - 


9.8 

D 

61 


A 

$49,990 

L4TD 

2.5 131 350 

A5 

2000 - 



- 

9.8 

D 

61 


A 

1 Pajero 

■ ' 

Mitsu's staple family workhorse 





b'] Tough family transporter is aiso a proper off-roader; undercuts serious 4WD rivais 
[x]Feeis old (it is) and creaky; noisy diesel; ponderous dynamics; heavy 

The Pick: The thrifty diesel, but unless you venture off-road often, think Territory or CX-9 

$50,990 

L4TD 

3.2 

147 441 

M5 

2273 - 

- 

8.4 

D 

60 


A 

$53,990 

L4TD 

3.2 

147 441 

A5 

2263 - 

- 

8.6 

D 

60 


A 

$58,990 

L4TD 

3.2 

147 441 

A5 

2314 - 

- 

8.6 

D 

62 


A 

$65,990 

L4TD 

3.2 

147 441 

A5 

2335 - 

- 

9.2 

D 

62 


A 


Morgan 


2yr/10 0,0 00km 
www.morgancars.com.au 


I A synonym for 'old-gen' 


Fabulously raw and lightweight roadsters; relativeiy affordabie 
Forget about cabin ergonomics or ride quaiity; definiteiy not practicai 
The Pick: This or a Caterham if your house backs onto a racetrack 


4/4 

$79,990 

L4 

1.6 

82 131 

'm6‘ 

868 

8.0 

6.3 

95 

67 

R 

Plus 4 

$89,910 

L4 

2.0 

106 187 

M6 

877 

7.5 

7.0 

95 

61 

R 

Roadster 

$129,900 

V6 

3.7 

'209 352 

M6‘ 

950 

‘ 5.5 

- 9.8 

95 

'61 

■ R ^ 


Nissan 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.nissan.com.au 


Where's the supercharged triple? 



Keenly-priced and well-kitted; keen 1.2-litre triple; fun handling 

Tinny, basic and unrefined compared with larger light hatches; gutsier 1.5 discontinued 
The Pick: Base ST manual. Avoid the expensive Ti - you're much better off in a Mazda 2 

ST 

$13,490 

L3 

1.2 

56 100 M5 

942 12.0 18.5 5.9 91 61 

04/13 F 

ST 

$14,990 

L3 

1.2 

56 100 A4 

947 - - 6.5 91 60 

F 

ST-L 

$15,490 

L3 

1.2 

56 100 M5 

952 - - 6.0 91 62 

F 

ST-L 

$16,990 

L3 

1.2 

56 100 A4 

962 - - 6.6 91 60 

F 




Renault R5 Turbo 


Mixed martial arches 

WITH cars like the VW Golf R 
posting sub-five-second sprints 
to lOOkm/h, you might think 
that the hot-hatch world is fairly 
insane right now, but it’s simply 
following its own rich tradition. 

The deranged hatch was born 
in 1980 with the unveiling of the 
genuinely intimidating Renault 
R5 Turbo. With wheelarches so 
massive you could shelter baby 
elephants under them, it looked 
as crazy as what it actually was 
- a rally car that had been mildly 
modified so it could be sold for 
the road. 

A 1.4-litre turbocharged engine 
was wedged in behind the driver 
for ideal, mid-engined sportiness, 
which required considerable 
fiddling of the standard, front- 
engined Renault 5. 

That was just the start of 
what the berserkers at Renault’s 
motor sport division were asking 


for, however, because they also 
wanted the Turbo to be rear- 
wheel drive rather than the 
standard FWD. 

Marcello Gandini, the man 
who penned the Countach, was 
responsible for the radical styling, 
while outputs were a then- 
impressive 118kW and 221Nm, 
in a car that weighed just 970kg. 
The result was a then outrageous 
O-lOOkm/h time of just 6.6sec, 
a top speed of 200km/h and 
absolute legend status in the 
world of hot hatches. 

Renault, which now makes 
some very fine modern cars 
of this genre, was even crazy 
enough to try to reinvent the R5 
with the Clio V6. 

The excellent RS Megane can 
trace its lineage back to the R5 
Turbo, but then just about all of 
its hot-hatch competitors should 
tip their hats to it as well. 


LEAP OF FAITH r ^ TEST OF FAITH 

Motor sport madness for ni NO ■■■, Only 3756 examples were 
the road; created a fft || | | |[ J built during four years in 
genre that’s still going 'jWlhjIry production, which makes 
strong today. them exreedinplv rare. 


them exceedingly rare. 


$18,990 L3 1.2 56 100 A4 970 - 


6.6 91 60 11/11 
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NISSAN - PORSCHE 





Pulsar revived, but not the N14's spirit 

Vast cabin; big boot; keen pricing; revives a once-loved name; should be reliable 
[E] Dull styling; no folding backrest; light steering; flaccid dynamics; mediocre performance 
The Pick: Something else - Mazda 3 and Corolla smashed Pulsar in a Wheels compare 


Less bush, more city 


ST Hatch 
ST-L Hatch 
ST-S Hatch 
SSS Hatch 
ST 
ST-L 
Ti 


$19,290 L4 1.8 96 174 M6 1208 - 


7.2 91 58 


$22,590 L4 1.8 96 174 M6 1230 


7.2 91 57 


$25,490 L4T 1.6 140 240 M6 1284 - 


7.7 95 56 


$29,790 L4T 1.6 140 240 M6 1304 - 


7.7 95 55 08/13 F 


$19,990 L4 1.8 96 174 M6 1250 - 


7.2 91 54 06/13 F 


$23,690 L4 1.8 96 174 M6 1260 - 


7.2 91 52 


$29,990 L4 


1.8 9 6 174 C 1280 - 

Maxima be gone 


6.7 91 50 



H Impressively punchy and refined four-pot/CVT combo; well-equipped; roomy; cheap-ish 
(Hive is too much for Altima’s front-end to handle; terminal understeer; rental-car styling 

The Pick: ST-L has a sweet drivetrain, plenty of kit and better wheels than the dowdy ST 

ST 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1435 - 

- 

7.5 

91 

55 

01/14 

F 

ST-L 

$35,990 

L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1451 - 

- 

7.5 

91 

55 


F 

Ti 

$40,490 

L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1467 - 

- 

7.5 

91 

54 


F 

Ti-S 

$45,490 

V6 

3.5 

183 

312 

C 

1536 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

54 


F 



Drive-away electric 



Premium 
Luxury 
Black Edition 


ST 

ST-S 

Ti-S 


ST 

ST 

Ti 

Ti 

TS 

TL 



ST 

ST 

ST 7-seat 
ST 4WD 
ST-L 

ST-L 7-seat 
ST-L4WD 
Ti4WD 
TS 

TS 4WD 
TL 

TL4WD 



ST 

Ti 


IZ] Purpose-built electric, with loads oftorque;supremeiy smooth; classy, techy interior 
[El Regenerative braking, steering and handling all a bit weird-burger and/or artificial 

The Pick: Urn, the Leaf- 

■ especially at its current $39,990 driveaway price 



$39,990 

E 



80 

280 A1 

1525 

11.9 

- 


- 

09/11 

F 

1 370Z 

Nissan's cut-price Cayman 

Fast and sharp; big-hearted V6; sweetly balanced; trick auto-blip manual on 
Engine still coarse; manual shift a tad clunky; ride quality on rough roads 
The Pick: It’s no son-of-Godzilla, but a tyre fryin’ hoot on smooth hotmix 

downshifts 

$56,930 

V6 

3.7 

245 

363 M6 

1471 

5.6 

13.8 

10.5 95 

64 

06/09 

R 

$59,930 

V6 

3.7 

245 

363 A7 

1485 

5.7 

13.8 

10.5 95 

63 

12/09 

R 



.. and Nissan's cut-price Boxster 




^ Same virtues as the coupe, but the V6 should sound sweeter top-down 

1 IE) 137kg extra weight is like having a S/ggesf Loser contestant on board, all of the time 
‘ The Pick: Auto is slick and intuitive, but we’d still opt for the manual 

$65,930 

V6 

3.7 

245 

363 M6 

1608 

- 

- 

11.2 95 

61 

01/10 

R 

$68,930 

V6 

3.7 

245 

363 A7 

1618 


~ 

11.2 95 

61 

R 

Tgt-r ^ 


i 

Godzilla: the third season 





Cutting-edge tech delivers supercar pace and dynamics, mixed with user-friendliness 

I (H) Very firm ride over rough urban tarmac; dual-clutch ’box is clunky at low speeds 

The Pick: Base Premium gets all the grunt and all-paw ability 

$172,000 

V6TT 

3.8 

404 628 S6 

1740 

3.2 

11.2 

11.7 98 

60 

12/13 

A 

$177,000 

V6TT 

3.8 

404 628 S6 

1740 

- 

- 

11.7 98 

60 


A 

$182,500 

V6TT 

3.8 

404 628 S6 

1740 

~ 

~ 

11.7 98 

59 


A 

fjuke 

n 

Plays more than one genre 



- 

n 

^ Brings individuality to the small crossover segment; 
(El Busy urban ride; noisv CVT; heavy Ti-S AWD; styling 

punchy 140kW turbo in ST-S manual 

I a compilation, but no best-of 

The Pick: Top-spec turbo Ti-S with torque-vectoring AWD, the wannabe baby Godzilla 


$22,090 

L4 

1.6 

86 

158 M5 

1172 

11.0 

- 

6.0 95 

56 

F 

$28,490 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 M6 

1286 

8.2 

15.9 

6.9 95 

54 

01/14 

F 

$32,490 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 C 

1425 

8.4 

- 

7.4 95 

54 

A 

1 Qashqai 

1 Dualis takes a back seat with new model 

1^ Clever packaging combined with a sharp price; handles like a jumped-up hatchback 
fxl Performance not its forte, though both engines try hard ; no rear-seat air vents 

The Pick: Base petrol ST with CVT auto, even if it misses out on the clever boot partitions 

$25,850 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 M6 

1372 

9.9 

- 

7.7 91 

60 

F 

$28,490 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 C 

1408 

10.1 

- 

6.9 91 

59 

09/14 

F 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 M6 

1421 

9.9 

- 

7.7 91 

59 

F 

$34,990 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 C 

1457 

10.1 

- 

6.9 91 

59 

F 

$33,590 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 C 

1556 

11.1 

- 

4.9 D 

59 

F 

$38,390 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 C 

1605 

11.1 

- 

4.9 D 

58 

09/14 

F 

1 X-Trail 

r 

Latest model a huge improvement 


1 


^ Less gawky looks; extra stretch adds third-row option; quiet, luxurious and roomy 
[^Some trim still feels cheap; foot-operated park brake; ultimately lacking in finesse 
The Pick: Sharp pricing on the front-drive ST auto looks the goods 


$27,990 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 M6 

1437 

- 

- 

8.2 91 

62 

F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 C 

1470 

- 

- 

7.9 91 

61 

F 

$31,580 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 C 

1516 

- 

- 

8.1 91 

62 

F 

$33,980 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 C 

1526 

- 

- 

8.3 91 

62 

A 

$36,590 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 C 

1487 

- 

- 

7.9 91 

61 

F 

$37,590 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 C 

1533 

- 

- 

8.1 91 

61 

F 

$39,490 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 C 

1543 

10.3 

17.4 

8.3 91 

61 

08/14 

A 

$45,190 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 C 

1574 

- 

- 

8.3 91 

61 

A 

$35,380 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 C 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 D 

62 

F 

$35,680 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 M6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 D 

62 

A 

$46,280 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 C 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 D 

61 

F 

$46,580 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 M6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 D 

61 

A 


L 

Sci-fi styled SUV 






□ 

0 Looks more 'sport' than 'utility vehicle'; roomy and comfortable interior; stacked with kit 
[^improved handling, but understeer is still the default setting; lifeless steering 

The Pick: ST is good value, if you’re after 

a big, comfy. 

reliable Labrador of a family car 


$48,990 

V6 

3.5 191 

336 C 

1822 

8.0 

- 

10.9 95 

53 

05/09 

A 

$60,240 

V6 

3.5 191 

336 C 

1850 

8.0 

- 

10.9 95 

54 

02/10 

A 


ST2WD 
ST4WD 
ST Hybrid 
ST-L2WD 
ST-L4WD 
ST-L Hybrid 
Ti2WD 
Ti4WD 
Ti Hybrid 


r [ZI No longer a wagon version of a separate-chassis ute; big seven-seat interior; smooth V6 
[H12WD version is front-drive; on-demand 4WD equals little off-road ability; no diesel 

The Pick: Value-packed ST 4WD blends on-road grip with room for seven, plus luggage 

$39,990 

V6 

3.5 

190 

325 

C 

1920 - 

9.9 

91 60 

R 

$44,290 

V6 

3.5 

190 

325 

C 

1985 - 

10.2 

91 60 

A 

$42,990 

L4HS 

2.5 

188 

330 

C 

1969 - 

8.4 

61 

F 

$50,490 

V6 

3.5 

190 

325 

C 

1960 - 

9.9 

91 61 01/14 

R 

$54,490 

V6 

3.5 

190 

325 

C 

2025 - 

10.2 

91 61 

A 

$57,490 

L4HS 

2.5 

188 

330 

C 

2073 - 

8.5 

65 

A 

$60,990 

V6 

3.5 

190 

325 

C 

2000 - 

9.9 

91 63 

R 

$65,090 

V6 

3.5 

190 

325 

C 

2065 - 

10.2 

91 63 

A 

$68,090 

L4HS 

2.5 

188 

330 

C 

2073 - 

8.5 

65 

A 


Hectares of 4WD for the money 



I E Huge, roomy and oh-so-tough, as you’d expect with a Patrol; looks great covered in dirt 

1 [EiWeight; dynamics; stuff-youse-all image when used in cities; almost as big as the QEii 

The Pick: You’ll feel like King of the Rodeo in an ST 3.0 manual, but she’s very agricultural 

DX3.0 

$53,890 L4TD 

3.0 118 

380 M6 2372 - - 10.9 D 69 

A 

ST 3.0 

$57,390 L4TD 

3.0 118 

380 M6 2483 - - 10.9 D 66 

A 

ST Titanium 

$57,390 L4TD 

3.0 118 

380 M6 2483 - - 10.9 D 66 

A 


|Y62 Patrol | 

My dear, how you've blossomed 

□ 


E Posh, all-new V8 

Patrol has graduated from Uni and is living in the eastern suburbs 


[ElAt 2.8 tonnes, it’s the heaviest ‘car’ on sale in Austraiia; V8 loves a binge drink 
^ The Pick: ST-L over the Y61 Ti (see above). But we’d have a Benz GL350 CDi 


ST-L 

$82,690 V8 

5.6 298 560 A7 2739 - - 14.5 95 64 

~jr 

Ti 

$93,390 V8 

5.6 298 560 A7 2800 - - 14.5 95 65 

A 

Ti-L 

$114,490 V8 

5.6 298 560 A7 2829 - - 14.5 95 64 

A 



Peugeot 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.peugeot.com.au 



ITT 

Finally, a lighter light hatch 





n 

E Active is light and punchy; GTi is a sexy and sophisticated hot-hatch ; plush interior 
E^OId four-speed auto is last-century’s rubbish; mid-spec 1.6 the least impressive engine 
The Pick: Charming three-pot, or the feisty GTi (though Fiesta ST handles better) 

$18,490 

L3 

1.2 

60 118 

M5 975 13.9 

- 

4.7 ■ 

95 

56 

11/12 

F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 160 

A4 1123 11.1 

18.0 

6.7 

95 

56 

03/15 

F 

$23,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 160 

A4 1123 11.9 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 

F 

$26,490 

L4 

1.6 

88 160 

A4 1123 11.9 

- 

6.7 

95 

54 

F 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 275 

M6 1160 6.6 

14.8 

5.9 

95 

55 

11/13 

F 


Return to French form 


1.2 Active 
1.6 Active 


EZ] Terrific three-pot; supple ride; adjustable handling; great packaging; commendably light 
EElAuto is an ancient four-speed; diesel is grumbly and expensive; instrument location 
= The Pick: The iovable three-pot 1 .2, or the noisier 1 .6 manual if you desire proper grunt 

$21,990 L3 1.2 60~118 M5 1022 13.5 " - 4.9 ~ 95 59 12/13 F~ 


$24,990 L4 1.6 88 160 A4 1113 


6.5 95 59 


PEUGEOT has fleshed out its 
excellent 308 range, which did 
so well in COTY 2014. The latest 
additions are two GT models - a 
ISlkW manual petrol and a 133kW 
auto diesel. In addition to bigger 
brakes, jower suspension and 18s, 
the GTs get blind-spot monitoring. 


active cruise control and partial 
auto braking. A new 110kW/240Nm 
1.6 turbo-petrol engine has algJ|A 
joined the range, muscling the 
sweet triple from the Allure and, 
in turn, increasing the price. Some 
other models have also increased 
by between $500 and $1000. 
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Showroom 


1.6 Active 
1.6 Allure 
1.6 Allure 
1.6e-HDi Outdoor 



Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resaie 

issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$24,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 

1113 

11.2 

- 

6.5 

95 

59 


F 

$27,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 

J60 ,, 

M5 

1053. 

11.3 


5.9 

.95_ 

58 

01/14 

F _ 

$29,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 

1113 

11.2 

- 

6.5 

95 

58 


F 

$31,990 

L4TD 

1.6 

115 

240 

M5 

1131 

11.5 

- 

4.0 

D 

58 


F 


Best Pug this century 



[ Smart styling; entry-level triple is a belter; terrific dynamics; well equipped for the money 
i (SD Torsion-beam rear can be felt at times; ride suffers on big wheels; costs more than a Golf 


The Pick: The 1 .2 turbo triple is a rip-snorter, even as an auto, and so is the diesel wagon 

Access 

$21,990 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

M6 

1090 

9.3 

16.5 4.6 

95 

04/15 

F 

Access 

$23,990 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

A6 

1150 

9.1 

5.1 

95 


F 

Active 

$28,340 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

A6 

1150 

9.1 

5.1 

95 

12/14 

F 

Allure 

®2.790 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 

1255 

8.5 

6.5 

95 



F ' 

Allure BlueHDi 

$35,290 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

370 

A6 

1310 

8.6 

4.1 

D 



F 

Allure Premium 

$36,440 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 

1255 

8.5 

6.5 

95 



F ' 

Allure Prem BlueHDi $38,940 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

370 

A6 

1310 

8.6 

- 

D 



F 

Allure Touring 

$35,490 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

'240 

'A6' 



- '6.5 ■ 

95 



F 

Allure T'ringBlueHDi$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

370 

A6 

1420 

8.9 

4.2 

D 



F 

Allure Touring Prem 1S9J40 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 



6.5 

95 



F ' 

Allure T Prem Blue' 

$41,640 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

370 

A6 



- 

D 



F 

GT “ 

$41,990 

L4T 

1.6 

151 

285 

M6 

1200 

7.5 

5.6 

95 



F 

GT BlueHDi 

$42,990 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 

A6 

1365 

8.4 

4.0 

D 



F ' 



Compact, yet versatile Frenchie 




t 


t Quirky-looking compact SUV; stylish, versatile interior; decent drivetrains 

1 No manuals; steerina and ride far from class-leadina ; invisible imaae 




• The Pick: All models are well-priced, but 3008 isn’t a stand-out Peugeot 




Active Turbo 

$36,490 

L4T 

1.6 

115 

240 

A6 

1555 

9.5 

9.5 

95 

58 


F 

Active HDi 

$39,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

A6 

1614 

10.2 

6.6 

D 

58 


F 

Allure Turbo 

$39,990 

L4T 

1.6 

115 

240 

A6 

1555 

9.5 

7.8 

95 

58 


F 

Allure HDi 

$43,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

A6 

1614 

10.3 

17.4 6.7 

D 

57 

11/10 

F 



Style, of sorts, over substance 


Active 
Allure 
Allure HDi 
Allure GTHDi 
Allure Touring 
Allure HDi Touring 
GT HDi Touring 



1 Fairly glam to look at, with a slick interior; impressive diesel and six-speed auto 

1 [£] It’s expensive, heavy and lacks any notion of sportiness 

The Pick: Surely an Audi A3 Cabriolet instead of this hangover from last decade 

$52,990 

L4T 1.6 115 240 

A6 

1533 9.8 

- 

7.7 

95 

56 

F 

|508 

H Mid-size for non-conformists 


_ 

U 

' liS Price and equipment; roomy, quality interior; GT’s punch and capable dynamics 
' IS Regular models lack the handling of the GT; all lack the serene ride of Peugeots past 
The Pick: GT HDi is semi-sporting and a valid premium-Japanese alternative 


$36,990 

L4T 1.6 115 240 

A6 

1485 8.3 

15.8 

7.1 

95 

55 03/11 


$39,490 

L4T 1.6 115 240 

A6 

1485 9.2 

- 

7.1 

95 

55 

F 

$43,990 

L4TD ' 2.0‘l20 340 

V6 " 

1520 "9.5 

- 

7.1 

Q 

56 '09/11 ' 

y_ 

$55,490 

L4TD "2.2"l50 450 

A6 ' 

1540 - 

- 

5.7 

D 

57 09/11 

> 

$42,490 

L4T 1.6 115 240 

A6 

1434 9.5 

- 

5.7 

95 

56 

F 

$46,990 

_L4TD _ 2.0_12q_j340 

_A6 j 

_I544_8.2_ 

- 

‘5.7 ■ 

D 

_56 ■ ■ 

F ~ 

$58,490 

14TD'''2.2 150 450 

A6"’ 

’ 1676 ~ - 

- 

5.9 ’ 

D 

57 ' 

F 


Fluent French people mover 


PI A proper French ride, with amenabie handiing; roomy for front occupants; storage bins 
\E\ Heavy for the powertrains on offer; space becomes iess generous the further back you go 
The Pick: The turbo-petroi, with its iighter front-end and stiil-decent economy 

$36,990 L4T 1.6 115 240 A6 1565 11.1 7.6 95 49 10/13 F 

$40,490 L4TD 2.0 120 340 A6 1694 11.8 - 6.3 D 49 F 


Peugeot rediscovers styling 




. [^ As voluptuous as a Parisian waitress; sharp handling and great balance of manual 1. 
f IS Petrol turbo could use more grunt; diesel a questionable mismatch for this coupe rol 

6T 

e 

The Pick: Turbo petrol manual is great fun and value 







$58,990 L4T 

1.6 

147 275 

M6 

1372 

7.5 


6.9 

95 

61 

02/11 

T’ 

$58,990 L4T 

1.6 

115 240 

A6 

1372 

8.4 


7.3 

95 

61 

02/11 

F 

$58,990 L4TD 

2.0 

120 340 

M6 

1445 

8.2 



5.3 

D 

62 

11/10 

F 

$68,990 L4T 

1.6 

199 330 

M6 

1280 

5.9 

- 

6.3 

95 


07/14 

F 

f 4008 ■ 

Mitsubishi ASX puts on a beret 


■■ 



1 0 Improved styling and suspension damping over the Mitsubishi ASX on which it’s based 

1 \E\ Steering and handling; refinement; plasticky Mitsu’ interior; not remotely French 

The Pick: A better-looking ASX, but lacks the dynamics of a Qashqai or Subaru XV 


$27,990 L4 

2.0 

110 197 

M5 


- 

- 

7.7 

95 



A 

$30,990 L4 

2.0 

110 197 

M5 

1440 

- 

- 

7.9 

95 

56 

08/12 

A 

$33,490 L4 

2.0 

110 197 

G 

1470 

10.9 

- 

8.1 

95 

56 


A 

$38,490 L4 

2.0 

110 197 

G 

1470 

10.9 

- 

8.1 

95 

56 

08/12 

A 


Porsche 


3yr/unlimited 

www.porsche.com.au 


One of the world's best cars 

Superb balance, engines, looks and interior - new Boxster rates almost a perfect 10 
n^As with 911, electric parking brake and electric steering won’t please the purists 
The Pick: Any of them - base is creamy, lovely; the S is harder, edgier 

$102,800 F6 2.7 195 280 M6 1310 5.8 ^ 8.2 98 59 ' 


S 

S 

GTS 

GTS 


$107,790 

$"128,900 


F6 2.7 195 280 

>6 3.4 232 360 


S7 1340 5.7 - 

M6 1320 "5.1 - 


7.7 98 59 05/12 R 

8.8 98 59 05/12 ' R " 


$133,890 F6 3.4 232 360 S7 1350 4.7 12.9 8.0 98 59 11/13 


$J60,900 F6 3.4 243 370 M6 1345 5.0 - 
$167,190 F6 ■ 3.4 243 370 S7 1375 ~4.9 ^ - 


9.0 98 

8.2 98 




Porsche Cayenne 

Turn on, tune in, sell out 


PEOPLE mostly forgave Porsche 
for the Boxster because it was 
great to drive and, if selling its 
badge value for a lot less money 
was an evil, it was a necessary 
one. But the company’s next big 
financial play - getting into bed 
with Volkswagen to produce the 
Touareg/Cayenne SUVs - was 
significantly harder for purists 
to swallow. 

Here was a company famed for 
connecting drivers with the road, 
partly by putting their butts just 
inches from it, for sportiness and 
handling and sex, and for Coke- 
bottle proportions. Suddenly 
it was trying to sell the world 
on the idea that SUVs, despite 
their obvious centre of gravity 
disadvantages, could be 
Porsches, too. 

The wailing and gnashing of 
teeth from the brand’s fans must 


have been audible within the 
high, white walls of the Stuttgart 
HQ, but for the rigorously 
realistic financial hard-heads 
who run this powerhouse of a 
company, it was simply a choice, 
and a car, that had to be made. 

Those who hated the Cayenne, 
more for the greed it stood for 
than being a bad car, can whinge 
and opine all they like because it 
not only kept the company alive, 
it made it hugely profitable. And 
at least some of that money then 
drips down into making 911s, 
Boxsters and Caymans even 
more marvellous. 

With the addition of the 
smaller Macan, Porsche is now 
predominantly an SUV company 
with a nice, profitable sideline in 
sports cars, and that’s thanks to 
the physics-defying machine that 
is the Cayenne. 


LEAP OF FAITH 

Brought Porsche ownership 
to families and made the 
company hugely wealthy. 


Tms. 


TEST OF FAITH 

The 911 used to define 
what Porsche was about. 
Now the Cayenne does. 
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s 

s 

s 

GTS 

GTS 



Eng Eng 

Price type size 

Kerb 

Power Torgue Trans, weight 

0-100 0-400 Fuel 
km/h metres cons. 

Resale 
RON % 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

^ One of the world's best Porsches 




^ Even more of a driver’ 

s car than the brilliant Boxster, and arguably 

a match for the 91 

1 

[HI Power and torque deliberately held back to leave room for Porsche’s 911 flagship 


The Pick: A manual - great as PDK is, nothing is 

better than a Porsche manual 

gearshil 

ft 

$106,600 F6 2.7 

202 290 M6 1310 

5.7 - 8.2 

98 59 

06/12 

R 

$111,590 F6 2.7 

202 290 S7 1340 

5.6 13.7 7.7 

98 59 

10/13 

R 

$139,400 F6 3.4 

239 370 M6 1320 

5.0 - 8.8 

98 59 


R 

$144,390 F6 3.4 

239 370 S7 1350 

4.9 - 8.0 

98 59 


R 

$144,390 F6 3.4 

239 370 S7 1350 

4.9 - 8.0 

98 59 


R 

$160,900 F6 3.4 

250 380 M6 1345 

4.9 - 9.0 

98 


R 

$167,190 F6 3.4 

250 380 S7 1375 

4.8 - 8.2 

98 

07/14 

R 


Garrera 
Garrera 
Garrera S 
Garrera S 
Garrera Gabriolet 
Garrera Gabriolet 
Garrera S Gabriolet 
Garrera S Gabriolet 
Garrera 4 
Garrera 4 
Garrera 4S 
Garrera 4S 
Garrera 4 Gabriolet 
Garrera 4 Gabriolet 
Garrera 4S Gabriolet 
Garrera 4S Gabriolet 
Garrera Targa 4 
Garrera Targa 4 
Garrera Targa 4S 
Garrera Targa 4S 
GTS 
Turbo 

Turbo Gabriolet 
Turbo S 

Turbo S Gabriolet 


Pushes supercar boundaries 
Potent performance and dynamic depth; practical as a daiiy driver 
[HI That eiectric parking brake is a sign of the times, and the eiectric steering masks some feel 
The Pick: Any, but Carrera S with Sport Chrono. Impossible to go wrong with a car this right 

3.4 257 390 M7 1380 


$208,600 F6 


4.8 - 


9.0 98 61 


$214,550 F6 3.4 257 390 S7 1400 4.6 - 8.2 98 60 

$245,200 F6 3.8 294 440 M7 1395 4.6 12.6 9.5 98 61 10/13 


$251,150 F6 


3.8 297 440 S7 1415 4.2 12.2 8.7 98 61 06/12 R 


$229,900 F6 3.4 257 390 M7 1525 5.0 - 9.2 98 60 


$235,850 F6 


3.4 257 390 S7 1525 5.0 - 9.3 98 61 


$267,200 F6 3.8 294 440 M7 1540 4.7 - 9.7 98 61 05/12 R 

$273,150 F6 3.8 297 440 S7 1540 4.7 - 9.7 98 61 ^ 

$224,300 F6 3.4 257 390 M7 1505 4.9 - 9.5 98 60 ^ 

$230,250 F6 3.4 257 390 S7 1505 4.9 - 9.5 98 60 ^ 

$260,900 F6 3.8 294 440 M7 1520 4.5 - 10 98 60 ^ 

$266,850 F6 3.8 297 440 S7 1540 4.5 - 10 98 60 ^ 

$245,600 F6 3.4 257 390 M7 1575 5.1 - 9.5 98 60 A 

$251,550 F6 3.4 257 390 S7 1575 5.1 - 10 98 60 A 


$282,900 Ve 3.8 294 440 M7 1590 4.7 


9.5 98 60 


$288,850 F6 3.8 297 440 S7 


$250,000 F6 3.8 257 390 S7 


5.2 - 


10.0 98 60 


$255,950 ve 3.8 257 390 S7 


$287,200 F6 3.8 257 390 S7 


$293,150 F6 3.8 257 390 S7 


5.0 - 9.5 98 


$293,600 F6 3.8 350 440 S7 1430 3.5 


8.7 98 


$366,500 F6TT 3.8 383 710 S7 1595 3.4 - 9.7 98 63 A 

$396,400 F6TT 3.8 383 710 S7 1665 3.5 - 9.9 98 63 ^ 

$444,900 F6TT 3.8 412 750 S7 1605 3.1 11.1 9.7 98 63 03/14 A 

$466,900 F6TT 3.8 412 750 S7 1675 3.2 - 9.9 98 63 A 



More booty than the Kardashians 



$204,600 

V6 

3.6 228 

400 

$7 

1760 

6.3 


8.4 

98 



R 

$208,400 

V6TD 

3.0 221 

650 

A8 

1900 

6.0 


6.4 

D 



R 

$216,800 

V6 

3.6 228 

400 

S7 

1820 

6.1 

- 

8.7 

98 



A 

$288,900 

V8 

4.8 309 

520 

$7 

1810 

5.1 


8.7 

98 



R 

$301,100 

V8 

4.8 309 520 

S7 

1870 

4.8 


8.9 

98 



A 

$285,300 

V6H 

3.0 306 590 

S7 

2095 

5.5 

- 

3.1 

98 



R 

$301,100 

V6TT 

3.0 309 520 

$7 

1870 

4.8 


8.9 

98 



A 

$320,100 

V8 

4.8 316 

520 

S7 

1920 

4.5 

- 

10.7 

98 



A 

$383,400 

V8TT 

4.8 382 700 

S7 

1970 

4.1 

- 

10.2 

98 



A 

$444,600 

V8TT 

4.8 419 

750 

S7 

1995 

3.8 

- 

10.2 

98 



A 

1 Macan 


For them poorer folk 





1 Stuttgart’s smallest tractor is also its cheapest; not a clone of its Audi Q5 cousin 

1 [HI Hefty twin-turbo V6 power lost on a high-riding SUV; sports pedigree is marketing spin 
The Pick: The diesel, as the V6 talks the torquey talk without attempting the sporty walk 

$84,900 

V6T 

3.0 190 

580 

57 

1880 

6.3 

- 

6.3 

D 


08/14 

A 

$86,700 

V6TT 

3.0 250 

460 

57 

1865 

5.4 

- 

9.0 

98 



A 

$122,400 

V6TT 

3.6 294 

550 

57 

1925 

4.8 

- 

9.2 

98 



A 


Cayenne 


Now larger, lighter and less ugly 


j Ef Drives like a Porsche on road, and decent off-road; rousing atmo and stonking TTVSs 

4 [HI Hybrid more exxy and thirsty than Diesel (at least it’s quicker), and feels a little artificial 
The Pick: Greenies won’t like you anyway, so give ’em good reason with the 382kW Turbo 

$104,700 

V6TD 3.0 

193 580 A8 2110 

7.2 

- 

6.6 D 63 


A 

$143,200 

V8TTD 4.2 

283 850 A8 2215 

5.3 


8.0 D 63 


A 

$139,900 

V6TT 3.6 

309 550 A8 2085 

5.4 

- 

9.5 95 62 

01/15 

A 

$149,900 

V6H 3.6 

306 590 A8 2350 

5.9 

- 

3.4 95 62 

12/14 

A 

$230,800 

V8TT 4.8 

382 750 A8 2185 

4.4 

- 

11.2 98 62 


A 


Proton 


5yr/150,000km 

www.proton.com.au 


Last shot at success 


E Smart looks; keen pricing; five-year service package; Lotus-developed suspension 
[HI Underwhelming engine; poor cabin quality; lack of overall appeal 

The Pick: Proton’s five-star support package has appeal, if you treat cars as appliance: 

5 

$15,490 L4 

1.6 

80 

150 

M5 

1305 

12.0 

- 

7.2 

95 

48 


F 

$17,490 L4 

1.6 

80 

150 

G 

1325 

12.5 

- 

7.4 

95 

47 


F 

$22,990 L4T 

1.6 

103 

205 

G 

1356 

9.6 

- 

8.6 

95 

47 


F 



Suprima S 


■ S is for sport, we're told 


i Heaps of standard gear; safe in a crash; better looker than already sharp Preve seda 
f [HiPreve turbo is slightly faster to 100km/h; manual gearbox option not here yet 

The Pick: Wait for the Super Premium before doing anything rash 

in 

$20,990 

L4T 1.6 

103 

205 

G 1355 9.9 - 

8.8 

95 

- 


'V~ 

$25,790 

L4T 1.6 

103 

205 

G 1370 9.9 - 

8.8 

95 

- 


F 

1 Exora 

1 Australia's most affordable 7-seater | 


0 Driveaway pricing; soiid after-saies service; spacious and fiexibie interior 
EHiFour star ANCAP safety; iethargic performance; no cruise controi on GX; no curtain 
airbags 

The Pick: Exora GXR gains usefui kit inciuding leather, reverse camera and cruise 


$25,990 


1. 6 103 205 
1.6 103 205 



1475 


1485 


8.2 

8.2 


5yr/unlimited km 
www.renault.com.au 


Fashion and fun, especially the RS 


0 Charming new Ciio blends dynamic exceiience with terrific new turbocharged engines 
[H]1.2 turbo duai-ciutch oniy; some (optionai) coiour-coding looks cheap; no rear airbags 
• The Pick: The Expression three-pot manuai, or the superb Renauitsport in base trim 

L3T 0.9 66 135 M5 1019 12.2~ 4.5 95 52~ T 


AuthentigueTGe90 $16,790 
Expression TGe90 

Expression TGe120 $20,290 'L4T ^ 1.2 '^190 $6 1104 10.6^ 17.6 5.2 95 50 03/15 T~ 

DynamigueTGe120 $23,790 L4T 1.2 88 190 $6 1104 9.4 - 5.2 95 50 10/13 F 

GT 

GT Premium 
RS200 Sport 
RS200GUP 

RS200 Sport Prem. $34,790 L4T 1.6 147 240 S6 1218 6.7 14.9 6.3 95 55 

RS200 Gup Prem. 


$18,290 L3T 0.9 66 135 M5 1019 12.2 - 4.5 95 51 10/13 


$25,290 L4T 1.2 88 190 S6 1120 9.4 - 5.2 95 F_ 

$28,790 L4T 1.2 88 190 S6 1120 9.4 - 5.2 95 F_ 

$29,290 L4T 1.6 147 240 S6 1218 6.7 14.9 6.3 95 56 F_ 

$31,790 L4T 1.6 147 240 S6 1218 6.9 15.0 6.3 95 55 02/14 F 


$37,290 L4T 


1.6 1 47 240 S6 1218 6.7 14.9 6.3 95 55 F_ 

Handling champs 

RS265 is briiiiant; GT220 is a cracking fast wagon; re-piatformed base cars handie weii 
EHJno GT-Line manuais for Austraiia; Renauit’s buiid quaiity is far from Japanese-perfect 
The Pick: The RS265 - it’s our hot-hatch benchmark. Or the feisty GT220 wagon 



Razor-sharp dynamics for a big ’un ; honking twin-turbo V8 ; deiightf ui rear-drive manuais 
Ride is far from cosseting; oniy seats four; feels massive; too much junk in its trunk 
The Pick: The 4S mixes a quick and creamy V8 with the best dynamics of the bunch 


Authentigue 

Authentigue 

Authentigue 

GT-Line 

GT-Line 

GT-Line Premium 
GT-Line Premium 
Dynamigue Wagon 
Dynamigue Wagon 
GT-Line Wagon 
GT-Line Wagon 
GT-Line Prem Wag 
GT-Line Prem Wag 
GT220 

GT 220 Wagon 
GT 220 Premium 
GT 220 Prem Wagoi 
RS265GUP 
RS265 Gup Premiur 
RS275 Trophy 



$20,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

M6 

1205 

10.7 

17.4 

5.6 

95 


04/15 

F 

$23,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 



F 

$25,990 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1250 

11.7 

~ 

4.5 

D 



F 

$26,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 



F 

$29,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1290 

11.7 


4.5 

D 



F 

$30,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 



F 

$33,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1290 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 



F 

$26,990 

L4 

1.2 

97 

205 

56 

1252 

10.9 


5.6 

95 



F 

$29,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

56 

1288 

11.7 


4.5 

D 



F 

$28,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

56 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 



F 

$31,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

56 

1288 

11.7 


4.5 

D 



F 

$32,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

56 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 



F 

$35,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

56 

1288 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 



F 

$35,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1326 

7.6 


7.3 

98 



F 

$36,990 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1388 

7.2 

14.9 

7.3 

98 


09/13 

F 

$39,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1326 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

98 



F 

1 $40,990 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1388 

7.6 

~ 

7.3 

98 



F 

$43,990 

L4T 

2.0 

195 

360 

M6 

1374 

6.5 

14.5 

7.5 

98 


04/13 

F 

1 $47,990 

L4T 

2.0 

195 

360 

M6 

1374 

6.0 

- 

7.5 

98 



F 

$52,990 

L4T 

2.0 

202 

360 

M6 

1376 

6.0 

- 

7.5 

98 


03/15 

F 

1 Megane CC I 

Good news for Europhile hairdressers 



E Cheaper than a VW Eos; newfound sense of style; smooth and reasonably sturdy 
[x] 2.0-litre and CVT struggle with all that folding-hardtop lard; deserves a low-boost turbo 
The Pick: It’s the only affordable drop-top around if you value boot space. If not. Golf cab' 

$38,490 

L4 

2.0 

103 

195 

G 

1596 

11.7 

- 

8.1 

95 

50 

- 

F 

$43,990 

L4 

2.0 

103 

195 

G 

1596 

11.7 

- 

8.1 

95 

49 

- 

F 

$45,990 

L4 

2.0 

103 

195 

G 

1596 

11.7 

- 

8.1 

95 

49 

- 

F 


Bottom of the mid-size pile 


Dynamigue 

Dynamigue 

Privilege 

Privilege 


Expression TGe90 
Expression TGe120 
Dynamigue TGe120 


E Equipment for the price; torquey turbo-diesel undercuts syrupy V6 
[x)Lacks ride comfort and handling balance; average performance; it’s a Samsung SMS 
The Pick: A Mondeo, Passat, Skoda Superb or Mazda 6 are all superior options 


$37,490 

V6 

3.5 

174 

330 

A6 

- 

- 

10.5 

95 

45 

06/11 

F 

$38,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

127 

380 

A6 

1620 - 

- 

6.5 

D 

46 


F 

$43,490 

V6 

3.5 

174 

330 

A6 

- 

- 

10.5 

95 

45 

07/11 

F 

$44,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

127 

'380 

A6 

1620 - 

- 

6.5 

'd 

45 


F 

j Captur 

1 

Tres chic 









E Brings high style to the baby SUV segment; supple dynamics; plush seats; packaging 
[HllOOkg weight gain takes the shine off Clio's drivetrains; laggy dual-clutch gearbox 
• The Pick: Reduced price and weight of charming TCe90 three-pot manual earns our vote 

$22,990 

L3T 

0.9 

66 

135 

M5 

1134 13.0 

- 

4.9 

95 

50 


F 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.2 

88 

190 

S6 

1215 10.9 

- 

5.4 

95 

50 


F 

$27,990 

L4T 

1.2 

88 

190 

S6 

1215 11.1 

18.0 

5.4 

95 

49 

05/15 

F 
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- NEW T- 
■ ARRIVALS 

New models 
\ for the month - 
highlighted ' 


Showroom 




Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale Issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drlv. 



Euro badge without Euro flair 



n 



- 53 Prettier facelift; plusher cabin with space up front; lots of cubbies 

; smart split tailgate 

W s ■ -A 

B- [El Mediocre drivetrains and dynamics (it’s 

; X-Trail-based); tight rear seat 




•The Pick: A French 

-badged SUV, made in 

Korea, with Japanese underpinnings. No thanks 

Expression 4x2 

$27,990 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

M6 

1557 - 

9.6 

95 

57 

F 

Expression 4x2 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1557 - 

9.3 

95 

57 

F 

Bose Edition 4x2 

$35,990 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1557 - 

9.3 

95 

59 

F 

Bose Edition 4x4 

$39,490 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1680 10.6 

17.6 9.5 

95 

58 08/14 

A 

Bose Edition 4x4 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

127 

320 

A6 

1789 - 

7.6 

D 

58 

A 

Sport Way 4x2 

$37,490 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1622 - 

9.3 

D 


F 

Sport Way 4x2 

$39,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

127 

320 

A6 

1762 - 

7.0 

D 


F 

Privilege 4x4 

$45,240 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1557 - 

9.5 

95 

58 

A 

Privilege 4x4 

$47,240 

L4TD 

2.0 

127 

320 

A6 

1789 - 

7.6 

D 

58 

A 




Rolls-Royce www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com 


'Baby' of the range Rolls on 

1^ Presence and grace, without arrogance; stonking V12; suicide (sorry, ’coach’) rear doors 
IS Shares pienty of mechanicais with 7 Series, but who cares when it’s this impressive? 
^The Pick: You've decided on the Roiier, so money is no object - go the iong wheeibase 

$609,000 WtT~ 6.6'420 780 ~A8 ' 2360 4.9 - 'l3.6' 95_''63 ’ 08/10 ~r" 

$655,000 'V12 TT 6.6'42d 7^ ' A8 - ' - - 13.7 9^ 63 ' "r ' 

Silent coupe assassin 

W Subtly flamboyant styling; super-smooth and effortiessiy powerfui; rarity; presence 
[El At 5.3m iong and neariy 2.4 tonnes, there's a iimit to the Wraith's dynamic credentiais 

The Pick: Just the o ne Sir (or Mada m), bu t no co upe on earth wiii ma ke ii fe so e asy 

$645,000 V12 TT _^6 465 800 A8 2^ 4.6 14.0 95_ R 

Perennial land-yacht still magnificent 


EWB 

Coupe 

Drophead 



i I?" Powerful, Stately engine; jaw-dropping presence; ultra-luxe cabin; suicide doors 
" [El Sheer size hugely intimidating for all concerned, as is Phantom’s million-dollar pricetag 
The Pick: Any of them : the sedan is as palatial as they come; coupe dials up the sex factor 

$809,000 V12 

6.7 

338 

720 

A8 

2649 5.9 - 

14.8 

95 

61 

05/04 R 

$938,000 V12 

6.7 

338 

720 

A8 

2670 5.9 - 

14.9 

95 

61 

R 

$942,000 V12 

6.7 

338 

720 

A8 

2629 5.6 - 

14.8 

95 

61 

R 

$1,019,000 V12 

6.7 

338 

720 

A8 

2630 - 

14.8 

95 

61 

R 


Skoda 


3yr/unlimited km 
www.skoda.com.au 


Absolutely fabulous, in parts 


-Sas^ 

Superb 1.2 turbo; beats Polo for steering feel and ride quality... 

...but not cabin class or outright dynamics; no manual RS; ungainly, if practical, wagon 


The Pick: Any of them with a sizeable dealer discount - 

■ wait for 2015's new-gen model 

77TSI Ambition 

$'15,990 

L4T 

1.2 

77 175 

M5 

1130 

10.1 

5.5 

95 

53 

F 

77TSI Ambition 

$18,290 

L4T 

1.2 

'77 175 

S7 

1154 

10.2 

5.3 

95 

52 

F 

77TSI Amb. wagon 

$16,990 

L4T 

1.2 

77 175 

M5 

1140 

10.2 

5.5 

95 

53 

F 

77TSI Amb. wagon 

$19,290 

L4T 

1.2 

77 175 

S7 

1165 

10.3 

5.3 

95 

52 

F 

77TSI Monte Carlo 

$19,590 

L4T 

1.2 

77 175 

M5' 

1130 

10.1 

5.5 

95 

52 

F 

77TSI Monte Carlo 

$21,890 

L4T 

1.2 

77 175 

57 

1154 

10.2 

5.3 

95 

51 

F 

RS 

$27,190 

L4ST 

' 1.4 

132 250 

■ $7 ‘ 

1253 

^6.9 

15.1 '6.2 ' 

98 

51 ‘ 

11/13 "f 

RS wagon 

$28,190 

L4ST 

1.4 

132 250 

57 

1248 

7.3 

- 6.2 

98 

51 

08/12 F 


Rapid Spaceback 


Space, the family frontier 



1^ Expanded and brilliantly packaged Polo platform; Mk6 Golf's gutsy 90TSI turbo four 
IS Dark and dull interior reflects its budget status; not a handling hero; old-gen VW tecf 
The Pick: The cheaper, the better, because the Rapid is a long way from Skoda's best 

1 

77TSI Ambition 

$18,990 L4T 1.2 77 175 

M6 

1155 10.2 

5.4 

95 

50 

08/14 

F 

90TSI Ambition 

$21,890 L4T '1.4 90 200 

S7 

1210 9.4 

6.0 

95 

50 


F 

90TSI Elegance 

$23,750 L4T 1.4 90 200 

S7 

1210 9.4 

6.0 

95 

51 

08/14 

F 


Not at all abominable 


[3 Ultra-compact MPV/SUV that prioritises cabin- and drivetrain-eff iciency; briiiiant 90TSI 
[El No AWD petroi option; 4x4 is aimost Tiguan money; smaii boot; some NVH issues 
The Pick: Now even cheaper front-drive 1.2 turbo is iight, roomy and great vaiue 

$23,490 L4T 1.2 77 175 M6'l380 ~lT4" - 6.0 95 56 F 


Active 77TSI 

Active 77TSI $25,790 J.4T _U 175 S7_ 1410 llj - 6^ 95^5“ 

Ambition 90TSI $28,290 L4T 1.4 90^200 $7 1445 ~ 10.6 - 6.8 95 " 56^07/14 

Outdoor 103TDI 4x4 $33,590 L4T D 2.0 103 350 S6 1595 10.2 - 6.7 D 56 

Unbeatable space for your dollar | 



Spacious interior; enormous luggage capacity; eager and efficient engines; great value 
[^Only 1.8T and RS get multi-link IRS; restless ride of torsion-beam models 

The Pick: An IRS-equipped Elegance or the Golf GTI's girthy, value-packed sister, the RS 

Ambition 

$21,690 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

M6 1302 8.4 - 

5.7 

95 50 02/14 

F 

Ambition 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

S7 1317 8.5 - 

5.2 

95 50 

F 

Ambition wagon 

$23,040 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

M6 1340 8.5 - 

5.7 

95 50 

F 

Ambition wagon 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

S7 1355 8.6 - 

5.2 

95 49 

F 

Ambition Plus 

$24,490 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

M6 1302 8.4 - 

5.7 

95 50 

F 

Ambition Plus 

$26,790 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

S7 1317 8.5 - 

5.2 

95 49 

F 

Ambition Plus wagon$25, 840 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

M6 1340 8.5 - 

5.7 

95 49 

F 




Mazda MX-5 

Hiroshima channels Hethel. Hiroshima wins 


AS A concept, you could say 
the MX-5 merely perfected 
or popularised a formula 
established by cars including the 
Lotus Elan, Alfa Romeo Spider, 
Triumph Spitfire and MGR It 
definitely broke the mould for 
Mazda, though, providing the 
company with a halo car that’s 
still sprinkling fairy dust over the 
whole range today, 26 years on 
from its unveiling. 

More than that, though, and 
more than the roadsters that 
pre-dated it, the MX-5 proved 
that a vehicle built purely for fun, 
with the ideal front- engine, light- 
weight, rear-drive, short-throw 
shift approach, could be a mass- 
selling proposition. 

The car now holds a place in 
the Guinness Book of Records 
as the biggest-selling roadster of 
all time, with sales certain to go 


past the one-million mark when 
the all-new, and arguably best 
looking, iteration starts shifting 
units later this year. 

There are also few cars with 
such a fanatical following of 
believers, who love nothing more 
than to spout stuff about the 
car’s Jinba Ittai philosophy (horse 
and rider as one). MX-5 owners’ 
clubs proliferate around the 
world and even the older cars, 
with their cutesy, smiley styling, 
are collector’s items. 

What’s most important about 
this nimble, humble little Mazda 
is that it’s simple and simply 
wonderful to drive, and that the 
years haven’t really changed its 
original approach that much. 

It’s a proper, affordable sports 
car for the everyman, and just 
about every man would like to 
own one. 


LEAP OF FAITH _ TEST OF FAITH 

The pure essence of It’s never been as fast as it 

rear-drive, lightweight i rLUu ^ could be, and the hardtop 
simplicity and fun in a ?iTi||l)||f2V roofs on modern versions 
reasonably priced package mess with the weight 

that’s pleasant to look at. equation a little. 
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Price 

type 

size Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

Ambition Plus wagon$28,140 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

'si~ 

1355 

8.6 


5.2 

'95' 

49 


~F~ 

Elegance 

$32,190 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

$7 

1317 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

95 

48 


F 

Elegance wagon 

$33,540 

L4T 

1.4 103 

250 

$7 

1355 

8.6 

- 

5.2 

95 

48 


F 

Elegance 

$34,690 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

S7 

1350 

7.4 

- 

5.9 

95 

48 


F 

Elegance wagon 

$36,040 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

$7 

1367 

7.1 

15.3 

6.1 

95 

47 

04/14 

F 

Elegance 

$35,490 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

$6 

1397 

8.6 

- 

4.9 

D 

48 


F 

Elegance wagon 

$36,840 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

$6 

1435 

8.7 

- 

4.9 

D 

47 


F 

RS 162 TSI 

$36,490 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

M6 

1397 

6.8 

- 

6.4 

98 

48 


F 

RS 162 TSI 

$38,790 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

$6 

1417 

6.9 

~ 

6.6 

98 

48 


F 

RS 162 TSI wagon 

$37,840 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

M6 

1438 

8.7 

- 

6.4 

98 

49 

10/14 

F 

RS 162 TSI wagon 

$40,140 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

S6 

1458 

7.1 

- 

6.6 

98 

49 


F 

RS 135 TDI 

$39,790 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

$6 

1462 

8.2 

- 

5.2 

D 

48 


F 

RS 135 TDI wagon 

$41,140 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

S6 

1503 

8.3 

- 

5.3 

D 

49 


F 

r 1 

Scout 

■ 

Bob-a-job week, daily “ 


^Tl 






Jacked-up Octavia is a fine compact SUV alternative; grunty oiler; roomy interior 
\E1 Diesel is a fraction gruff at idle; ride quality lacks suppleness; new-gen model imminent 
The Pick: The new-gen Scout is a month away, but maybe this one with a big discount 


$39,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

M6 

1678 

10.2 

- 

6.6 

D 

58 


A 


$42,290 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1708 

10.1 

- 

6.1 

D 

61 

07/11 

A 

Premium 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

M6 

1678 

10.2 

- 

6.6 

D 

58 


A 

Premium 

$46,290 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1708 

10.1 

- 

6.1 

D 

61 


A 


Superb 

■ " 

1 The name almost fits 





nt— : 

3 


El The most rear legroom this side of a Caprice; tech-savvy drivetrains; classy interior 
Badge snobs will scoff; ride should be plusher for this category of car; homely sedar 
The Pick: V6 is a hard-charger, but TSI and TDI are the smart Falcadore alternatives 

1 

Ambition 118TSI 

$38,990 

L4T 

1.8 118 

250 

S7 

1561 

8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 

51 

02/10 

~Y~ 



_ Big-banger engines 


MULSANNE 


ROLLStROYCE 


PHANTOM! 



[Big NA engine with a classic Rolls 
^capacity, but in a V12 rather than a V8. 

The more affordable Ghost V12 wins the 
power war thanks to twin turbos, though. 

J It may be the tiddler of the Rolls 
' family, but that doesn’t mean it takes 
baby steps under the bonnet. Still a 465kW 
twin-turbo V12 at heart, too. 


LAMBORGHINI 


^That it makes peak power at 
8250rpm gives you an idea of the ferocity of 
Lambo’s flagship. Upcoming SV750 will be 
the most powerful, with 552kW. 


Ambition 103TDI $38,990 L4TD 2.0 103 320 $6 1602 10.2 - 6.1 D 51 F_ 

Ambition 103TDI 4x4 $41,990 L4TD 2.0 103 320 S6 1678 10.7 - 6.4 D 51 ^ 

Ambition TSI wagon $40,990 L4T 1.8 118 250 S7 1583 8.6 - 7.5 95 51 09/10 F 

Ambition 103TDI wq n$40,990 L4TD 2.0 103 320 $6 1624 10.3 - 6.2 D 51 F_ 

Ambition TDI 4x4 wg $43,990 L4TD 2.0 103 320 $6 1700 10.8 - 6.5 D 51 ^ 

Elegance 118TSI $45,490 L4T 1.8 118 250 S7 1561 8.6 16.3 7.3 95 52 07/11 F 


Elegance 103TDI 4x4 $48,490 L4TD 2.0 103 320 $6 1678 10.7 - 6.4 D 52 ^ 

Elegance 125TDI $48,490 L4TD 2.0 125 350 S6 1605 8.8 - 6.3 D 52 F 

Elegance 191FSI $56,490 V6 3.6 191 350 S6 1755 6.5 - 10.3 95 51 08/09 A 

Elegance TSI wagon $47,490 L4T 1.8 118 250 S7 1583 8.6 - 7.5 95 52 12/10 F 

Elegance TDI 4x4 wg $50,490 L4TD 2.0 103 320 $6 1700 10.8 - 6.5 D 52 ^ 

Elegance 125TDI wgn$50,490 L4TD 2.0 125 350 S6 1627 8.9 - 6.6 D 52 F 


Elegance191F$lwgn $58,490 V6 3.6 191 350 S6 1777 6.6 

Outdoor 125 TDI $52,690 L4TD 2.0 125 350 S6 8.8 


10.4 95 51 
5.9 D 



Smart 


3yr/unlimited 

www.smartaustralia.com.au 


There's only two 


* Bigger, with gains in safety, comfort and space; extra herbs from 1.0-iitre three pots 
fSlNot a iot of metai for the money; harsh ride; frustrating sequentiai gearbox 
* The Pick: There’s a place in the world for this sort of car, but not at this price 


$17,110 

L3 

1.0 52 92 S5 825 13.3 - 

4.4 

95 52 

02/09 

R 

$19,690 

L3 

1.0 52 92 S5 855 13.3 - 

4.4 

95 52 


R 


Ssangyong 


3yr/100,000km 

www.ssangyong.com.au 


It actually stands for 'Korea can do' 


s 

SX AWD 


E] Equipment for the asking price; inoffensive looks; decent fuel economy 



J EElSIoppy steering; 

laggy diesel; anaemic petrol; 

third-world image 




The Pick: Base S is 

priced too close to other A-grade medium 

SUVs for us to recommend it 

$27,990 L4 

2.0 

110 197 A6 1599 

- 

7.9 

91 

55 

F 

$32,990 L4TD 

2.0 

129 360 A6 1747 

- 

7.5 

D 

55 

A 


Frankenstein with lipstick 


Cheap road to seven seats; standard equipment list from a much higher price bracket 
[EIA generationai ieap forward, yet the rear end stiii iooks iike unfinished business 
" The Pick: A vasectomy. Or a second-hand Honda Odyssey, if you must, the base S 


S 

S 

SPR 


$29,990 L4TD 2.0 114 360 M6 1968 


7.6 D 


$31,990 L4TD 2.0 114 360 A5 1992 


7.8 D 



$36,990 L4TD 2 .0 114 360 A5 1992 - - 7^ D 

^ A rough-and-ready 4x4 
Switchabie 4WD with high- and low-range and a 2.6-tonne braked towing capacity 
[KISeparate-chassis structure adds weight and kiiis agility; it's outdated and ungainly 
The Pick: A second-hand Toyota 4WD of some description. Or even a Pajero... 



$39,990 L4TD 2.0 115 360 A5 1985 


Subaru 


7.8 D 


3yr/unlimited 

www.subaru.com.au 



l^^mpreza 

1 Impreza now more impressive 




P Much-improved looks, refinement and cabin quality; unrivalled durability reputation 

IBJUninspiring, torque-deprived 2.0-litre four; dynamically, it’s all a bit soggy 
' The Pick: Impreza has made ground on Golf and Focus, but we’d still go the VW 


2.0i hatch 

$23,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1345 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

59 04/12 

A 

2.0i hatch 

$25,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

58 04/12 

A 

2.0i sedan 

$23,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1345 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

56 04/12 

A 

2. Oi sedan 

$25,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

55 08/12 

A 

X hatch 

$24,740 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

62 04/12 

A 

X sedan 

$24,740 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

62 04/12 

A 

2.0i-L hatch 

$24,800 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

62 04/12 

A 

2.0i-L hatch 

$26,800 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1375 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

62 04/12 

A 

2.0i-L sedan 

$24,800 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

62 04/12 

A 

2.0i-Lsedan 

$26,800 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1375 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

61 04/12 

A 

2.0i-S hatch 

$30,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

62 04/12 

A 

2.0i-S sedan 

$30,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

62 04/12 

A 


XV gets jack of Impreza 


_ _ e Americans have always had a 

simple formula for more power and it shines 
brightly in the show-and-go SRT8. Just don’t 
expect to go off-road in one. 


fGRAND 

:herokee 

SRT8 



Hv 1 0 Cool colours, black alloys and extra ground clearance; more fun than an Impreza 

EHiMiniscule boot; non-switchable ESC kills the fun factor on dirt; deserves Forester’s 2.5 
The Pick: Rivals Dualis, ASX and S-Cross. We’d go Dualis, though the XV has its appeal 

2.0i 

$27,740 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6 

1390 10.5 

- 

7.3 

91 

58 

A 

2.0i 

$30,240 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1420 10.7 

- 

7.5 

91 

58 

A 

2.0i-L 

$31,240 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6 

1405 10.5 

- 

7.3 

91 

58 

A 

2.0i-L 

$33,740 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1435 10.7 

- 

7.5 

91 

58 

A 

2.0i-S 

$33,740 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6 

1415 10.5 

- 

7.3 

91 

58 

A 

2.0i-S 

$36,240 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1445 10.7 


7.5 

91 

57 

03/12 

A 
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-y NEW V- 

ARRIVALS 

New models / 
for the month " 
highlighted ' 


Showroom 


type size Power Torque Trans. 



2.5i 

2.5i Premium 
3.6R Premium 


2.5i 

2.5i Premium 

2.0D 

2.0D 

2.0D Premium 
2.0D Premium 
3.6R Premium 


New-generation icon 
Rex and STi finally get the chassis fluidity they deserve, and good cabins, for a top price 
[El WRX lacks STi's better-quality seats and its 17-inch alloys look tiny; unyielding ride 
The Pick: Despite WRX's all-new engine, the sharply focused STi is worth the extra coin 



$38,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 350 

M6 

1469 

6.0 

- 

9.2 95 

66 

A 

$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 350 

C 

1527 

6.3 

- 

8.6 95 

66 08/14 

A 

$43,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 350 

M6 

1504 

6.0 

- 

9.2 95 

65 05/14 

A 

$45,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 350 

C 

1562 

6.3 

- 

8.6 95 

65 

A 

$49,990 

F4T 

2.5 221 407 

M6 

1525 

4.9 

- 

10.4 98 

65 

A 

$54,990 

F4T 

2.5 221 407 

M6 

1537 

5.3 

13.6 

10.4 98 

65 09/14 

A 


Massive price cuts and a big lift in style; classy interior; smooth refinement; AWD grip 
(xj Numb steering; unsettled ride; no manuals or GTs; 2.5i doesn't sound like a flat four 
The Pick: Not the driver's car it once was, but if you can stretch to it, the 3.6R 


$29,990 F4 


2.5 129 235 C 1502 


7.3 91 55 03/15 A 



$35,490 

F4 

2.5 

129 235 

C 

1528 

- 

7.3 

91 

55 


A 

$41,990 

F6 

3.6 

191 350 

C 

1605 

7.3 

15.3 

9.9 

91 

55 

02/15 

A 

I Outback 

: ■ 

Classy SUV alternative 







j El Better-riding than Liberty; neat styling; extensive equipment; flat-four diesel with CVT 

1 lEl No petrol manuals; lacks steering feel; flat six is so smooth it lacks character 

The Pick: Arguably better than its Liberty stablemate in all drivetrain variations 

$35,990 

F4 

2.5 

129 235 

C 

1557 

- 

- 

7.3 

91 

59 

03/15 

A 

$41,490 

_F4 

2.5 

129 235 

C 

1588 

- 

- 

7.3 

91 

59 


A 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 

M6 

1590 

- 


5.7 

D 

61 


A 

$37,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 

C 

- 


~ 

6.3 

D 

61 


A 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 

M6 

1602 

- 

- 

5.7 

D 

61 


A 

$43,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 

C 

- 

- 

- 

6.3 

D 

60 

03/15 

A 

$47,990 

F6 

3.6 

191 350 

C 

1702 



9.9 

95 

59 

02/15 

A 


Brilliantly engineered by Subaru 



[ZI Superb steering, balance; engine above 4500rpm; driveaway pricing; free servicing 
[HI Sounds like a Forester at low revs; not as rapid as a WRX; same wheels as the Toyote 
The Pick: Same as Toyota 86, but slightly less oversteery. Your choice 

i 

$37,150 

F4 

2.0 147 205 

M6 

1256 

7.6 - 7.8 

98 

55 

09/12 

~w~ 

$39,730 

F4 

2.0 147 205 

A6 

1286 

8.2 - 7.1 

98 

55 


R 

^ Forester B 

Subtly satisfying 






1 Spacious cabin; fluid handling; impressive ride and refinement; XT's impressive pac 
1 [HI Engines don't really sound like flat fours any more; full-size spare robs boot space 
The Pick: Alongside BRZ and terrific new WRX, it’s the best Subaru on sale 

;e 

$29,990 

F4 

2.0 110 198 

M6 

1489 

10.6 - 7.2 

90 

61 



$32,990 

F4 

2.5 126 235 

C 

1519 

10.1 17.2 8.1 

90 

61 

08/14 

A 

$39,490 

F4 

2.5 126 235 

C 

1555 

9.9 - 8.1 

90 

61 


A 

$36,490 

F4TD 

2.0 108 350 

M6 

1578 

10.2 - 5.9 

D 

62 

06/13 

A 

$36,490 

F4TD 

2.0 108 350 

C 

1633 

6.3 

D 

62 


A 

$42,990 

F4TD 

2.0 108 350 

M6 

1612 

10.2 - 5.9 

D 

62 


A 

$42,990 

F4TD 

2.0 108 350 

C 

1667 

6.4 

D 

62 


A 

$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 177 350 

C 

1631 

7.5 - 8.1 

95 

61 


A 

$47,990 

F4T 

2.0 177 350 

C 

1649 

7.5 - 8.1 

95 

61 


A 



Suzuki 


3yr/100,000km 

www.suzuki.com.au 


GL 

GL 

GL Navigator 
GL Navigator 
GLX Navigator 
GLX Navigator 
Sport 
Sport 


The cheap seats 
Budget pricing; six airbags standard; peppy three-pot; drive-away pricing 
[x] Looks geeky; ridiculous name; brake issues overseas have tarnished its safety image 
The Pick: Manual gearbox promises (slightly) more driving enjoyment 

$12,990 L3 1.0 50 90 M5 830 ^ 4J 91 P" 


$13,990 

L3 

1.0 50 90 

C 

860 

- 

4.8 

91 



F 

1 Swift 

■ 

Quiet achiever 








0 Impressively refined and dynamic; seven airbags; Sport is a decebt budget warm-hatch 
[x) Sport is too expensive compared to a Fiesta ST; 1.4 is less powerful than old Swift’s 1.5 

The Pick: Mid-range GL is great value; Sport is a much better steer than Veloster or Koup 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

M5 

1005 

- 

- 

5.5 

91 

63 

01/12 

F 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

A4 

1025 

11.5 

18.3 

6.2 

91 

62 

03/15 

F 

$17,490 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

M5 

1005 

9.8 

16.9 

5.5 

91 

62 

11/11 

F 

$19,490 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

A4 

1025 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 

61 


F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

M5 

1025 

- 

- 

5.5 

91 

63 

05/11 

F 

$21,990 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

A4 

1045 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 

62 

01/12 

F 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 100 160 

M6 

1060 

8.6 

16.3 

6.5 

95 

63 

11/13 

F 

$26,490 

L4 

1.6 100 160 

C 

1075 

- 

- 

6.1 

95 

63 


F 


GL 

GL 

GLNav 

GLX 

GLX 

GLX Prestige 


Crosses over to modernity i 

IZI Neatly straddles two small-SUV classes in size but not price; 110kg lighter than old SX4 
[x] Only adequate power; too much like a Swift inside; top model expensive for this class 
• The Pick: GL manual dangerously close to a base Golf so possibly a GLX AWD. If we had to 

$22,990 [4 1.6 86 156 M5 1085 - = 5^8 9] 62 ~ 


$25,490 L4 1.6 86 156 C 1125 - 


5.8 91 62 


$25,490 L4 1.6 86 156 C 1125 - 


5.8 91 62 


$29,990 L4 1.6 86 156 C 1125 10.5 17.6 5.8 91 61 05/15 F 


$32,990 L4 1.6 86 156 C 1190 - 


6.2 91 61 


$34,990 L4 1.6 86 156 C 1190 - 


6.2 91 61 



1 Kizashi]^^| 

Winning mid-sized Swift sibling 


mh 

E 0 Cool name; well-equipped; (mostly) quality materials; (mostly) good handling 
n iHlTight rear leg- and headroom ; CVT lacks the fizz of the manual ; deserves more grunt 



The Pick: Kizashi over a 

Korean if you want a value-packed medium sedan 


Sport Touring 

$28,990 L4 

2.4 

131 230 M6 

1445 - 

7.9 91 57 

F 

Sport Touring 

$31,490 L4 

2.4 

131 230 C 

1485 - 

7.9 91 55 

F 

Sport Prestige 

$37,990 L4 

2.4 

131 230 C 

1530 - 

7.9 91 56 

F 

Sport AWD 

$39,990 L4 

2.4 

131 230 C 

1600 - 

8.4 91 57 

A 




Jimny Sierra 


Lives on with stability control 
^ Surprisingly capable off-road; proven mechanicals; cheapest way to go bush bashing 
IZiBouncy ride and poor handling; unrefined; gutless engine means you'll be revving it 
The Pick: With a pair of live axles, it's a true 4WD, but if that's your thing, see below... 

$20,990 L~ 1.3 63 110 M5 1060 - ^ 73 91 61 A 


3dr 

3dr 

Urban 5dr 




$22,990 

L4 

1.3 

63 

110 

A4 

1075 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

60 


A 

1 Grand Vitaraf 

_ As refined as an outback pub 





1 ^ The only ’soft-roader’ with real off-road ability; five-door’s decent room and handling 
[HlCiesel snatchy and slow; petrol coarse and almost as lethargic; poor refinement and ride 
The Pick: If you spend most of your time on bitumen, there are more refined alternatives 

$24,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

M5 

1489 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

58 


A 

$26,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1509 


~ 

9.6 

91 

57 


A 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

M5 

1605 

- 

- 

8.9 

91 

60 


A 

r $28,490 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1628 

- 

- 

9.9 

91 

60 


A 

$29,490 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1628 



9.9 

91 

60 


A 

$30,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

M5 

1605 

- 

- 

8.9 

91 

60 


A 

$32,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1625 

11.4 

18.1 

9.9 

91 

60 

06/12 

A 

$33,990 

L4TD 

1.9 

95 

300 

M5 

1612 

13.6 

19.2 

7.6 

D 

58 

09/08 

A 

$38,990 

L4 

2.4 

122 

225 

A4 

1640 

- 

- 

9.9 

91 

60 


A 


4yr/80, 000km 
www.teslamotors.com/en_AU 


Space-age electric celebrity 


12 Multiple global 'Car of the Year' awards; incredible mega-tablet centre stack; modernity 
[xjcharging time; are ultra-conservative luxo buyers ready for a progressive car like this? 
The Pick: As a triumphant single-finger salute to the Europeans, any Model S you choose 



$96,208 


285 430 A1 2018 6.2 


$111,807 


285 430 A1 2100 5.6 


Toyota 


3yr/100,000km 

www.toyota.com.au 


1 

1 Yaris 


X-factor on face value 







El Updated Yaris gains striking new face, refinement improvements and fresh multimedia 
[^Ancient drivetrains; below-average fuel economy; flawed driving position 


The Pick: Hatch now 5dr only and best as 

a manual. Avoid the decade-old Yaris sedan 


Ascent 

$14,990 

L4 

1.3 

63 

121 

M5 

1025 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

64 

F 

Ascent 

$16,490 

L4 

1.3 

63 

121 

A4 

1035 

13.7 

19.3 

6.3 

91 

63 03/15 

F 

SX 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

M5 

1045 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

63 

F 

SX 

$18,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

A4 

1055 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 

62 

F 

ZR 

$21,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

A4 

1055 

~ 

~ 

6.3 

91 

62 

F 

YRS sedan 

$17,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

M5 

1030 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

60 

F 

YRS sedan 

$18,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

A4 

1045 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

60 

F 

YRX sedan 

$20,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

A4 

1045 

10.6 

- 

6.7 

91 

60 

F 



Hybrid Yaris by another name 
0 Diesel-beating fuel efficiency in a sub-$25K light hatch package 
[x] Dull dynamics true to Prius tradition ; budget plastics; C-grade in more than just name 
The Pick: A Polo 81TSI and Mazda 2 Genki are miles better, unless you’re eco-obsessed 


$22,990 L4H 1.5 74 169 C 1120 - 


Ascent hatch 
Ascent hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent sedan 
Ascent sedan 
RZ hatch 
RZ hatch 
Levin SX hatch 
Levin SX hatch 
SX sedan 
SX sedan 
Levin ZR hatch 
Levin ZR hatch 
ZR sedan 


$25,990 

L4H 

1.5 

74 

169 

C 

1140 

- 

3.9 

91 

59 

F 


Finally, a Corolla we don't hate 




E Roomy and well-built; strong body; decent dynamics; attractive front end; reliability 
j El Heavier and slower than the previous model; fiddly multi-media system ; snoozy sedan 
The Pick: Ascent Sport manual, but both Mazda 3 and Golf are more polished small cars 

$19,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1255 

9.7 - 

7.1 

91 

68 

F 

$21,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1275 

10.0 - 

6.6 

91 

68 

F 

$20,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1270 

9.7 - 

7.1 

91 

66 

06/13 F 

$22,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1275 

10.0 - 

6.6 

91 

65 

F 

$20,740 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1250 

- 

7.0 

91 

64 

04/14 F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1280 

- 

6.6 

91 

62 

F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1270 

- 

7.1 

91 

66 

F 

$24,540 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1280 

- 

6.6 

91 

66 

F 

$23,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1275 

9.7 - 

7.1 

91 

67 

F 

$25,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1310 

10.0 - 

6.6 

91 

67 

F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1255 

- 

7.0 

91 

65 

F 

$25,240 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1285 

- 

6.6 

91 

65 

F 

$27,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1275 

9.7 16.9 

7.1 

91 

67 

F 

$29,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1310 

10.0 - 

6.6 

91 

67 

F 

$30,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

C 

1295 


6.6 

91 

65 

F 
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Is it really hip to be square? 



Funky dash layout and ’unique’ exterior styling; decent space and practicality 

13 Does Gen Y really want a box on wheels? Drivetrain is unimpressive; average dynamics 
The Pick: Better to drive than a Kia Soul, but vastly inferior to a Skoda Yeti 

Buildl 

$26,990 

L4 

2.4 

125 224 

A4 

1390 - 

8.8 91 

55 


F 

Build 2 

$29,490 

L4 

2.4 

125 224 

A4 

1420 - 

8.8 91 

56 


F 

Build 3 

$32,490 

L4 

2.4 

125 224 

A4 

1430 - 

8.8 91 

56 

08/10 

F 


About to score a new body 



0 Improved cabin quality, ride and refinement; efficient hybrid; punchy performance 
H IE] Same-again styling; same-again lacklustre dynamics; lingering ’cardigan’ image 



The Pick: Pass on the base Altise; the mid-spec 

petrol- 

electric H is the best value 


Altise 

$30,490 

L4 

2.5 

133 231 

A6 

1465 

9.3 

- 

7.8 

91 

51 

F 

Atara S 

$33,490 

L4 

2.5 

135 235 

A6 

1505 

8.6 

16.2 

7.8 

91 

50 

03/12 

F 

Atara SX 

$35,990 

L4 

2.5 

135 235 

A6 

1495 

9.3 

- 

7.8 

91 

51 

01/12 

F 

Atara SL 

$39,990 

L4 

2.5 

135 235 

A6 

1505 

9.2 

16.7 

7.8 

91 

50 

02/15 

F 

Hybrid 

$34,990 

L4H 

2.5 

151 350 

G 

1610 

8.0 

- 

5.2 

91 

50 

F 

Hybrid L 

$41,490 

L4H 

2.5 

151 350 

G 

1610 

7.8 

15.8 

5.2 

91 

49 

08/12 

F 



I ~ Clever, spacious, frugal 



Prius III is even more frugal, and it no longer falls over itself in corners 
Instill completely emotionless and artificial to drive; arcade-game steering; poor resale 
The Pick: It’ll halve your fuel bills over a petrol-only Camry, but i-Tech is overpriced 
$33,490 L4H 1.8 100 142 C 1365 10.4 - 3.9 95 47 02/10 F 

$43,990 L4 H 1.8 100 142 C 1425 10.4 - 3.9 95 48 02/10 F 

Avensis Verso painted green 
Voracious breeders will love the wallet-saving hybrid tech, and the extra seats 
13 Being part of the Prius family means forfeiting driver enjoyment; zero boot with seats up 
The Pick: Be financially frugal and stick wih the base 


$34,490 L4H 1.8 100 142 C 1565 - 


4.4 95 53 07/12 F 


$44,490 L4H 1.8 100 142 G 1565 - - 4.4 

95 

51 

F 

.,1 still a Camry with extra pots 



■ 

0 Lovely 3.5-litre V6 delivers superb performance; AT-X offers good 

ride and handling 


^ [3 Ride quality of Prodigy, Presara and Sportivo; average steering ; power 
The Pick: Small wheels of base AT-X work best with the suspension tune 

-down issues 


$36,490 V6 3.5 200 336 A6 1525 6.1 14.2 9.3 

91 

47 08/12 

~T~ 

$41,490 V6 3.5 200 336 A6 1550 - - 9.3 

91 

46 06/12 

F 

$40,990 V6 3.5 200 336 A6 1555 - - 9.3 

91 

46 06/12 

F 

$47,990 V6 3.5 200 336 A6 1555 - - 9.3 

91 

47 06/12 

F 

$49,990 V6 3.5 200 336 A6 1550 - - 9.3 

91 

47 06/12 

F 


Superb, and not just for a Toyota 


0 ’Hachi-roku’ is Japanese for brilliant rear-drive balance, driving purity and value 

1 IKI Prius-derived tyres make it skatey in the wet; some awkward styling details 

The Pick: The GT is unbelievably good value. As in, we didn’t believe it’d cost just $30l< 


$29,990 

F4 

2.0 

147 205 

M6 

1257 

7.0 

15.0 

7.8 

95 

58 

08/12 

R 

$32,790 

F4 

2.0 

147 205 

A6 

- 

8.2 

- 

7.1 

95 

58 


R 

$36,990 

F4 

2.0 

147 205 

M6 

1275 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

58 

11/13 

R 

$40,090 

F4 

2.0 

147 205 

A6 

- 

8.2 

- 

7.1 

95 

58 

10/12 

R 


The legendary family bus 



0 This is the people mover of people movers with a refined and updated interior 

(HI Yup, it’s not going to do much for your sex appeal, best to get an 86 as your second car 


The Pick: If you can stretch the budget, get the GLi V6 and gain good sprog hauling torque 

GLi 

$46,990 

L4 2.4 

125 224 

G 

1795 

- 

- 

8.9 

91 

61 


F 

GLX 

$49,490 

L4 2.4 

125 224 

G 

1795 

- 

- 

8.9 

91 

62 


F 

GLi 

$51,990 

V6 3.5 

202 340 

A6 

1870 

- 

- 

10.2 

95 

62 


F 

GLX 

$57,490 

V6 3.5 

202 340 

A6 

1870 

- 

- 

10.3 

95 

62 


F 

Ultima 

$67,990 

V6 3.5 

202 340 

A6 

1930 

- 

- 

10.3 

95 

62 


F 



Is bigger really better? 


GX2WD 

GX2WD 

GXL2WD 

GXL2WD 

GX 

GX 

GX 

GXL 

GXL 

GXL 

Gruiser 

Gruiser 

Gruiser 



GX 

GX 

GXL 

GXL 

Grande 

Grande 


i 0 Lots of room; decent versatility; capable performance; should be reliable 

1 @ Bulky dashboard an ergonomic malaise; engine needs revs; not very good off-road 
The Pick: A CX-5, X-Trail, Kuga or Forester, though the roomy RAV4 has its appeal 


$27,490 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

M6 

1485 

- 

7.7 

91 

61 


F 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

G 

1520 

- 

7.4 

91 

61 


F 

$31,490 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

M6 

1510 

- 

7.7 

91 

61 


F 

$33,990 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

G 

1540 

- 

7.4 

91 

61 


F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

A6 

1605 

- 

8.5 

91 

61 


A 

$33,990 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

M6 

1630 

- 

5.6 

D 

61 


A 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

A6 

1640 

- 

6.5 

D 

61 


A 

$36,990 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

A6 

1605 

9.9 17.1 

8.5 

91 

61 

08/14 

A 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

M6 

1660 

- 

5.6 

D 

61 

06/13 

A 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

A6 

1660 

- 

6.5 

D 

61 


A 

$42,990 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

M6 

1605 

- 

8.6 

91 

61 


A 

$45,490 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

A6 

1605 

- 

8.5 

91 

61 


A 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

A6 

1660 

- 

6.5 

D 

61 


A 

1 Kluger 

■ 

Tougher looks, better manners 





1 0 Practical and roomy; quieter and more dynamically polished; strong engine; nice price 

1 1X1 Lack of a diesel narrows its appeal ; average cabin plastics; no longer made in Japan 

The Pick: GX front-drive, with its standard seven seats and Australian suspension tune 

$40,990 

V6 

3.5 201 337 

A6 

1935 

8.3 

10.2 

91 

66 


F 

$44,990 

V6 

3.5 201 337 

A6 

2005 

8.7 

10.6 

91 

66 


A 

$49,990 

V6 

3.5 201 337 

A6 

1950 

8.3 

10.2 

"91 

66 


F 

$53,990 

V6 

3.5 201 337 

A6 

2020 

8.7 

10.6 

91 

66 


A 

$63,990 

V6 

3.5 201 337 

A6 

1990 

8.3 

10.4 

91 

66 


F 

'$67,990 

V6 

" 3.5 201 337 

A6 

2060 

8.7 

10.6 

91 ’ 

65 


A 



Price 

Eng Eng 

type size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 

weight km/h metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested 

Drive 


1 Seven-seater 4WD with real off-road ability 



0Grunty 
[Hi Sepa rat 

petrol V6; clever off-road tech in Kakadu; massive 150-litre fuel tank 
te chassis and live rear axle hobbles handling; swing-out tailgate; old diesel 

A Land Rover Discovery 4 smashes Prado for class, interior space and driveability 


The Pick: 

GX 

$51,990 

L4TD 3.0 127 410 

M6 

2195 - 

8.8 

D 

67 

A 

GX 

$54,490 

L4TD 3.0 127 410 

A5 

2245 - 

8.8 

D 

67 

A 

GXL 

$58,490 

L4TD 3.0 127 410 

M6 

2290 - 

8.5 

D 

67 

A 

GXL 

$60,990 

L4TD 3.0 127 410 

A5 

2340 - 

8.8 

D 

67 

A 

GXL 

$59,990 

V6 4.0 202 381 

A5 

2240 - 

13.0 

91 

67 02/11 

A 

VX 

$72,990 

V6 4.0 202 381 

A5 

2250 - 

13.0 

91 

68 

A 

VX 

$73,990 

L4TD 3.0 127 410 

A5 

2375 - 

8.8 

D 

68 02/11 

A 

Kakadu 

$83,490 

V6 4.0 202 381 

A5 

2340 - 

13.0 

91 

69 

A 

Kakadu 

$84,490 

L4TD 3.0 127 410 

A5 

2420 - 

8.8 

D 

69 10/10 

A 



66TSI Trendline 
66TSI Trendline 
81TSI Gomfortline 
81TSI Gomfortline 



90TSI 

90TSI 

90TSI Gomfortline 

90TSI Gomfortline 

103TSI Highline 

IIOTDIHighline 

GTI 

GTI 

GTI Performance 

R 

R 


90TSI 

90TSI Gomfortline 
103TSI Highline 
IIOTDIHighline 


118TSI Trendline 
118TSI Trendline 


More credible than a Hummer 

0 Proper off-road ability combined with retro, butch styling and toey V6; 150-litre fuel tank 
EElPrado-based chassis not at all dynamic; 4.0-litre engine can get thirsty 
The Pick: Only one option, and it’s one of a handful of short wheelbase SUVs still on sale 


$46,990 

V6 

4.0 200 380 

A5 2000 - 

- 

11.4 91 

68 

09/11 

A 

IISBIBEI 


King of the outback ... not the suburbs 



3 0 Wonderful cruise comfort and exceptional refinement; go-anywhere ruggedness 

1 [E] It’s a tank; cabin entry/egress difficult; brakes easily waterlogged; lumbering dynamics 
The Pick: Outstanding diesel V8; go for the VX with the tricky KDSS suspension 

$73,990 

V8TTD 

4.5 

195 

650 

A6 2635 - 

- 

10.3 D 

68 

A 

$80,990 

V8 

4.6 

227 

439 

A6 2585 - 


13.6 91 

66 

A 

$83,990 

V8TTD 

4.5 

195 

650 

A6 2630 - 

- 

10.3 D 

67 

A 

$90,990 

V8 

4.6 

227 

439 

A6 2640 - 


13.6 91 

69 

A 

$93,990 

V8TTD 

4.5 

195 

650 

A6 2705 - 

- 

10.3 D 

69 

A 

$110,990 

V8 

4.6 

227 

439 

A6 2640 - 

- 

13.6 91 

69 

A 

$113,990 

V8TTD 

4.5 

195 

650 

A6 2705 - 

- 

10.3 D 

69 

A 


__ 3yr/unlimited 

VOlKS^V32©ri www.volkswagen.com.au 


2010 Wheels Car of the Year 


1^ Just-updated Polo still a winner - excellent 1.2 turbo, polished dynamics, high-end cabin 
[3Class-leading active safety kit is optional; updated GTI (with manual option) not here yet 
The Pick: 81TSI is a standout; optioning 17s/sports suspension creates a sub-GTI 

$16,290 L^T 1.2 66 160 M5 1032 10.8 - 47 95^ ~ 


$18,790 

L4T 

1.2 

66 

160 

S7 1064 11.3 

18.0 

4.7 

95 


03/15 

F 

$18,290 

L4T 

1.2 

81 

175 

M6 1060 9.3 

- 

4.8 

95 


F 

$20,790 

L4T 

1.2 

81 

175 

S7 1088 9.3 

- 

4.7 

95 


10/14 

F 

1 Beetle 

1 Now a proper car I 

0 Modern Beetle has a useable boot, a functional interior, and multi-link iRS 



EHIa Golf is better and cheaper; rear seat space still compromised 

The Pick: A beautifully restored 1975 rack-and-pinion Superbug L, or a Karmann Ghia 


$30,290 

L4T 

1.4 

118 ' 

240 

M6 1292 8.3 

- 

6.8 

95 

59 

F 

$32,790 

L4T 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 1299 8.3 

~ 

6.8 

95 

59 

10/13 

F 

Golf 

rr 

Our 2013 Car of the Year 





“1 

0 Golf Mk7 aces the competition; stunning interior and refinement; brilliant GTI 

IE1103TSI intrusive at high revs; all-wheel-drive R not as dynamic as GTI Performance 

The Pick: For now, the excellent 90TSI. Or the fabulous GTI in any specification 

$21,490 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

M6 1209 9.4 

16.6 

5.7 

95 

67 

04/15 

F 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

57 1233 8.7 

16.2 

5.4 

95 

67 

12/13 

F 

$25,240 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

M6 1209 9.3 

- 

5.7 

95 

66 

F 

$27,740 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

57 1233 9.3 

- 

5.4 

95 

66 

F 

$32,290 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

57 1265 8.6 

16.4 

5.2 

95 

67 

03/14 

F 

$34,790 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

320 

56 1326 8.1 

15.9 

4.9 

D 

67 

08/13 

F 

$41,990 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

350 

M6 1313 6.5 

- 

6.2 

98 

64 

F 

$44,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

350 

56 1324 6.4 

14.5 

6.6 

98 

64 

11/13 

F 

$48,490 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

350 

56 1364 6.4 

14.6 

6.6 

98 


05/14 

F 

$51,990 

L4T 

2.0 

206 

380 

M6 1476 5.2 


7.1 

98 


A 

$54,490 

L4T 

2.0 

206 

380 

56 1495 5.0 

13.2 

6.9 

98 


05/14 

A 

Golf wagon 

■ COTY winner plus cargo 





n 

0 Stacks of space with all of Golf VM's polish and class; cheaper than outgoing Golf wagon 
fxJCan't get a manual wagon ; only TDI variant is pricey; Golf R wagon not confirmed 
» The Pick: 90TSi wagon is great value and all the engine you really need 

$25,540 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

57 1312 9.7 

- 

5.3 

95 

55 

04/14 

F 

$29,290 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

57 1312 9.7 

- 

5.3 

95 

52 

F 

$33,840 

L4T 

1.4 

103 

250 

57 1312 8.9 

- 

5.2 

95 

55 

F 

$36,340 

L4TD 

' 2.0 

110 

320 

56 1326 8.9 

- 

4.7 

D 

54 

F 

Golf Cabriolet 

1 Firmly-suspended soft-top | 

0 Drives like a Golf, and costs little more than a 118TSI hatch with optional sunroof 
[Elincreased steering vibration over hatch; exxy leather ($3K) and sat-nav ($3K) options 

The Pick: There's only one, or you could check out the Audi A3 Cabriolet 

$40,390 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 1443 8.4 

- 

6.5 

95 

58 

01/12 

F 


Lots of VW for the money 


0 Twincharger punch for $23K; huge boot; plenty of room; efficient engines; slick cabin 
I [xjBland styling; old-Golf platform and interior archiecture; people will think you play bowls 
The Pick: A base 118TSI over any Corolla, Lancer, Elantra, Cerato or Cruze sedan 

$22,790 L4ST T4 118 240 " M6 1315 ~ ~ 6.5 ^ 


$25,290 L4ST 1.4 118 240 S7 1335 8.3 - 6.2 95 


01/12 

12/11 
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NEW 



ARRIVALS \ 

New models h 
for the month 
highlighted Jh . 



Showroom 


type 


118TSI Comfortline $29,990 L4$T 1.4 118 240 $7 1335 7.5 15.1 6.2 95 

118TSI Highline $33,990 L4$T 1.4 118 240 $7 1335 8.3 - 6.2 95 

103TDI Highline $36,490 L4TD 2.0 103 320 $6 1454 9.5 - 5.5 D 


03/12 F 


155TSI Highline $por t$39,990 L4 T 2.0 155 280 $6 1446 7 .2 

At the top of its game 


118TSI 

118TSI wagon 
130TDI Highline 
130TDI H'line wgn 
Alltrack wagon 
V6 FSI Highline 
V6 FSI Highline wgn 


130TDI 
V6 FSI 


IZI V6 FSI now gets full R36-spec 220kW; eight airbags; strong resale; overall polish 
\E\ Facelift defines conservatism; dual-clutch gearbox occasionally stumbles around town 
The Pick: 1.8 turbo is a beaut unit and top value. Hard to resist the raunchy V6, though... 

$38,990 

L4T 

1.8 118 250 

S7 

1482 

8.7 

16.3 7.2 

95 

57 

07/11 F 

$40,990 

L4T 

1.8 118 250 

57 

1482 

8.7 

7.5 

95 

57 

01/12 F 

$44,990 

L4TD 

2.0 130 380 

56 

1554 

7.8 

15.7 5.7 

D 

58 

11/12 F 

$46,990 

L4TD 

2.0 130 380 

56 

1554 

8.8 

5.7 

D 

58 

F 

$48,290 

L4TD 

2.0 130 380 

56 

- 

8.7 

6.3 

D 

58 

A 

$57,240 

V6 

3.6 220 350 

56 ^ 

1679 

5.5 

9.7 

95 

57 

A 

$59,240 

V6 

3.6 220 350 

56 

1738 

5.7 

9.5 

95 

58 

01/12 A 


Flicks Passat and picks up fifth seat 


121 styling hints at Phaeton ; finally gets a centre-rear belt; tuneful V6 is as lovely as evei 
[x] Adaptive suspension doesn’t work as well as Passat’s standard dampers 

The Pick: For pace (and sound), the V6; for real living, the cheaper, thriftier TDI 

r 

$55,990 L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

S6 

1526 

8.4 - 5.4 

D 61 

11/11 

F 

$65,990 V6 

3.6 

220 

350 

56 

1656 

5.6 - 9.7 

95 61 


A 


Less Golf equals more fun 


^ Compared with Mk6 Golf R, front-drive Scirocco is 125kg lighter, quicker and sharpe 
\E\ Not as practical as Golf and not as focused as Megane RS, but Scirocco is still super 
The Pick: Manual for involvement, DSG for outright pace 

r 

b 

$45,990 L4T 

2.0 188 

330 M6 1351 6.1 14.1 

8.1 

95 

61 

01/15 

F 

$48,490 L4T 

2.0 188 

330 56 2371 6.0 - 

8.2 

95 

61_ 


F 


Gets (corporate) grilled 



^ Excellent drivetrains, cabin quality, refinement, cornering agility, punchy new R-Line 
^ (HI Small boot; electric parking brake; outdated dash design; bland styling; quite heavy 

The Pick: Front-drive 118TSI is superb value, while new ISOkWTDI is both quick and frugal 

118T5I 

$28,990 

L45T 

1.4 118 

240 

M6 

1498 

8.9 

- 

6.9 

95 

64 

F 

118T5I 

$31,490 

L45T 

1.4 118 

240 

56 

1581 

8.9 


7.3 

95 

64 

F 

132T5I 

$36,990 

L4T 

2.0 132 

280 

57 

1626 

7.7 

15.6 

8.8 

95 

65 

08/14 A 

130TDI 

$39,990 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

57 

1620 

8.5 


6.2 

D 

65 

A 

155 T5I R-Line 

$44,990 

L4T 

2.0 155 

280 

57 

1642 

7.3 

~ 

8.8 

95 

67 

A 


Touareg 


7.2 D 

$81,990 V6TD 3.0 180 550 A8 2159 7.6 - 7.4 D 


09/11 

09/11 


$114,990 V8TTD 4.1 250 800 A8 2287 5.8 


9.2 D 


Top-class compact people mover 



Room, ride quality and refinement all top-notch; excellent diesel drivetrains 

IHI Not exactly sexy; primitive leaf-sprung rear suspension ; no rear airbags 

The Pick: Seven-seat Maxi with torquey 2.0-litre makes for a versatile kiddy hauler 


250TDI Trendline 

$30,290 

L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 

M5 

1460 

- 

- 

5.8 

D 

59 

F 

250TDI Trendline 

$33,290 

L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 

57 

1510 

- 

- 

5.8 

D 

59 

F 

250TDIMaxiC'line 

$40,290 

L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 

57 

1541 

- 

- 

5.9 

D 

58 

F 

320TDI MaxiC'line 

$42,290 

L4TD 2.0 

103 

320 

56 

1561 

- 

- 

6.5 

D 

60 05/11 

F 

320TDI MC'line4M 

$45,790 

L4TD 2.0 

103 

320 

56 

- 

- 

- 

6.8 

D 

60 

A 



Revives a people-mover classic 


^ Brilliantly basic and humble nine-seater 

@ 2.0-litre turbo-diesel will struggle to shift two tonnes of metal ... plus passengers 
The Pick: There aren't many options if you need to carry nine people 


TDI340LWB 


$50,690 L4TD 2.0 103 340 S7 2113 - 


8.2 D 60 


Tarago meets its match 



Hugely spacious and well-built cabin; twin-turbo diesel ; manners superior to Tarago 
Range-topping models expensive; firm ride; chunky kerb weight hurts fuel economy 

The Pick: Crank the Rammstein and the eight-seater Highline morphs into the mosh bus 

Comfortline TDI340 $49,990 

L4TD 2.0 103 340 57 

2172 

- 

8.2 

D 

55 

F 

Comfortline TDI400 $56,990 

L4TTD 2.0 132 400 57 

2203 

- 

8.1 

D 

55 

F 

C'lineTDI400 4M 

$60,990 

L4TTD 2.0 132 400 57 

2325 

- 

8.8 

D 

55 

A 

Highline TDI400 

$73,990 

L4TTD 2.0 132 400 57 

2249 

- 

8.1 

D 

55 

F 

H'line TDI400 4M 

$77,990 

L4TTD 2.0 132 400 57 

2375 


8.8 

D 

55 

A 



Volvo 


3yr/unlimited 

www.volvocars.com.au 


Focus-based and better for it 
IZf Focus underpinnings; classy interior; terrific D4 and T4 drivetrains; sweet manual ’box 
[K] D2 struggles; T5 has terrible ride; big turning circle; cramped back seat; autos expensive 
The Pick: D4 Kinetic manual offers torque aplenty with sub-5L/km economy 


D2 Kinetic 
D4 Kinetic 
D4 Kinetic 
D4 Luxury 
T4 Kinetic 


$36,990 L4TD 1.6 84 270 S6 1402 12.1 


4.2 D 56 09/12 F 


$40,490 L4TD 2.0 140 400 A8 1505 7.2 


4.5 D 55 


$42,490 L4TD 2.0 140 400 A8 1505 7.2 - 4.5 D 55 

$46,490 L4TD 2.0 140 400 A6 1505 7.2 - 4.5 D 55 

$41,990 L5T 2.0 132 300 A6 1438 7.9 - 7.6 95 55 


T4 Luxury 
T5 R-Design 
XC D4 Luxury 
XC T5 Luxury 


$45,990 L5T 2.0 132 300 A6 1438 7.9 - 7.6 95 55 

$49,990 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1580 6.3 - 6.1 95 55 


$47,990 L4TD 2.0 140 400 A8 1505 7.5 


4.5 D 54 


$52,990 L5T 2.0 180 350 A8 1633 6.4 - 6.9 95 54 



New face, and now new fours 


T4 Kinetic 
T4 Luxury 
D4 Kinetic 
D4 Luxury 
T5 Luxury 
T5 R-Design 
T6 R-Design 
Polestar 



D4 Kinetic 
D4 Luxury 
T5 Kinetic 
T5 Luxury 
T5 R-Design 
T6 R-Design 
Polestar 


T6 Luxury 


1 (ZI Handsome facelift with punchy engines and a plush interior; Polestar is nicely balanced 

1 [x] Handling of the rest isn’t 3 Series-grade; all-new fours don't warble like the old fives did 
The Pick: Front-drive T4 and T5 are quick, frugal and terrific value 

$49,990 

L4T 1.6 132 240 56 1420 9.0 - 6.8 95 50 


F 

$54,990 

L4T 1.6 132 240 56 1420 9.0 - 6.8 95 50 


F 

$56,890 

L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 1539 7.4 - 4.2 D 50 


F 

$61,890 

L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 1539 7.4 - 4.2 D 50 


F 

$59,890 

L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1527 6.3 - 6.4 95 50 


F 

$63,890 

L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1527 6.3 - 6.4 95 50 


F 

$71,590 

L6T 2.0 242 480 A6 - 10.2 95 50 


F 

$99,990 

L6T 3.0 257 500 A6 1609 4.9 - 10.2 95 50 

06/14 

A 

!fv 60 

f Volvo thinks outside the box 



1 (Z[ Even more stylish than S60 sedan; versatile 40/20/40 split-fold rear seat and 430L boot 

^ [x] Not a packing-crate-swallower like Volvos of old; lacks composure on rough 
The Pick: Like S60, the T5 is the all-rounder - great value, punchy and thrifty 

roads 


$57,890 

L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 1669 7.6 - 4.5 D 51 


F 

$62,890 

L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 1669 7.6 - 4.5 D 51 


F 

$55,890 

L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1639 6.4 - 6.8 95 51 


F 

$59,990 

L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1639 6.4 - 6.8 95 51 


F 

$64,890 

L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1639 6.4 - 6.8 95 51 


F 

$72,590 

L6T 3.0 242 480 A6 1747 5.8 - 10.3 95 51 


A 

$102,990 

L6T 3.0 257 500 A6 1834 4.9 - 10.2 95 50 


A 


Top of the bowls club hierarchy 

Smooth turbo-petrol six; lush seats; much-improved R-design suspension 
[xJUnwieldy turning circle; jittery ride; limp steering; snarly V8 has been dropped 
The Pick: S80 is an individualist’s alternative to a 5 Series ... but we wouldn’t 


$84,590 L6T 


10.0 95 42 11/10 A 



Cut-price class 

IZI Slick and upmarket interior design; great drivetrains; vice-free handling; burbly R-Line 
[HI Third row seats would be nice; pricey option packages; fatty-fatty fat kerb weight 
The Pick: 150TDI rivals a top-spec Territory on price, while V8 R-Line is a cut-price Cayenne 

$67,990 V6TD 3.0 150 450 A8 2146 8.5 ~ 


D4 Kinetic 
D4 Luxury 
T5 Kinetic 
T5 Luxury 
D5 Luxury 
D5 R-Design 
T6 Luxury 
T6 R-Design 


3.0 224 440 A6 1786 6.4 - 

The punters' favourite Volvo 

All the usual Volvo SUV virtues, but with decent driver appeal and style; lovely petrol six 
[ZlRide turns brittle on busted Aussie tarmac; lacks body control and steering feel 
The Pick: Likeable Swede makes a safe family car. T5 is good value and economical 

$59,890 L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 8.5 - 4.9 D 59 F 


$64,890 L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 


8.5 - 4.9 D 59 


D5 Kinetic 
D5 Luxury 
T6 Luxury 



3.2 R-Design 
3.2 Executive 
D5 R-Design 
D5 Executive 


$57,890 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 7.2 

- 

7.0 95 59 

F 

$62,890 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 7.2 

- 

7.0 95 59 

F 

$69,990 

L5TTD 

2.4 

158 

440 

A6 8.3 

- 

6.9 D 59 

A 

$73,990 

L5TTD 

2.4 

169 

470 

A6 1819 8.1 

- 

6.9 D 59 

A 

$74,590 

L6T 

3.0 

224 

440 

A6 1846 7.3 


10.7 95 59 

01/14 

A 

$78,590 

L6T 

3.0 

242 

480 

A6 1846 7.0 

- 

10.5 95 59 

A 

IXC70 

1 Swedish take on a Subaru Outback 

E Third-gen ’crossover’ brings a choice of turbo-diesel or petrol six-pack power 
[Blit’s unlikely ever to leave upper-class suburbs; soggy handling ... still 

The Pick: Not great on bitumen, but fine for fire trails, farms and the Snowies. Go the diesel 

$59,990 

L5TD 

2.4 

158 

440 

A6 1890 8.3 

- 

6.9 D 53 

A 

$64,990 

L5TD 

2.4 

158 

440 

A6 1890 8.3 


6.9 D 54 

A 

$69,590 

L6T 

3.0 

224 

440 

A6 1870 7.4 

- 

10.2 95 54 

A 

|XC90 


Big and clever, but coming up for replacement 


IZf Clever cabin with loads of storage; crashes well ; solid dynamics 

(x]Steering a bit vague; ride quality should be better; delicious XC90 V8 discontinued 

The Pick: All offer much improved dynamics. Go the torquey diesel 

$69,590 

L6 

3.2 

179 

320 

A6 2184 9.5 

- 

11.5 95 56 

A 

$72,090 

L6 

3.2 

179 

320 

A6 2184 9.5 

- 

11.5 95 56 

A 

$73,090 

L5TD 

2.4 

155 

460 

A6 2125 9.9 

- 

8.8 D 56 

A 

$75,590 

L5TD 

2.4 

147 

420 

A6 2125 10.3 


8.8 D 57 

A 




ON FACE 


Join the conversation 
at facebook/wheelsaustralia 
or follow us on 
Twitter @ WheelsAustralia. 
We’re also on Instagram! 
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PETER ROBINSON^S 

CKz^Wheels 

EPIC TALES FROM OUR ARCHIVES 


FIRST PUBLISHED APRIL 1972 


A Dilambda in a cave! 

NO WHEELS STORY READS MORE LIKE A EILM SCRIPT THAN GRIEE BORGESON’S A DILAMBDA IN 
A CAVE. THE INTRO IS A CLASSIC. “THE SCENE: A NARROW TWISTING ROAD THROUGH THE WILDLY 
BEAUTIEUL SWISS-ITALIAN ALPS... THE CHARACTERS: A EAMOUS AUTHOR AND HIS EILM STAR 
WIEE LIVING IN A MOUNTAIN HIDEAWAY... THE PLOT: THE CHANCE DISCOVERY OE AN ITALIAN 
MASTERPIECE.” THEN CAME THE KICKER LINE THAT HOOKED YOU HOPELESSLY. 

“THIS, I SWEAR, IS EXACTLY THE WAY IT HAPPENED.” 


Among the pile of manuscripts I inherited when I took 
over the editorship of Wheels in late February 1971 was a 
collection of stories by an American writer, Griffith Borgeson. 

The name was familiar; I remembered having read his 
articles in True's Automotive Yearbook and his restoration 
stories of the fabulous Miller front-wheel-drive Indy cars in 
Sports Cars Illustrated (which later became Car & Driver). 
Eventually I delved into the pile and among a rich variety 
of stories found this masterpiece, the story of Erich Maria 
Remarque’s Lancia Dilambda. 

Remarque, of course, wrote the definitive World War I 
novel All Quiet On The Western Front. And he was married to 
Paulette Goddard, the beautiful American actress who had 
starred in Charlie Chaplin’s The Great Dictator. 

Borgeson’s recounting of cold-calling Remarque, and of the 
gradual realisation of who this silver-haired gentleman was as 
they bonded over cognac and car stories, is one of those tales 
that seems almost too good to be true. 

Keen to find out more, I wrote to Borgeson and in 1972 
made the first of a number of visits to his “ancient rustic 
manor, a bit of a castle, with about 36 rooms, many of which 


await restoration”, just north of Aix en Provence, in the south 
of Erance. When I visited Griff and Jasmine in 1975, it housed 
a Citroen 2CV van, the Eiat 600 from this story, a 1936 Eord 
Popular with Erench coachwork body and an unrestored 1952 
Alfa Romeo 1900 coupe. 

Borgeson, I quickly learned, combined his natural curiosity 
in things automotive with an ability to speak Italian, Erench 
and Spanish; an advantage he carefully nurtured. 

I directly trace my desire to live and work in Europe to 
a few days in November 1972 when I first stayed with the 
Borgesons. His enthusiasm, knowledge and a compelling 
urge to find original sources provided both motivation 
and stimulus, though it was 16 years before I moved from 
Australia to Europe. 

As one friend said of Griff, who died in June 1997, “he had 
the mind of an engineer, the heart of a biographer.” 

Remarque died on September 25, 1970. Paulette continued 
to live in their villa at Porto Ronco, Switzerland, until she 
died on April 20, 1990. They are both buried in a small 
cemetery in the grounds. Paulette’s previous husband was 
Charlie Chaplin, Erich’s previous wife was Marlene Dietrich. 


“Mama, These are the Borgesons, from the States and now living in Turin. 
We have a thing or two in common.” 


ERICH MARIA REMARQUE 




/ 
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Continental drift 

BORGESON’S story ened, in 
Remarque’s words, “a bit 
indistinctly”. Deliberately so, for 
Griff and Jasmine were seeking an 
appropriate home for the noble car 
they purchased from him in 1963. 

Through automotive historian Tito 
Anselmi, the Dilambda was sold in 
1970 to Guido and Franco Artom, 
young Italian industrialists who 
collected classic cars. 

The Borgesons last encountered 
the Lancia during the first 
retrospective Mille Miglia in 1971 
when, in the hands of the Artoms, 
it ran like a train. 

The car’s last known public 
appearance was at a special 
100-year anniversary celebration 
of Remarque’s birth in 1998 
in the German university town 
of Osnabruck. 

This Dilambda, which Remarque 
called The Puma, was one of two 
owned by the great novelist. His 
first Lancia Dilambda - a roadster 
- was a gift from his publishers in 
1929. Gonfiscated by the Nazis in 
1933, it then disappeared. 


ALSO IN May 1972 


WHEELS answers a classified ad and in the process grabs the first Australian drive in the 
Range Rover; Lamborghini’s $30K Jarama wows the crowds at the Melbourne Show, and the 
Jensen-Healey does likewise in Geneva; a Morgan Plus Eight gets the road test treatment 
from Robbo, who loves it but describes it as “primitive”. And that’s in 1972. 


ADlambda inacave!"'®®®- 


WIN 4 CHARGER I 


Dub generation 

VOLKSWAGEN Beetle sales 
exceed those of the Ford 
Model T with the purchase 
of the 15,007,034th Bug. 


Brazilian miracle 


EMERSON Fittipaldi wins 
at Monza to become the 
youngest ever FI world 
champion at the wheel of 
his dominant Lotus 72D. 
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Next issue 

Wings Across Australia: A 3262km torture test through the 
outback in 1961 driving “the most Australian 
Japanese car yet,” the Datsun Bluebird. 


THE WAY IT WAS 


Bock Star 


APOLLO 17 commander 
Gene Cernan becomes the 
last human to walk 
- and to drive - on the 
moon. Then scratches his 
daughter’s initials on a rock. 










Boxer in the red corner 

Ferrari arrived late to the mid-engine party, but it was worth the wait 


WHEN the rear-engined revolution hit Formula One in 1958-59, 
Enzo Ferrari was famously dismissive of the British garagisti. 
According to Enzo, racing cars had V12 engines mounted up front. 

Phil Hill’s 1960 victory in, appropriately, the Italian GP at Monza 
in a Ferrari 246 would be the last ever for a front-engined car. In 
1961, Hill’s engine sat behind him - and to devastating effect as he 
won the world championship. 

Ferrari built a mid-engined V12 sports-racer, the 250LM, in 1963. 
But even in 1968, in the face of Lamborghini’s game-changing 
Miura and Enzo’s own econo-line Dino V6, he considered a 
mid-mounted V12 too hardcore for customers. Ferrari’s 1968 
flagship 365 GTB/4 ‘Daytona’ still led with its pistons. 

But the horse had already bolted. That same year, a Pininfarina 
concept, the P6 Berlinetta Speciale, had pointed the way for 
Ferrari’s first mid-engined flagship, the 365 GT4 BB that would be 
shown in 1971, and enter production in 1973. 

The BB (for Berlinetta Boxer) introduced a cab-forward 
proportion, dictated by the longitudinal mounting of a 4.4-litre 
flat-12 engine. At 1160kg, the car was very demanding to drive. 


particularly for Ferrari’s familiar clientele. Still, sales were strong 
at 387 units - despite the car not being sold in the US. 

That changed for 1976 and the facelifted 512 BB, now with a 
4.9-litre dry-sumped engine. A slightly wider body clothed a 43mm 
rear track increase, and gained a front spoiler, NAGA ducts in the 
flanks, and four (rather than six) tail-lights. 

The 512 was actually less powerful than the 365 (with 268kW vs 
283kW) and had gained a massive 240kg, but was praised for its 
driveability and reliability. In 1981, the BB’s four-piece orchestra of 
Weber carbs gave way to Bosch K-Jetronic mechanical injection for 
the 512 BBi, pictured on these pages. 

Power dropped yet again (to 250k W), weight increased yet again 
(by 99kg, to 1499) and the BBi’s 14.2-second standing 400m time 
had put on half a second. The 280km/h top speed was 22km/h 
slower. But the BBi was also the most popular, with 1007 produced 
before it made room for the lardy Testarossa in 1984. 

What might have pleased Enzo most of all was that the 
Lamborghini Gountach, in a 17-year run, reached only 85 percent 
of the 2323 sales [ha[ his BBs had racked up in just 11 years. 
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Lounge furniture 

Los Angeles architect Holder 
Schubert took a leaf out of Ferris 
Bueller’s Day OffmXh his home, 
building the hillside living room 
around his ’84 512 BBi 


Track mark 

Ferrari’s US agent, Luigi Chinetti, was behind the wild, 350kW 
512 BB LM racer, of which 25 were built. Best result was 
fifth at Le Mans in ’81 
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Formula for success 

FLAT-12 configuration was 
shared with Ferrari’s then 
current 312B Formula One car, 
though the BB’s internals were 
closer to the Daytona’s 60-degree 
V12. Four cams were belt-driven, 
operating two valves per pot. 
Five-speed gearbox was below 
the engine, sacrificing low centre 
of gravity for compactness. 


Next^4«e 

1967 Ford ZA Fairlane 


Room to move 

THE BB series was 
well-equipped, with 
air-conditioning, power 
windows and a radio 
- all options on the 
Daytona - now standard. 
Mid-engined layout 
offered more room for 
the two occupants, but 
despite a new-fangled 
space-saver spare, 
luggage space was 
useless. Interior design 
was a nice mix of late-70s 
angles and classic Italian, 
with “lollipop” toggle 
switches a novel (and 
fragile) feature. 


Boxer’s bones 

AS WAS Ferrari’s habit, the BBs 
were built around a steel tube 
spaceframe with front and rear 
sub-frames. Panels were a mix of 
steel cabin, aluminium doors and 
lids, and fibreglass front and rear 
lower clips. Underneath were 
double-wishbone suspensions 
with coils. The rear featured 
dual dampers. 


12 for 23 

The mid-engined 12-cylinder 
Ferrari reign lasted 23 years, 
until the lardy and unloved 
Testarossa/512M series was 
discontinued in 1996 


Video star 

BB512’sbig starturn is in the 
massively permed and 
musically rancid 1984 
Sammy Hagar music video, 

I Can’t Drive 55 


Time warp 

In August 2014, RM Auctions 
sold an as-new, one-owner, US 
model 512 BB with just 715km 
on the odofor$US473,000 
($622,500) 
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Shoot to thrill 

Early exposure develops a life-long motor drive 


HE’S a large figure in Australian motor 
sport, but chances are you’ve never heard 
of Paul Cross. Standing 188cm tall and built 
like a first-grade footballer - which he was, 
for 13 years - Cross has been slithering into 
the nooks and crannies of Australian racing 
circuits for 30 years, nabbing iconic photos. 

Cross shot his first race in 1960, when 
he was 14. “I was already a motor racing 
enthusiast, and at 14 I went to Bathurst with 
my uncle,” he says. “I had a [Kodak] Box 
Brownie, but I stepped up for the October 
meeting with a Leica.” 

From the first Warwick Farm International 
meeting in January 1961, Cross was selling 
shots to car magazines. But a burgeoning 
rugby league career was interfering with his 
race weekends. 

“In those days, football was part-time. I 
worked for Repco during the day and trained 
at night, and when the weekends were 
available, I would go to a motor race meeting. 
It did cost me some events, having to play 
football every weekend from late February to 
late September.” 

A winger, he played first-grade for Sydney’s 


Eastern Suburbs in 1964-65, then joined 
Balmain for nine years before returning to 
Easts in 1975-76. “I played in the ’66 grand 
final, but unfortunately we were beaten in 
that game. It was a privilege to be able to play 
first-grade for so long.” 

Photography fitted in with a career 
as national sales manager for appliance 
companies Pye, then Philips. Cross’s 
influence was evident in Pye’s sponsorship 
of the Ross Dunkerton Volvo 244 in the 1979 
Repco Round-Australia Trial, and Peter 
Wherrett’s Alfa Romeo 2000 GTV in the 1976 
Bathurst 1000. 

Cross figures he hasn’t missed a Bathurst 
- or, from 1985, an Australian FI Grand 
Prix - since. But both take equal second to 
his favourite circuit. “Warwick Farm was 
just an amazing circuit, to get around and 
photograph from almost any position, and 
to see all those international drivers come 
out every year,” says Cross of the long-gone 
circuit at the Sydney horse-racing track. 

Cross will typically shoot up to 5000 frames 
over four days at Bathurst. “In the days of 
film, it wasn’t unusual to take 2000-2500, and 


you’d be editing them until two or three days 
after the event. Now, with digital, we take 
twice as many shots but you’re editing every 
night. So by the Sunday night you’ve finished 
your work.” 

How often does he find a new angle at 
Bathurst? “Every time. Almost every year 
you learn a bit more about the circuit - and 
the circuit’s evolving as well, the safety 
fences - that forces you to work around it. It 
constantly makes you think.” 

It’s all a far cry from the good old/bad old 
days of Warwick Farm, Sandown, Surfers 
Paradise and the other Tasman Series 
circuits, where Cross and his colleagues 
would almost have their toes on the kerbing 
as the likes of Jim Clark, Graham Hill, Jackie 
Stewart and Cross’s personal hero and late 
friend. Jack Brabham, slithered by in their 
open-wheelers. 

“When you look back at photos you took, 
and film of those events, it was a little bit 
dangerous - the things you could do, and did 
do. Now it’s perhaps a bit too safe, but you 
understand why when you see the accidents 
around the world.” 


The 30-year affair 

PAUL Cross photographs 
hundreds of cars every year, 
but only has eyes for one. “I 
bought my [1963] Alfa Romeo 
Giulia Spider 1600 in 1984 and 
it’s been a love affair ever since. 
It’s one of the prettiest things 
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COME AND EXPERIENCE 



'"aiued at $5,775. 





Multi-task master. ^ 


The new generation B-Class. 


Modern life keeps getting busier. Fortunately, the new generation 
B-Class has ail the answers to help you switch effortlessly between 
weekday professional to weekend warrior, carefree single to careful 
parent and beyond. Ail with the style, comfort and convenience 
provided by a raised driving position, spacious boot capacity 
and 4MATIC all-wheel drive on the B 250. Wherever your life's ^ 
journey takes you, this multi-task master has it coverei 


www.mercedes-benz.CQm.au/b-class 




